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ia could not eope with the raven- 
-dingoes that were destroying their 
k, This menace is felt, not only by the 
p-owners, but also by the cattle-raisers. 
‘There ig a great area of country in the 
; ore remote portions of the Common- 
yvealth that could be carrying sheep but 
for the dingo’ menace. These pests can 

be held in check only if the settlers are 
le to procure fencing material cheaply. 
The necessity for getting rid of these wild 
dogs is so great that any benefit that 
ight accrue to the Commonwealth from 
e employment of men in the manufac- 
re of wire and wire netting will be nulli- 
<d by the harm done to the pastoral 
dustry if the cost of this material is in- 
sed. On the fringe of the Nullarbor 
ains, dingoes are present in such num- 
rs that it is almost impossible for men 
take up land south of the transconti- 
ntal railway. The same condition of 
affairs exists from 100 miles north of the 
line to the Canning stock route, south of 


Ethier land. During the good seasons in 
“ltipl twelve years the veactiie have 


es. Tt would be of egreater benefit 


into subjection, than if a high duty were 
imposed. to continue in employment a few 


gl men in the Wire-making industry. 


ie srobate returns, I find that invari- 
“a men connected with the land 


1921.] 


them would leave the cities. 


\ustralia if, during the next five years, 


beautiful open air. 


fice ‘Tariff. 
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cave ample fortunes to their bialdeens we 


whilst city men leave very little. Speakers 


at Nationalist meetings and the press are 


always advising that the immigrants shall 
be placed on the land. If the new arrivals 
were to read Hansard, and believe the 
statements made by some honorable mem- 


bers in the Corner in regard to the misery 


of the people on the land, very few of 
The honor- 
able member for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) 
has proposed to reduce the 


68s. to 40s. Apparently the honorable 
member is willing to inflict on the 
farmers the burden of that 40s. 


Australian-made wire netting ‘is worth 
from £5 to £6 per mile more to the farmer 
than the foreign-made product, for the 
reason that the latter has been subjected 
to tight rolling. This injures the gal- 


' vanized covering and opens the way to 


rust. There is a considerable difference 
in the life of the Australian-made netting 
and of the foreign manufacture. It seems 
to me.that overseas makers have a wrong 
idea of the Australian market. They 
still seem to think that this is a black 
man’s country, and that any old rubbish 
will do. I hate to listen to the dreadful 
tales spun by country members in this 
House. The worst part of a country mem- 
ber’s responsibilities is having to open 
letters from his constituents in which they 


plead with him to get jobs for their sonson | 


the city tramways or in the Police Force. 


They think that, although their own work 
is a joke, the city man’s life is easier 


still. They think that the man in town 


does no work in the morning, that he — 


British _ 
preferential duty on barbed wire from 


attends a picture show in the afternoon, 


and reads.a book over the fire and goes 
to bed early at night. 
members in’ the Corner, if they have not 
seen it for themselves, that men in the 


I assure honorable ~ 


city and suburbs werk a good deal harder 


than the farmers, and very many of them 
in confined spaces and amidst unhealthy ; 

Life in the country is not — 
work; much of it is pure pleasure in the © 
The farmer does a> 
bit of ploughing and tosses a bit of seed — 
: Then he sits on his verandah and 
watches the rain and lets Providence do _ 


surroundings. 


about. 


the rest, while his sons go out with guns 
after rabbits. 


ss 


Farming is an easy thing — 


for any man to put his money into. It — 


Let him start a wire-netting enterprise. 
The amount of money he makes out of it 
i after. meeting all calls from every source, 
4s an absolute moiety. . There is more 
- pay-out than get-back, and a lot more risk 
. than gain. I appeal ‘to country members 
to stop drawing these harrowing pictures 
of out-back misery. This country cannot 
) prosper if everybody wants to make easy 


| the people who are Lvaamacd to risk fiers 
wealth in industries. 


| “Mr. Avsriy Citas Work in fac- 
tories is much easier than the work of 
: ie man on the land. 


Mr WEST 2 Wisk nonsense! ‘Those 
: coumacted with the manufacture of wire 


sent duties are inadequate to protect. them 
from the competition of English and 
_ American makers. America is dumping 
her goods in the world’s markets as. she 
has never done before. For a hundred 
years her statesmen devoted themselves 
to making their country self- contained, 
and its progress should be an object lesson 
to us. It is foolish to think that our 
people benefit by buying cheaply on the 
other side of the world. Our farmers 
get better value when they buy Australian- 
made wire netting and wire than when 
they buy imported material. As the ship- 
_ ping companies charge for transport by 
measurement and not by weight, the wire 
- that is sent here is packed so tightly 
that it cannot be as good as the Austra- 
lian-made wire. The honorable member 
for Maribyrnong (Mr. 
pointed out that it is only when the 
‘Tariff is being discussed that we 
_ hear of the misery suffered by 

the land. This outpouring of sympathy 
for the farmers and graziers can be over- 


: in 0 r utterances. 
r people to make light of their burdens, 
d the pioneers, who thought nothing 


is Sau Noon with the patriotic city. : 
man who sinks his money in a factory. 


money on the land. We: should encourage 


—t! "haps hae the Beadie 


netting have informed me that the pre- 


Fenton) has 


those on 


y done, Jike an electioneering cry. I do not | 
- believe that our country population is so. 
badly off. We should not be pessimistic 
We should encourage 


ving to go a mile for water, and who’ 
mped their blueys” to get to places 
0 which their successors are now carried - ee 


The hononsei poe oe ! 

this reduction supported a duty of 
eRe 

ton on onions, and be Gauss oF ler's 


He should be stor to hale 
po constituents meine a Nii r 


agree to the proposed reduction 
duty. The burden of the argur 
the honorable member: for Ke 
(Mr. Foley) was that during 
twelve years es et so ir 


uu very soon. If that bel SC 
ask what people on the land | ) 


the: war, and when nae thai tee 
with the dingoes?: Probably 
why dingoes have increased in 
such an extent as to become 
that during the five years of 
the primary producers were at t: 
merey of the callous: eee 


trade and eee ie up t 
such an extent as to place 
beyond the reach of the small 
the land. Do honor member. 


shionddl he for) ever an thes m rey 0 
porting rmgs m this country and 
bines abroad? If so, they ar 
enemies and not the friends: of 
see's Lastingnrer Meg interests 


ie pniddictios in 
reasonable protection” of le: a 
requires. If local manufacturer 
unduly high prices for the 
ie ¢ spre the Government ¢ 


Biase): said that His 
t ae be reduced even if it meant 

destruction of the local industry. 
f that course were followed, all the 
jarbed wire in Australia would be im- 

ed, and the duty would then be a 
ely revenue duty, which the farmer 


b Phi to duty, but this is an article 
which can be manufactured in Australia, 
ie its manufacture here should be pro- 
tected. I support the duties as introduced 
the Minister for Trade and Customs 
Mr. Greene), and I hope the amendment 
will be defeated. TI rose to justify the 
vote I intend to give, and as one who 
ms to have as many primary producers 
in his electorate as can be claimed by any 
: her honorable member of the Commit- 
Lam prepared to stand by the vote 
ntend to give. 


are confronted by an anomalous posi- 
ym in this Tariff. I can scarcely under- 
stand what can be the desire of the Min- 
ste for Trade and Customs (Mr. Greene). 
r we impose duties this afternoon 
of 25 per cent., 30 per cent., and 35 
per cent. on 14-gauge wire, the Minister, 


ig a sale in Australia as there 
ay ‘L2-gauge wire. The man who 


ae called upon to pay duties of 68s, ie 
ed 105s. per ton, whilst a man who 
1ufactures barbed wire from 14-gcauge 
is actually called upon to pay £10, 
and £14 per ton duty on his wire. 
at position is untenable. I know that 
Aisi argument is used that those who 
“aa barbed wire draw the wire, 
ut + that 18 not so, and the anomaly that 
een created plays into the hands of 
g manufacturer, whilst the man in 
untry tnapitacherins barbed wire 
, small plant will find it impossible 
on when he has to pay up to 
tor Bate. phe his wire. qT ask 


r. GIBSON (Corangamite) 10. 16|.— 


i him. 
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the Minister to recommit the item cover- d 
ing 14-gange wire. It was passed through 


had not a chanee to consider it. 


Mr. Gremnz.—tlIf, on inquiry, we fink 
that we have included wires required for 
these other purposes, I shall recommit 
the item referred-to. It was not our in- 
tention to include those wires. I admit 
that the honorable. member’s contention 
is quite correct, if we did include them in 
the item referred to. 


Mr. GIBSON.—1I should lke to see 
some consideration given to the small — 
manufacturer. Under the. duties now. 
proposed, he will be wiped out completely. 


Mr, Grrenr.—lI repeat that if we in- 
cluded the wires of which the honorable 
member is speaking in the amendment I 
moved, I shall take action to remove 
them. We did not intend that they 
should be included. 


Mr. GIBSON.—The position is that 
12, 13, and 14 gauge wires are chiefly i 
used. for the manufacture of barbed wire, 
and the 14-gauge wire ig used to just as 
great an extent as the 12-gauge wire. The — 
man who is not drawing his own wire, — 
but has a small plant for the manufacture _ 
of barbed wire, will be wiped out of — 
existence if the present proposal is agreed 
to. 

Mr. Greenr.—I assure the honorable 
member that if we have done that it was 


bot our intention to do it, and I will ae 


agree to recommit the item. “ 
Amendment negatived. 
Item agreed to. 


litem 158— 


Wire netting, per ton, British, 
mediate, 85s.; general, 105s: 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) J10.21]—I 
did not press for a division upon the last 
amendment, because I realized that a ma-. 
jority of the Committee were opposed to 
it, and because the item did not amount | 
to a very great deal. But I now ask — 


that wire netting from the United King- _ a 
dom shall be admitted free, and that the — 


duty under the intermediate and general | 
Tariff shall be 10 per cent. The Govern-— 
ment should make good with a bounty. — 

Mr. Graunz.—The honorable member 
has the Inter-State. se st a aana against 


rather hurriedly, and honorable members _ 


68s.; inter- 


. GREGORY.—The ‘Minister. has. 
take n so little notice of the reeqmmenda- 
tions of that body that it is strange he ~ 
should now make a suggestion of that 
kind. I move— : 
That the following words, be added to the 
item:—‘‘And on and after 10th June, 1921, 
ad: val., British, free; intermediate, sie per 
oa “general, 10 per cent.”’ 

af ask the Minister to consent to report 

"progress. 

Mr. edie: —If the honorable mem- 

ee will give me an undertaking that he 
will help me to get up to item 165 to- 
morrow I will dd so. 
_ Mr. GREGORY. — I do not think 
there will be any cemculty in reaching 
that item to-morrow. 
- Progress reported. 


House adjourned at 10.25 p.m. 


t 


Friday, 10 June, vhs a 


Mr. Derury Spraxer (Hon. J. M. 


Chanter) took the chair at 11 am., and 
read prayers. 


WAR SERVICE HOMES. 
» ‘Mr, CAMERON.—Will the Minister 


a "representing the Minister for Repatria- 
tion state the attitude of the War Service 


of War Service homes who are tem- 
_ porarily embarrassed owing to sickness or 
_ other causes, and thus unable to meet 
} their obligations for the moment? In 
some cases, men so situated are receiving 
from the Department seven days’ notice 
: that they must pay their rent or go out. 

- Mr. RODGERS.—Under the law, no 
returned soldier can: receive seven days’ 
“notice to vacate his home. The law for- 
bids any action being taken against any 
oldier 1 in default until three months have 
expired, and then it is the practice of the 
Jepartment to give at least three notices. 


ship 1s likely to occur. 


‘House of Representatives. 


‘Homes Commissioner towards occupants — 


mittee in New South |Wales- 


Under these circumstances no case of — 
: However, I~ 
ssure the honorable member that hen at 
made om to the aah ia that © 


‘lie 


es such as i - 
unable to meet his » 
action will be. taken ag 


the Papores a the Public Ww 
mittee, » fore with the ae 


‘Kelvin Gik Beaks me 07 
tablishment of automatic telepho 
changes at Albion and Newmar 
bane. 

Ordered to be tinted 


yo 


PAPERS. 


The following — papers 
sented :— 3 
Northern Territory Hepaee of the 
Administrator 1919-20. 
Reparation Terms accepted by Ge 
Telegraphic summary of. | 


Ordered to be printed. 


War Servi¢e Homes Act—Is 

under, in New South Wales, 

Granville, 
Yass. 


were 


Vor aie hee Gass i 
which appears in to-day’s Age, 
—it is a portion of the eviden 


Port Kenney given before a. 
telephone orders had been held up 


lack of supplies of copper wire, Ww 
ae the. Committee ‘by pio bs 


a a year. They. tould give gi 
year. They had written to the Dep 
Melbourne, and had be ieee 4 


would be glad of orders. 
Tf: so, will the ie honorable § 


ir 


_ Tasmanian 


have not yet seen. The Department has 
already anticipated practically the whole 
of the vote for next year in ordering ma- 
terial so that it may be ready for use. 


™s 


TASMANIAN MAIL SERVICE. 
‘Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta—<Act- 


‘ing Prime Minister and Treasurer) 
11.7|.—(By leave.)—The Government 
ave concluded a new Tasmanian mail 
contract. We have been in negotiation 
for some time past with the shipping com- 
panies concerned, and it has not been 
easy to secure an agreement. 


effect any economy? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—If economy 
Means lower prices there is no economy 
in sight in connexion with this agree- 
ment as in connexion with most other 
_ contracts to perform services for the Go- 
vernment. | 
_ Mr. Hector Lamonp.—Even the Age 
is dearer now than it was last month. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Our negotia- 
tions have been with representatives of 
Messrs. Huddart Parker and the Union 
Steamship Company of New Zealand, 
those companies arranging in combina- 
tion for the service: Having investigated 
their figures, having seen their books, 
and having made as thorough an exami- 
ation of the cas¢ as we could, we 
have satisfied ourselves that even with an 
‘increased subsidy the service will be run 
ithout a profit. It seems extraordinary 
at with a subsidy twice that paid under 
the pre-war contract, no profit will be 
made by the companies, but having in- 
vestigated the whole of the figures, I feel 
certain that the service will be carried 
out without profit. That is not an exag- 
geration; my statement is a result of 
eareful deliberation, and is under the 
mark, The companies would prefer to 
ave no mail contract, but the Govern- 
ment has persuaded them to accept a 
subsidy for the continuance of the mail 
_ service. They would prefer to run their 
_ steamers without being tied down to the 
conditions of a mail contract, manag- 
Ing the service according to circum- 
stances, and to the greatest commercial 
advantage. However, Ministers felt 
that Tasmania has the same right to a 
irect and frequent mail service as any 
her State, and we have taken the steps 


4 


[10 Jone, 1921.] 


Mr. Marurews.—Does the new contract: 


in Sanity pay i 
Rheper ration, tk f *7 ih a A 
p RY y - “y 


» 


Mail Service. 


necessary to secure it to the people of that 
State. I regret, that the new steamer 
which was‘ordered during the war is not 
to be employed to give a better service 
than there was before; as in the case of 
the Orient mail contract, we must be 
satisfield in these days with a service 
not better than the pre-war ser- 
vice. J hope that conditions may soon 
so change that we may increase these 
facilities, and give the people the better 
services to which they \are entitled. 
The war is still over all these matters, 
not only in the direction of increasing 
the cost, but in multiplying the difficulties — 
of conducting these businesses. The com- 
panies would have preferred to have no 
thing to do with the mail contract. They 
would rather have carried our mails on 
the poundage system, and have used their 


boats with a view to obtaining the best 


commercial advantages available. It is 
our duty, however, to try—as we have 
endeavoured to do in the past—to secure 
a service for Tasmania conducted with 
such ships as are capable of coping with 
the passenger traffic and of maintaining 
a good speed. With the present rates for © 
fares and freights, the difference between 
the earnings and the running costs of the 
ships was so great that it could not be 
met wholly by an increased mail subsidy. 
It has been agreed, accordingly, that the 
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ty 


rates for freight shall be raised by 2s. 6d. — 


per ton—which is 16% per cent.—while 
the fares will be 10 
per cent. These increases make the 


rates approximately the same as those — 
now existing in respéct of the Australian 
The — 


coastal shipping services generally. 


increaked by 20 | 


companies will have the right to review 
the rates of fares and freights after six 


months; but any further increase must — 
be approved by the Postmaster-General. _ 
We cannot get them to agree to the sub- | 
sidy without that right of review after — 
T said.4 


having given the contract a test. 
in my opening remarks, that the firms 


were likely to make no profit. I will say 
now that they are facing a distinct loss. 
Mr. Maruews.—Will the Government — 


ae 


claim the same right of review ! 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I understand — 
so. The old contract provided for a mail _ 
subsidy of £15,000 per annum when the © 
Natrana was brought into use. Under — 
the agreement now to be made, the mail 


subsidy will be increased to £30,000. 


The contract will provide for a service of 4 
three trips a week between Melbourne and 
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Pan nacton for seven months of the year, 


| . and fer two trips a week for the remain- 


ing five months. Between Melbourne, 


Burnie, and Devonport there will be two 


trips a week throughout the year. 
- eontract will be for a period of twelve 
months, and will be continued thereafter 


The 


subject to either party having the mght 


‘to give twelve months’ notice of its termi- 
mation. 
of making the House acquainted with the 


I take this earliest opportunity 


terms of the contract, which were con- 

cluded only yesterday. The whole matter 

will be submitted to Parliament later. 
Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [11.13] 


(by leave)—This is a very important 
matter, and I sincerely hope the House 


| free hand there in the 


oe Minister think he 


along the Australian coast. 


will be given the fullest opportunity of 


_ discussing it. 


Sir JoszpH Coox.—The Postmaster- 

General (Mr. Wise) will give notice to 
that end at once. 
Mr. CHARLTON.—I am gratified to 
hear it. The change in the contract is 
very drastic, seeing that the amount of 
the subsidy ‘to be paid is to be doubled, 
and that there is provision also for in- 
creased passenger fares and freights. The 
Acting Prime Minister pointed out, of 
course, that those increases would be in 
accordance with the rates now prevailing 
But in fully 
discussing the whole subject it will be 
the duty of honorable members to see that 
the best interests of the whole of the 
people of Australia are conserved. 


COCKATOO ISLAND DOCKYARD. 

Dr. EARLE PAGE.—I ask the Actmg 
Prime Minister whether, in connexion 
with the resumption of work at Cockatoo 


Island, the Government are settmg out to 


get work done and to pay wages therefor, 
or whether they are proceeding to pay 
wages and to find work as a reason for the 


payment. 
sir JOSEPH COOK.—The 


Govern- 


‘ment are setting out to put the whole 


business under the best management pos- 
sible, giving as free a hand as may be 


conceded in the discharge of the work 
earried on at the Dockyard. 


Mr. Beti.—Have they not had a very 
past? : 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Yes, that has 


: been. my trouble—too free a ‘hand, in- 
: ee for my finances. 


Manony.—Does ‘not the i 
should wait, 


- Cockatoo 1 ee (REPRESENTATIVES. i 


is done in the matter of renewin, 


Acting contract, I shall be given an op: 


_ Doo yard 


before making comebeda ike tha 
he has had our ple : 


too Island, and I vd bean pe 
scribe the. ‘doudaiens under which 
be ieee o will be ise ea 


able members to ee pea oe 
personnel of the Board, which 1s 
trol all future operations at the Dock 
yard, the chairman will. be Mr. Farqu 
formerly of Walkers Limited, Q 
land. His colleagues will be Mr. Air 
Melbourne, and Mr. Brown, late of 
Prime Minister’s Department. 
Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer.—Do the Gov 
ment propose to give this ‘House 
opportunity to discuss the report of 
Commission ? | 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I have recer 
only an interim report. 
Mr. Ricnarp Fosrer—t refer to 
final report. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Yes. 
Mr. Hecror Lamonpn.—There 1a 
some features in connexion with the 
pointment and powers of the Board w 
Parliament Sige s a an cee 


is completed. 2 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. ho" hs 
ment also my remark is, “ Yes.” 
that the interim report recommends 
pean of the two boats at a 


The vessels ae ie ‘finished | 
earliest possible moment. va 
LORD HOWE AND NOREFO 
ISLANDS AND NEW HEB: 
MAIL CONTRACT. — 
WEST.—I call the attention 
Deed, Prime Minister to the fact ti 
the mail contract in connexion with 
Lord Howe and Norfolk Islands 
New Hebrides must be renewed in 
Since there is no one in this House 
myself who has any idea of the 
of that contract and of what is gener 
involved, I ask whether, before an 


por: 
of discussing i a bees : 


ae wal the Maen Rand groups. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I invite the 


he business-paper, and to address it to 
ie Postmaster-General. 

Mr. Wrsr.—I have already done so, 
_ and have got the usual Ministerial reply, 
; pie perry can understand. 


TARIFF. 


for Trade and Cus- 
Greene) made certain 
statements in which he referred to 
the inability of Free Trade England’ to 
ge cardigan jackets to the troops. 


I eat ane the Minister a question thereon. 
— Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. J. M. 
_ Chanter)—The honorable member is 
vidently dealing with something that 
rose in the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and I think he had better defer 
aban until the Committee resumes. 
Mr. GREGORY .—Very well. I wish 
now te hand to the Minister for Trade and 
Customs a copy of a letter and. state- 
ment of receipts and issues by the War 
Office, and to ask him if he will give 
these papers consideration, and either 
confirm or. withdraw the statement which 
_ previously made in connexion with 
this: matter. 
Mr. GREENE—Yes, I will: 


REPATRIATION. 


Ek Burnerr Lanps: — Sorprer 
Serrrement. in New Sourm Watzs: 

Mr. CORSER.—I ask the Assistant 
Minister, for Repatriation (Mr. Rodgers), 
rhether he will kindly give the House 
and the country the benefit of the opinion 
he has formed of the Uipper Burnett 
tae in Queensland from a_ closer 


recent Vist of inspection. 


lou Junn, 1921.) 


onorable member to put his question on nett area, 


Income Tax. 


for Wide. Bay (Mr. Corser), and 


General Sir. Thomas William Glasgow. t | 


should 


sidered 


like time to 
opinion on‘ the Upper Bur- 
which, unquestionably, has 
few equals i in the Commonwealth for ex+ 
tent and fertility of soil, and readiness 
tor settlement. Its settlement by re- 
turned soldiers is a proposition well 
worthy of consideration. 
further comment upon it. 

Mr. AUSTIN. CHAPMAN.—Is the 
Assistant Minister for Repatriation. 
aware that for two or three years quite 
a number of people have been waiting for 
payment for lands purchased for returned 
soldiers in New South Wales, and that 
they have been repeatedly told by the 
Under-Secretary for Lands in. New South 
Wales that they cannot be paid or the 
purchases be finalized until money is 
provided for the purpose? Is the honor- 
able gentleman aware that in a number 
of these cases great inconvenience and 
loss has been caused, and will he state 
what steps he proposes to take te 
finalize: them ? ne 

Mr. RODGERS.—I regret to say that 
complaints of the nature referred to by — 
the honorable gentleman have reached the 
Department of Repatriation. J cannot 
personally accept responsibility for the 
condition of affairs of which the honor- 


give a con- 


able mémber complains, nor can the Com- _ 
I stated yester- 


monwealth Government. 
day, and now repeat, that the Common- — 
wealth Government made provision for, 

and this Parliament approved of, an allo- 
cation of £4,000,000 for soldier land set- 
tlement in New South Wales. 


by a further grant of £250,000. 
Mr. 


it gave New South ‘Wales last year. 
Mr. RODGERS. — Speaking 
memory, I do not think. that there is one 
fully certified account for land settlement 
in New South Wales that has not been 
met by the Commonwealth Government. 


INCOME TAX. ie 
Mr. FLEMING asked the Acting Ae 
Prime Minister, wpon notice— 


Hus. Hist niteationtheem directed 40 the pean 
ment made by a: professor of the West Aus-— 


tralian University, as follows:—‘‘In a mathe- 


ae Reaee Saar ucnneda a pauer only ani nde il 


I defer any © | 


eo ° 


ganna 
ea 


The Trea- 
surer has since supplemented that amount 


Austin CHAPMAN. phe Govern-. ne 
ment. gave Victoria £1,000,000 more than 
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venty-six University students tackled the 
problem of computing the Federal tax on an 
imcome, All three were incorrect.’ What 
steps, if any, are being taken to simplify the 
f § of taxation used by the Commonwealth? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—It is said that 
in considering a problem the first thing 
to do is to define terms. How are we to 
interpret the statement of this West Aus- 
tralian professor? Is it a reflection on 
the teaching of mathematics in Western 
- Australia ? . 


_* Mr. Freminc.—I guess it is a reflec- 
tion on Mr. Knibbs’ curves. 

Si JOSEPH COOK.—My answer 
‘oust be that my attention has not pre- 
viously been drawn to: the statement re- 
ferred to. J have, however, now seen the 
statement which was made to the Royal 
Commission on Taxation. One of the 
matters referred to the Commission was 
_to inquire into and report upon “The 
simplification of the duties of taxpayers 
in relation to returns and in relation 
to objections: and appeals.’’ The report 
of the Commission has not yet been re- 
ceived by the Government, but I hope 
that this is one of the matters which we 
shall soon be able to clear up. ~ 


_ LONDON CONFERENCE OF 
_ AGRICULTURISTS. 


Mr, FLEMING asked the Acting Prime. 


_ Minister, wpon notice— ° 
_ Is it the intention of the Government that 
_ Australia should be represented at the Empire 
_ Conference of Agriculturists to be held in Lon- 
don on 14th and 15th July next? 
_ Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I ‘have no in- 
_ formation whatever on this matter. 


ee TARIFF. 
In Committee of Ways and Means: 
\ Consideration resumed from 9th June 
Pa vide page 8970) : 


DIVISION V.—METALS AND MACHINERY. 


‘*Motive power, engine combinations, and 


‘power connexions are dutiable under their re- 
spective headings when not integral parts of 
‘machines, machinery, or machine tools. 
Item 158— 
‘Wire netting, per ton, British, 68s.; inter- 
Mediate, 85s.; general, 105s, 
Jpon which Mr. Grecory had moved by 
ay of amendment— one : 
‘That the following words be added :—‘‘ And 
on and after 11th June, 1921, ad val., British, 
free; intermediate, 10 per cent.; general, 10 


eee : { ie 


bounty for the wire-netting 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [ 
I should like to be permitted t 
my amendment. I wish to make it op 
tive as from the 31st July, 1921. — 
netting is essential for the settle 
new land, and I think that it 
admitted free. In my, view, the 
established here should be protec 
bounty.. If the amendment in the - 
in which I now wish to submit it is a 
to, the Government will be given 
time—a couple of months—in whi 


Tariff reform, and make provisi 

indus 
think that until the 31st of July the d 
proposed in this Tariff should remain 


ting should be free under the Britis 
ferential Tariff, and there might be 
small duty against continental or o 
wire netting. The demand by membe 
of all parties is for greater productio 
and that can only be brought about k 
better use of lands already occup 
the opening up of new lands. In 
opening up of new areas, particular 
remote districts, wire netting i 

lute necessity for the protection of 
from dingoes and the protection o: 
and cereals from rabbits. No on 
consider ‘for a moment the openin; 

a new sheep station in any of the r 
districts of Australia without makin 
vision for wire netting. I remember 
nine or ten years ago, with another, I 
opening up some 6,000 acres of land, 
we had to put rabbit-proof fencing ar 
the whole area. The cost was then 
£57 to £58 per mile, including posts 
ordinary barbed wire, as well as 
ting. We need not worry much 
barbed wire, although it forms a1 
tial part of fencing against vermin 
cause the cost is small in comparison 
the cost of wire netting. A vermi 
fence at the time I refer to cost ai 
from £57 to £60 per mile. dt 
for honorable members to talk 
dumping when the price of wiré 


than its pre-war price. This article m 
be used extensively if we are to de 
the resources of Australia, and 
Government ask that a duty shall 


horations, ie i the eo ae ob- 
_ tained to-day, under which the iron and 
steel industry was established in Aus- 
ralia, there would be no excuse for pro- 
ecting wire netting. We have in power 
at the present time a Government whose 
members pretend that they are desirous 
yf fostering production in this country, 
nd yet they bring forward a proposal to 
evy a heavy duty upon this very neces- 
ary commodity. 
Mr. Grrene.—Does the honorable 
‘member know that, based upon present 
rices, the duty proposed i in this schedule 
ot s less than that which was imposed under 
the old Tariff? The duty upon wire net- 
ting to-day is less than the duty which 
was collected for some years. 
Mr. Maruews.—The honorable mem- 
yer for ‘Dampier has bad luck with his 
tatements. 
Mr. GREGORY.—I have nothing of 
he sort. The statements which have been 
repared for me are just as complete as 
-any which come from the Department of 
ade and Customs. 


V 
NM 


at the duty collected upon wire netting 

1913 amounted to only £123, while 
th the same importation to- day the 
duty would be £75,424. 


Mr. Gisson.—From the stand-point of 


he value of wire netting to-day, how does 
ih Pie now _ proposed compare with the 


a present prices, the ae now pro- 
eh is less than was the old duty. 

| GREGORY.—The Minister said 
that later. His first statement was that 
the duty was lower. 


The honorable 
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me GREENE.— What was the old heel 
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Mr. GREGORY.—Per mile of net 
ting ? 

Mr, Greenz—Yes. ee 

Mr. GREGORY.—Certainly not. er 
do not intend to institute a comparison 
between a free and a 10 per cent. 
duty, when wire netting cost £50 per 
mile, as it did in 1913, and the 
duty which is now proposed, when. that 
article is costing £100 to £150 per 
anile. I regard the importation of 
Wire netting as of very great importance 
to our agricultural and pastoral produe- 
tion. The Government have recently in- 
curred an enormous expenditure in send- 
ing agents to England for the purpose of 
attracting desirable immigrants to Aus- 
tralia, and an intense anxiety has been — 
exhibited to secure English reservists, 
with a view to pushing forward the de- 
velopment of our back country. But 
surely we cannot dump these reservists in 
the bush, and tell them that upon every 
article which they require they must pay 
a high Tariff taxation. If the Govern- 
ment had the slightest desire to aid in the 
settlement of our rural areas, they would 
remit the duty proposed upon wire net- 
ting, and stimulate the manufacture of 
that article by the payment of a bounty. 

Mr. Parker Moronry—Should we 
then be able to purchase wire netting any 
cheaper than we shall be able to purchase 
it under the Government proposal ? 


Mr. GREGORY.—By that means we 
should be building up the industry. The 
honorable member for Hume (Mr. Parker 
Moloney) has argued more than once that 
no matter what taxation is imposed upon 
any commodity, its effect is to decrease 
the price of it. Let us test that theory. 
There are quite a number of orchardists — 
in his own electorate, many of whom are 
obliged to cover the whole of their 
orchards with wire netting. 


Mr. Parxer Motonry.—Those orchard- 
ists ought not to be at the mercy of a 
foreign combine. 


Mr. GREGORY.—Honorable members © 
are well aware of the enormous losses 
which have been sustained by the man 
upon the land on account of the rabbit 
pest, and*of the huge sums which have — 
been expended upon wire netting in an ‘ 
endeavour to cope with that pest. We 
also know that it has been used exten- 
sively in some parts of the country by 


ee ualisis who desired to protect their 
‘ flocks from the ravages of the dingo. 
Mr. Francis.—Is wire-nettimg not now 
stainable? 
Mr. GREGORY. —Yes; but only at 
-mormously high prices. Prices have 
been 400 per cent. over those ruling be- 
_ fore the war, and on many occasions wire- 
- netting has ree unobtainable. 
Mr, Maraews.—lI think that the hon- 
geanie member’s move is really to prevent 
an increased duty being proposed, and 
that he is not actually out to secure a re- 
duction. 
- Mr. GREGORY.—WNot at all. I de- 
wire to secure free netting, and. make 
the people of Australia pay by means 
{eof a. bounty, The Government, 
realizing the’. great . value of wire- 
netting in connexion with the develop- 
ment of Australia, allowed imports 
from the United Kingdom to come in free. 
Ido not know that local manufacturers 
have asked for any duty provided. that 
_ their raw material is allowed to come in 
_ free. The Minister is so imbued with 
the idea that high Protective duties are 
of marvellous value to the community 
that I do not expect to get any conces- 
sion from him. 
Mr. Corser—That is a very unfair 
observation. 
- Mr. GREGORY.—I am speaking as 
_ the result of my experience of what has 
been done so far in connexion with the 
- Tariff. The honorable member (Mr. 
| Corser) was, no doubt, placated by the 
increased duty placed on bananas. ‘The 
Imerease was so enormous that it 
astonished honorable members. 
Mr. Corsrr.—I did not move that in- 
erease. 
Mr. GREGORY.—1I hope, at all events, 
ae that the Minister will give serious con- 
: sideration to the demand for some conces- 
sion in connexion with this important 
item. I desire, by leave, to amend my 
amendment by substituting “31st July,” 
for 0th, d ane’. 
i "Amendment, by leave, amended accord- 
ue ingly. 
- Mr. RICHARD FOSTER (Wakefield) 
| 45] .—I hope that honorable members 
“ill give very earnest consideration to the 
item under review. IL do not know 
: whether the Committee would approve of , 
; phates “ ee Mcarag ove 
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a 


to the manufacture of wire-ne 
I certainly cannot support the 
out mm the schedule. I am aw 
a new industry for: the manufacti 
wire-netting has been commenced 
tralia; but, while the Committ 
been more than gencrous in its eff 
protect new industries, this impost 
into direct conflict with primary 
tion in Australia to an extent that 
convince even those who favour 
Protective Tariff that relief ’ m 
given, either by means of a bounty 
local manufacture of wire-netting, 
returning to free imports from 
Britain, placing a duty of only 5 p 
on imports from other countries. 


Mr. Grsson.—The Minister ha 
that the rates under the old Tariff w 
higher. We will accept the old Tari 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—Yes 
want to tell the Committee the 
position in regard to the manufactu 
are now discussing. The rabbit 10. 
dingo are the greatest enemies of th 
mary producer in Australia. T 
mark applies equally to the f 
within the Hundreds, and to the 
toralists outside. The State of wh : 
am a representative has had a 
severe experience in this directi 
other State Governments are b 
to admit that they will have to 
enormous expenditure, as South A 
has done for the last thirty years, 
to contend with the ravages of thé 
outside, as well as the rabbits insi 
Hundreds. The duty on barbed w 
has an important bearing on thi 
tion. In the outside vermin dis 
where dog-proof fences have to be 
barbed wire is a very considerabl 
Not only two widths of the nettin 
at least three spans of the barb 
are used in order to make the 
thoroughly effective. I do not. 
to go into details; but I may say t 
order to rescue the outside pastor 
of South Australia from the rava 
the dingo and the de-population 
that pest brought about between 
and thirty years ago, so large an 
ture had to be ineurred on vermi 
fencing that the vermin-fencing ra 
actually greater than the rents. 
pastoral areas. The Government 
ae ae ae 3 over a p 


enty-one years, aa in many instances 
that, period had to be ex- 
on * im order, to prevent. the 
1 country ei being once more deserted. 


o GrREENE.—I did not. say that. 


oMa RICHARD: FOSTER. — The 
finister spoke to that effect. 
Mr. Grenne.—No. we 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. —Then i 


a am. Piatine 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.“ At the 
moment”? Well, I wish to tell the Min- 
‘ister that the dingoes have had free play 
during the war Saad ay, where vermin-in- 


: . Greene.—That is the seonaite: 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—The rea- 


he fabulous price that. was charged—a 
rice that the country could not pay. 


ire: ere daring the war was 400 per 


ae 28 that? 
_ Mr. RICHARD: FOSTER. —Largely 
ea cause was thas the machinery em 


war ‘purposes. Ror: instance, barbed wire 
‘required for the war; and many of 
=a hoping that, when the war was 


; Mr. Greenr.—It was not any good— 
was the trouble. 

_ RICHARD FOSTER. — The 
Minister i is quite right; the material was 
of such inferior quality that if it had 
een Sheri here it peas have proved 


ea: 


ees 


Mr. CHariton.—Does the honorable — 
member know that. the barbed wire manu- 
factured here is cheaper than that. im- 
ported ? 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. That may. | 
be; but it is still nearly 300 per cent. 
higher j in price than before the war. 


Mr. Crartron.—still, 
than the imported article. 


Mr, RICHARD FOSTER.—Produe- 
ing interests in Australia, particularly in 
the interior, cannot pay either 300 per 
cent., 200 per cent., or 100 per cent. on 
the previous prices. We hope to get 
back to former conditions, and, until we 
do, we must not simply sit down and 
allow the dingoes to ravage the outlying 
country. This item affects the wool in- 
dustry, which is the biggest in Australia. 
Are we going to hamper that great indus- 
try, and production all over the interior 
of Australia, simply because a manufae- 
turer has started to turn out barbed wire 
here? ‘If we are going to stand by this 
manufacturer, I see no other course open 
to us than that suggested by the honor-. 
able member for Dampier (Mr. Gregory), 
namely, to give a bounty instead of impos- — 
ing a duty. At any rate, something must 
be done by the Government, in their own 
interests as well as in the national in- 
terests. Squatters who were doing fairly 
well at one time are being ruined, and no 
revenue is obtained from them, either 
through the Customs or: by way of income 
tax, while the wool industry, which is the — 
largest in Australia, and as a wool in- — 
dustry the largest in the world, is jeopar- 
dized. A 

These remarks apply equally to the — 
wheat industry. We cannot get rid of 
the rabbits, except on little garden crops, © 
by which I mean small farms of 200 or — 
300. acres. Farming is conducted in — 
Australia on large areas, and it, is prac- 
tically impossible to do without: wire 
netting. I know that shire councils — 
have passed by-laws and made provision — 
for simultaneous destruction, but that has — 
never proved effective. The only effec. — 
tive means is to give the individual 
farmer wire netting at a price which — 
will enable him to encircle his own pron. 
perty. : 
large areas of Government lands which ~ 
are open, and form breeding grounds for 
pests ; this, to oe sorrow, 1 know to be. A 


it is cheaper 


I am reminded that there are — 


- ‘Tariff. 


t _ Every State Government o Aus- 
aia is equally wicked in this relation, 


ought to be made responsible. 


sponsibility. 
_ Mr RICHARD FOSTER.—And they 
- never will; it is hopeless to expect it. 
« The position, during the war, was simply 
one of helplessness, and it is nearly so 
now, because, as I have said, the price 
is nearly 300 per cent. higher than before 
he war. J urge the Government to look 
at the matter from a national point of 
view. Honorable members should see 
ae this proposed impost cannot be to 
the national interest, if it is simply for 
the purpose of building up one manufac- 
ture while many millions of acres are 
laid waste. 
Mr. Maruews.—That statement would 
appeal to anybody if it were true, but 
what caused the 300 per cent. rise in the 
price of wire netting—was it the Tariff? 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I am glad 
the honorable member has raised that 
point, for it is one with which I propose 
to deal. We are told by some honorable 
members that the establishment of this 
_ industry in Australia, even if only by the 
_ ereation of one big company, will give 
us a cheaper article. Let me tell the 
ee that, in pre-war days, if there 
was profiteering amongst importers, there 
was none in regard to this particular 
: ‘article. 


Mr. Maruzws.—They must have been 
“angel from heaven. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER—No; I 
“shall tell the honorable member the rea- 
son. The Governments of the various 
- States, following the lead of South Aus- 
tralia, given nearly thirty years ago, 
viewed this as a national question. 
great object was to stimulate and in- 
erease production, and it was arranged 


cost. The Lands Department of South 
: eirolis imported wire netting, as also 
d Elder, Smith, and Company and 
r big ‘firms, and every farmer and 
est Was he with it at, as 


i ‘per cent. 


a d- ‘it is the State Governments ue 


Mr. Greenn.—They never take the re- 


The 
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bounty. I want the Committee to re 


that J knew a good deal about 


to supply farmers and graziers at prime . 


| Without such an ar-- 
ement, what would: have been the or se 


in the districts chiefly venee 
the Government to take the | 


i 


that I shall not vote for this ce 2 
relief -is given in some other directi n. 

Mr. BELL (Darwin) 11.59 ‘ 
not know whether it would be prac 


; the 
pier (Mr. Gregory) has the symp t 
the majority of members.’ To ¢é 
straight to the point—we require cl 
wire netting. If it is necessary 
tect ae rae ck! to the a hat 


the seriousness of the vermin troub 
many parts of Australia. I am 
familiar with the portions of the 
monwealth where the dingo pest pre 
but I know the serious state of affairs 
the small farmer and settler is up ag 
with regard to rabbits. 
member for Maribyrnong (Mr. Fe: 
last night, in reply to something | : 
wanted to know why settlers who 
sbeen on the land for they years did 
fence their holdings while wire net 
was cheap. The ' honorable mem 
evidently not familiar with the | 
that prevailed in Gippsland, ae 


fifteen or twenty years ago. We 
rabbits there until about twen 
back. Eventually a few appea 
the settlers would not believe tha 
were ever likely to be a serious 
although they knew that rabbits w 
ing out the graziers in other parts 
Commonwealth. Until about | 
ago the rabbits had not increased 
an extent as to be a menace to the 
of land in Gippsland, but to-day th 
districts where numerous settlers, 
clearing their land of virgin for 
making it productive, are being c 
to abandon it to the rabbits. Thi 
particularly to areas of cleared — 
rounded by second and third cla: 
try, some of it worthless and ov 
with rubbish, ‘and offering a h 
the vermin. It is absolutely in 
for the settlers to make their xe) 
productive unless they 
aad _ About that time wire 


to what the cause of this was. The ques- 
_ tion that confronts us to-day is, How are 
we to get the necessary wire netting at a 
lower price? .Will the system of giving a 
bounty to encourage the industry meet 
aia The position in Tasmania 
to-day is ‘very similar to what it was in 
a: Gippsland fifteen years ago. The rabbit 
is now making inroads on the settlers’ 
holdings, and in a few years’ time I can 
see a state of affairs arising there exactly 
parallel with what it is in many portions 
of Australia, and the settlers having to 
walk out ruined. Can we afford to see a 
_ vast area of some of the finest land in the 
2 Commonwealth become absolutely unpro- 


» Mr. Fenton. _—That is a pretty black 
picture. : 

_- Mr. BELL.—It is. One honorable 
-. member last night accused honorable 
_ members on this side of crying. I shed a 
few tears after listening to him because of 
yee the absolute want of knowledge he dis- 
played of the conditions prevailing in the 
agricultural and grazing industries. 

Mr. Srewarr.—If they were put on 
some of that land they would talk pretty 
; eloquently after a few years. 

Mr. BELL.—I am afraid that many 
honorable members, especially those who 
come from the cities, continually focus 
_. their attention on the wealthy farmers 
i and graziers, forgetting that the over- 
iy ‘ whelming majority of those on the land, 
both in agriculture and grazing, are 
strugglers. They have been strugglers 
even during the last five or six years, and 
t is their interests that I am trying to 
There. are too, few members 


ances and struggles of these people. J 
am sure that if other honorable members 
had the same knowledge of their circum- 
: stances that some of us have, they would 


* Betray people. I want the Goramities 

to look at this case in the light of the 
absolute necessity of providing cheap wire 
papas in order to save large areas of the 


sy As to hat the Minister Said about the’ 


duty to-day being less than previously, it 
_ must be clear to the Minister and others, 


industry to-day is getting more protec- 
tion than it did under the 1914 Tariff. 
_ That is the point, and there is nothing 

se to consider. ‘Whether or not that 
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obviously the price of wire netting will 
increase in proportion to the increased 
protection that we grant. We have heard 
from high Protectionists and Prohibi-. 
tionsts frequently that to give more pro- 
tection to an industry does not increase the’ 
price. I have not-yet been able to satisfy © 
myself that that is the case. © On the 
other hand we have heard, during the de- 
bate on this division, and ‘particularly on. 
pig iron, that, unless a high duty was — 
imposed, certain industries would run a 
serious risk of being wiped out, and that 
the working people engaged in them would 
have their wages reduced. How can that 
come about unless the greater protection 
is going to increase the price of the ecom- 
modity? ‘We want cheap wire netting, 
and I urge the Minister to consider seri- 
ously whether it is not possible to adopt 
a bounty, as suggested by the honorable 
member for Dampier, in preference to the 
high protection which the Minister wishes _ 
to extend. If the Minister has any other 
scheme to propose that will be acceptable 
to the Committee I shall be delighted to 
hear it, but it is absolutely imperative, if 
we are to save many struggling settlers, 
and if our land is to continue productive, 
that we should have cheap wire netting. 
If we can bring that about without doing 
any injustice to the people engaged in the 
wire-netting industry, I hope that means 
will be taken, so that the settlers for whom 
J am pleading may be given a measure nf 
relief. 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN (Kden- ~* 
Monaro) [12.9].—I urge the Minister to 
give further consideration to the argu-— 
ments of the honorable member for - 
Dampier (Mr. Gregory). I am not in 
accord with the honorable member as a 
rule, but it seems to me that in this mat- 
ter he has a very good case. The Minister ° 
has said that the duty to-day is lower than 
it was. 


Mr. Warxins—You need not be 
frightened. They are making wire 
netting in Australia to-day cheaper, I be- 
lieve, than it can be imported. 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. —That is 
the trouble. It is contended with good — 
reason that, although they are making it_ 
cheaper in ‘Australia to-day, they are not - 
selling it cheaper. That is the experi- j 
ence of my constituents who, I suppose, © 
are typical of many others. If some © 


_ their way up 


other large establishments 
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of Cen are big holders and “squat- 
ters,” that is not a erime. Years ago 
many of those big holders were strug- 
gling selectors, and they bave worked 
from the shearing sheds 
and the Lacioullienal fields, These are 
the men who pioneered this country. 
Surely it is no crime for some of them 
to be wealthy to-day, but, as a matter of 
fact, the rabbit pest has brought a number 
of them back to scratch. There can never 
be a golden rule in fiscal matters, apply- 
ing the same degree of protection to all 
things; and this particular article, I con- 
tend, is an exception. The industry. does 
not require a big plant, because wire net- 
ting is being manufactured in many of 
our gaols. The admission that the effect 
of the duty would be to increase the cost 
of the material should be sufficient for us 
to cry halt, because wire netting is 


as essential for the orchardist and the 


grower of other primary products as for 
the farmer and grazier. The rabbits have 
- beeome so plentiful in recent years that 
‘in some quarters, unfortunately, they 
have come to be regarded as an industry 
‘instead of a pest. Freezing works and 
have been 
erected throughout the Commonwealth, 
and the business of rabbiting gives em- 
ployment to a large number of people at 
high wages, but it is not. an industry that 
we should encourage in any way. We 
ought never to lose sight of the fact that 
‘the rabbit is the greatest curse that Aus- 
tralia has ever experienced. The Minis- 
_ ter should tackle this problem seriously 

and see whether, by means of a bounty, 
“It is not ‘possible to encourage the manu- 
facture of wire netting in Australia, more 
especially as it is not likely that the 
_ bounty would be collected by two or three 
big companies or firms. 
the objection to bounties hitherto, but the 
manufacture of wire netting might be 
undertaken im quite a number of country 
 eentres, because, as I have already shown, 
an. extensive plant is not required. Un- 
less something is done to make it possible 
for the producer to get cheap wire netting 
there is very grave danger, as: the honor- 
able member for Wakefield (Mr. Richard 
iy Foster) has pointed out, of many: of the 
- richest districts in Australia becoming: de- 
populated. I appeal to the Minister to 
_ give serious consideration to the proposal 

f. Austin Chapman. Hea is 
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That has ibeen » 


to the State Governments? 
the wire-netting industry ? 


-have to 


Leagain appeal to the Minister 


Davi. 


made by fhe esr aceb les morater 
pier (Mr. Gregory). This i is n 
question. _ Ne 

Mr. Warxrs—The debate 1 a 


to know that il wages are pa 
industry. The go-slow policy is 
curse. I emptewe that oe hig 


the man on ie ay gs! bi 


have a prosperous and conte 
yeomanry, the industries of 
cities must suffer, and eventually’ 
shall find the grass growin 


many of our city streets. The 7 
of the honorable member for Dar 
is ‘an appeal to common sense. — 
should, by means of a bounty, hel 
small manufacturers to engage in 
manufacture of wire netting, so th 
struggling settlers, especially those in. 
isolated districts of the Commonw 
may be encouraged to check the in 
of the rabbits. Taxation is imer 
every year, and these people are up ag 
difficulties at every turn. If we 
the duty provided in the item, 
only be adding to their troubles, 
recently, a member of the Ministry 
£90 per mile for wire netting for 
ing purposes;. how on earth is it 
sible, then, for our struggling 
to buy wire-netting in order to ke 
vermin off their land, especially wher 
some cases, they are alongside Gover 
reserves that are unfenced, and 
nothing more than breeding ground 
the rabbits? 


Mr. Warkevs.—Then, why not ap: 


Ma: AUSEIN. CHAPMAN. ; 
tired of all this talk about app 
to State Governments, because, after 
the taxpayers of the Commonw re 
| bear the burden, L 
think the State’ Governments, 
just as anxious as any one el 
prevent the increase of the rabk 


aay by he cease: mem- 
ampier. " Surely, if three or 
perienced men got together and in- 
into this matter, they could evolve 
proposal which ‘this House could 
it, because we are all aiming at the 
ite namely, to promote the industry 
Poet | ‘the ‘same time cheapen ‘wire-" 
ng for the man on the land. Per- 
sonally, I favour a bounty. 

. r. WATKINS (Newcastle) [12. 17|.— 
thought that, by voting for this duty, 
ould in any way be imposing an addi- 


9, 


alth, I would readily agree to the 
osal made by the honorable member 
r Dampier (Mr. Gregory). But all the 
uments that have been used to-day 
“may be applied to every vote that has been 
e aken upon those Tariff items which deal 
ith articles required by our producers. 
“Mr. McWitrrams.—So they may. 


Mr. WATKINS.—I can understand 
1e honorable member ‘for Franklin 
ecing with my statement, because he 


° 


leves in a ree Trade policy. 


Mr. McWirtiams.—I do not believe in 
Sacrificing one class of the community to 
benefit another. 


Mr. WATKINS.—Well, that is the 
osition of the Free Trader. I cannot 

erstand the attitude of those honor- 
ale members who were returned at the 
t election on a definite pledge éo pro- 
t the industries of the Commonwealth 


ries. 

r. WATKINS. Seah sad atti manu- 
ae in Australia will, I presume, be 
st as effective in checking the rabbit 
st as the imported article. 

‘Mr. Srewarr.—Nobody disputes that. 
M -Grecory.—l believe the manufac- 
re produces a good article, and that he 
uite prepared to carry on without 
uty, provided he could get his iron 


_WATKINS.—Of course. We fre- 
ly meet that class of manufacturer. 
years ago, in Sydney, they wanted 
black wire free from Germany and 
alvanize it here. Does the honorable 
member for Dampier stand for that? 


Grucory.—We always had a duty 
, nee wir sul ye Psaee it. 
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onal burden on the farmers of the Com-» 


f Diaeag, 7 6 


Mr. WATKIN S ale am not very ane | 
concerned about the Continental wire. I 
would always prefer the British wire if — 
we could be sure that it really was British, © 
and not wire imported from Continental ye 
countries through Great Britain. The 
prices of many articles have increased _ 
enormously, and the men on the land have > 
been affected, because it has been impos- 
sible to get supplies of many things from — 
“overseas, but the position to-day is quite — 
different. There iS In existence in Syd: 
ney one big firm which is producing con- 
siderable quantities of wire netting, We 
have been told by another honorable mem- 
ber that that article is being produced © 
elsewhere in the Commonwealth, and we 
know that one establishment has- been 
started which will be able-to supply more 
than Australia’s total requirement — Of 
wire netting. That being so, ese have © 
the farmers to fear? — 

Mr. Ricuarp Fostrr.—They: are pay- - 
ing 800 per cent. more than they saat 


before the war. 


Mr. WATKINS.—Wipe out the tedaly 
industries, and then what will they pay? — 

Mr. Rrcrarp Fosrrr.—For many years — 
before the war we never paid more than 
5 per cent. profit on imports. Dae 

Mr. WATKINS.—We are‘ trying i) 
establish Australian industries that. will 
furnish the farmer with adequate i 
plies. 

Mr. Mc Wirtrams. a what price?) 

Mr. WATKINS.—The cost of produc 
tion plus an ordinary profit. - 

Mr. Ricwarp Fostrr—If the preemie 
prices are to be continued, these establish- 
ments might as well be shut up. Ae 

Mr. WATKINS. — The honorable _ My 
member would like to revert. to pre-war — 
conditions, and reduce the wages in this : 
industry. | 

Mr. Ricoarp Foster.—lIf things con. 
tinue as they are there will be no ea 
and no wages at all on, the stations. - 

Mr. WATKINS.—I ask hosand le 
members opposite what sections of the 
community were best looked after during © 
the war. Were they not the producers of 
wheat and wool? | 
. Mr. Ricwarp Fosrrr.—We are af Tal 
of the rabbit.and the dingo. 

Mr. MoWui11ams.—During the 
the consumer in Australia got wool 
wheat cheaper than the consumers ‘ 
hove else in the world. 
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“Mr. WATKINS.—That is beside the 
question. Tf the Government had not 


come to the aid of those industries, what 
price would the producer have received 
for his products? I did not object to 
what the Government did in time of 
trouble. We desire to see the people on 
the land prosper, and we do not wish to 
set’ the land-owner against the people in 
the cities, but that is what is being done. 
- We must all realize that city and country 
are dependent on each other. 

Mr. Srmewart.—We recognise that, but 
the city does not. 

Mr. WATKINS.—When the farmers 
were in trouble with their wheat and wool 
the Government came to their rescue. 
When there have been droughts, have not 
the State Governments helped the farmers 
with free seed-wheat and the cheap car- 
’ riage of their stock over the railways ? 

Mr. (Srewart.—Free seed-wheat is un- 
known +o the farmers of Victoria. 

Mr. WATKINS.—The honorable mem- 
ber is speaking of only one State. The 
farmers have never been neglected in 
their time of trouble. 

Mr. Bretut.—I know some who are in 
trouble always, and have never had assist- 
ance. 

Mr. WATKINS.—That applies gene- 
rally to the community; there is always 
some section in“trouble. Compare what 
has been willingly done by Federal and 
State Governments to help the people on 
the land, with the treatment meted out 
to men who invest their money, in mines. 
If a disaster happens in a mine, the 

owners are liable to be put on trial. If 
their mine is ruined, they get no help 
from the Government. 

Mr. McWititams.—The 
owner has done all right. 

Mr. WATKINS.—And, according to 
the returns, so have many of the pas- 

toralists. 

Mr. McWittiams.—I do not believe i in 

_ imposing. a duty on the miners’ shovels 
and explosives. 

Mr. WATKINS.—The banerabls mem- 
ber is consistent in his attitude. 

_ Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—The honorable 
member should advocate bounties instead 
of duties. 

Mr. WATKINS.—I have never been 
in favour of bounties except when we 
could get nothing else, and even then only. 
at the inception of an industry. The 
farmers have ne ts to fear in regard to 


coal mine 
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-of the many a. things that are d 


wer, 
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wire netting. The Augean ro 
within the next few months will be g 
than local requirements. There is fa 
much decrying of the locally-made 

Mr. Gisson.—We are not doing 

Mr. WATKINS.—Particularly not 
regard to onions. I stated last night 


to interfere with the progress of Aus 
industries. JI mentioned the highe 
to which engineers subject Aus 
metals in comparison with those impo 
from abroad. 

Mr. Stewart.—LEvery honorgiea 
ber in this corner disapproves of that 

Mr. WATKINS.—To disapprove ¢ 
is one thing, but to take action to b 
the foreign tenderer is another. 

Mr. McWitirams.—It may mean 
ing two or three times as much when 
article is purchased here. | 

Mr. WATKINS.—Australians shot 
patronize their own industries. Firm 
are already manufacturing wire net 
and the consumers are not paying 

much as they would be compelled to 
if our industries were wiped out and tho 
consumers were depending on ove 
supplies. I hope the Minister will 
agree to any reduction in the duties 
that our industries may be adequat 
protected. One plant now being e 
lished will produce more wire netti 
than we have ever used in Australia, 
will manufacture the wire netting 
from imported material, but from " 
ore raised in Australia. 


Mr. ROBERT COOK (Indi) [12. 


ae member for Neweastle (Mr, 
met is quite in earnest. [I am a P 


heard a great deal of the toon 
the wire netting industry; but very 
has been said concerning the pastoralyg 
farming industries. * 
the greater for the benefit of the leet ' 


appear to be in favour of suppo 
those industries that are of the i 


ay. : hate has been a good deal of re- 
- petition, and it is not my desire to dis- 
eae points that have already been men- 


tioned, mit. wish to ~~ submit” '’a 
ie f ew figures of interest. During the 
1880 to 1919 Victoria has 


The losses in stock Site that 
ae amounted to approximately 
~£6,000,000, whilst those on crops 
Peed to £4,000,000 Parka expendy: 


The N as South Wales Boreas ex- 
pended from 1890—I could not obtain the 
figures before that year—to 1919, £69,800 
fencing, and private individuals spent, 
in erecting division fences, £6,166,466. 
The direct losses in stock from 1880 to 
1919 were approximately £20,000,000, 
hilst the losses on crops were £7,000,000, 
- a total of £33,236,266. The grand 
total for New South Wales and Victoria 
is therefore £47,318,724. Private expen- 
diture in New South Wales on fumigating 
plants, digging out, &¢., has amounted to 
£15,000,000. I have not the figures for 
South Australia, Western Australia, 
Queensland, or Tasmania, but I under- 
stand that -thousands of miles of wire 
tting are required for adequately’ pro- 
 tecting the orchards in the last-mentioned 
_ State. We can safely estimate that the 
aes te in the States for which I 


‘ Bares I have Raid: I have been very 
3 conservative in ny estimate; and during 


The Victorian Government are 
present ‘abemalie: a Bill.to provide 


are ee to be a menace to settlers, 
_ We have settled 22,000 returned soldiers 
on the land, and after many years of 
bitter experience, I believe, their chief 
rm eans of protecting their holdings from 


vermin. will be by means of wire netting. 
equent reference has i made to the 
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Uae eines of the wire netting industry; 
but what hag wheat and wool alone meant 


to Australia during the recent war? The 
value of these two commodities alone has 
been £400,000;000, which would be suffi- 
cient to discharge ’ Australia’ s war obliga- 
tions. N otwithstanding the importance 
of these industries to Australia, they have 
not been given the consideration to which 
they are entitled. The wire netting in- 
dustry is not at present in a position to 
supply our immediate demands, and un- 
til it is we should not give it a monopoly 
and allow it to bleed the consumers in our 
community. In 1908, 7,604,453 pairs of 
rabbits, valued at £336 093, were shipped 
abroad ; and in 1917-18, 13, 154,307 pairs 
valued at £985,109, were exported. 1 5 
estimate that eight. rabbits are equal to 
one sheep; so that the 26,308,614 rabbits 
exported in 1917-18 were equal to 
3,288,579 sheep. If those sheep were 
valued at 10s. per head, which is a con- 
servative estimate, because many of them 
were worth 30s., their total value would 
be £1,644,289,. whereas the value of the 
rabbits was only £985,109. Thus we have 
a loss in one year—1917-18—of £659,099. 

Then, in 1908, 65,391 ewt. of rabbit skins 
were ‘exported. These skins had a value 
of £304,999. Allowing eight skins to a 
pound, and assuming that eight rabbits are 
the equivalent of one sheep, had we been 
exporting sheep instead of rabbits, the 
exportation would have been worth 
£3,500,000. Thus there was a loss of 
£3,195,000 incurred by exporting rabbits 
instead of sheep. The following table 
shows the exportation of frozen rabbits — 
and rabbit skins, and their value, from 
the year 1908 to the year 1917-18 :— 


” Year. Rabbits—Frozen. Rabbit Skins. _ 
Pairs. £ cwt. £ hig 

1908 7,604,053} 336,093) 65,391! 304,990 — 
1909 ay 9,181,312] 423,679) 62,180} 347,244 — 
1910 ,- | 9,652,127! 486,592} 86,930] 566,739 
1911 S 8,362,994| 407,034) 92,587} 498,037 — 
1912 6,494,259) 320,887) 87,878) 576,179 
1913 ap 9,366,290) 497,568) 86,998) 620,487 — 
1914-15 .. | 10,290,016) 531,920) 56,437] 230,139 
1915-16 .. | 11,367,538] 724,624) 51,857) 261,868 — 
1916-17 .. | 12,674,472) 915,142; 48,403) 433,546 eg 
1917-18 .. | 13,154,307) 985,190) 71,991 1,155,824 hen 


The Minister, of course, is possessed of i. 
these facts, but some honorable members 
are ignorant of them. Last night — 


the ‘honorable member for East Syd- 
ney (Mr. West) 
farmers had got in their wheat they 
had nothing more 
‘Great Giver produced the golden grain 
for 
erable members for Darling (Mr. Blake- 
- ley) and Hume (Mr. Parker Moloney), 
who know the true position of the farmers, 


fail 


said that when the 


to do until the 


their harvesting; but the hon- 


have pictured it quite differently. As a 


practical man, I know that the rabbits 


are a pest, and that they and the dogs 


will be a greater pest in future unless Par- 


liament helps the primary producer by 


- jetting him get wire netting at a reason- 


able price. 


a adverse circumstances. 
“to injure the trade’ of Newcastle, but 1 


Mr. FLEMING (Robertson) [12.45 ].— 


I cannot allow the occasion to pass with- 


out again expressing the hope that the 


- Minister will do something to relieve the 


man on the land, who is struggling against 
T should be loath 


am opposed to allowing its interest to 


drain away the life-blood of the country. 


Mr. Cuariton.—We are concerned, not 


- with building up Newcastle, but with 


making the Commonwealth self-contained. 


- Wire is made all over Australia. 


‘Mr. FLEMING.—Newcastle is ap- 
parently destined by nature to be the 
sreat manufacturing centre of Australia, 
and is at present the chief seat of the tron 
and steel industry. I know New South 
Wales, from the coast to beyond the 
Darling, and from the Murray to the 
Queensland border, and to me it seems 


that the octopus-like city of Newcastle is 


5 


draining the life-blood of its country dis- 
tricts. . As a boy, I used to see coming 


: along the Barwon 30,000 wethers, four 


and six-tooth, one mark, which means 


that on the stations where they were 


bred there were at least 60,000 
lambs in two years. Does any one 
see flocks like that to-day? You can 


travel from one end of New South Wales 
to the other, and will not cross three sta~- 


tions with such magnificent flocks of sheep 


as used to be seen in my boyhood. Men 


are being driven off the Western Plains. 


‘such importance to the men of the avestern. 


‘The flocks that I speak of gave employ- 


ment to camps of thirty men and fifty 
horses, and indirectly provided work for 


i “scores. of trades connected with the pas- 
_ toral industry, and assisted to maintain 
‘the homes of hundreds of shearers. The 


question now before the Committee is of 


districts of New South Wales that ib as- 
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tonishes me that the honor 


is not here to protest against 


Will Ogilvie tells’ how many ¢ 


which have been built up with sue 


made themselves heard in the 


for Darling (Mr. Blakeley), ¥ 
dent of the Australian Wor 


tion of high duties on wire n 
cause his people are vitally conce 
the bread and butter of 2 
working men throughout the | 
wealth is jeopardized. Paterson he 
ten of Clancy, of The Overflow, 
hind his eattle singing, but there 
little of that nowadays. Me 
Clancy have mostly 


£ 


who put up a hard fight 


in new country have gone ©. 
This Committee, by putting high 
on farm requisites, is helping to 
the homes of. the people outbac 


and trouble. What did Henry 
prophesy of the men of those 
Western areas of New South Wales 1 
this Committee would now rum? 
There are boys out there by the w 
creeks, who hurry away from schoo 
To climb the sides of the breezy 
dive in the shaded pool, = 
Wlio’ll stick to their guns when the 
taims quake to the tread of a might 
And fight for Right or a Grand Mi 
men never fought before. 
And. did they not fight? This Com: 
would destroy those who have — 
much to make Australia gr 
merely for the sake of a small 
trated city industry. I appeal 
able members to take the broa 


to the city streets.and lanes. I 
to help to maintain that happy a: 
ous people, for the rearing of whom 
tralia is already noted, of whom 
pire is proud, and of whom th 
world stands, perhaps, in some 
certainly, in®°respect. We kno 
men who set the pace in the re 
conflict were those Australians 


played the game well, and to the utm 
of their ability; but those who really 
and forced the pace came from 
tralia’s broad acres, where they hac 
face to face with nature, and kne 
hardships of life through drought, 
flood, and fire. To-day we would fa 
injure their prospects, in casual fa 
because one or two powerful v 


Eipesti: ald ohare ary the sia 
tern districts—since they are his con- 
ents—is absent. Im making that 
ng reference, I do not impugn the 
srable member at whom it is directed. 
no doubt, has some good public rea- 
or being elsewhere. But I spent my 
g days on the wide Western plains, 
know full well the fight which the 
s there have had to wage against 
ry variety of obstacle, natural and 
erwise. Shall we now take away their 


all 


id B icicea bile ery that we are belittling 
ib Australia, and that all our actions tend 


orable ese for Indi (Mtr. Robert 
Cook) <a the Committee with a 


ays secure when I have to face a 
10 tile crowd at a public meeting. TI fill 
hem up with figures, which get them 
ea _and distract their attention 


t mi eae is all loss inate no oh As 
the honorable member, for Robertson 
r. Fleming), I pity him, because he is 
a those unfortunates who has 
7 over’’ from one party 
He knows, as I know, 
| idle N ational Caucus is now 
its best to poison his elec: 
oo has made his: I gachitee 


1d, no SS deatht, since Be Sige the game, 
» will have copies of this beautiful 
oughts, as recorded in Hansard, printed 
and forwarded in sige ees form to 


0 eT. live in the city, I am. not air 
out friends in the country. I actually 
e friends in the electorate of Cowper, 
_ although they are good Labour 
ple, made the best. choice possible, in 


et More than one of these poor 
le struggling farmer friends of 
n: Cowper has written, asking me to 


_ Poor, miserable country folk! 
soft and sick they are. The delicate honor- — 
if a dray-— 


ae of a Labour Crorasemae when 


acter’ brand af mator car 
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that I could recommend them. 


electorate, bought a farm for about £55 
to £60 an acre. To-day this poor, miser- 
able country man tells me he has been 
asked to sell at £115 am acre. What a 
shocking state of affairs after nine years 
on the land! I would like to find a way 
in. the city for turming over capital as 
rapidly as that. Even in an alleged 
drought season my friend wrote, telling 
me that he was. doing very well, consider- 
ing. He said, “I can only send down a 
little bit of butter, but I get an awfully 
big cheque back.” There are honorable 
members sitting behind the Government, 
whose life interest is in the land, who 
could buy out the whole of the members 
of the Opposition. When any one of them 
dies the probate duties connected with 
his estate will swamp all the means of 
the living members of the Labour party. 


able member for Robertson, 
horse were to kick him, would never feel | 
it; whereas, if a hard antl wiry city man, 
who has to spend his life in the salubrious _ 
atmosphere of a factory, were to receive 
that same kick, he would not live to learn 
what had struck him.. 
man on the land is doing very well. There 
is no need to cry over him. ‘He has only 


to “raise a holler,” and the Government : 
come to his rescue, whether it be a mat- 


ter of wool or wheat or onions. Millions 
are advanced to see him “round the cor- 
ner.” Bank deposits throughout Austra- 
lia are enormous because the bank is 
where the wretched, 
puts his hoardings. 
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One: of 


them, who has been for nine years in the _ 


Look how | 


Altogether, the 


struggling farmer | 


+ 


Sitting suspended from 1 to 2.15 re 


Mr. MeWILLIAMS (Franklin) [2. eae 


—I listened with great interest to the 
speech made by the honorable member for 


Whilst the . 


Indi (Mr. Robert Cook). 
honorable member, and other honorable 
members, have dealt with the duty on 
wire-netting as it affects pastoralists aude 
large land-owners, I want. the Comaitieg | 
to bear in mind that, perhaps, the smallest — 
land-holders in Australia—I refer: to the 
holders of orchards of 10 or 15 acres in | 


extent—must have wire-netting if theg Sh 


are to carry on their industry.. I do not. 


know of one district in Tasmania in. wee ® 


it would be safe for a man to Diet out 
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young trees in his orchard without first 
putting a rabbit-proof fence around it. 
_ Even when this is done, it is often found 
“necessary to flag the trees to prevent them 
being ring-barked by hares and rabbits 
as effectively as if a man went round 
them and scraped the bark off with a 
knife. We are placing many hundreds of 
returned soldiers on orchard properties 
in Tasmania and in Victoria. We often 
speak of the value of closer settlement in 
Australia, and there is no industry which 
is more useful for closer settlement than 
is the fruit-growing industry. In my 
own electorate, there are hundreds of men 
_ whose orchards do not exceed 20 acres in 
extent. It is considered that 25 acres is 
as much as an ordinary man and his 
family, with a little outside help occa- 
sionally, can attend to. We are being 
asked to-day to impose a tax on every one 
of the owners of these small areas to keep 
one industry going. : 
Mr. Warxins.—We deny that. We say 
that if you wipe out the duty, those who 
require wire-netting will have to pay more 
for it. 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I admire the 
fight which the honorable member is put- 
ting up from the stand-point of en- 
couraging a particular industry at the 
expense of those engaged in other indus- 
tries. I wish to encourage the wire-net- 
ting industry; but I utter my protest 
against encouraging one industry at the 
expense of men who, in my view, are more 
deserving of encouragement than are 
those engaged in the wire-netting in- 
dustry. | 
Sir Rosert Brst.—Is the honorable 
member referring to onions? 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I am referring 
to something which the honorable mem- 
ber for Kooyong (Sir Robert Best.) does 
not understand, and that is common sense. 
The honorable member waves the flag in 
this House, and would die for the flag, 
- but he will not trade with it. It 1s about 
_ time that kind of hypocrisy was put an 
end to. What does the honorable mem- 
ber think about that and onions? I was 
_ not here when the debate upon the duty 
on onions took place. It would spell 
- ruin to the orchard industry in Victoria 
and Tasmania if the orchardists did not 
use wire-netting for the protection of 
_ their orchards. Hundreds of miles of it 
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‘before they can look for 1s. retu 


-* must be used. I have said that we are 


\ 
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putting returned soldiers into th 
industry, and before the returne 
can plant his trees, he must pr 
orchard with wire-netting. Th 
gaged.in the fruit-growing industr 
to labour hard for seven or eigh 


their labour. The amendment mo 
the honorable member for Damp 
Gregory) is exceedingly fair. 
that we require to encourage 
netting industry, and are prepar 
so by the payment of a bounty 
bounty would be paid by the whole 


particular class or section of the 
munity. This duty is absolutely a class” 
imposed on those who use wire-nettin 
Without wire-netting, the pastoral indu 
try, the agricultural industry for t 


horticultural industry, cannot be 
on. The Minister (Mr. Gree 
asking that orchardists, who have t 
for seven or eight years before th 


pay tribute to a wealthy compan: 
the Broken Hill Proprietary Comp 
am prepared to assist the wire 
industry, but I am not prepared t 
the Broken Hill Proprietary Co 
to levy tribute on a_ class of the 
munity who are unable to bear it. 
ing the last few years, orchardis 
had to meet particularly bad times 
honorable member knows that, in 
orchard districts of Victoria, Tasr 
and New South Wales, thousands of 
of fruit have rotted on the groun 
cause there was no market for it. 
Mr. West.—The fruit woul 
rotted whether there was a duty 
netting or not. a 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—Of, course 
would; but my point is that men whi 
laboured under such serious disé 
tages, because of high freights and 
disorganization of the markets show 
be taxed on their only means of salvati 
We are being asked to tell those m 
they must put wire-netting fences arc 
their properties, and before they can 
so they must pay tribute to one of 
wealthiest companies in Australia. — 
Mr. GREENE (Richmond—M 
for Trade and Customs) [2.25 
honorable member for Frank 


illiams) ve made a speech typical 
those which have been made during 
debate in opposition to this duty. He 
talked of the tremendous hardship it 
be to the small orchardist if we im- 

this pathy I a the “ae aes Papas o 


entleman work it out. 

’ Mine: GREENE. —It is 26 chains, or a 
little | over a quarter of a mile, 

OM: Wart.—lIs the honorable gentle- 

man sure of that figure ? 

aM -, GREENE.—Yes. Ten chains by 


ain is an acre. There would be 
e Bhat not give 26 dismnad 


“has s said hat 10 chains oe 1 chain is the 


onorable horspie sud at first. 

. GREENE.—That is so. The pre- 
war - price of wire netting was £25 per 
mile, and this duty represents 12} per 
t. on the pre-war price. 

Ir. 
tleman sure that the pre-war price was 
gs mile? I think that his figures 


a EARLE Pace. an aie “you can get a 
ate of 50 per cent. if you take a mile 


GREENE.—I am talking from 
lie circulars put into my hands. 
, the price as £25 Pet mile, and I say 
1e duty represents 124 per cent. on that. 
ssuming that 1 rile of fencing is 
ired for a typical orchard of 30 acres, 
would mean a mere bagatelle per 
ard; and yet the honorable member 
r Franklin talks about this duty as a 
hing burden on the man on the land. 
r. McWrtu1ams.—I did not say fhat 
it was a crushing burden. I said it was a 
ul den that we had no right to place 
pon him. 
Mr. GREENE.—1I do not admit for a 
‘ae that the imposition of the duty 
leans dearer wire; i Fanppgeing that the 
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‘Mr. Warr.—tThe honorable gentleman ' 


McWIttiamMs.—Is the honorable 
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whole of the duty were borne by the man 


on the land, how much would it repre-. 


sent to a man with 30 acres of orchard ? 
It would be a mere bagatelle; and yet 


that is the sort of argument we have been 


listening to all the morning. | 
Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—What about 
the wider areas? 
Mr. GREENE.—I admit that, in the 
case of the wider areas, if the whole of 
the duty is passed on to the land- holder, 


it may represent a considerable burden. 


The argument of the honorable member S 


for Wakefield (Mr. Richard Foster) this 
morning was that during the war we 
could not get wire; that the pastoralists 
were absolutely helpless, as the dingoes 


‘were coming in, and that they could do 


nothing to keep them ‘out. . 

Mr. RrcoHarp Foster.—And we are 
helpless now. 

Mr. GREENE.—The honorable mem- 
ber said, further, that the price of wire 
netting went up so high that it was 
utterly impossible for our land-holders to — 
fence out the pests. 


reason why I believe we should endeavour — 
to establish the wire netting industry in — 


this country. 

Mr. Ricwarp Foster.—We got cost 
price from the factories at Home before 
the war, and no firm in Adelaide put 
more than 5 per cent. on that. 

Mr. GREENE.—That does not inter- | 
fere with my argument that it would be — 
desirable to have this industry established 
in Australia. : 

Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—I can tell the 


ee 


honorable gentleman further that the cost 


of the netting was more than the rent of 
the land. 

Mr. GREENE.—None of these state-— 
ments affecb my.argument that our war 


experience has shown us that this is an — 


industry which, perhaps, above all others, 
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That is exactly the by 


we should endeavour to establish in Aus- a) 


tralia. 
Mr. Bamrorp. —Is the Minister aware 


that, years and years ago, miles and miles” ‘ : 
of wire netting were being made in Pent- 


ridge? 

Mr. GREENE.—The authorities there 
were importing the actual wire and the 
inmates of the gaol were simply weaving — 
it, It was because of that policy that 
we found ourselves in the position of — 
being unable to effectively help ourselves — 
during the war. 


up this industry from its base, te 


Wy ay.) 
, yo 


Instead of having built ~ 
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we are 
lessons which we have 
result of our war experience. 
perfectly true that we have had for some 


T Larff. 


a Plast furnace, we had merely undertaken 
the work of weaving the netting from 
- Imported wire, with the result that we 
found ourselves in an extremely par- 
oO) hore 
we could not obtain any wire. 


nh 
The 
high price which we ,have been pay- 


position during the war, 


ing for some considerable time for Aus- 
 tralian-made wire netting is largely ac- 
counted for by the fact that that netting 
has been made from imported rods. 
owe been able to manufacture our own 
rods and draw our own wire from our 


Had 


own material, using our own spelter, 
we would have been in a position to sup- 
ply the farmers and graziers of Australia 


_ with wire netting at a reasonable price. 


The remarks of the honorable member for 


_ Indi (Mr. Robert Cook) in regard to the 
Immense losses which our people have 
sustained through their inability to ob- 


tain wire netting, are perfectly true. It 
is because the Government are cognisant 
of those losses and realize that they are 
the direct result of the industry not hav- 
ing been established in the right way, that 
we are now attempting ot build it up from 
the base. The honorable member for 
Wakefield has complained that we are 
seeking to impose a duty upon the 
raw material for this industry. But 


learned as the 
Tt! is 


time in Australia looms for the weaving 
of wire netting. Our difficulty has been 


that we had not the wire to weave. 


Mr. Ricuarp Fosrrr.—Give us the old 


duty. 


Mr. GREENE.—Under the old Tariff 


a wire netting from the United Kingdom 


was admitted free. Those honorable 


- members who have spoken upon this item 


have recognised the desirableness of estab- 


_ lishing the industry in this country. Even 
the honorable member for Dampier (Mr. 
_ Gregory), strong as are his leanings to- 
_ wards Free Trade, has said that we ought 
not to destroy it. 
_ should stimulate the production of wire 
netting by the payment of a bounty. 
_ the policy which we have hitherto adopted 
has been to give a bounty only in cases 
_ in which it was necessary to gradually 

build up an industry until it was capable 
of supplymg the reasonable requirements 
Sek own be ! Wales ik an ane is 


He has urged that we 
But 


oe | 


wire netting? There is one est 


doing that because of the 


pe asi in any. ae 
have always protected it by m 
duty. What is the position in - 


in Sydney, the capacity of which is 1. 
miles per month. Another fa: ( 
course of erection at Newcastle, an 
of it is already producing. Tha 
lishment has a still greater ca 
have the works in Sydney. 
several other firms which are man’ 
turing wire’netting, but which a 
in a position to draw the wire. 
cause we found ourselves in such a 
ward predicament during the war, 
lieve, the Sydney factory exten 
works very considerably. Then, _ 
Ryland, one of the best English m 
turers, whose product is more favol 
known. than is that. of any other m 
turer in the world, have eome he 
have erected a very large factory w 
within a short space of time, will 
a position, along with the other fact 
already established, to supply our 
wire netting requirements. We a 
in the hands of # monopolistic ims 
tion in respect of this commodity. — 
Mr. Grecory.—_Would not the Bi 
firm mentioned by the Minister 
been willing to conduct operatio 
out the aid of a duty, if their ra 
terials had been admitted free? 
Mr. GREEN E.—They may have 
But have I not been attempting di 
the past ten minutes to show that 
because we had admitted iron anc 
wire free that we found ourselves i 
a hopeless position during the war? 
the honorable member says that we 
to continue that state of things 
that it is a suicidal ‘ee to. a 


up aimee Free rade : 
Mr. GREENE.—It was not an 
try. In effect, the honorable me 
says that we must not use our own 
material, our own iron ores, or our 
blast furnaces, but that we must u 
material, ores, and blast furnace 
other countries. He says that we s. 
import the rods and weave the 
from then. That is not my conee 
of an industry. Here we have an oppe 
tunity to make Australia self-con 
in regard to one of the commodities 
I regard as essential to our 


Seg 


gr eater ses “to our primary 
than did any other factor. I 
interests of the primary pro- 
dearly at heart as has any hon- 
But I do not believe 


ers that they should ‘be told that 

mposing a crushing burden upon 
yy means of these duties. I believe 
@ very opposite is true; and that 


stand for duties which TL eon- 


. be necessary, not only in the 


s of the community as a whole, 


_ the interests of the primary pro- 
$ in particular. 
-Gisson.—Is there ee wire 


DP ereire —Undoubtedly. The 
rawing establishments we have at 


Ave time can supply all our re- 


Ben ey was aes by the 
member for Parkes (Mr. 


GREEN E UY ee. but that does 


affect my argument. I know. where 
at telegram came from, and all that 
hind it. .As a matter of fact a 
telegram was sent to me. I do 
wish to occupy further time, but I 
gest that we should take a_ vote 
ee item caps ane The Go- 


1 rave. —The honorable gentleman 
yet dealt with the bounty 


REENE.—When an. industry 
een definitely established I do not 
that the payment of a bounty 1s 
way in which to assist it. 
_a bounty may sometimes be use- 


aan to bows up an awa 


‘netting from imported wire. 


Of 


‘ate: GREENE. Oe, pours! no. ts 
could be granted except for wire netting 
manufactured from Australian wire 
rods. One cannot conceive of the pay-. 
ment of a bounty for the manufacture of 
We shall 
have to leave the duty upon wire at the 
rates set out in item 136k. 

Mr. Grsson.—Does the Sacudne 
submitted by the Minister yesterday for 
the imposition of a duty upon barbed — 
wire of 25 per cent. under the British : 
preferential Tariff, of 30 per cent. under | 
the intermediate Tariff, and of 85 per 


-eent. under the general Tariff, cover wire Ks 


of 14 gauge and under? 

Mr. GREENE. have HO Ss alike 
Committee, and I told the honorable — 
member hanes that it was not intended — 
to apply those duties to this particular 
wire, and that I would take the neces- 
sary action to restore that class of wire 
to the duties which are set out in item 
136n. 


bigger sizes of wire. 

Mr. GREENE.—1 thought that I a 
made it abundantly clear that it was 
intended to entirely remove from the 
higher duties the class of wire of 
which I was speaking at the time, 
and, if the Committee will permit. 
me to do so, I shall take action 
to that end at the earliest oppor-_ 
tunity. The proposal to grant a bounty 
for this particular purpose would, a 
the duties were arranged in the manner 
suggested by the honorable member, en- 
tirely close up the smaller manufacturers 
of wire netting. They would find it im- 
possible to operate. I gave careful con- 
sideration during the luncheon hour to 
the question as to whether it would be 
possible to substitute, either in part or in- 
whole, a bounty for this duty, and have 
come to the conclusion that it is prac: 
tically impossible to do so. 

Mr. Grecory.—lf the Minister would 
agree to recommit the item later on, our 
party would promise not to debate ane 
question. 


honorable member to ee for the wali 
Committee 1 in that cs Sa If, on fore 


do Eaniaike to hae the pmowible mem: 


: ber and patie re have Geet il . 


Mr. Grecory.—Only in regard to ho ie 


be recommitted. purposes. On that being s 


and steel, for use in the manufacture of barbed 
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- recommit ‘the item; otherwise it will not that the wire is being used sole 


Question—That the amendment (Mr. satisfaction, the wire will co: 


_ Gregory’s), as amended, be agreed to— these lower rates under the departm 
- put. The Committee aiv ited. by-laws. 
me Ayes". Ay eae eet Amendment agreed to.. 
Noes .. - -» 29 Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [2. 
a en should be glad if the Minister 
Majority .. va ae ree to revert to the wording 0: 
ag g 
AYES. Tariff, “ woven wire, measuring © 

Atkinson, L. Gibson, W. G. holes to the lineal inch.” The item 

Bell, G. J. Gregory, H. stands, deals with woven wire measur: 

Peon: Eee LAVOE ees over 40 holes to the lineal inch. © 

Chapman, Austin Page, Dr. Earle : . ss 

Cook, Robert Stewart, P. G. a matter of importahce to the mi 

Career, He B.C. Tellers: f dustry. The amendment I suggest wi 

Foster, Richard Bowden, E. K. not interfere with local producti 

eed: M a nannd ee have been asked by the Cham! 

Noxs. Mines to bring this matter befor 

Anstey, F. Ne Mamet ee Committee; and if the Minister — 

Bamford, F. W. Oa ae prepared to reduce the measuremen 

Sanaa cee aaa 40 holes to 20 holes to the lineal inel 

Cook, Sir Joseph Moloney, Parker hope he will at least reduce it to 30 he 

Francis, F. H. Rodgers, A. S. Mr. Grerene.—I will accept an an 

Gabb, J. M. Ai oh a Ay raises ‘ment reducing the measurement 

oe he a. Watkins, D. holes to the lineal inch. ee 

Higgs, W. G. Wait, W. A. Mr. GREGORY.—Then I move 

Lamond, Hector West ds ne? That the following words be added: 

Lazzarini, H. P. Wise, G. HH. on and after 11th June, 1921, (a) Wi 

Lister, J. H. Tellers « also woven wire measuring over 30 holes 

Mackay, Burchell, R. J. ‘i 

ie deetaben G. H, Seg UN OE lineal inch, ad val., British, free; interme 

Mahony, W. G. tory, W. H. ‘5 per cent.; general, 15 per cent.” Non 

PAIRS. : 

McWilliams, W. J.) Makin, N. J. 0. Mr, CHARLTON (Hunter) [2.56 - 

Hill, W. C. Fenton, J: E. want to know, what will be the e ct 0 

Prowse, J. H. Jackson, D. 8. this amendment? . 

Wienholt, A. Blakeley, A. Mr. Grecory.—It relates only 
Question so resolved in the negative. tery mesh. 
Amendment negatived. i Mr. CHARLTON.—I think we | 
Item agreed to. to have an explanation from the 
Ttem 159— | ter, who has so readily consented t 


Wire n.e.i., also woven wire measuring over amendment. In the absence of am 
40 holes to the lineal inch, ad val., British, planation as to what the effect 
_ free; intermediate, 5 per cent.; general, 15 per gmendment will be we shall be vou 
“cent. Nae the dark. 

Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister yy, FOLEY -(Kalgoorlie) [2. 58] 
Y for Trade and Customs) [2.53].—I pro- amendment is intended to apply to 

mised honorable members that I would ire ordinarily used for battery | 


take the earliest opportunity to free wire Under the old’ Tarif the tem wee 
for netting and barbed wire from the woven wire measuring over 20 ho 
Ze higher rate of duty that we put on the the lineal inch instead of 40 hol 
a finer gauges the other day. With that provided for in the schedule as it ste 
object in view, I move— By substituting “30” for “40” we 
_ That the item be amended by adding ce And make it possible for those using ba: 
on and after 11th June, 1921, (B) Wire, iron EEE the treatment of aresum ° 
wire and wire netting as prescribed by depart- their requirements under better con 6 
mental by-laws, per ton, British, 52s.; inter- tions. The amendment will not. 
- mediate, 72s. 6d.; general, 90s.” any Australian industry. apie 
On the passing of this amendment, all * Mr. Cuartron.—tIs not this par 
ot we shall Beye to Be satisfied as to is class of woven wire made in Austr 


_ Lanff. 
_ Mr. FOLEY.—No. The class of wire 
- covered by the amendment is of the 
_ greatest value in the most remote parts 
of Australia where mining is carried on. 
_ Men working a show with a small battery 
use wire of this mesh, whereas the big 
- @ompanies, working large reduction 
_ plants on a scientific basis, have prac- 
- tically done away with its use. 
er Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [3.0].—I 
am not quite satisfied yet. I wish to 
know definitely from the Minister 
_ whether this particular wire-mesh is made 
_ in Australia. I quite understand that it 
oe ‘is used for battery purposes, and that 
. there may be anxiety to have the duty re- 
duced, or, if possible, abolished. We 
ought not to pass these items in such a 
hurried manner, but should be furnished 
with, reasons for any action taken. The 
statement that this mesh is not made in 
Australia may be altogether erroneous, 
and the Minister ought to let us know 
_ why he has agreed to accept the amend- 
ment. Of course, if the honorable gentle- 
man can satisfy us that it is not manu- 
- factured in Australia, we may agree with 
_ the amendment, but we ought to have fur- 
_ ther information. There was an arrange- 
ment made, in which the honorable mem- 
ber for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) con- 
curred, that certain items should be 
_ passed by 4 o’clock to-day; and, though it 
is now 3 o’clock, we have not finally dealt 


morning. 
Mr. GREENE 
for Trade and Customs) [3.2].—The 
‘position, roughly, is that there is one 
manufacturer who can manufacture this 
mesh up to 40 holes to the inch. The 
finest mesh made by the other manutfac- 
turers is 30, and I thought that, as by 
far the greater amount used is the larger 
stuff, we might agree to the amendment. 
- Mr. Cuarttron.—Does the same firm 
_ manufacture the larger stuff? 

Mr. GREENE.—TI think so. 
Mr. Marurws.—lIf this mesh is let in 
free, may it not be used for other pur- 
poses, and thus compete with other wires? 
Mr. GREENE.—I do not think so; 
he various gauges are used for specifle 
urposes. So far as I can see, the amend- 
ent will make no material] difference. 
Amendment agreed to. 


. a 
it 
. 
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with the item with which we started this 


(Richmond—Minister 
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Item 160 (Agricultural machinery, 
&e. | 
re MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
[3.5].—It will be agreed that, in dealing 
with this item, it may be necessary for 
honorable members to also refer to the 
succeeding items up to and including item 
167, all of which deal with agricultural - 
machinery and implements. I rise now 
to ask that threshing machines be re- 
moved from the item before us to item 
163, in order that they may have the ad- 
vantage of the higher duties. I do not 
ask that all threshing machines be re- 
moved from one item to the other, but 
only those machines with a 3-foot drum 
or under. Many years ago threshing 
machines were largely manufactured in 
Australia, but the industry was destroyed 
by importations. It has never yet been 
proved that increased prices are brought 
about by the imposition of duties. In 
Free Trade countries, where there is no 
local opposition, the highest prices are 
obtained. It cannot be shown that in 
Free Trade New Zealand agricultural im- 
plements are any cheaper than they are in 


Australia. 


Mr. Grecory.—I think that can be 
proved. : 

Mr. MATHEWS.—The Prime Minis- 
ter of New Zealand takes a great interest 
in the agricultural industry, and is fully 
conversant with the position in the Do- 
minion, and he emphatically says that 
because of the high prices there for agri- 
cultural implements the farming com- 
munity are brought to a dead stand-still. 

Mr. Grecory.—These implements are 
dearer here than there. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—The honorable 
member may prove that if he is able to. 
I know that the price of the imported 
article has increased to an enormously 
greater extent than has that of the locally 
manufactured article, quite apart from — 
any effect of the duties imposed. This I 
shall prove by figures, showing the rela-_ 
tive increases in price of the imported 
and the local articles. 

Mr. Grecory.—We shall be prepared 
to go fully into that matter on Tuesday, 
when we are dealing with larger items. _ 

Mr. MATHEWS.—That may be; 
but I fancy that much that is now being | 
done may have to be reviewed. I know 
the Country party intend to put up a fight 
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ell on ee items ; if so, after the waste of 
“time on wire netting and kindred items, 
we cannot dispose of the matter within 
te next fifty minutes. Further, | may 
say that I do not see why the implements 
‘and machinery mentioned in item 161 
should not also be placed in item 163, 
_ seeing that all are used for the same pur- 
poses and by the same class of persons. 
The debate has shown that unless an hon- 
orable member has the support of the Go- 
vernment, it is impossible to obtain any 
increase in the duties, and I do not intend 
to weary the Committee in the absence of 
- any prospect of success. I leave the Min- 
ister with the suggestions I have made. 
Mr. Greenz.—I do not propose to do 
anything at present. 
Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [3. 14]. a 
_ This is, comparatively, only a small item, 
but T ask the Minister to include in it 
side-delivery reapers, side-delivery hay 
rakes, combined hay rakes and tedders, 
hay loaders, and grain drills, n.e.i. These 
machines are very rarely used ; for in- 
‘ stance, the side-delivery reaper ‘is an old 
type of harvesting machine that was 
used before the reaper and_ binder 
was invented. The total annual 
sale of these machines in Australia 
amounts to less than fifty. Most of them 
are sold in Queensland, where they are 
used for harvesting lucerne seed, and on 
account of the small demand no. Austra- 
lian manufacturer would undertake to 
make them. At present they fatl under 
item 161, agricultural implements’ n.e.i., 
35 per cent. general Tariff. That is the 
side delivery reaper. Then there is the 
side delivery hay rake. <A very limited 
number of these machines are imported, 


and they are used mostly in harvesting 


sub-irrigated lucerne. On account. of 
their large size they cannot be used to 
advantage in irrigated paddocks. checked 
for irrigated lucerne. As they are not 
bought in large quantities, no Australian 

_ manufacturer is likely to interest himself 
in them. I shall be satisfied if the Min- 
- ister will make a record of these matters 
a at present. It would be unfair to ask 
him to make an alteration now, but he 
ean look into them, and may be able later 
to see his way clear to place on the free 
| Get certain machines, some of them fairly 
_well obsolete, that are still required for 
specific: purposes, 
een ababieg h in Ganson: 


_[REPRESENTATIVES.] 


‘there are any which, on caveat 


and are: not pate 
6 Heer for: the: inaltici on: in’ the 


oan 


; Tariff x 


Mr: Gremnz—We might 
item, and if, after we have 
dealing with agricultural — 


find ought to be included i in this 
can then include them. Se 
Mr. Cuarrtron.—We might ‘pas: 
item, and then, if the Minister & 
what the honorable member 82, 
rect, it can be recommitted. 
Mr. Greene.—I am saline d 
Mr. GREGORY:.—If all the iter 
to 164 are passed, will the Ministe: 
to report progress? ; 
Mr. Greenn.— Yes, if you. give 
to 164 inclusive. ene 
Mr. GREGORY.—Then, whe 
reach item 165 I want to deal w 
whole aspect of the importation. of 
cultural machines into Australia. - 
pose to show the cost of these mae 
foreign countries, New Zealand a 
where, and to deal generally 
question in all its phases in order 
that the statements supplied to the 
ister were not wholly in accordal 
the facts. Of course, in saying 
have no desire to reflect on the 
in any way. I shall hand copies o. 
suggested amendments to the a st 
that he may have them investi : 
let the Committee know what 
about them. 
Mr. MATHEWS: (Melbourne 
[3.20]—The honorable member 
Dampier. (Mr. Gregory) wants, 1m 
‘airy-fairy ” way to get rid of every 
up to 165. If we pass. items 161-4 as t 
stand we shall bee ourselves 


are ane as important as thous : 
165. I do not see how item 165 
govern them, but if it is to govern 
the position may be made worse. 
the Minister do anything in con 
with the thresher I have mention 
item 161? an 

Mr. GREENE. —t do. not know : : 


member for amet a to re-open. 


Shs : i me ibe 


scessary, of any machines that the 
honorable member for Dampier desires. 
T shall not oppose the honorable member 
Dampier’s suggestion to place the ma- 
he has enumerated on the free list, 


the Minister promise that if I can 
y him in the meantime as to the 
on of the thresher referred to, he 


‘Greene.—I will promise the hon- 
fable member to reconsider it. 
‘Item agreed to. 
tem 161 (Agricultural, ‘horticultural, 


ments, n.e.i.). 
Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
3.23|.—Why is the duty different on 


able at 223 per cent. British, 30 per 
. intermediate, and 35 per cent. 
ral, . 
lr. Grecory.—They are nearly all 
anadian and American, so that you can 
ay 35 per cent. for pretty well all of 


. MATHEWS.—tThirty-five per 
ds not nearly enough for anything 


ore. 
‘Mr. Grucory.—The natural protection 
t present is over 50 per cent. 

Mr, MATHEWS.—If it were not so 


tection which the honorable member 
frequently quotes. | 


without any duty at all, the import- 
st is actually 81 per cent. of the 
ice value. © 

r. MATHEWS.—There is no such 
g as natural protection when a manu- 
er is determined to get a market, 
because he can dump until he has thrown 
ocal competitors out of business, and 
_ then charge what he likes. Local manu- 


facturers would do the same thing if they 


(% 


gels. In this matter the Cana- 
_ American » manufacturers 


viticultural machinery and imple- 


_Grecory-—On the single grain 


mld. I do not claim that they are 


2 


If the Canadian manufacturers are not 


Fi) t id ah 
ots 


Wea glut og 


making a certain portion of a machine 
they get it placed on the free list, so that = 


it can come in from the United States 


of America from the same firm, with the ee 


same money invested. Now the war is 


over, we have to face the question of 


re-establishing our position. Europe and 


Australia are burdened through having 


borrowed enormous sums of money. The © 


United States of America is in exactly the 
opposite position, although there the 
people have their own difficulties to face. 
They find that, with the high rate 
of exchange, it is impossible to trade 
with other countries. They are fore- 
ing downs wages in that country 
by the threat of withdrawing food sup- 
plies. 


It is essential for them to get 


into the markets of the world again, and 
they will do it by hook or by crook. 1 


do not want Australia to suffer in conse- 
quence. I do not wish to see thousands 


of men in my electorate thrown out of 


employment. 


Mr. ‘Grecory—They will not send us 
machinery unless we can send them some-— 


thing back. i | 
Mr. MATHEWS.—The politicians of 
the United’ States of America are racking 


their brains to discover some method of 


improving the position in which they find 


themselves. The cables show that they 
recognise the peculiar position they are 
in, and IT am sure that some peculiar 
method will be resorted to in order to 
remedy it. That country is our prin- 
cipal competitor in agricultural imple- 
ments. 
so far as trade with the United States of 
America is concerned? Although we 


What position are we to occupy i ey 


have the “stinking fish” crowd, headed | * 


by Knight and Ashworth, the “ buttoners ” 


for the Age newspaper, talking about 
economy, and howling that we are “ going 


to the dogs,” we know that Australia is_ A ns 


as financial, and offers as good a market 


Our sane 


as any other country im the world. 


finances are just as stable, and we are 


certainly one of the countries that the ae 
United States of America will look to’ - 
to trade with. ae 


Mr. Grecory.—A lot of credit is due — 


to us, is it not, for the way we paid our — 
debt to the Old Country for the upkeep — 


of our. troops? 


Mr. MATHEWS.—Whatever peculiar | 
methods we may have resorted to to pay 


our debts, they are ht one scrap more 
ae discreditable than those which some 
“nations adopted to reach their present 
financial position. I do not give a “jot” 
for the men who own the big manufactur- 
ing industries in my electorate or for the 
millions of money they have invested, 
but I am deeply concerned about all the 
people who are employed in those in- 
- dustries. | 

Mr. Arxrnson.—What do you want? 

Mr. MATHEWS.—I want the whole 
of these articles placed under the same 
A heading as 1684, and made dutiable at 
273 per cent. British, 35 per cent. inter- 
diate, and 40 per cent. general. The 
Minister has promised certain legislation 
to obviate the effects of dumping on our 
industries, but a great deal of damage 
may be done before he can interfere. The 
honorable member for Dampier is “ wag- 
ging his ear”? for joy at the thought of 
all the items up to 164 inclusive being 
put through as they stand, because they 
are so near to Free Trade. 

Mr. Grecory.—Free Trade, with duties 


of 35: per cent. and 40 per cent.? ‘ 


Mr. MATHEWS.—They are jnst as 
near Free Trade as the honorable mem- 
ber can desire for those commodities. 

Mr. Grecory.—The articles mentioned 
in this item are not used very much, and 


so I was asking the Minister to consider - 


my suggestion. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—I know the honor- 
able member desires to have them passed 
for a certain other purpose. 

Mr. Grecorky.—You will change your 
opinion next week when we are dealing 
with other items. | 

Mr. MATHEWS.—I know the honor- 
able member wahts to get to item 165 for 

a very special reason. In my opinion the 
articles covered by these intervening items 
are not sufficiently protected, though I 
know it is useless to submit any amend- 
ment unless I can get the Minister’s ap- 
proval. These items deserve very special 
consideration. Will the Minister say 
why it was thought desirable to differen- 
tiate between these items and item 163? 

Mr. Grerene.—Because we think the 
protection is adequate in each instance. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—I am not going to 
ask the Minister if he has given each 
item his personal consideration, because 
I might be inclined to doubt his assurance 

if he said he had, as I know that certain 
> resolutions have been passed on to him. 


| 2eIRPS STATE 


In 1910-11, the imports were 


upon our local manufacturers 


with their ee sheep ae 


‘For. 


Pidiiioned in these items. 


£392,835; in 1915-16, a6 


£341 049. This is evidence — e 
surely, that the higher duties hi 
prevented importations, K 

Mr. CHARLTON. Mita the 1 


Ports by allowing | den: 161 to ae 
making the Tariff in item 162 the a 
in item 163. 

Mr. GreENE.—I cannot agree ti 
because I think these duties are suf 


Item agreed to. . an 
Item 162— | 
Chaffcutters and horse gears; corn s 
corn huskers, cultivators, n.e.i.; th 
ploughs other, plough shares, plough — 
boards; scarifiers, ad val., British, 22 
cent.; intermediate, 30 per cent.; gener 
per cent, Ae 
Mr. MATHEWS (Melbousnel Por 


[3.38].—The secretary of the Agricultt 
Implement Union assures me tha 
duty has had no effect upon impot 
and that they are unable to extract 
factory wages from the importing 
panies. I suggest that the Tariff k 
same as in item 163. The figures 
that for the ten months of the 
year there have been large importat: 
The articles mentioned in this item 
as much importance as wire. 
Mr. Grecory.—I admit that; 
think you will admit there has k 
substantial increase in the ee 


ance, ought to be ‘gificiadte, 
Mr. MATHEWS.—I haye | 
shown. that if ee United — Sta 


to get into the Australian market, 

present duty and the higher freights 

not prevent them. : 
Mr. Grecory.—That is a_ reflect 


ployees. ee 
‘Mr. MATHEWS.—It is no ref 
at ae y 
nS ie —Yes, itis. The 
be ie nels wrong somewhere, 
Mr. MATHEWS.—Even the Je 


found it necessary to take action to pre- 
vent dumping in Japan, and it cannot be 

said that their purpose is to protect 
_ Japanese manufacturers from cheaper 
Sah labour in, say, the United States of 
America. 
dumping legislation is not aimed at Aus- 
ralia, so it must be against: some other 
' Mr. Srewarr.—It is quite likely that 
the Japanese manufacturers are afraid of 
‘Canadian and American brains and effi- 
cient ‘plants. 
_ Mr. MATHEW'S.—Now, if I made the 
‘suggestion that the farmers of Australia 
were afraid of the brains and energy of 
farmers in other countries, the honorable 
member for Wimmera would feel in- 
sulted; but I would make no such state- 
ment, because I know our farmers are as 
efficient as the farmers of any other coun- 
try. I know also that our manufacturers 
are efficient, and that our workers use 
‘their brains in an endeavour to main- 


tain their present conditions of liv- 
ing. These duties, together with 
' the natural protection which some 


honorable members so often refer to, 
are not sufficient. They are _ to 
day in the position of a man conducting 
a lolly shop at a profit of £5 per week 
n a capital of £10,000. The firms in 
the United States of America’ are over- 
capitalized, and are sheltering themselves 
ehind the high rate of exchange. But 
they find that that is having a boomerang 
effect, and no one knows to what methods 
1e Industrial magnates may resort in 
order to collar the world’s markets. 
Australia being a- financially solvent 
country our market is one that the 
Americans would endeavour to exploit. 
I shall not further deal with this matter 
now, but on item 165 I shall have more 
‘opportunity of placing on record the 
nethods of importing firms in_ their 
dealings with their employees and_ cus- 
omers. I know that I shall be told that 
f they are charging more than they 
should they are making things easier for 
the local manufacturer. I shall take 
nother opportunity of discussing the 
whole subject. 

| i Item agreed to. 

Items 168 (Combined corn sheller, 
_husker, and bagger, &¢.) and 164 
(Churns). agreed to. | § 


ee [10 Junz, 


We know that their anti-. 


Nik ; ; t ie’ eh i ts si \s i 
| 
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ADJOURNMENT. 
CoMPULSORY Miirary TRAINING. 
Motion (by Mr. Greznn) proposed— 


That the House do now adjourn. 


Mr. FOLEY (Kalgoorlie) [8.47].—l 
desire to make an appeal to the Assistant 
Minister for ‘Defence (Sir Granville 


Ryrie) in regard to the compulsory drill 


of students in the various technical edu- 


cational establishments. The theological 
students throughout Australia are ex- 
empted from compulsory drill, and I ask 
the Assistant Minister to consider the 
placing of ordinary technical students 
on the same footing. The various schools 
of mines, technical schools, and continua- 
tion classes cost the States a good deal 


of money, and they are a boon to parents 


who, through them, can give their 
children an education that would not 
otherwise be possible. I have in mind 
particularly the Kalgoorlie School of 
Mines, the students of which are mainly 
the sons of working miners. During my 
recent visit to Kalgoorlie I heard of 
four graduates from that school who have 
gone to different parts of the world to 
take up good scientific appointments. 
Whilst I desire to say nothing to the — 
detriment of theologians, I think that 
well-trained scientists are just as good 
an asset to the community, and they are 
also a decided advertisement for Aus- 


‘tralia if they obtain important positions 


in other parts of the world. 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE (North Syd- 
ney—Assistant Minister for Defence) 
[3.51]—I am prepared to see that con- 
sideration is given to the matter raised 
by the honorable member for Kalgoorlie, 
who may rest assured that the Govern-— 
ment are favorably disposed towards 
trainees, and will do their utmost to 
insure that no hardship is placed upon 
them. Everything possible will be done 
to see that their studies are not inter- — 
fered with by the drill. However, the 
consideration of this matter may well be © 


_ deferred until the new Defence Bill is | 


before the House. 


Question resolved in the affirmative. — 


) House adjourned at 3.59 p.m. oie By 


House of Representatives 


“Tuesday, 14 June, 1921, 


ve 4 Mr. ecu e Spraker (Hon. J. M. 
_ Chanter) took the chair at 3 p.m., and 
Me _ read prayers. 


 MARANOA ELECTION. 

2 ve DEPUTY SPEHAKER.—Yester- 

A ha I issued a writ in connexion with the 

by-election for the Maranoa Division. 
ooo he 
nounced to the House last week. 


BUSINESS OF THE SESSION. 


Mr. RYAN.—Can the Acting Prime 

- Minister tell me what legislation the Go- 

-vernment proposes to pass this session in 
addition to the Tariff? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Onur original 
intention was to deal with the Tariff only, 
and, of course, any consequential legisla- 
tion, and then, if possible, to have a short 
recess before beginning the important 
work which les ahead, and which at the 
moment seems likely to take us into the 

middle of next year. last week a series 
of resolutions passed in this State were 
- put before me, the effect of which was 
that Parliament should sit longer. 
This House, however, ‘sits longer than 
any other legislative body in the 
Empire, excepting the House of Com- 
mons; and I am not quite clear that, tak- 
4 ing the whole year through, we do not 
sit as long as the House of Commons. 
In Canada, Parliament sits for four or 
_ five months in the year, and, in South 
_ Africa, for four months. Here we are 
sitting almost perpetually. So far as I 
_ know at the moment, the business of. the 
session will be the Tavilt and imeidental 
_ legislation, and, of course, Supply for the 
i early Ta of the next financial Gem 


ASSISTANT TRADE 
COMMISSIONERS. 


_ Mr. MACKAY.—Have appointments 
ne aN, been made, or is it intended to make 
- any, to the posttion of Assistant Trade 

Commissioner for Shanghai and Hong 
‘Kong, for which applications were asked 
some months ago and, I understand, some 
ed fh ae age received. 


has voted. the a) ap} 


dates fixed therein are those an- 


who are taxpayers of the Commo 


a pes either exercising 0 


make. sides een when 


Mr. GREGORY.—On ‘bene if 
honorable member for Cowper (Dr 
Page) I ask the Acting Prime Mi 
whether the statement _emanath f 


there is a political censorship ae | 
tion over press and private tel 
sent by persons who advocate repr 
tion for the Territory? If so, by 
authority, and by what — 
the shige eis 


same ‘eeu: 

Sir JOSEPH COOK. hy t 
been ‘approached on the subject, 
no truth whatever in the state: 
telegrams are censored. The 
trator at Darwin has been comm 


Local pode uiioy knows nothing 0 
censorship, nor of any interference of an 
with telegrams, nor do I. The whole 
is a figment of imagination. a) 

Mr. WATKINS.—In view 
isolation of the Northern Terri 
the continued requests of its inhak 


for representation in this. Pas 
has the Government yet perc 
such representation can he 


cising a vote? 


Sir. JOSEPH COOK.—The 


representation to ‘take vende! 
Northern Territory, but neither 
will sanction it. What more can 
ters do? We proposed to © 
Northern Territory Tepresenieeion: 
Senate. 7 

Mr. Ryan.—Stake the existence 
Government on the proposal, 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I. shall 


over that suggestion. 


PARLIAMENTARY sce : 
_Mr. ANSTEY,—Has the Acting J 
Minister read the Misco rep 


bie 
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Cowper (Dr. Earle Page), in which it is 
suggested, in effect, that members should 
be paid £1,000 for each session, instead of 
“per annum, arid that the session should, if 
‘possible be cut down to three weeks? Is 
the right honorable gentleman, in view of 
this ‘suggestion, prepared to agree to 


oa) 
; 


ch 


it 


eharging for questions upon notice, or 
without notice, and so much per yard for 
“speeches, in order to bring about that effi- 
‘ciency, economy, and effective despatch of 
jusiness which is so desired by the honor- 
able member for Cowper? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The honorable 
member for Cowper is a new, and in some 
‘espects a young member. In my thirty 
' years’ experience, I have seen many at- 
empts to reform Parliament. I have not. 
iy ead the speech referred to. 
- Mr. Ryaw.—You will read it, and refer 


though I do not know that I shall refer 
it to Cabinet. Certainly I shall not reter 
to Cabinet revolutionary proposals for 
still further increasing salaries. 
CITRUS CANKER. 


; Mr. WIENHOLT.—On behalf of the 
honorable member for Cowper (Dr. Earle 


for Trade and Customs whether, in view 
of the danger of citrus canker being in- 
troduced into Australia, it is not advis- 


Usa YY at ta 


_ ceived careful consideration. No citrus 
> et sigh ; u o. ° 

tr , and no portion of a citrus tree, may 
be imported into this country until it: has 


under no circumstances may a citrus 


imported from. countries in which 
vanker is known to exist. 
TELEPHONES. 


Wwrkchit 


sa: 3 of applications for telephone con- 
nexion remain undealt with, is the Post- 
aster-General in a position to say 
hether early relief may. be expected? The 
present situation is causing the gravest 
inconvenience. Can the Postmaster-Gene- 
| eee the giving of telephone con- 
exion : ) 


age), I wish to know from the Minister 


4, or portion of a tree, including fruit, 


Sir ROBERT BEST—As many thou- 


giving of telephone service to those who a 


apply for it. 


GERMAN INDEMNITY. 
Mr. MATHEWS.—TI have heard that 


information has been received concern- 


ing the allocation of the German  in- 
demnity, and that a certain sum has been 
ear-marked to meet the claims of mer- 
chant seamen, who fell into the hands of 
enemy powers, for (1) personal injury 
and (2) in respect to dangerous work 


performed while interned in’ Germany. 


Does the Acting Prime Minister know 


anything of the matter? | 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. — Absolutely 
nothing. 


: MILLIONAIRES AND 

BENEVOLENT INSTITUTIONS. 

Mr. ANSTEY.—I noticed a statement 
in the press the other day to the effect 


that Commonwealth income tax returns — 


were received from some twenty-three 
millionaires, and approximately forty or 
fifty semi-millionaires. [ also saw a 
paragraph in the newspapers on the same 
date requesting assistance for a benevo- 
lent institution. In those circumstances, 
will the Acting Prime Minister (Sir 
Joseph Cook) furnish me, not for publi- 
cation, but for my own information, with 
the names of any of the gentlemen who 
are in such a fortunate position, in order 
that. they may. be approached with a re- 
quest to make a donation of any cast-off 
clothing, or other articles, they do not 
require, since it would be very acceptable 
to the poor in my district? } on 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—If the hon- 
orable member analyses the position of 
some of the alleged millionaires to whom 
he refers he will find that they have many 
complaints concerning their obligations, 


which, they: say, they are unable to meet. — | 


SOLDIERS’ INSURANCE. 

Dr. MALONEY.—wWill , the 
Prime Minister (Sir Joseph Cook) cable 
to the United States of America, Canada, 
South Africa, and the United Kingdonr 


for full information concerning (a) the 


Acting’ nn ) 


insurance of soldiers engaged during thet 09 
war, (b) the repatriation of returned! (=) 
soldiers, and (c) the pensions given to Te 


turned soldiers and dependants 


the Acting Prime Minister have such 


Will 
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information epitomized and distributed 
- to honorable members and the press? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I shall be glad 
to do that. 1 shall welcome any such 
information that we may obtain on_ this 
subject, because I fancy it will not hurt 
us. 


RETURN OF MR. OXENHAM. 


Mr. ANSTEY.—I desire to. ask the 
Postmaster-General (Mr. Wise) if he has 
noticed that Mr. Oxenham is returning 
to Australia on the Viagara, and that an 
outbreak of small-pox has occurred on 
‘that vessel. In the interests of the mem- 
bers of this Chamber, will he avoid com- 
ing in contact with this gentleman? _ 

‘Mr. WISE.—Mr. Oxenham was in 
this building on, Friday last. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—(By leave.)—I 
move—— 

That leave of absence for one month be 
given to the honorable member for Lang 
‘(Sir Elliot Johnson) on the ground of. ill- 
health, and to the honorable member for Grey 
(Mr Poynton) on the ground of urgent aie 
business. 

I am sure it is a matter of the deepest 
regret to all of us that Mr. Speaker is 
still unable to resume his duties. He is 
experiencing a severe illness, and our 
sympathies go out to him in his trouble. 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 


COMMONWEALTH STEAMERS. 
Lack oF CarGo. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—On the 7th 
June, the honorable member for Mari- 
byrnong (Mr. Fenton) asked a question 
in regard to vessels of the Common- 
wealth Government Line, said to be 
held up owing to lack of cargo. I 
have had inquiries, made in connexion 
with the matter, and find that the Hureha 
is not laid up for lack of cargo, but for 
the purpose of undergoing reconstruction 
of her store freezing chamber. Other 
vessels of the Line are, however, held up 
through inability to obtain payable. car- 
go. While there is a general shortage of 

_ cargo, business is offering in various 
directions; but freights have fallen so 
low as to make this business, which con- 
sists mainly of bulk cargoes from Avs- 
tralia to places from the majority of 
which there is no back loading, quite un- 


Commonwealth [REPRESENTATIVES.] 


Steamers. -— 


attractive on the present running 
As I stated a few oars ago, our vé 


most vessels engaged in the aden 
Australia to the United Kingdom. | 
Mr. Grecory.—I wish | “e bape 


giving a ine days ago, whee we were dis 
cussing certain items in the Tariff. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—1 am tellin 


the honorable member now. 


GLOUCESTER-GRAFTON 
TELEPHONE, 


Mr. GREGORY (for Dr. Earuz Z 


asked the Postmaster-General, up 
notice— ye 
Whether, in view of the statement of th 


Metal Manufacturers Limited at Port Kemb 
that they were able to supply the Telephon 
Department with any quantity of copper wu 
he will immediately take bteps to carry o1 

the erection of the copper metallic cireuit on 
the north coast of New South Wales, from 
Gloucester to Grafton, which has been 
ported on favorably for four years, and as 
been held up owing to lack of copper © 
and the absence of which is said to be car 
grave disabilities to the whole of the Bes: 
coast ? 


Mr. WISE.—The erection of thin : 
ig not dependent upon the wire requi 
being procurable, but upon the necess: 
ss being available. The matter 


un ee sha dedaoe. 


TRON AND STEEL IMPORT i 
Mr. WATKINS asked the Minister 


Trade and Customs, wpon notice— 
In connexion with the Dumping Bill whicl 
has promised to introduce immediately 2 
the Tariff is disposed of, will he state ip t 
his intention to demand a certificate on al 
imports of iron and steel from the United Kin 
tom that they are wholly produced and ma 
factured in that country? 
Mr. GREENE.—If Parliameum 8 
proves of the Bill, it will contain adequa 
provisions to effect what the honorabl 
member hag in mind. | 


CZECHO-SLOVAKIAN EXCHAN 
RATE. 


Dr. MALONEY asked, ‘the Treasur 
upon notice— 


In view, of the ie of difference of 
change dumping, will he inform the Hoda 


ex- 


_ nation? 


is the exchange rate with the Ozecho-Slovakian 
sir JOSEPH COOK.—The Prague 
rate of exchange on London on 7th June 
was 266 krone to the pound sterling. I 
might add that the par of exchange with 
the late Austro-Hungarian Empire was 
_ 24 krone to the pound sterling. 


EXCHANGE AND DUMPING 
Se BILLS. 


Trade and Customs, upon notice— 


In view of the definite promise to introduce 
Bills to deal with matters of exchange and 
_ dumping, will he endeavour to circulate these 
measures during the debate on the present 
_ Tariff, so as to expedite the passage of these 
_ proposed Bills through Parliament? 


_ Mr. GREENE.—Yes. 


MONT PARK HOSPITAL— 
TRANSFER OF PATIENTS. 


Mr. LISTER asked the Minister repre- 
senting ‘the Minister for Repatriation, 
upon notice— 

1. How did the *twenty soldiers who’ were 
_ ordered to be taken from No. 16 A.G.H.,, Mont 
Park, on 27th April, to the Sunbury and Kew 
Lunatic Asylums, come under the authority of 
_ the Inspector-General of the Insane? 

2. What is the nature of the agreement be- 
tween the Repatriation Commission and the 
_ State Government or the Inspector-General of 
_ the Insane in regard to the removal and future 
maintenance of those soldiers, and at what 
ost? 

_ 3. What certificates under the Lunacy Act 
have been given in regard to the mental condi- 
_ tion of those soldiers? By whom were they 
given, and when were those certificates signed ? 


ie Mr. GROOM (for Mr. Ropczrs).—The 
‘answers to the honorable member’s ques- 
tions are as follow :— 


‘1. The extent of the Commonwealth’s con- 
‘stitutional power to deal with mental cases is 
doubtful, and it was, therefore, in 1915, deemed 
advisable to utilize the machinery of the 
nacy Departments of the several States, dis- 
inguishing civil from military cases. With a 
‘view to saving the ex-soldier from certain dis- 
abilities which were regarded as resulting from 
‘the application of the civil law, certain States 
‘passed special legislation. In those States 
which have passed this special legislation, certi- 
fication under the Lunacy Act is not required, 
t should an ex-soldier be transferred to a 
ate mental institution, certification is neces- 
sary. In that case, the patient passes under the 


Mont Park Hospital [14 Junz, 1921.] Transfer of Patients. 


Mr. WATKINS asked the Minister for ' 
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2. The honorable member has already been 
informed by answers to his question of the 7th 
instant of the circumstances under which, as a 
temporary arrangement, it was proposed to 
transfer twenty patients from No. 16 A.G.H. 
to Sunbury and Kew Asylums. The relatives of 
the patients were communicated with to this 
effect. The per diem cost was to be 25s. 

3. The certificates as required by the State 
Lunacy Act were signed by Drs. H. M. James 
and P. J. Kelly on 27th April, 1921. 


PAPERS, 


The following papers were presented :-— 


Arbitration (Public Service) Act—Determi- 
nation by the Arbitrator (with reference to 
the Basic Wage, &c.)—No. 2 of 1921—In 
the matter of the Commonwealth Public 
Service Clerical Association, Post and 
Telegraph Association, Commonwealth 
Postmasters Association, Australian Letter 


Carriers Association, Federated Public 
Service Assistants Association, Postal 
Electricians Union, ‘Postal Linemen’s 


Union, Commonwealth Public Service Arti- 


@ sans Association, General Division Union . 


of the Trade and Customs Department, 
General Division Telephone Officers As- 
sociation, Postal Sorters Union, Line In- 
spectors’ Association, and the Meat Inspec- 
tors Association. 
Papua—Ordinances of 1920— 
No. 13—Supplementary Appropriation (No. 
3), 1919-1920. | 
No. 14—Trust Fund Advances. 
No. 20—Supply (No. 3), 1920-1921. 
No., 21—Appropriation, 1920-1921. 
No. 22—Supplementary Appropriation (No. 
1), 1920-1921. 
Public Service Act—Appointment of S. F. 
Whittington, Department of the Treasury. 
Publie Service Act—Regulations Amended— 
Statutory Rules 1921, No. 101. 


TARIFF. 


In Committee of Ways and Means: 


Consideration resumed from 10th June 
(vide page 8995) : 


DIVISION V.—METALS AND MACHINERY. * 


*Motive power, engine combinations, and 
power connexions are dutiable under their re- 
spective headings when not integral parts of 
machines, machinery, or machine tools. 


Item 165— 


(a) Reaper threshers and harvesters N.@.i., 
ad val., British, 25 per cent.; inter- 
mediate, 35 per cent.; general, 40 per 
cent. 

(s) Stripper harvesters, each, British, | 
£12; intermediate, £14; general, £15; | 
or ad val., British, 25 per cent.; in-_ 
termediate, 35 per cent.; general, 40 
per cent.; whichever rate returns the 
higher duty. 


9000. Tori. 


‘Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [3.20] oy 
move— 

That the following words be inserted after 
sub-item (a):—‘ And on and after 15th June, 
1921, British, £10; intermediate, £12; 
#14.” 


‘Mr. Marnzews.—I suppose the honor- 
able member cannot see his way clear to 
— Swipe out the duties altogether # 


Mr. GREGORY. — I would i very 
glad to do so. It would be the best 
thing for Australia if this machinery 

-eould be brought in free. I shall en- 
deavour to prove that the natural protec- 
tion accorded, in connexion with the im- 
portation of these lines of machinery, 

should be more than ample to give a fair 
measure of protection to Australian 
manufacturers. 


Mr. Marurws.—lIt is a pity Australia 


eannot afford to give you another taste « 


of what you really want. 
Mr. GREGORY.—-I respect the honor- 


able member, but it is clear that his sym- 
pathies are not with the people in the 
back country. I cannot understand that 
he’should fail to foresee the trouble which 
is brewing for city workers with the dis- 
ecouragement, if not the destruction, of 
primary industries. It has been sug- 
gested during the deliberations of the 
Committee that I am delaying progress 
and generally incurring unnecessary ex- 
pense to the country. But I am here 
to put the case for those engaged in pri- 
mary production; and, although there 
may be very little result from my efforts 
in this Chamber, I trust and expect that 
it will be perceived elsewhere, and in the 
oy. The people to-day are realiz- 
ng that every action or decision of this 
Ui iodent tends, as a whole, to increase 


concentration in the great cities. Already , 
the evil resulting from concentration is 
apparent in the large numbers of unem-— 


ployed to be found to-day in several of 
the State capitals. In the course of dis- 
_ eussing the rates of duties as set out in 
the schedule, and as proposed to be 
‘amended by the Minister for Trade and 
Customs (Mr. Greene), no effort has 
_ been made to prove that the various in- 
ereases have become necessary for the 
welfare of Australian industries. There 
has been much talk about a proposed 


ie ae ee us ena ba been 
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general, 


oe to- as while at the ae 


stood b behind: the bean | 


gxrave matters vines aves come 
the Committee during the. Tarif d ; 
sion? Has the Board offere 
a or recommendations ¢ . 


ad concerning the aa increase 

Customs duties. Another signifi 
fact is that, im all that has been said 
ing the deliberations of this Commi 
honorable members have not been in-— 
formed that either the primary prod Ice) 

or the importer or the consumer : 
eonsulted. It appears that. ? 
section of the community has been 
proached, and that is the section r 
sented by the Chamber of Manufact 
There have been speeches by the - 
Minister. (Mr. Hughes), the . 
Prime Minister (Sir Joseph Coo 
Minister for Trade and Customs 
Greene), and other members of t. 
vernment, one after another. , Al 
aceon} in realizing the effects of th 


great eseoutiale for the sare Se 
tralia—the one being | ee ; 
tion, and the other enhanced p 
I agree that without the ‘nie 
we shall never be able to pay | 
tralia’s tremendous war debt. 
a big increase Re rae ee 


newcomers being conveyed here f 
purpose of entering our factories; 
we going to ask them, and our ow 
Australians as they grow up, t 
on the land and take up the he 
sponsibilities involved in prima: 


not 1 the whole somes ee a 
carrying the vie | It is = 


with the whole, ay ean ae eS 3 
hope that punishment will fall upon 
Government similar to that which 
meted out to the Government 


Can it be. demon- 
_. strated that imports are alarmingly in- 
 ereasing, and that business is being taken 
away from our own manufacturers? I 
_ean show by statisties that such is not the 
ease. It cannot be seriously suggested 
_ that our manufacturers are becoming im- 
_ poverished. In all that has been said for 
the latter, no word has been heard about 
_ the grave injury which is threatening the 
Australian consumer. As for the Aus- 
tralian worker, I yield to none in my ad- 
‘miration for him. During the great 
struggle no man of any of the nations 
‘showed finer initiative, sounder judgment, 
or greater courage. Surely, then, those 
‘same characteristics should make the 
_ Australian worker, as a factory employee, 
second to none. What with the natural 
‘protection afforded to our manufac- 
turers, together with the consideration 
which has been given them by the framers 
of past Taritis, they should be able 
to stand “on their own” to-day. 
i agricultural 
_ machinery industry has prospered in Aus- 


have been imposed in the past. One of 
the reasons given in support of high pro- 
tective duties is the alleged low rate of 
wages ‘paid by manufacturers outside of 
he Australia, and I intend to expose that 
lacy. - I can show from Canadian and 
stralian statistics that the employees 
/ in this industry in Canada to-day are 
_ paid at a far higher rate than are those 
Australia. I can show also that when, 


' giving special consideration to the ques- 
on of inereased duties, there was no re- 
quest made for increased duties by the big 
_ manufacturers of agricultural implements 
; ustralia. I intend to show further 
5, relatively to production and popula- 
New Zealand manufactures more 
agricultural machinery than does Aus- 
tralia, and that machinery is sold more 
_ cheaply in New Zealand than it is here. 


- quoted by the Minister. 


Mr. Maruews.—Can the honorable 
member 


Mr. Srewarr.—In spite of the figures , 


/1918, 32 per cent. 


some time in the 
question, and, amongst other things, I in- 


tend to let. honorable members know that > 


the farmer in Canada can purchase agri- 
cultural machinery for about half the 
price that has tp be paid for it in Aus- 
tralia. The natural protection from 
Canada averages nearly 50 per cent., in- 
eluding freight, insurance, and exchange. 


With a duty of 45 per cent.,-and taking — 


present exchange values with an allowance 
for freight and insurance as well, the 
Tariff protection from Canada works out 
at 62.59 per cent., or nearly 63 per cent. 
I have: mentioned some of the questions 
I intend to raise on this item, and they 
should be fully amswered before these 
onerous duties are placed on this class of 


“Mr, GREGORY.—I intend to take up. 
consideration of this. 


machinery. In connexion with this in- 
dustry, I wish to make some eom- 
parisons between Australia, Canada, 
and New Zealand. Honorable mem- 
bers will understand that. I quote 


from reports and from. statistics taken 
from the latest Fear-books available. 
E have said. that this 


industry has 


made progress in Australia under the low 


Tarif we had in existence up to 1911. In 


1908, the. number of persons employed in 


the industry here was 3,134, and the an- 
nual production amounted in value to 
£829,000. In, 1911, ithe 
ployed in the industry had increased to 
5,156, and the value of the annual pro- 
duction to £1,656,000, or an increase of 
nearly 100 per cent., in three years. 
other satisfactory feature was that the 


number em-- 


An- t 


value of production per employee in- 


creased in the same period from £281 in ie 
Whilst the value 


1908 to £322 in 1911. 


of local production was nearly doubled in > 


the period, importations did not in 
The per-— 
centage of imports to local production — 


crease im the same way. 


in this industry in 1908 was 30 per cent. ; 


in 1909, 24 per cent.; in 1910, 27 per — 
cent.; and in 1911, 27 per cent, ; 'an | - 
average during those years of, roughly, \ 


25 per cent. In the years following, 


there was a decline in local production — 
due to many causes, and amongst them 
The average 
percentage of imports to local production 


the drought and the war. 


in 1913 was 25 per cent. ; in 1914, 26 per 
cent. ; in 1915, 28 per cent. ; in 1916, 49 
per cent.; in 1917, 25 per cent.; and in 


+ 


pranay 


I should like honor. 
able members to pay particular attention — 
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m to these figures, bea they show that, 


roughly, 25 per cent. of the acricultural _ 


_ machinery used in Australia has been im- 
ported, and 75 per cent. of it has been 
locally manufactured. The reason why I 
wish to make this quite clear is 
that every £1 imposed by way of duty 
means actually £4 added to the price of 
the article to the consumer. Despite 
what the Minister has said, there cannot 
be the slightest doubt that the local 
manufacturer has kept his prices well up 
to what similar agricultural machinery 
can be sold for by the importer. 


_ Mr. Greenn.—The honorable member 
holds that the total charge on the indus- 
try is four times the amount of duty col- 
lected at the Customs? 


Mr. GREGORY.—I say that as three- 
fourths of the agricultural machinery 
used in Australia is made here, and as 
the local manufacturer keeps his prices 
as close as he can to the price of the 1m- 
ported machinery, every increase of £1 
in the Tariff duty means an actual in- 
crease in the cost of £4 to the consumer. 


Mr. Grerene.—Granted that the honor- 
able member’s argument is right, which 
IT do not admit, then the total charge on 
the industry represents four times the 
amount of duty collected ? 


Mr. GREGORY.—It comes to pretty 
nearly that. 


Mr. Maruews.—The honorable mem- 
ber can make figures do anything. 


Mr. GREGORY.—I want those who 
have to pay for this machinery to take 
a greater interest in the Tariff. I have 
stated that in 1911 the local production 
of this machinery amounted in value to 
£1,656,000.. There was a fall in pro- 
duction, and in 1918 it amounted in 
value to only £1,415,000. 


Mr. GREENE. Oe the in- 
re creased prices. 


Mr. GREGORY.—Yes, but the war 
and the drought have to be considered. 


Mr. Greenr.—There was an increase 
in the price of steel and general material 
used in the industry, and the honorable 
member’s figures of £1,415,000 would re- 
present proportionately that. much less. 
If the increase in the price had been 30 
per cent., ‘there would be reduction of one- 
third in the value of i ee bee ma- 
a unary, turned out. | 


f 
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_ simply an official compilation ag ue 


tore 


ae ‘ 


the area ne coe ciate 
siderably reduced before 1918. 


Mr. RuicHaRrp Foster.—There w 
be fluctuations due to big haryes ts 
small harvests. “a 


Mr. GREGORY .—We had some ver’ 
small harvests prior to 1918, and no 
knows better than does the honorable Z 
member for Wakefield (Mr. iC 
Foster) that the prices of both impr 
and local agricultural machinery 
soaring up, and that machinery th 
been thrown on the scrap heap wai 


I received a on important letter | 
four months ago from the presiden 

the Stock-owners Association of WN 
South Wales, in which he told me t 
people were attending sales, and payi 
fabulous prices for old machinery, W w 
was subsequently ropa and made. — 


machinery. It is clear, theretaa tl 
owing to the war and increased prices 
falling off in production was natural 
the period to which I have referrec 
There was also a reduction in our 

ports of agricultural machinery fi 
Australia. In this connexion, I pro 
to quote a statement made by 
Walmsley, who was a member of 
Tariff Commission in 1906, ang 


1914, page 482, says:—‘ The following 
shows the progress of this industry ‘to. 
been very satisfactory. During the four ; 


cent., the number of employees 51 per 
and the value of plants and machinery 
cent.” 


That was during the operation of 
1908-11 Tariff. Volume X. of the Year 


been very eae A general ‘ded ha 
taken place during the latter part of the eris 
attributable to various causes, the Te 
drought, and a reduction of exports 
countries pede the Peeps cone ing 


Lo) Parighe: 


yoo, rs 


trade was destroyed when we lost the 

Argentine trade. | 

Mr. GREGORY.—The big reduction 

in the local manufacture of agricultural 

_. implements is largely due to the loss of 

our export trade. JI have here figures 
_ showing that the export trade from Aus- 

| tralia in 1913 was valued at £199,000, 

whereas in 1918-19 it had dropped to 
298.086) 

Mr. Ricwarp Fostrer—We had the 

_ Argentine trade, and lost it. | 


_ +~Mr.. GREGORY.—I think that th 
_ stripper harvester has gone somewhat 
- out of fashion in the Argentine. 


+My. Matuews.—The honorable mem- 
 ber’s statement has no bearing upon the 
- position unless he can show how much 
_ agricultural machinery the Argentine 
- imported from other countries. 


Mr. GREGORY.—I am merely at- 
_ tempting to assign one of the reasons for 
our decreased productions in Australia. 
_ Why we lost the export trade, I cannot 
Cee Bey. 

- Mr. Parxer Moronzy—The honor- 
' able member will admit that it was owing 
_ to the Canadian Government subsidizing 
_ the vessels trading to the Argentine. 


Mr. GREGORY.—I do not know any- 
thing about that. I wish, however, to 
deal with the statement made by the 
_ Minister in connexion with the subsidiz- 
ing of shipping services from Canada to 
Australia. The honorable gentleman’s 
‘statement may have been correct, but if 
he referred to agricultural machinery, it 
was his duty, before making it, to consult 
the importers with the object of ascer- 
taining their views upon the question. 
‘Evidently he did not do that. When we 
consider the effects of the war, coupled 
with the loss of our export trade, we shall 
see that there has been no falling-off in 
_ production, so far as the industry in Aus- 
tralia is concerned. It has been carried 
on successfully under the low duties 
which were operating, particularly in 
_ 1908 and 1913, when the industry made 
much greater strides than it has made at 
- any later period. 
_ Mr. Maruews.—The honorable mem- 
ber cannot get away from the Argentine 
» lightly as that. ak cee 
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Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer.—Our export: 


yr 
RN: , 
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Mr. GREGORY.—I would ‘further 
point out that the wages paid in the in- 
dustry in Australia do not compare with 
those paid in the industry in Canada. I 
invite my Labour friends opposite, who 
so strenuously sunport the imposition of 
high duties, to carefully examine figures 
which I am about to submit in this con- 
nexion. The contention that the wages 
paid in Canada are much lower than 
those paid in Australia, and that, there- 
fore, the imported article can be pro- 
duced much cheaper there than it can be 
manufactured locally, is absolutely false, 
and false to the knowledge of those who 
make it. The fact is indisputable that 
the wages paid in Australia are very 
much lower than are the wages paid in 
Canada. The particulars which I am 
about to quote are taken from the Com- 
monwealth Year-Book No. XII. for the 
year 1918, and the Census of Manufac- 
turers for the Dominion of Canada for 
the same year. In Australia the salaried 
employees numbered 346, and the average 
salary paid to them was £170 2s... In 
Canada there were 1,129 salaried em- 
ployees whose average salary was £292 10s, 
In Australia, for 2,846 operatives, their 
wages averaged £129 18s. In Canada, the 
factory operatives numbered 8,966, and 
their average wage was £192 12s. It can- 
not, therefore, be argued that the imposi- 
tion of higher duties is necessary because 
the wages paid in Australia are higher 
than those which are paid in Canada. 
As a matter of fact, the wage-earners of 
the industry in the Commonwealth re- 
celve upon an average 324 per cent. less 
than do the employees of the industry in 
Canada, whilst, taking all hands into 
consideration, the wages paid in Aus- 
tralia are 34 per cent. less than those 


“paid in Canada for the whole year. 


When we were dealing with the iron 
duties, I pointed out how coal has to be 
imported by Canada for industrial pur- 
poses, and how the manufaciurers of that. 
Dominion have to compete with the 
manufacturers of the United States of — 
America. They have to face similar 
competition in. regard to agricultural — 
machinery. 
Mr. Greene.—What is the Canadian 
Tariff upon agricultural machinery? | 


Mr. GREGORY.— Speaking from : 
memory, I think that it is from 123 to 


Rei 


of 


A 
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15 per cent. The cost of living in Aus- 
tralia “has been high, and wages here 
ought not to be below those ruling in 
Canada. I should like to see our work- 
men getting wages equal to, or even 
higher than, those paid in any other 
country. But when we come to look at 
the added value of this class of ma- 
chinery, we see at once that there must 
be something wrong with our manufac- 
turers or our workmen, since we ought to 
be able to do at least as well as Canada in 
manufacturing agricultural implements 
and machinery. The added value of Aus- 
tralian agricultural implements works out 
at £652,406, or equal to £196 per per- 
son employed, while in Canada the added 
value works out at. £3,506,760, or £347 
10s. per person employed. The value of 
plant and machinery is scheduled at 
£355,830 in Australia, which is equal. to 
£107 per employee, while in Canada, at 
the time covered by 
was £1,194,506, or £118 per employee. 
Tf we divide the gross value of produc- 
tion by the total number of persons em- 
ployed, we shall arrive at the average 
value of the work done by each, employee, 
and we shall find that in the case of Aus- 
tralia at this time it amounted to £424 6s. 
per head, while in Canada. it was £690 10s. 
per head. These facts demand careful 
consideration. If our manufacturers are 
not following up-to-date methods, if they 
are not making the best use of the pro- 
tection which has been afforded them by 
putting down complete plants, so as to 
be able to turn out their manufactures at 
the lowest rates, is it fair that other sec- 
tions of the community should be called 
upon to carry these imposts in order that 
they may be protected? J think I have 
shown clearly that Australian workmen 
in this industry do not receive anything 
like the pay received by Canadian work- 
men, and that the value of the output 
per employee in Canada is considerably 
more than it is in Australia. 

Mr. Gresne.—The figures referred to 
by the honorable member relate to the 
year 1918. Since then there has been an 
increase in wages here, and a reduction 
In wages in Canada. 

' Mr. GREGORY.—These are 
latest: statistics available. 

gentleman knows that our statistics are 

nearly always two years old. 

Mr. Greenz.—I think the honorable 


the 


- member will find that. wages rates in Aus- 


; tralia: to-day are ei loin my are in 
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these statistics, it 


The honorable 


Canada, because since the year ¢ 
by him wages here have increased 
in Canada they have been ee : 


considerable fee after ies war. a 
the world to-day there is a ee 
reduction of wages. Wages here did 
go up to anything like the level reac 
in America during the war. Ey 


industry were considerably higher 
in Australia, : 


Mr. Parker Motoney. OLE eae ho 
orable member’s figures are three ye 
old. : 


that the Wuatraliea mami fea 
agricultural machinery made no requesi 
to the Inter-State Commission when 
was inquiring into the Tariff for 
creased duties. I have here a report by” 
Mr. Walmsley, in which it is state ie 
that— 


In March-October, 1914, the Inter-Sta 
mission held an inquiry to hear request: 
garding the 1908-11 Tariff on agricultura! 
plements, but according to the report, whi 
dated August, 1916—nearly two. years. lat 
no information of any practical use 
tained, inasmuch as no manufacturer of 
sequence in Australia submitted any reqi 
or furnished evidence in Australia. 

A blacksmith, who was about to put o1 
market a potato digger, and a maker of. 
tooth harrows i in Tasmania, who submitted the 


fitably ip ainaes on, wandied a hice duty 
order to expand his business more rapidly 
The Commission’s inquiries covered 
period from Marth to ee a 


to this Povlianent They ¢ set pel the 
period from Mareh to October, 19. 
an inquiry into the position of manu 
turers of agricultural, ines an 


consequence calinndtieee a. request, c | 
nished any evidence i im bold ea ot 
Hea 


ow 


ia Mi deawr. hs San back as 1908 
we tried to get a duty of £16 Per machine 
_ on stripper-harvesters, 


Mr. GREGORY.—I am aia now, 
not of politicians, but of manufacturers. 
Sworn evidence, taken before a Oommit- 
tee, and showing why ‘these increased 
duties are necessary, should have been 
submitted to us; but we have had no such 

evidence. It is a shame that such duties 
_ should ‘be proposed. The Inter-State 


~ 


The-most noticeable feature in connexion 

ith this industry is the fact that, except 
an regard to three comparatively unimportant 
_branehes, manufacturers have refrained from 
_ approaching the Commission, either in regard 
to unsatisfactory conditions which may exist 
ae the manufacture of machines and imple- 
_Mments in which’they are at present engaged, 
or in respect to an extension of their opera= 
tions to machines and implements which 


ie _ here. 


iy Tt is a fair inference from this that at 
_ that time local manufacturers were satis- 
_— fied with the 1908-11 Tariff. 


Mr, Maruews.—lIs the honorable mem- 
ber aware that most Protectionists regard 
_ the Inter-State Commission, which made 
that report, as a Free Trade body ? 


- Mr. GREGORY.—No. Any Commis- 
cone that is appointed to take evidence 
will report according to the evidence sub- 
mitted, and not according to its personal 
' predilections. The honorable member, as 
a member of the Public Works oyun 
_ tee, has had to bring in reports accord- 
2 ing to the evidence submitted, although 
_ they were contrary to his own views. 


; Mr. Matuews.—I do not doubt the sin- 
‘cerity of the Inter-State Commission, but 


I would not expect them to PERO 
higher duties, 


Mr. GREGORY.—Here is a quotation 
“from a report of the Commission, which 
pan shows that the honorable member, unin- 
Nae: -tentionally, no doubt, was unfair in mak- 
Ce fase such a remark :— 


"Notwithstanding that no evidence was ad- 
ated, the Commission did make some recom- 
mendations, chiefly in the direction of raising 
_ the general Tariff, in order to give a prefer- 
ence to implements, &e., of United Kingdom 
origin, which may partly ‘account for the pre-, 
ference it in the 1914 Tariff brought in twenty-one 

months before the Commission’s report was pre- 
i ted he ascot game 


hitherto have not been commercially made ~ 
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Mr. Maruzws.—That gentleman says 
the Commission recommended - Increases | 
in the duties without being asked. 


Mr. GREGORY. — The Commission — 
did recommend increases of the duties, al- 
though no manufacturer suggested that 
any increase was necessary. 

Mr. Maruews. — That %s a most re 
markable statement to make. I thmk 
your information is astray. 

Mr. GREGORY. — I am quoting a 
member of the Tariff Commission of 
1906, and I take ‘his statements as being 
absolutely correct, as I think they will be 
found to be. When the Minister (Mr. 
Greene) was speaking on the Tariff he 
said— 

There are some subsidized freights in exist- 
ence at the present moment. I can quote one 
instance which has come, under my notice. I 
eannot give the particulars, because I have 
them in “confidence, but I can give the figures. 
The ordinary freight at the present time is 
£10 per ton ona certain article; yet one firm 


‘is able to bring it to Australia at the rate of 


£1 per ton. 


I am assuming that the Minister was re- 
ferring then to agricultural machinery 
from Canada and the United States of 
America, and, if that be so, the honorable 
gventleman’s reference was incorrect. The 
following is information suppled by im- 
porters of that machinery:—The stea- 
mer freight rate on agricultural machi- 
nery from the east cost of America—Mon- 
treal, and St. Johns, Canada, and New 
York, United States of America—for the 
year 1911-12 was 20s. per ton; for the. 
year 1912-13 it was 22s. 6d. per ton; for 
the year 1913-14 it was 27s. 6d. per ton. 
In the early part of 1914 an effort was 
being made to establish a new shipping — 
line in the American-Australian trade. 
Agents for some of the old lines offered 
the agricultural implement concerns and 
some other large shippers a five-years con- 
tract at an average rate for the whole 
period to the five principal Australian — 
ports of 22s. 6d. per ton. The contract 
was accepted by both the International _ 
Harvester Company and Massey-Harris — 
Company. That contract was effective — 
from Ist June, 1914, to 31st May, 1919, 
and to the credit of the shipping com- 
panies, it can be said that they honoured | 
_their contract through that troublesome — 
period, and gave the shippers their fair — 
share of space in every ship they loaded _ 


® Ansts hak ete many “of ee 


more per ton. Had they wished to do so, 


-not do so. Their retail prices through- 
ee rate of 22s. 6d. per ton, and the 
farmers of Australia, instead of the im- 
porting implement companies, got the full 
ay ge of this exceptionally favorable con- 
tract, which accounted for the moderate 
‘prices of imported machinery in Australia 
during the war period, At Ist June, 
1919, the rate on agricultural machinery 
“from. America to Australia was increased 
to 67s. 6d. per ton, three times the aver- 
age rate that prevailed during the war 
| period, which has been, next to the in- 
an creased Customs duties, a most im- 
portant factor in fixing the pre- 
_ sent high prices for farm machinery. 
The Minister laid great stress on the 
small quantities of machinery being 
manufactured in Free Trade New Zea- 
land, and I said that I would show that, 
so far as population and production are 
_ concerned, they produce more than is ‘pro- 
‘duced in Australia. 
Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer.—Yes; 
are not a farming people. 
i Mr. GREGORY. —But I say that re- 
: ees they produce more, and this 
_. makes the Minister’s argument of less 
_walue. Where there is a small market, 


but they 


“ ‘different receiving houses, the cost of ad- 
- ministration is thereby increased, so that 
the’ Minister’s statements are of little 
alue. _ 

aM. Srmw arr. —The freight from the 


ae eastern American ports is greater to New 


Zealand than to Australia. — 

Mr. Marnews.—The honorable mem- 
r for Indi (Mr. Robert Cook) told us 
‘of agricultural implements sold in 
‘Canada at £61, and in Free Trade New 
Zealand at £97. 

Mr. CREGORY, shalt show the 
cost in Canada, New Zealand, and here. 
‘he Minister, in reply to the honorable 


ould be in a position. to buy in th 
th Id just 


pete Be gel in 
said. that that 


st ‘them from £8 to £10 and | But why did not : 


the machinery companies could have made’ 
enormous profits for themselves out of the 
contract by charging their Australian cus-— 
tomers the prevailing rates; but they did 


and 


o out the whole period were based on the ie 
| To § say that ‘phecniente there 


statement than that of Mr. Masse 


and implements have to be sent to four 


tralian agricultural machinery factor 


| mber- tor Swan (Mr. Prowse) ; said— ¢ 


The honorable member. claimed that a we a 
d Free Trade in agricultural implements, the — 


his case from the point 
of machinery in New Ze d 
‘sufficient reason | “that agri 
moe there, va is neue a 


cultural eee rh ee a 


in a ie in comparison 
United States of America. — 

Mr. Maruews —How can 
be produced in ro Zealand 
Tariff ? 


figures ? 32 


“Mr, GREGORY, a he. have 


is incorrect. ; 
Sir Rosrrt Besr. ae WH 
to Mr. Massey’s statement? 
Mr. eh —I shall r fer 


later. There. no mor 


owing to the increasing cost 
chinery many people are going 
agricultural industry in the 

Sir Ropert Best. — Beca 
porters are exploiting them. 

Mr. GREGORY. a The ho 
member did not hear my pr 
marks, and, therefore he cans 
the argument. To continue th 
ie I have The oe u de 


whiol: gi 11 ia. per 
finished value of the sian: 0. 


for ig same ig was £1, 415 75, 


Tariff. : 


the year was £128,185, equalling 6s. 5d. 
per acre. The total value of the finished 
_ product of the New Zealand factories for 

the year was £380,044, equalling 19s. per 
acre. The population of Australia for 
—-—-:1919 was 5,247,019. The wages paid in 
_ the industry equalled 1s. 8d. per head. The 


per head. In New Zealand the popula- 
tion that year was 1,164,405. The wages 
_ paid per head of population was 2s. 3d. 
The value of the finished product per 
head was 6s. 6d. In the case of New Zea- 
land, the population test is scarcely a fair 
oe one, for the reason that the population 
has been’ increasing there in about the 
same proportion as it has in Australia, 
'__while the acreage under crop has been de- 
_ ereasing. The acreage under the above 
_ three crops in New Zealand for the year 
~ 1909-10 was 729,500. For 1919 it was 
899,469. In Australia the acreage in 
1909-10 was 8,157,568, in 1919, 9,013,166. 
_ That calculation shows the wages to be 
- ‘11d. per acre in Australia, as against 
| 6s. 5d. per acre in New Zealand, while the 
value of the production was 3s. 2d. per 
acre in Australia, as against 19s. in New 
> Zealand. 
~~ S Mr. Marvews.—Those figures might 
_ - mean anything. 46 
Mr. GREGORY.—The honorable mem- 
ber can try to work them out from the 
_ Year-Book, as I have done. I think I 
_ did so on a fair basis. I took the basis 
_ of the three principal crops which are ap- 
plicable to both countries—wheat, oats, 
and barley, and their production per em- 
ployee engaged. 


b) epee 8 
a ek 


ber worked the comparison out on wheat, 
oo oats, and barley only, and compared the 
_ relative productivity of the two countries 
on the basis of those three crops? 


Mr. GREGORY.—I took wheat, oats, 
_* and barley because they are the principal 
cereal crops. I did not include other 
- erops that are not common to both coun- 
tries. In the New Zealand Year-Bogk 
other products; which are different from 
_ ours, are given; but, taking it as a whole, 
_ I think it will be found that the way I 
have worked out the comparison is fair 
and equitable. If I had included the 
_ Australian hay crop it would have made 
the comparison very unfair, 


ae 
{ ee 
bal len 
i 
a 
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value of the finished product was 5s. 5d. . 


Mr. Greent.—Has the honorable mem-. 


Tariff. £007 
, Mr. Srzwarr.—I hope the Minister re- 
plies to those &8tatements. They are very 
striking. | 


Mr. Greene.—lIt is easy to reply to that 
part of it. | 


Mr. GREGORY.—I find from the sta-— 
tistics that, the manufacturer in Free 
Trade New Zealand pays his workmen a 
higher rate, because the percentage of the 
wages paid to the value of the finished 
product is 34 per cent. in New Zealand, as 
against 30 per cent. in Australia.: 


I wish to deal now with the prices of 
farming machinery, and quote the differ- 
ences in various countries. I had in- 
tended to deal with the Argentine, but all 
the evidence I have shows that the reaper- 
thresher has not been a success there. 


Mr. Marnews.—They were a long time 
finding that out. 


Mr. GREGORY.—They were a good 
time finding it out, but that machine has 
never been properly on the market in the 
Argentine. It seemed hardly worth while 
to deal with that phase of the matter, but, 
perhaps, it will be just as well to do so, 
because I want to get these facts into 
Hansard, so that the people may know 
them. The Minister has been getting in- 
formation from the Argentine, and has 
been asked how and from whom he ob- 
tained it, but he has not told us.. It 
would be just as well if he did tell us how 
he obtains his information about prices in 
that country. A considerable time ago 
there was a good deal of comment on the 
difference in the prices of agricultural 
machinery in the Argentine and here; but 
I wish to deal more exhaustively to-day 
with the question of the pricesin Canada, 
New Zealand, and Australia. I will come 
back to the question of the Argentine 
prices later on if necessary, merely em- 
phasizing the fact that the reaper-thresher 
never could be considered to be properly 
upon the market there. Several ma- 
chines were sent there, but they were 
never an unqualified success, for several. 
reasons, which Ido not propose to go into 
now. As to reaper-threshers now being 
tried in the Argentine, they are engine- 
driven machines, quite different in design 
and construction from those which are — 
being sold in Australia. Up to the pre- 
sent time none of these machines have 


ci 10) ieee Nias Fe Pie een Me F ‘ Pe oNeS ai yn arate Nee 
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been sold in the Argentine. The Inter- 


. national Harvester people are still en- 
gaged in developing the machine which 
they desire to put on the Argentine 
market. — | 
‘The Minister. compared the prices of 
different machines in New Zealand and 
Australia, notably disc ploughs, spring 
tine harrows, grain drills, and fertilizer 
drills. Why those machines, which have 
seareely any sale in New Zealand, were 
selected it is difficult to understand. I 
have the following information :— 


In pre-war times prices in New Zealand were, 
on the average, lower than in Australia, 
although the cost of delivering them, as well 
as distributing expenses, was much higher. 
‘Freight rates from the east coast of America 
to New Zealand were then from 10 per cent. to 
15 per cent. higher than to Australia. On ac- 
count of the broken nature of the country it 
has been found necessary to have distributing 
warehouses in the four leading cities, while 
only one for a much larger business is_re- 

1. quired in each of the Australian States. Dis- 
tributing .expenses in New Zealand average 
from 15 per cent. to 20 per cent. higher than 
in Australia. In Australia farm machinery is 
sold on the basis of delivery on rails at the sta- 
tion nearest the manufacturer’s or distributor’s 
place of business; the farmer pays the outward 
railage. In New Zealand the practiceis to_pre- 
pay carriage to the farmer’s nearest railway 
station or wharf, and the cost of it, estimated 
at 33 per cent., is added to the retail price. 
Then the equipment of some machines in New 
Zealand is materially different from the same 
machine in Australia. For instance, in Austra- 
lia, drills are fitted with steel road wheels, 
while in New Zealand wooden road wheels, 
which cost more, are used. 


Mr. Srewart.—lIf you ask “for speci- 
fications for any implement with wooden 
wheels in Australia, it is always charged 

as an extra. 


Mr. GREGORY .— Yes.— 


Australidh thanufacturers charge £3 extra 
for wooden wheels where supplied. In New 
Zealand a canvas cover to protect it from the 
weather is supplied with each drill at a cost of 
about £2. No such covers are used im Aus- 
tralia. Owing to the difference in seasons New 
Zealand price lists are usually issued about six 
months later than in Australia, and some in- 
terested parties, when it suited their purpose, 

Ihave been known to compare current Australian 
prices with the preceding season’s prices in 


New Zealand. By reason of its more regular . 


- seasons, New Zealand has closely sold out its 
supplies yearly at prices based on the, landed 
cost of the importations during the year, while 
quite the reverse- has been the case in * Aus- 
tralia, where it frequently happened that the 
machines sold were imported two or three years 


previously at lower imvoice prices and with 


st 
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made on the 


might almost say a tainted source, 


eral ca 


lower freights, and as prices th 
asis. of landed eost, t 
for the time being, more favorable to A 
lian than to New Zealand purchasers. 


is now giving us the excuses of the Im 
national Harvester Company fers 
their machines dearer in New 
than here. ae 
_Mr. GREGORY.—The paper - 
here is from the Massey-Harris peo 
gives the reason why at times there 
inereased prices in New Zealand as | 
pared with here. Nobody knows be 
than the Minister that theprices of 
goods have been jumping up conside 
month after month. ~ Manufactu 
costs have been gomg up month ¢ 
month, and year: after year, until ft 
have reached an enormous figure. 
body knows that better than the Ministe 
does. He knows also that machmery ean 
be imported for.one season’s prodnet, 
IT suppose nobody knows better tha: 
does why the reaper and binder is t 
sold at its present price to-day instea 
with the duty added. It has been 
very secret up to the present, but althe 
the Minister knew it the House was no 
told anything of it. — ae: 
Mr. Grernzn.—But the beausy 
thing is that, notwithstanding thes 
sons in regard to New Zealand, th 
tralian manufacturers, who wer 
jected to all these extra costs, did 
charge as much. se 
Mr. GREGORY.—Can the J 
tell us. how the price of the strip 
vester has jumped up? 
Mr. Greent.—Prices have no 
ereased here so much. ne 
Mr. GREGORY.—Prices ha 
ereased everywhere. The Minister & 
this quite well. — 
Mr. Gresve.— But the Australia 
mamufacturer did not have such la 
stocks in hand. He was manufactur 
all the time. The honorable memb 
statements are pretty hot. = 
Mr. GREGORY.—1I do not think the 
are. J have at times questioned some o 
the Minister’s statements. He draws 
information wholly from one soure 


Ns 


it comes from those manufacture 
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‘ae : on Cea, bad might as well say 
the same of ‘the honorable member’s ‘in- 
a formation. 

 -Mr. GREGORY .— Nothing of the sort. 
I am quoting figures that ought to have 
been obtained by a Board for the infor- 
mation of honorable members. 
_ - Mr. Srewart.—The Minister’s inter- 
- jection is an admission that, if the in- 
- formation obtained »by the honorable 
- member for Dampier is unreliable, his, 
own figures are unreliable also. 
_ Mr. Grrenz.—I did not say they were. 


~ Mr GREGORY.—The Minister 
~~ stands in an entirely different position 
from any other honorable member. His 
duty was to get the fullest possible infor- 
- mation fom: every section of the com- 
munity in regard to the effect of these 
- duties, and allow honorable members to 
make up their own minds; although, of 
- eourse, he would be entitled to throw his 
own weight into the balance if he so de 
sired. 

- Mr. Greenze.—In Tariff matters one 
_ gets help from both sides, as the honor- 
able member knows. 

Dr. Matonry—Why not pass the 
_ Tariff in globo, so that we may deal with 
_ the dumping trouble? 


Mr. GREGORY.—I cannot under- 


‘ id why some members opposite do not 


oat point, and declare against the importa- 
tion of any goods into this country. Why 
not increase the duties three hundredfold 
or five hundredfold, Sin test the issue at 
es once? : 

_ Mr. Greenz.—aAs we did on onions? 
Mr. GREGORY.—<And in the case of 
- bananas; which only shows what political 
i "pressure: will do. 

¢ Mr. Parker Moronny.—Did the hon- 
orable member object to what was done 
im connexion with bananas? 


4 Mr. GREGORY .—Of course I aad. if 
_ spoke against ‘the proposal, and em- 
_ phasized the danger of losing our trade 
with the Islands: altogether. 
_ _ But I want to give honorable ge 
some information as to current prices for 
these seed and fertilizer drills in .Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand, the comparison 
_ being between Mitchell (Australia), Reid 
and ane: i ii tae , and Massey- 


_serew their courage up to the sticking - 


Harris (Mons Zetia and Australia), 
Vhe figures are— 


Reid and 


Mitchell. Gray. Massey-Harrs. 2 
j New New a, ‘s 

Australia. | Gstand. | Penland: Australia, 
Le a Ee dase. dik sega 


13-hoe drill 67 
15-hoe drill 72 
I7-hoe drill 78 


10 0/65 16 3/66 5 O70 0 @ 
5 0168 5 070 2 676 0 0 
10 O71 3 674 O O81 12 6 


Mr. Ricuarp Fostrrr.—What is the 
price of the Sunshine implement? 

Mr. Srewarr. — Mitchells and the 
Massey-Harris Company make the odd- 
numbered colters, whereas the Sunshine 
people do not, so it would be hard to make 
a comparison, as the honorable member 
for Wakefield suggests. 

Mr. GREGORY .—The actual price of 
the 15-hoe drill in New Z ealand 18 
£61 17s. 6d., but the farmer pays, in ad- 
dition, £2 for a canvas cover, £2 extra for 
wood wheels, and £2 7s. 6d. for outward 
railage, which bring the landed price to 
£68 5s. Even with “the addition of .these : 
items the New Zealand farmer gets a 
cheaper-machine than the Ansivaiag 
producer. I am told that the prices 
charged by Mitchell and the Sunshine 
Harvester people are approximately iden- 
tical, but Mitchells have been chosen for 
the reason, as explained by the honorable 
member’ for Wimmera, that their drills 
are constructed with odd- numbered 
colters, as,are Reid and Grays, in New 
Zealand, and the Massey-Harris im ple- 
ments, while the McKay drill is manufac- 
tured with even-numbered colters. Hon-. 
orable members will note that the small 
New Zealand manufacturer, with an out- 
put that is trifling in comparison with 
that of the leading Australian manufac- — 
turers, sells his drill 3 in Free Trade New 
Zealand at a price 162 per cent. lower 
than the Australian Sie sete Date does. 
in his highly- -protected market, and lower — 
also than the importers, whom the Aus- 
tralian manufacturers are attempting to. 
exclude, can do. Current prices in the 
Commonwealth and the Dominion for the 
other items referred to by the Minister. 
are as follow:— 

New Zealand. Australia. 


4-furrow disc plough £58 EBS She 
Spring-tine harrow . £20 ey Hi We 
43-ft. mower £34 £35 10s. 


9010 Tariff 


Mr. Parker Motonny.—Was that ma- 
chinery manufactured by a New Zealand 
firm ? 

Mr. GREGORY. ot am “quoting the 
Massey Harris prices in Australia and 
New Zealand. 

‘Mr. Maruews.—Those fipures were 
supplied to the honorable member. The 
honorable member is wrong about the 
four-furrow disc plough. My figures are 
that in Australia, with a 40 per cent. 
duty, it is sold at £44, and in New Zea- 
land, duty free, at £52 10s. 

Mr. GREGORY.—tThe statistics I have 
used I collected for myself, except those 
which I quoted from Mr. Wamsley, but 
these figures in regard to prices are sup- 
plied by Massey-Harris, and I believe 
them to be true. If I doubted their ac- 
euracy, I should not put them before the 
Committee. I have the assurance of 
Massey-Harris and Company that these 
are their prices, and, moreover, I have 
checked some of them with the printed 
price lists issued in Canada by Deering 
and McCormick. I have taken all pos- 
sible care to verify my information, and 
I would not read to the Committee any 
document if I thought it contained any 
misrepresentation. The Minister (Mr. 
Greene) said during this debate— 

Agricultural machinery there (New Zealand), 
which is supplied almost entirely by overseas 
manutfacturers—because there is practically no 
agricultural implement making in the Do- 
minion—is without exception dearer than it is 
in Australia. There are eighty-five 
items in this list, &c. 
if propose to read a list of the retail 
prices for 1921 in Canada, New Zealand, 
and Australia of Massey- Harris farm ma- 
chines of the same kind. 

Mr. Parker Mortonry.—Where did 
you get that information?» 

ve GREGORY .—From Massey-Harris 
and Company. 

Mr. Maruews.—Bad though our local 
manufacturers are because of the low 
wages they pay, Massey-Harris and Com- 
pany are worse, because they sweat their 
employees under contract. 

Mr. GREGORY.—I have previously 
quoted statistics showing that the average 
wage per employee i in this industry is con- 
siderably greater in Canada than in Aus- 
tralia, whilst the output also is larger. 
If a machine manufactured in Canada 
can be sold for £60 while the one manu- 
factured here is sold for £100, there must 
be something wrong with the local manu- 
Epphnee, 


[REPRESENTATIVES. ] 


Mr: Parker WoLoMNe. Has thee 
orable member worked out the percentage 
difference between Canadian and A 
tralian wages? ; 

Mr. Fieminc.—Wages in Canada 3 
about 25 per cent. higher two years red 

Mr. GREGORY.—The wages I 7 : 
related to 1918. F 

Mr. MarHews. What is the good of 
quoting those? 

Mr. GREGORY.—The average income 
of salaried employees in this industry in | 
Australia is £170 2s. and in Canad 
£292 10s., whilst the average wage of 
the operatives in Australia is £129 18s 
and in Canada £192 12s. I shall quote 
the prices paid for different articles of 
machinery by the farmers in Canada, 
Australia, and New Zealand. The A 
tralian prices of binders are quoted 
the basis of a 10 per cent. duty, because 
Massey-Harris & Company: had a large 
number of machines on hand just bef. 
the new duty became operative. Ha 
that machinery ‘arrived a month la 
and borne the 45 per cent. duty, t 
increase would have had to be Cc 
the consumer. 


ber a why the Massey. Harvial peop 
knocked off £24 off their catalogue pri 
for the reaper and binder? 3 


Mr. GREGORY .—I can. 


While I was 


member for Wakefield (Mr. Rich 
Foster) interjected :——‘‘ The price quot 
here for the imported reaper and bin a 
was £130, but as soon as Mr. 
quoted £100 for his machine, the ! 
of the imported article dropped.’ Th 
explanation is this: The Australian re 
price for a Massey-Harris 6-feet reat 
and binder for the 1920 harvest was £105 
payable after harvest. As forward ord 
for harvesting machines are booked al 
through the year, it became necessary 
fix a price for binders for the 1921 h 
vest. scon after the new Tariff was brou 
down, and a price list was issued on 1 
J my 1920, in which the price for 


£ 130, oriole included the duty of 45. 
cent. under the new Tariff. Honora 
members are aware that i in March of las 
year the new Tariff was Introduced, 


* 
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ee a aie of 45 per cent. on reapers 
and binders, but it did not become opera- 
tive until the Ist J anuary of this year. 
- However, a large number of reapers and 
binders arrived in December too late for 
_ delivery for the 1920 harvest, before the 
“new duty came into effect, but. after the 
_ High Court decision was announced under 
which the Customs Department charged 
duty on the exchange. It is those reapers 
and binders, carried over from 1920, that 

are now listed at £105 for the 1921 har- 
vest. Had they paid the new 45 per 

cent. duty and the duty on exchange, 
their price would not have been less than 
£135. The price established by McKay 
had nothing whatever to do with the 
_ question. 
"Mr. Ricnarn Foster.—The only 
| Pirouble is that they did not quote the 
lower price until McKay quoted £100. 

Mr, GREGORY .—The honorable mem- 
ber knows perfectly well that, up to that 
time, the Sunshine Works had bonita out 
, only one machine. 

' Mr. Ricuarp Fostrer.—I am pees 
of quotations which I know were made by 

McKay for this season in South Aus- 
~* tralia. ri 
Mr. GREGORY.—The Massey-Harris 
_ people distinctly intimated that, as soon 
as they would be called upon to pay the 
_ higher duty, the price would be increased 
he ae £132. 

Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—Yes; but it fell 
to £100 when the Sunshine machine came 
bp Olb.s >) 
bioo Lr. GREGORY. —The Massey- arris 
; people state that their price at the pre- 

sent time is based on the 10 per cent. 

duties paid by them on these machines. 
Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—No; it is based 
on their competitor’s price here. | 
Mr. GREGORY.—I cannot credit that 
- statement. I know the price of every- 
_ thing has been increased, and may still 
-inerease, but I have with me a list com- 
paring the various prices charged to the 
farmers on the usual terms, cash payable 


_ in Canada, New Zealand, and Australia. 
It is as follows :-— 


oy me Prices or Farm MAcntnery, AUSTRALIA, 
: . | NEw ZraLaAnpD AND CANADA, 


Canada. 


New 
z, es a Australia, 


we 


SG £ Gi So ee a ose 
a Reaper: and Binder, 5 ft. cut 60 0 0} 95 0 O/|103 0 


after harvest, for agricultural machinery © 


od, 
0 


Mr. Marxews.—Does it cost the Mas- 
sey-Harris Company £35 to send a reaper 
and binder to New Zealand? 

Mr. GREGORY.—Thére are ve 
many handling charges. As I shall show 
the honorable member presently, the 
natural protection afforded varies from 20 
to 50 per cent. This comparative list of 
prices continues— 

Prices or Farm MACHINERY, AUSTRALIA, 
NEw ZEALAND AND CANADA. 


New * 
Canada. Fomand. Australia, 


G2 8.EsA Sed. | sees ees 

Reaper and Binder— 

6 ft. cut i SOL - 0) O97 370. -O1L05 OD 

8-ft. cut ey S465 10 (OHI be Oe 0112p 80 
Side Delivery Reaper .» | 30 0 0}; 55 0 0} 6210 0 
Mower— ; 

34-ft. cut ie .. | 2010 O} 28 0 0| 2910 O 

44-ft. cut oH fhe 28 0 OWS 400 | sooo 

5-ft. cut AG ...| 24° 0.0) 38°-0 0) 39: 100 

54-ft. cut ay .. | 2410 0} 89 0 O| 400 0 

6-ft. cut ae .. 125 10 0} 40.0 0); 42°00 
Hay Rake— 

8-ft. 3% of LL 10% OF 18)10%-046 2025620 

9-ft. ce } 42-10 20} 19 10s 02h O50 
Side Delivery Rake 38110 0] 42 0 OQ; 44 0 0 
Grain and Fertilizer Drill 

9 hoe Not used | 60 0 0} 68 0 9 
‘ 11 hoe oF: P 39 10 0] 64 0 0} 68 0 O 
Ha 13 hoe ifs oe 14250 0} 68-2 0 O74 CeO 


[ hope that the Minister does not object 
to my putting in Hansard the whole of 


this list. 


Mr. GreEene,—I did not put the whole 
of mine in, but please yourself. 

Mr. Gass.—Are not the Canadian 
prices an argument in favour of establish- 
ing the industry in our own country? 

Mr. GREGORY.—The industry is al- 
ready established here, and has made 


marvellous progress under the lower 
duties. | 
Mr. Maruews.—I am afraid that the 


honorable member for Dampier is quoting 
the wholesalé prices for Canada. 

Mr. GREGORY.—No; these are the 
prices the farmers pay in cash, after har- 
vest. The honorable member can com- 
pare his figures with mine. The list con- 
tinues— | 


Prices or Farm MACHINERY, AUSTRALIA, 
NEw ZEALAND AND CANADA. 


New vows 
Canada. Fenland. Australia, 


£ s.d.| € 8. d.\ & 8. d. 


Grain and eer Drill— us 
15 hoe ‘ . | Not used | 72 0. 0} 80 0 06 
17 hoe tp .. | Not used| 76 0 0| 86 0 0 

9 disc ae , Not used | 63 0 O0O| 67 0 0 
11 disc pe 42 0 0O| 68 0 0}.72° 0°90 
13 disc Pi 4510 0| 73 0 0| 78 0 0 
15 disc ies Not used | 77 0 0} 84 0 0 

Not used | 82 0 0} 90 0 0 


17 disc : id 


ari. 


‘Mr. ParKeEr Motoney.—May not the — 


difference between the 


Australian and 


New Zealand prices be accounted for by 
the difference in freights ? 


Mr. GREGORY .—There is no duty in 


New Zealand, but it costs the seller more 


to get the Canadion goods to the New Zea- 
land farmer than it does to land them at 
the vending point in Australia. 


continues— 


Pricns of Farm Macutnery, AUSTRALIA, 
eNew ZEALAND AND CANADA. 


The lst 


% ane Canada. | 7 meni! q, |) Australia. 
a 
SOR al) (An oS Be en cae Oe 
Spring ‘Tooth pote © 
» 9 tine ° Ce 13) 0!) 70). 2055.0 Ol 22 Ee 0 
* 6 ft, 19°00 0}. 29: 10% 0} 88: 0. 0 
S ft. 22 0: 0} 34:10 0):39 0 0 

i Lom kO: TO we, 143000.) OF 45°00} 50. 405-0 

"Maize Cultivator, No.8 .. | 2410 0] 32 0 0| 37 © 0 

‘Maize Drill, Single . |Notused | 810 O] 10 0 0 

Disc Harrow, 14x 16 12. 40).'0) 9 0 * 0)22' O20 
Wise Harrow, jue kane 
ES led eed. a |G) Not used | 20 0 0] 28 0 0 
Disc Harrow, No. 5— 
10 dise , Not used | 28 0 0} 82 0.0 
12 disc Not used | 30 0° 0) 34 0 0 
14 disc ‘ Not used 32 0 '0| 36 0 0 
16 dise oan Not used | 84 0 0} 8810 O 
18:dise. ie Not used | 36 0 0} 41 0 0 
20. dise Not used} 38 0 0} 48 10 O 
Diamond amovhing Har- 
row—— 
2 section AL Oy OW Sa LB Gl Bor 0 
3 section... 6.) OF 8 1b Oe 9950-0 
4 gection .. 8: 60) OL VEAL 26). 12 2 6 
5 section 10 O 0] 1415 0; 1512 6 
6 section ... 12..'0 (0) 18 0 10). 19° 2 6 
Lever Harrow— ji 
1 section 4 610 OL EB Ol BOO 
2 section © 9 ous 740 (0) 11 5 <0) 11: 12 6 
3 section 14 Oe OPAC 12 OP 26 
4 section Not used} 22°15 0} 238 7 6 
Spring Tooth | " Harrow, : : 
10-tooth 6 oO ONES 5 OWS 6 
ae Spring Tooth Har- 
Not used} 20 0 0} 21 0 0O 
Sinnle Garden Plow— 
No. vs ‘ Not used} 5. 2 6! 6.10 0 
No. Not used Tie O29 204 0 
Single Field Plow— 
oNo, 15 nk 502 OP MO PRE Ot Be 0 
No. 10 DES 6 6 0) 8.17. 6) 10-5 0 
‘eNOS he 6 10 Ol 817) 6] EOS 40 
- Drill Plow 710 0| 12 0 0} 15 0 0 
Sidehill Plow .. 6 6 6} 9 0 0} 11 5 0 
Single Furrow Plows, N. Ms 
sin Not used} 8 2 6) 10 5- 0 
~ 10in. Not used | 8 17 6) 11 0 0 
Aries ve Notused| 9 7 6| 1115 0 
 14in. Not used 9 17 6) 12 10 O 
AN W092 Not used'| 10 17 6) 13°15 0 
' Light 2-Furrow ‘Gang Plow |11 0 0/20 © 0] 21 0 0 
Light 8-Furrow Gang Plow | Notused| 32 (0 0; 40 0 0 

Dice Plow 4-Furrow. Gang Plow | Not used} 386 0 0} 45 O. O 

-Dise P ‘ 

: Teiiale e Furvew 28) 001 32°90) O134)"5. 0 
ahh cate ane 58 10 O| 41° 0 0} 43 0 0 
Mr. Marurews.—There is juggling 

somewhere, 
i. GREGORY. —Before the ie 


ae * aay aed a I shall take the op- 


is ONG 


‘some cases it amounts to nearly 75 pe 


pei, of comparing z my list 
The st eines aN one oe. 


Dise.Plow— 


3-Furrow aN Not'used . 


' 4-Furrow We Not used | 58 
5-Furrow AS .. | Not used 65 
Root Pulper .. Tee oes Oe 8 oY 


Sub-Surface Packer 2 1 See 40 
Wheelbarrow .. ae B. 
Garden Scuffler— 
No. 2 ge su 3 10 5 
No. 10 we Ui SoA 5 
No. 14 i 5 10 | 
Cream Separator— 
400-Ib. size .. : 20-0 $0). 23: 0 
500-Ib. size... .. [22 0 0] 27 0 
REAM uP hos WU 


¢ 


£23 in New Zealand, and £29 5s. im 
tralia. No doubt the bigger duty 
accounts for the difference in price. — 
list from which I have read shows tha 
our farmers pay on the average 60° 

cent. more for the machinery and i 
ments site use than i is paid i bos ue 


ea as and ‘the he are lower th i 
Australian prices. The bate os 


which I have quoted there is scarce 
item in regard to which the natural p 
tection is not over 30 per cent., and 


cent. The Massey(Harris Company I 
supplied me with figures showing the ac 
tual cost of importing a 43-feet mower 
which was landed in Melbourne last De 
cember from the steam-ship Virgilia, an 
a cultivator, which was landed here - 
the 30th March last from the steam-s 


Port H ay. UT hese are the figures: oA 
are the cost of importing the mower :— 


“Invoice Cost ($66), £13 Ils. 3d. 


Percentage 
of Importing 
_— Charges to 
Invoice 
Value. 
Nay £00. 1d. 
_ Packing and casing Bi Bet 7 §°34 
- Inland freight in America ag | 6°30 
Marine insurance . 0 1 10 68 
_ Exchange at ¥5 per cent.on 
£15 12s. 9d. f.o.b. 226 EV PEAS 
ie - Ocean freight to Melbourne.. 2 311 | 16-18 
_ Wharfage, stacking, cartage, 
and receiving, &c. i. B32 3°01 
Setting up, preparing for 
BS  ooikla: Set. 5 0 9-21 
i 8. 5.6 4 GL-02 
A ie of 10 per cent., which 
‘was formerly the rate, would have 


amounted to £1 10s. 2d. on par value, 
- or to £1 17s. 9d. on commercial exchange 
— value. : 

_ Mr. Greenz.—These machines are im- 
2 ported i in the flat—that is, unassembled, 
and the cost of assembling them here 
should not have been includéd in that 
statement, because it is not part of the 
‘eost of importing. All machines haye 
‘to be assdmbled, either at the factory or 
at the place to whieh they are exported. 
Mr. GREGORY.—I assume that this 
Eaehine would originally be assembled in 
_ the factory; but, perhaps, the Minister is 
right. On the figures T have given, the 
‘duty at 45 per cent. on commercial ex- 
- change value comes to £8 9s. 9d., or 62.59 
a per cent. on the invoice value. Deduct- 
ing the cost of assembling here—£1 5s.— 
_ the duty would be between 40 and 50 
per. cent. on the invoice value. I have 
similar figures regarding the cost of im- 


be tt 


porting a cultivator, but I shall not read 
wonem. In 1918, about 70 out of 110 


sulted allowed agricultural machinery to 
be imported free of duty. The United 
_ States of America was one of those coun- 
tries. There, everything in the nature 
ie A of agricultural machinery, or implements, 
: or parts, is admitted duty free. 

Mr. Gasz.—Has that always been so? 

Mr. GREGORY =No; but when the 
last Tariff was passed these things were 
places on the free list. | 


countries eet in a list I have con-: 


turers of the United States of ‘America 
are well established. 

Mr. GREGORY. — The reason may 
have been to obtain reciprocity of treat- 
ment with Canada, in the hope of captur- 
ing the markets of the far western por- — 
tion of the Dominion. The farmers and 
others in the western parts of Canada are 
agitating for Tariff reform so that they 
may buy their requirements at something 
hike the world’s prices, and yet the duties — 
which they have to pay are nothing like 
those which the Australian farmer has to 
pay. <A huge political organization is 
being formed in western Canada for the 
protection of the interests of the farmers, 
who have to compete with other countries 
in the markets of the world. — 4 

Sir GrRanvitte Ryrtie. — Does: 
Canada manufacture agricultural’ 4 
nery? 

Mr. 


Shout geen vere 
Mr. Ratrey; —~ Then’ “the || 
farmer should get-his agricultural may \- 
nery cheaply. : 
( Mr. GREGORY.—He buys for 
what our farmer pays £102 for, and 
he complains. ; 
feeling of hostile in Australia, haa . 
it penalizes the man on the land. We ab 
trying to induce our population to sett! 
on the land, and at enormous expense ar 
bringing immigrants from the Old Coun 
try, and yet we are charging them enor- 
mously high sprices for everything they 
need. Our farmers have to accept the 
world’s prices for their products, and 
their trials and troubles have been many 
and severe. : 
Mr. Marrews.—At the present time, 
fowls’ food costs 10s. 3d. a bushel. 
‘ Mr. GREGORY.—The present. price 
of wheat is due to an arrangement made 
by the State Governments; ‘but will any 
one say that it compensates the New 
South Wales farmers for the recent two. 
years of drought in which they made — 
nothing? We ask that these items be re- 
considered. Should the. agricultural 
machinery industry need assistance, BTS Ne 
be given by way of a bounty. Our mann- 
facturing industries, however, made 
greater progress under low duties than 


} 


ood fF 


Pariff. 
ies hate made since many of the rates 
were increased by the 1914 Tariff. The 
present) Tariff will injure the producer, 
and J do not think it will benefit the 
workers, although it plays into the hands 
of Trusts and monopolies, and tends to 
increase their number. Honorable mem- 
bers know how the promises that were 
made when machinery duties were in- 
creased in 1908 have been broken. The 
farmer does not know from day to day 
what réturn his industry will yield him. 
He has to compete without protection in 
the markets of the world, and he deserves 
special consideration. Land has been 
falling out of cultivation, and though the 
area. that is being cultivated has. in- 
ereased this year, that is due chiefly to 
the efforts of repatriated men to make 
homes for themselves. ' The man who 
goel) out into the bush to win a livelihood 
by t\llimg land that has hitherto produced 
noting, and cuts himself off from the 
adviutages of civilization, often being 
ungble to get schooling for his philaron 
or f proper mail service, is surely worthy 
of /consideration. Yet, these duties fall 
wltolly upon such men and other tillers of 
soil. 
'{Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
3.4]—I recognise that the honorable 
ember for Dampier (Mr. Gregory), al- 
‘though ill-advised, has made out a good 
~S¢ase from his own stand-point. We who 
Heep! the duties have been told that 
we are trying to ruin the agriculturist. 
Mr. Srewarr.—Not that you are try- 
ing to do so, but that that will be the 
| “effect of the duties, 


Mr. MATHEWS.—That will not be 
their effect, and were it hkely to be so 
not one honorable member on this side 
would support them; because if the man 
on the land cannot make a living, the 
rest of the community suffers. We quite 
understand that; but we believe that the 
farmers’ representatives in this Chamber 
are over-estimating the effect of the in- 
creased duty. We are charged with look- 
ing solely after the interests of the manu- 
facturer, but we would rather do that 
than protect the importer. The honorable 
member for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) has 
referred to the Massey-Harris Company. 
I have a, particular objection to that firm, 


because I believe it is worse than the tee 


ternational Harvester Company. In con- 
nexion with the assembling of these im- 
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‘surplus to other countries, where it 
sold at a lower price than it is dispos } 


wealth. 


direction, because all manufacturers dis 


those in the countries from which they 


Tariff. oO 


Bienes the woriiee are in a , Sor Le 
unfortunate position, as there is not 
Federal award covering this pai 
trade. Victoria and South Australia 
the principal manufacturing States, a: 
operations are governed by the decision 
of a Victorian Wages Board. Unfort 
nately, a mistake was made in preparing 
the Victorian rates and conditions, an 
the Massey-Harris Company and the Int 
tational Harvester Company are takin 
full advantage of the position. The repre 
sentatives of the men had it arranged tha 
these firms could not under-pay men, bu 
under certain contract arrangements: me 
are engaged in assembling the parts o 
agricultural implements at rates which do 
not allow them to earn a living wage. 
These firms, however, are controlled, t 
a certain extent, and we can demand from. 
them wages and conditions which we can- 
not exact from importers. a 


Mr. Srewarr.—lIs it not rather stran re 
that. men can be secured to work for less. 
than a living wage? 


Mr. MATHEWS.—It is; and at ste 
the firms find great difficulty in obtaini 
their services. At present there is 
good deal of unemployment, and these 
firms are taking full advantage of th 
situation by employing ‘men to work 
wages below those usually paid. Agricul 
tural implements can be assembled — 
men who do not possess engineering skill 
although a certain amount of mechanic 
knowledge is necessary. In many cou 
tries where there is over-production, th 
manufacturer is compelled to export hi 


oe 


of to the consumers in the country where 
it is manufactured. It is only six week: 
ago that the South African farmers ob 
jected to Victorian wheat being dump: 
in that country, because ib was detri 
mental to the interests of the fSoutl 
African producers. Australian wheat has 
been sold in South Africa at a lower rate 
than it was disposed of in the Common 
The American manufacturers 
are not the only transgressors in this 


pose of ere over-production in a way 
that. is detrimental to the interests of 


export. The honorable member for Dam- 
pier (Mr. Gregory) quoted the rul 
prices in Canada, New Zealand, and At 
tralia, but Canada is really the same ai 


het 


We the Ried Beaten of America, because the 
_ same firms are operating in the two coun- 


ie _ tries, and the Tariff in the two countries 
is framed to suit the interests of both. 


ee | 
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_ The difference in the Canadian price of 


£61 and the New Zealand price of £97 


is accounted for by extra profit, because 


in New Zealand there is no com- 
petition with the local manufac- 
turer. If the New Zealand price is 
and the Australian £102: 
the difference of £5 does not mean ruina- 
tion to the Australian farmer. Surely 


_ the average agriculturist would be pre- 


pared to pay that amount if it would 


mean placing the industry on a sound 
_ basis and making the farmer independent 
of foreign manufacturers. 
much whether, individually or  collec- 
tively, . the 


I doubt very 


Australian wheat-growers 


oh ? woul d enter any protest if they realized 


ere that the imposition of the proposed duty 
would eventually be the means of plac- 
ing them in a better position. 


I quite 


4 understand that the farmers’ representa - 


tives are advocating reductions because 


they fear that some injury will be in- 


ae flicted, and if they, do not protest they 


"May have to explain. 
some farmers’ representatives are asked 
_ to make statements with which they do 

_ not agree. How much would it mean per 

bushel of wheat, oats, or barley if the 


I believe that 


extra price was paid ? 


Mr. 


Stewart.—Will the honorable 


‘member encourage primary production by 


LAs giving a price above the world’s parity ? 


_ Mr. MATHEWS.—TI do not like being 
nasty, but 10s. 3d. per bushel for fowls’ 
food is ridiculous. 

_ by poultry farmers that it is impossible 


I have been informed 


___to carry on because farmers want so much 
for their wheat. 


_ Mr. Srewarr.—The farmers are not 


a receiving anything like that price. 


i Me) MATHEWS.-I know that, but 
_ they are receiving on an average 9s. 44d. 


per bushel. 


Mr. Srewarr.—I do not think there 


is one who has received 9s. a bushel. 


CSStye a “Mr. MATHEWS.—I know that. cer- 


tain charges have to be incurred, but I 


have been assured that they receive over 


_ Mr. Srewarr.--The farmers do not 


receive more than 8s. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—Then some middle- 


men must be making the profit. 
_ Mr. Srewarr.—The honorable member 
“must not overlook the railway charges 


d the wages paid to wharf-lumpers. 
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Mr. MATHEWS.—I know whab rates 
they are paid, but they are not\to be 


compared with the profits made by the 


middlemen, . y 
Mr. Stewart.—They are getting some 
of it. ae 
Mr. MATHEWS.—We are quite 
agreeable to the farmer receiving a fair 
price, because we believe that he has 
work, 
Mr. Srewart.—He is the worker. 
Mr. MATHEWS.—He does not work 
harder than the operative in any other 
industry. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—No farmer wo 
harder than the gas stokers in my ele 
torate. 

Mr. Bowpen.—I doubt that. 

“Mr. MATHEWS.—The work of a ga 
stoker is very strenuous. : 

Mr. Grerene.—I do not think the hon 
orable member is right in saying that th 
farmer does not work hard. ay 

Mr. MATHEWS.—That is not my\_ 
statement. J said he did not work 
harder than the stokers in the gas works. 

Mr. Greene.—I will not admit that. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—If a farmer were 
asked to do the work of a gas-stoker he ~ 
would run away. 

Mr. Fieminc.—And the honorable 
member would not get the stokers Of the 
gas works to work as farmers do. & 

Mr. MATHEWS.—A number of men 
in my electorate are anxious to go on 
the land. I know of a farmers’ repre- 
sentative in this Chamber who did not 
possess much training, and who made a 
success of rural work. There is nothing 
in farming that cannot be successfully 
mastered by a man possessing ordinary 
intelligence and physical fitness. 

Mr. Forry.—The best farmers in 
Western Australia were originally miners. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—Quite so. A num- 
ber of old Cornish miners have made 
very successful agriculturists. The hon- 
orable member for Wimmera (Mr. Stew- 
art) must admit that a number of 
farmers have been so successful that they 
have been able to retire, : 

Mr. Srewart.—Yes, and a number 
have been through the Insolvency Courts. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—That is so. It is 
ridiculous to suggest that the imposition. 
of the proposed duty will ruin the 
farmers. | 

Mr. Grecory.—It may not ruin them, 
but it may drive them off the land, : 


Tae 
ea esipilipeei ett 


os 


Peril 


My. “MATHEWS. —The extra duty re- 
} presents about one-seventh of a penny per 
bushel, and if that is going to ruin the 
farmer he is hanging on by a-very slender 
thread. The Australian farmer owes a 
good deal to the implement manufac- 
, turers of Australia, because the stripper 
| harvester, which is an Australian inven- 
tion, was largely responsible for making 
wheat farming successful. 
/Mr. Srewart.—Was not the chief in- 
ventor an agriculturist? 


| Mr. MATHEWS.—Inventers would be 
little use without manufacturers. 
Quite apart from sentiment, it is good 
business for the man on the land to en- 
fcourage the local ei aia 6 of the im- 
jplements he requires. 

| Mr. Grecory.—But will the honorable 
member say that. high duties are essen- 
tial, either to the manufacturer or to the 
worker? 


Mr. MATHEWS.—If£ I did not think 
so I would not support them. hee T 
thought that, without imposing higher 
rates of duties, I could make Australian 
employers pay, and continue to pay, the 
wages which their workmen earn, I would 
be satisfied not to go for increases. 
Mr. Srewarr.—The honorable member 
/ knows that if the local manufacturer had 
| to pay higher wages he would raise the 

_ price of his machines. 
a NER: 

\ Dold not do so because of any lack of 

effort on my part to prevent that course. 
.The experience which we had in Aus- 
oe Cate with the stripper-harvester very 
nearly killed Australia’s Protectionist 
policy. I do not want to open old sores, 
but if our manufacturers had kept their 
_ promises, the Protective policy would 
have been much more easy of adoption 
than it has proved. 
Mr. Grecory—lIt could not have been 
much more easily operated than at pre- 
sent.” 
- Mr. MATHEWS.—But for the breach 
of faith which occurred in 1908, the duty 
on every machine would have ‘amounted 

tO 26. 

Mr. Grucory.—Under the duty which 
was imposed, did not Australian manufac- 
turers do remarkably well? 


Mr. MATHEWS.—TI believe they did. 


_ Mr. Grueory. And did es not hold 
bis if their own. t 


‘REPRESENT, TATIVES, 1: 


‘they should have paid in a 


| eee not have sought to impos 


‘go elsewhere. 


MATHEWS.—At any tate, he 


farmer reduced, but that the 


Mr. MATHEWS. ae : 
They were not paying the 


Australia, and we desired i in 
to enable pe to do so. 
had been injurious to — shee 3 


We Low! fur 
_ imposition of 


not Sione 
without the 


have gone up and up. The ar 
of local factories tends, without | t, 
check importers. That has been. pr 


in New Zealand. The figures which 
honorable member for Dampi if 


mirc we cannot get at, since t e 
I wish to quote 


of country members. 
year 1905-6, the 5-ft. 
cost. the farmer Bios da 
price was £70. ‘Whe 6-ft. striy 
vester in the earlier year was 
in the later period £78. 
sae comparisons in respect 


price cle the Australian q n 


to pay. 

Mr. Grecory._ Whose fi 
those ? 

Mr. MATHEWS. ae he 


furnished for me by the trade. 
made the comparisons to show tha 
only was the price to the . 


had to take less ‘profit. 2 
Mr. Hay. 7 Was there any local 


ae the neuen. in ei 


Mr. MATHEWS.—There was in 
aie T am ae Maes there is ie 


ee in. ha, corner la learn that, od 
five-year period, up to 1918, th 
which the farmer had to pay upe 
imported implements amounted | 
one-seventh of 1d. a buenos 02 


a grain produced in the Commonwealth. 
Such: an imposition could not possibly 
- Yuin anybody. The amount of duty col- 


ie 


lected on agricultural implements of all 


sorts last year was about £450,000 per 

annum. ‘The farmer says that that is a 
_ direct charge upon one class, namely, the 
| primary producer. It is not so, for the 
_ veason that the primary producer passes 
- it on. Honorable members will be in- 
terested, I think, in the following extract 
_ from the Farm Implement News, pub- 
lished in Chicago :— 
During the month of February, agricultural 

implements to the value of $7,082,800 were 

_ exported, according to figures made* public by 
_ the Department of \Cpmmerce last week. This 
_ 1s a large increase over February, 1920, when 
_ the value of implement exports was 
_ $2,869,647. For the first eight months of the 
_ current fiscal year, implement exports were 
$87,272,683, compared with $19,552,593 during 
_ the corresponding period of the previous fiscal 
‘year. 
_ The annual report of the International Har- 
_ vester Company,, made public 14th April, 
_ shows that, while the company’s volume of 
business in 1920 was the largest in its history, 
_ ‘the net profit was smaller than in 1919. 
he report states that the machine selling 
_ prices in 1920 showed an average increase of 
- 60 per cent. over pre-war prices, and that the 
_ ancrease in repair prices was 40 per cent. 


_ Whe peculiar and significant fact is that 
_ while their exports were enormously 
_ greater than during the earlier period, 
_ their profits were considerably less. It is 
- obvious that American manufacturers 
_ Were accepting lower prices for ‘their 
_ machinery. That is what we fear in 
_ Australia. JI agree with the honorable 
_ member for Dampier that, with the up-to- 
date furnishings of our factories, and 

with the intelligence and individuality of 
_ the Australian workman, we ought to be 
_ able to compete and hold our own with 
_ ‘any one mm the world. So long as the 
_ conditions are fair and normal, we should 
_ fear nothing and nobody. But we have 
_ to look out for the profit-cutting foreign 
- manufacturer. United States of America 
_ Manufacturers have had to sell their pro- 
_ duets for less than formerly, and they 
will be compelled to continue to do so. 
_ They must find and keep and endeavour 
to expand oversea trade, and they can 
“only do so by selling for Jess profits than 
they were formerly making. Acute 
ough the general position may be in 
stralia and Great Britain to-day, there 
e also great troubles and disabilities in 


ta) 


&) 
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acted here, will prove considerably detri- 
mental to Australian industry. . It is 
“up to us,” and particularly to the repre- 
sentatives of the farmers, to see that Aus- ~~ 
tralia’s industrial interests are conserved 
and protected. Does not the farmer per- 
ceive that an industrial smash would in- 


jure him as much as any other individual 


in the community ? 


Mr. Srewartr.—We do not want any 


smashes in this country. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—-Then £ ask th 
honorable member to assist in preventing] 
calamity. There need be only the small 


beginnings of a slide to precipitate an 


awful avalanche. While we are all de-}. 


sirous of reducing the prices of com- 


modities generally, if reductions are to be — 


brought about by the enforcement of 
lower wages, there is bound to be disaster, 
That consideration appeals to me as 
a representative of the worker more 


than .it does to honorable 


members 


opposite. In 1893, there was a smash 
in Victoria, and, in common with 
many thousands of other persons, I 
had to leave this State and go elsewhere 
to make a living. Will honorable mem- 
bers opposite tell me that the farmers did 
not suffer then, as well as anybody else 


in the community ? 


Mr. Grecory.—The honorable member 
is assisting to bring about a similar con- 
dition of things by injuring the produc- 


ing interests of the country. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—If the effect of this 
duty were to injure the interests of the 
producers of the country I should have 
nothing to do with it. I believe that it 
cannot possibly have that effect. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fostser.—The conditions 
in 1893 were as different from those ex- 
isting now as daylight is from dark. We 


are suffering now from double and treble 


the prices that prevailed in 1893. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—If the 


honorable — 
member remembers the crisis of 1893 he — 


will know that we were then suffering 
from inflated values, which, in proportion 


to the value of money, were as great as — 


the increase in prices to-day. 


Mr. Ricuarp Fostrm—But the cost of 
living in 1893 was down to bedrock as 


compared with the cost to-day. 


\ 


the United States of America. In }their 
search for, and exploitation of, futther 
markets, the American makers will resort | 
to methods which, if they are not counter-— 


=~ St 


o pee 


Brisbane recently Mr. Andrew Iisher ex- 


financiers of the world do not know where 
_ they are to-day. There is no one who 
_ really knows what is the true financial 
' position in the world to-day. All the 
great financiers have been at sea. Our 
position to-day is peculiar just as it was 
in 1893 when the smash came. If it 
had not been for'the discovery of gold in 
Western Ausiralia at that time many 
gers in Victoria would have had to 
jtarve. The State Government at the 
{ime were mad, and went in for economy. 
1 The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 
j(Mr. Atkinson) —Does the honorable 
Jmember intend to connect these remarks 
j with the item before the Chair? 

Mr. MATHEWS.—I can do so. I 
am replying to the honorable member for 
Dampier (Mr. Gregory), who says that 


of the community. I am pointing out 
that there are other things besides the 
inerease of duties which might ruin the 
farmers. A financial smash in Aus- 
tralia would effectually ruin them. I 
have to look to the past for an example 
of this, and I say now to honorable mem- 
bers representing farming interests that 
the lowering of wages will bring about a 
financial smash in Australia more quickly 
than anything else. Unless we have 
duties to protect our manufactures 
against dumping from other countries we 
shall be likely to have such a smash. 
Mr. Stewart.—Would the smash come 
if, with a reduction of these duties, we 
had a corresponding reduction in the cost 
of living? Why should not wages come 
down as s well as prices ? 
Mr. MATHEWS.—I would rather 
is in a country where prices and wages 
. were high than in one in which wages 
and prices were low. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fostrr.—In other words, 
the honorable member would be satisfied 
with an effective wage value. : 
Mr. MATHEWS.—Exactly. I shall 
take no wsks in bringing wages down 

until I know that the cost of living has 
_ been brought down. My duty is to con- 
sider the position of the worker. | 
Mr. CHartton.—Wages have not yet 
caught up with the cost of living. 
Mr. MATHEWS.—That is so, and the 
Basic Wage Commission proved it. . I 


; vt 
| / 
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Mz. MATHEWS. SEAN | wotioe that in 


pressed the opinion that even the great. 


these duties will ruin the farming section 


- Dampier 


foe the Seton a a crash. 
wish to use platitudes, but we 
that no nation can build up 
civilization on agricultural Pp’ 
alone. There must be stabl 
turing industries to make the 
what we should desire it to ‘be, 


country can he Aen 
them. 
Mr, Srewarr. —We all” agres 


that. 

Mr. Grecory.—My amide 
vides for fair duties on hee man 
tured articles. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—I sia nee 
to suggest that the honorable membe 
not sincere in his proposal; but, as 


be fitted by the amount ben whic 
is ae to reduce it, eit ie 2 


fans will go for, 
Austraha will be one oe thie 
the markets which they will try 
exploit. The ‘honorable member 
quoted certain figures 
order to compare prices in Austr 
and New Zealand. I ‘have alrea 
said that, even . the honorable mem 


Spurs prices pie a in. ‘uth 
order to have these industries esta 
in this country. 


jo GrEcoRY.—Can the 


1908- 1911 Tariff q 


Mr. MATHEWS.—What i say i 
if a £12 duty was essential in 1 
is useless now. 


Mr. Grecory.—No; because h 


quite a new machine, 


estimates on pre-war values. 
at present in a state of flux. | 
know where we are. Experiment 

dangerous, and experiments in ey 0 


gerous Sian any others. ‘ 
stances, to give opportunity to impor 
firms to exploit our people is fooli 
the part cf members of this Comn 
I have some figures here which - 

a Net jest ea sbinee ey in x 


bi ‘instance, carte ian ieueires of the In- 
a ternational Harvester Company, and I 
find that this company sells the Mogul 
stationary engine, 1 horse-power, for £26 
in Australia, where the duty is 30 per 
hy ent. In: New Zealand, where the duty 
on the machine is only 10 per cent., they 
charge £35, or £9 more than they charge 
“ for it in Australia. For the Mogul 
stationary engine, 6 horse-power, the In- 
f ternational Harvester Company charges 
frei 25 Fin. Australia, where the duty is 30 
per cent., and in New Zealand, where 
M the duty is only 10 per cent. , they: charge 
i ag iaage 
{ .. Mr. Grecory.—lIs this an oil engine? 
 ~ Mr. MATHEWS.—I cannot say. For 
the Mogul stationary engine, 10 horse- 
_ power, the International Harvester Com- 
ee charges £190 in Australia, where 
_ the duty is 30 per cent., and £209 10s. 
- in New Zealand, where the duty is only 
10 per cent. These figures show that the 
- importing firms sell more cheaply in a 
_ protective country than in a practically 
_ Free Trade country. The reason is ap- 
_ parent, and it is that they have to com. 
ue pete here with local manufacturers. 
io a Mr. Grecory.—The honorable mem- 
ber’ s-figures are extraordinary, because 
the figures I had showed that American 
oil engines increased in price less during 
oe war than almost any other article I 
know of. 
' Mr. MATHEWS.—My figures will be 
; placed on record, and'if the honorable 
member can refute them he will have an 
‘opportunity to do so. For a fifteen-hoe 
grain and fertilizer drill the International 
Harvester Company charge here, where 
the duty is 30 per cent., £51 5s., and 
they charge £53 5s. in "New Zealand, 
where the implement is admitted free. 
Mr. Grecory.—I think the honorable 
member’s figures are wrong. 
' Mr. MATHEWS.—They have been 
collected for me, and if the honorable 
“member can refute them, so much the 
better for, his case. The International 
Harvester Company. charge, in Australia, 
where the duty is 25 per cent., £16 Bs. 
__for an orchard disc harrow, 8 x 16, with 
an fore-carriage, and they charge £17 10s. 
_ for this implement in New Zealand, 
where it is admitted free. For a Tia. 
mond harrow, four sections, they charge 
7 15s. in Australia, where the duty is 
25. per cent., and £7 13s. 6d. in New 
Zealand, where the implement is ad- 
mitt d free, The Massey-Harris Com- 
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pany sell a fifteen-hoe grain and) fer- — 
tilizer drill in Australia, where the duty 
is 30 per cent., for £51 12s., and they 
charge in New Zealand £53 7s. 6d., % 
though the implement is admitted free to — 
that Dominion. They sell a fifteen-dise 
grain and fertilizer drill for £55'12s. 6d. 
in Australia, where the duty is 30 per 
cent., and in New Zealand, where the 
implement is admitted free, ‘they charge 
£57 10s. for it. They sell a disc harrow, 
twelve discs, 6 feet, in Australia, for 
£13 15s., though the duty on the impl 
ment is 25 per cent. here, and they char 
£12 17s. 6d. for it in New Zealand, wher 
it is admitted free. They sell a Diamond 
harrow, four sections, in‘ Australia, where | 
the duty is 25 per cent., for £7 12s. 6d., 

and for £7 12s. 6d. in New Zealand, 
where it is admitted free. For a disc} 
plough, three furrows, 24-inch disc, they | 
charge £35 7s. 6d. in Australia, with a |_ 
duty of 25 per cent., and they charge | 

£38. 12s. 6d. for it in New Zealand, 
where it is admitted free. For a gang 

plough, two-furrow rolling coulters, they 
charge £15 12s. 6d. in Australia, ‘where 
the duty is 25 per cent., and £15 14s. 6d. 
in New Zealand, where the implement. is 
admitted free. I quote these figures to 
show that importers take advantage of 
the state of the market, and where there 
is no local competition they charge all 
they can get. The funny thing is that 
the farmers’ representatives regard them 
as most merciful people, and appear to 
consider that they are philanthropists. 


Mr. Grecory.—No. We say that our 
local agricultural implement industry 
has been built up under a low Tariff, and 
now the honorable member desires to 
make a special concession to the men who 
manufacture these implements. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—The only concession | 


' I wish to make them is to enable them to 


hold the Australian market while paying 
fair wages to the men they employ and 
charging fair prices to those who have to 
use the implements they manufacture. — 
Honorable members opposite know that — 
if I get a chance T shall make the manu- 
facturers sell at fair prices. | 


Mr. Strewarr.—I am_ interested to 


know what is going to happen after this ay 


Tariff is passed. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—The honorable 
member is not more interested in that 
than Tam. The figures I have quoted re- 
present in every instance net cash prices. 


1, 9020, 


Tarif. | 


The) endowment: regarding this matter 
whieh has been supplied to me reads: 


In New Zealand, oil engines are subject to a 
revenue duty of 10 per cent., but all other 
lines are admitted free. In Australia, there 
were duties of 30 per cent. on grain drills and 
oiljengines, and 25 per cent. upon all other 
lings mentioned above. Notwithstanding this, 
it twill be seen that prices in Australia were 
considerably lower than prices in New 
Zealand. What was in 1918-19. In 1920, the 
difference was even greater. Writing to the 
Argus of 18th April last, the Minister for 
ade and Customs quoted the International 
arvester Company’s then eurrent prices in 
the two ‘countries, as under :— 


Australia. . New Zealand. 
Net. Cash. Net Cash. 
Be Bis Oe 2 a PHN 
i Duty 25 % Duty Free. 
? 4-Furrow Disc Plough, 24-in. 
: discs | #412 6 52 10 0 
| Spring ‘Tine Harrow, 28-teeth 17 10 0 19 10 O 
Duty 380 % 
Eleven Disc Drill .. 51-10 0 62. 0 0 
Thirteen Disc Drill 66 15 0 


55 5 0 


‘These figures show that Protection on farm 


machinery does not raise prices, and that the 
New Zealand farmer derives no advantage 
from the free importation of his implements. 


_ Whilst the removal of duties is no advantage 


to New Zealand; it has serious disadvantages. 
The Dominion loses considerable revenue, 
which has to be made good by some other 


form of taxation, and the farmer is charged 


greatest crime of the lot, 
Zealand the duty was remitted, with the 
object of making these machines cheaper 
to the farmer, but the result 
they were made dearer. 


more for his implements. 


May I add that the Minister is not en- 


eouraging the production in his own 


country of a commodity which ought to 
he encouraged? That, to my mind, is the 


ts New 


was that 
T know that all 
business men will cut lines at times, just 


to show how much cheaper they can sell 


than can the fellow next door. 
Mr. Grecory.—When I quote statistics, 


the honorable member complains if I go 


back to 1918. 
Mr. MATHEWS.—1I have quoted the 


_ figures for 1919-20. 


Mr. Grecory.—The honorable member 


_ has not quoted the present prices of these 
_ machines. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—Let us get down to 
the question of wages. As 


_ During the 
by. 


IREPRESENTATIVES. ae 


honorable _ 
_Iembers are aware, that is the question 
- which most appeals to me. 
war, the manufacturers of Canada, 
reason, of ages prcetentty) to te markets 


i 


of Europe, were able. to 
to the value of hundreds 11 
sterling whilst we in Australia 
unable : to secure any such contre 


Mr. Grucory.—Contracts for th 
ply of agricultural implements? La 


Mr. MATHEWS.—No; unfort 
they were for war commodities. ! 
honorable member knows, all thi 
trial establishments in ‘Canada 
verted into war-material establi, 
Now that the war is over, these | 
verted to ordinary manufacturing 
poses. The wages paid during ‘the 
in Canada, because of the iordin 
prices which manufacturers were abl 
obtain, for their commodities, were high 
than those paid in Australia. But s 
the armistice the manufacturers 
have discovered a most effective met 
of lowering wages. I hope not merel 
maintain the wages which are being 
to the agricultural employees 1 
tralia, but to secure an increase of # 
wages. At the same time, I say, that 
employer in Canada is not payin 
‘employees the wages that he 
Figures prove nothing unless the 
to date, | 


Mr. Srewarr.—Figures orem 
thing, according to the statements of 
honorable members this afternoon. — 

Mr. MATHEWS.—The | stat 
which I have quoted can be dis 
only by comparison with the» 
prices extant. We have been told 
the manufacturers of Canada are 
ing considerably higher wages to 
employees than are the manufacturer 
Australia. I hope that they are 
if they are doing so, the fact onl 
me anxious to see our own 
receiving a considerably higher 
Should there be over-produetion, 4 
in Canada or the United 
‘America, the manufacturing fiers 
will not exhibit any mercy or any ¢ 
sideration to the manufacturers of # 
tralia. Thus, whilst it may happe 
agricultural machinery may be im 
at prices which for a time will suit 
farming community, the latter shouk 
ware of what is in front of it ch i dum y; 
should take place here. 


Mr. Grecory.—It is + popstar 
talk about copie 


Wigton 


Crk 


ern 


_ Mr, MATHEWS.—I take it that the 
“honorable member for Dampier does not 
desire to see that state of things brought 
about. But he knows that methods are 


not conducive to the best interests of the 
os community. 
' Mr. Grecory.—I would ante to see 

a body established, snch as has been 
_  ereated by the Japanese. When goods 
are imported into that country and are 
i offered at unreasonably low prices, the 
whole thing is sifted from top to bottom 

with a view to seeing that the people 
goa fair prices for them. 

“Mr. MATHEWS.—We have been pro- 
De ees that similar legislation will be 
enacted here. 

. Mr. Greene —That J apanese arrange- 
_ ment is in addition to the ordinary duty. 
_ Mr. MATHEWS. — I hope that the 
Peanbers of the Corner party will not 
slip when we upon this side of the cham- 
ber endeavour to get similar legislation 
enacted. We require anti-dumping laws: 
Mr. Srewartr.—tI hope that we shall 
“be as solidly behind the honorable mem- 
ber as he is solidly behind the Govern- 
ment in connexion with this Tariff. 
- Mr, MATHEWS.—TI hope so. Upon 
“page 7815 of Hansard of this ses- 
‘sion, the honorable member for Dam- 
pier (Mr. Gregory), in discussing the 
duty upon stripper-harvesters, affirmed 
| a present duty was £50 Is. 5d. 
_at the mint par rate of exchange, and 
that the natural protection in 1920 was 
38 per cent. The duty upon harvesters 
imported from Ameriea is 40 per cent. 


voice price would be £113 6s. The 
nded cost price of an imported harvester 
ae would therefore be as under :— 


(5 | Diaieral protection, 38 per cent., £43 
ie 2 40d.; or a total of £207 2s. 3d. 
The honorable member did not state the 
size ‘of, the machine; but, assuming it e 
be the largest size imported, namely, 8 

feet, it means that the importers were 
paying £207 2s. 3d. to land it in Aus- 
tralia, whereas the net. cash selling price 


adopted in business—methods which are~ 


ad valorem, so that if the amount of - 
duty were £50 1s. 5d. at that rate, the. 


last pet was only aie isoned this 


Mr. MATHEWS.—No. The telco A 
able member was dealing with the strip- 
a -harvester, so that if these mach nes 


to them by the honorable member, 
importers are throwing away about 4 


local markets. I come now to the ques- - 
tion of whether Protection imposes a bug- 
den upon the farmer. A newspape 
article, which I recently perused, thu 
seta out the position :— ie 


Assuming that the farmers get no benefit 
from Protection, either in the way of reduced | 
prices for their machinery or the introduction |. 
of up-to-date appliances, what do the duties | 
actually amount to? To hear some of the 
statements that have been made, one would 
think that the duties were a crushing tax on | 
the farmers, and would soon drive them ONL. Vt 
the land, but an investigation of the figures | 
shows that this is a fallacy. The amount of 
duty paid on all agricultural, horticultural, 
and viticultural machines for the five-year \, 
period from 1914 to 1918 inclusive totalled ~ 
£433,948. The value of agricultural produc- { 
tions for the same period was £286,075,000, so \ 
that the duty equalled only 3s. for every £100 \ 
worth of produce. If we take the same period 
and spread the duty over the acreage under 
crop it works out to less than 14d. per acre, 
or, taking it another way, the duties work out 
at less than one-seventh of a penny per bushel 
for all wheat, oats, maize, and barley raised 
in the years under review, namely, 1914 to 
1918, that being the last year for which re- 
liable figures are available. | 

Value of crops. for five-year period, from 
1914-1918, £274,156,452. 

Bushels of wheat, oats, and barley produced 
for five-year period, 1914-18, 652,101,816. 

Value of duty paid on all agricultural, horti- 
cultural, and viticultural implements and ma- 
chines for the five-year period 1914-18, £433,948, 

Acreage of wheat, hay, oats, and barley culti- — 
vated for five-year period 1914-18, 71,892,494 . 
acres. } i 

Duty equal to, say, 3s: for every £100 ied 
of produce. ; 

Or duty equal to, say, lid. per acre. Ltt 

Or duty equal to, say, 1-7th of a penny per 
bushel. NY 


Mr. Srrwart.—The honorable mem- — 
ber’s figures go to prove the value of the 
agricultural industry. They show it is x 
worth fostering. aA 


Mr. MATHEWS.—Yes. They poe ; 
show how lightly this impost falls on the | 
farmers. M 


Mr. 


Greene.—And they do not in 


clude anything like the whole -of” our : 


Tariff. 


agricultural products, in the production of 
which agricultural machinery is used. 

r. MATHEWS.—Quite so. We are 
told that these duties are going to ruin 
farmers. 
this quotation but for certain figures 
oted by the honorable member for 
Jampier (Mr. Gregory), which, I think, 
i entirely refutes. 

Mr. Grecory.—I pointed out that, as 
eG per cent. of the agricultural machinery 
fused here was made in Australia, every 
J£1 increase in the duty meant a 75 per 
‘cent. increase. | 
7 Mr. MATHEWS.—The. honorable 

member tried to prove that an increase 
of £1 amounted really to a £4 increase. 
I have heard that contention before, but 
it would be difficult to convince me that, 
if I received £1 for something, I had in 
reality received £4 for it. The honorable 
“member, as reported in Hansard, pages 
7815-6, said a good deal in regard to the 
supposed natural protection enjoyed by 
Australian manufacturers. J have here 
a statement in which it is pointed out 
that— 

If his figures are no more reliable than those 
relating to binders, mowers, and hay-rakes, 
they can be disregarded altogether. He said 


the natural protection on binders, mowers, and 
hay-rakes, in 1913 and 1921, was as under:— 


1913. 1921. 
Binders 36.29 60.99 
_ Mowers 39.24 62.01 
 Hay-rakes 32.45 55.72 


-He did not show how these figures were 
arrived at, but there is no doubt.they are in- 
correct. Natural protection is usually con- 
sidered to be freight, insurance, and all other 
charges except duty. The natural protection 
on one well-known American make of machines 
in 1913 and 1921 is as under:— 


1913. 1921. 
Binders 20% 19% 
_ Mowers 22% 22% 
Hay-rakes 20% 20% 


Naturally it was higher during the war period, 
but the above percentages state the situation 
to-day. These figures include freight, insur- 
ance, bank exchange, wharfage, stacking, cart- 
age, entries, and ali other expenses except duty. 


The honorable member claimed that the 
natural protection was in some cases 100 
per cent., and in others as much as 130 
per cent. greater than the figures prove it 
to be. 
Mr. Grecory.—The only exaggeration 
-in the figures which I quoted was in the 


reference to assembling, which I quite 
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I should not have made: 


the natural protection which he ¢ 


‘ : Tariff. an 


agree should not has been 2 ded. 
Apart from that item, I quoted the ac ual 
figures in regard to importations. 


Mr. MATHEWS, —The rable 
member will recognise that in quoti ge 
these figures in refutation of state Ss 
made by him I have no desire to be 
sonally offensive. He laid great stres 


was enjoyed by local manufacturer 
IT am showing that it does not exist. ‘ 

Mr. Grecory.—The honorable © me 
ber admits that it exists, but not to 
extent that I was advised. 


Mr. Gresne.—It does not exist to a 
thing like the extent claimed by the 
orable member for Dampier. . 


Mr. MATHEWS.—tThere can be 
doubt about that. The honorable m 
ber probably included as a natural 
tection the loss in exchange — betwee 


not be considered, since it is only a t 
porary disadvantage. This Tariff will ~ 
continue until we amend it, but the ie ue 


crisis. The ae. situation a 4 
gravest concern to financiers and bus 


cern felt by financiers and’ others 
United States of America in coe 
exchange position. ae 
Government of the United States 
America will have to enter into some 
rangement with Great Britain to do this, 
that, or the other thing, and as soon as 
the exchange difficulty has been adjuste 
away will go any natural protection 
our manufacturers enjoy in that resp 
I shall not enlarge upon the que: 
I have ue oh to ee in cone ; Lg 


that the shauld have his requirement 
satisfied by local manufacturers, since in 
such circumstances he has ready a 
to the “market, instead of havit g to 
satisfy his needs by imports from. over- 
seas. The farmer, like all other section 
of the community, is. also con 
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seeing that we avoid such a financial crisis 
as occurred here in the early nineties. 
Much as he may fear increased prices as 
the result of increased duties on agricul- 
_ tural implements and machinery, he has 
_ far more to fear from a financial crash. 
I advise him not to take too much notice 
of the statements of the Taxpayers Asso- 
- giation, which is howling for economy, 
o> and wants to bring down wages. We had 
_ exactly the same cry in the early nine- 
ties, and the reduction of wages was fol- 
ear 8 lowed by a financial smash. If we try 
to bring down wages a great depression 
will ensue, with disastrous results alike 
_ to primary producers as well as dwellers 
in our cities. It is up to the farmer to 
see that we build up in Australia in- 
_ dustries that will benefit him equally 
__ with all town workers. 


oF Mr. PARKER MOLONEY (Hume) 
_ {6.15].—As one who endeavours to pro- 
_ perly represent the primary producers of 
_ Australia, I desire to show exactly where 
I stand in regard to a matter of such 
vital importance as is the duty on agri- 
_ eultural implements. I do not feel justi- 
_ fied in allowing to go uncontradicted the 
statements made by the honorable mem- 
ber for Dampier (Mr. Gregory). The 
honorable member for Melbourne Ports 


N etddr: 


| Mathews), | a telling speech, 
has already replied to some of them, 
and I desire, also, to put _ before 


_ the Committee other aspects of the ques- 

tion. My only regret is that other mem- 
_ bers of the Country party are not pre- 
_ pared to follow the example of the honor- 
able member for Dampier and the honor- 
_ able member for Wimmera (Mr. Stew- 
art), who feel strongly on this question, 
_ and do not. hesitate to say exactly where 
they stand. Every honorable member 
should be prepared to substantiate the 
views he holds, 
_ Mr. Wiennoit.—We shall do that by 
‘our votes. 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—That is 
all, very well; but this is not a question 
on which we ought to register a silent 
vote, since the imposition of duties on 
agricultural machinery and implements is 
a bone of contention amongst so many 
people. If the honorable member for 
_ Dampier could support his statements by 
recourse to the history of fiscalism in this 
or any other country, or by quoting 
authoritative statistics, I should be found 
voting with him. I go further, and say 


that if ‘saa Se tautetts were based on 


fact—if it were true that the impositi 
of duties on agricultural implements an 
machinery or anything else used by t 
primary producer, had the effect of i 
creasing prices—I would not vote for suc 
duties. 

Mr. Srzwarr.—I believe these duties 

will have that effect. 
Ki Ea, 
the contrary view. 
by the honorable member for Dampier 
came came from a biased source. 

Mr. Grrene.—He acknowledged quite 
freely that he obtained his figures from 
the Massey-Harris people. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Im an- 
swer to my inquiry, he candidly admitted 
that the figures quoted by him were sup- 
plied by the Massey-Harris Company—a 
company of importers. Such figures are 
absolutely unreliable. 

Mr. Srewart.—Then by the same 
token, figures supplied by Australian 
manufacturers must also be unreliable. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—No; be- 
cause we are able to obtain the price lists 
issued by the Australian manufacturers. 
The honorable member for Dampier did 
not give us the benefit of any inquiries 
he had made in that direction. He gave 
us, instead, a long series of figures. It 
is an old saying that figures can be made 
to prove anything. So they can, if 
they are taken from only one source, and 
those at the source are interested parties. 
That is what the honorable member for 
Dampier (Mr. Gregory) did. 


Mr. FLEminc.—The honorable member 


said he had checked the figures with the 
price lists from Canada. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Indeed, 
he did not! 

Mr. Freminc.—I heard him say ‘so. 

Mr. GrreEenzt.—The honorable member 
said he had checked the figures in some 
instances. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Quite 
so. J asked the honorable member if he 
had checked the figures with the price 
lists, and he said that in some instances 
he had. 

Mr. 
rect. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—T do not 
know that the honorable member added 
those words; in any case, the ‘‘ in- 
stances ’”’ might be only 1 or 2 per cent. 


STeEwaRtT.—And fot then cor- 


The fair thing would have been to check 


the figures right through, and then quote 


them, to the Committee; but, even had 


PARKER MOLONEY.—TI hold} 
Every figure quoted 
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honorable member done so, the figures 
uld not have borne out the statement 
pplied by the Massey-Harris Company. 
hat I desire to do is to follow the hon- 
rable member for Dampier fm his conten- 
ion, but it is difficult to know exactly 
here to begin. Perhaps it would be 
better to begin where he himself began, 
when he made a great point of the 
“natural protection’’ which, he says, is 
afforded. The honorable member con- 
tends that the freights represent a natural 
protectzon to our own manufacturers, and 
mean a great deal to them. ‘When the 
Minister (Mr. Greene) was speaking on 
the first item, he expressed the opinion 
that this ‘‘ natural protection ’’ is largely 
a myth; and I am quite sure that he 
could have proved to the satisfaction of 
any fair-minded person that it is so, in- 
deed. Had the honorable member for 
Dampier troubled to ask those people, 
who have been so careful to supply him 
_ with certain figures, to tell him what this 
‘natural protection ’’ really amounts to, 
‘fam quite satisfied that the reply would 
have shown him that it has no existence. 
As the honorable member did not take 
that course, I shall, for the benefit of the 
Committee, the country,*and the primary 
producers, supply some information, 
which is obtained from no tainted source, 
but, as I claim, ‘represents the facts of 
the position. I shall not bother to quote 
the exact words of the honorable mem- 
ber for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) when 
‘dealing with the first item, but he then 
contended that this ‘‘ natural protection ’’ 
represents a great advantage to the manu- 
facturers of Australia. Is the honorable 
member aware that, in the period from 
Ist July, 1914, until the 30th. June, 
1919,° those large Canadian-American 
firms, to which he referred, were able to 
import the finished implements and 
machinery from Montreal to Melbourne 
or Sydney at a, freight of only 20s. per 
ton of 40 cubic feet? : 
Mr. Srewart.—tThe figure given by the 
ene member for Dampier was £1 
s. 6d. 
we PARKER MOLONEY.—It 1s 
news to me that the honorable member 
gave that figure, but if he did, then all 
his talk about ey protection is sO 
much thin air. 
Mr. Fuiemine.—Did the coming of 
thoee vessels not enable the primary pro- 
ducers of Australia, to oh their products 
away ! 
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shows how our local manufacturers gx 
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Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—1 
only ao to ity a these impor’ 


eeial ab eer nae ra ae 


fifteen times that amount. i 
Mr. Srewarr.—Have you fone 
the explanation of the honorable member 
for Dampier that there was an arrange- 
ment made im 1914 for five years? = 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY .—The 
rangement was for the benefit of 
who were importing these machines mt 
Australia, and it was mainly due to th 
fact that the Canadian Government wer 
subsidizing the companies which were 
snake as Bei here, ~ {cen 
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way that we here in Australia sortie ‘de 
well to copy. As a result of that assi 
ance, this seen 1s bee a 


ee say, Melbourne to ee oe 
Mr. Greene.— That is a point that is 
always overlooked. oe 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. —Exacil , 
and the comparison made by. those who 
talk of “natural protection” is um 
to our own manufacturers, who have 
import their steel'and other raw materi 
at freights up to twelve times the amoum 
Any Government might well follow the 
example set by the Canadian Governn 
in their efforts to build up local indw 
tries. 
In the period from 1914 to 7919, 2 
tralian manufacturers were unable to prc 
eure supplies of steel from Europe am 
England, and large quantities were, ’ e 
fore imported from America, On 
occasions such steel arrived consis to. 
Australian implement makers at fro 
to as high as £12 per ton freight whil 
the same ships there-were mountains - 
of agricultural implements from Oana 
dian-American manufacturers carried i 
a freight of about £1 per ton. 


in comparison with the manufacturers C 
America and Canada, where the Gover 
ments stand by them and subsidize se 
ping companies in their interests. When 
the honorable member for Dampier ‘sp 

about this “ natural protection,” he x 

have told us those facts; and, as I he 
already said, he might have asked. 


importing companies: how much this 
“natural protection” really amounts to, 
instead of endeavouring to create the im- 
_ pression that the freights paid by them 
are enormous. 
- I have here a photograph of a bill of 
lading from Melbourne to Buenos Aires 
by the Japanese steamer Luzon Maru, 
and it ig a very interesting document. to 
+ consider side by side with the statements 
of the honorable member for Dampier. 
Cems bull’ of lading shows that 10% 
packages, representing 49 tons 5 ewts., 
a were carried ¢# a freight of no less than 
£20 per ton. The date is January, 1918, 
_ during the period that the Canadian- 
_ American manufacturers were landing 
goods in Australia at 20s. per ton, as com+ 
- pared with an outward freight of £20. 
_ dt may be said that this is ambient tis: 
tory, but I have an instance, within a 
month or two, of a consignment of 
10 tons of one-way dise cultivators, an 
Australian invention well known to our 
farmers, being despatched from Mel- 
‘bourne to Buenos Aires in the Citta di 
Genova at a freight of £10 per ton. This 
- competes with a freight from New York 
_ to Buenos Aires of less than £3 per ton; 
and it is manifest that if we value our 
| export trade we must do as other coun- 
tries do, and assist our manufacturers to 


hold their own. 
“Sitting suspended from 6.30 to 8 p.m. 


a Mr. PARKER MOLONEY, —The hon- 
orable member for Dampier was good 
enough to admit that he did not take into 
account the question of the assembling 
_ of the machines, and that there was not 
tl ao in the contention which he 


% 


is 


Silo member was not great when I 
showed from a bill of lading that it cost 
nly about 20s. per ton to oversea manu- 
facturers to land their goods here. 

is Mr. Grecory.—Do you say that the 
oversea. manufacturers can land their 
goods at £1 a ton now? 

PARKER MOLONEY. —That 
putin the war. 

“a GREGORY. —I gave fg ey ‘par- 


_ Maribyrnong some years ago, 
-them when I spoke in the general de- 
bate on the Tariff. He pointed out how | 


vators, an implement of Australian inl 
vention, was despatched from Melbourné 
to. Buenos Ayres in the Argentine on the 
Citta de Genova at a freight of £10 per 
ton, while from New York to Buenos’ 
Ayres the freight at the same time was | 
only £3 per ton. In that case there was © 
a natural protection to the foreigner of 
£7 per ton. 
- Mr. Grecory.—I explained that that 
was a contract entered into just prior to 
the war. 
Mr. 


PARKER MOLONEY.—The 


Canadian Government by means of a. sub- 


sidy enabled their manufacturers to have 
their manufactures canine: here at £1 
per ton. 

Mr. GREGORY. —Have you any nie of 
that? | 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—It is so. 
I make it as a definite statement. Does 
the honorable member think it is un- 
natural for a Government to stand by 
their own manufacturers? It is the duty 
of a Government, in the interests of the 
primary and secondary producers, to. 
stand by the manufacturers of their own 
country if they can, in order to allow 
them to build up the local industry. 

Mr. SrEwart.—lIf the Government are 
going to stand by their manufacturers 
with cheap outward freights to the mar- 
kets of the world, it would not be a bad 
thing to apply the same principle to the 
primary producers also. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY .—The hon- 


orable member will find no more ardent 


backer than myself in anything he wishes | 


to have done in the interests of the 
primary producer, but it is also in the 
interests of the primary producer to so 
build up our manufactures here as to en- 
able him to have a good local market, — 
which is the best market of all. I hope | 
we shall see the honorable member for 
Grampians (Mr.' Jowett) voting with us 
when the division is taken on this item, 
although we have not seen much of him 
during the debates on the Tariff. I can- 
not dc better than repeat the words he 
uttered when he was a candidate for 
quoted | 


unfortunate it would be for this country 


in a time of war if we did not so build 
_up our industries here that we would be 


able to come to the rescue of our primary 


producers instead of leaving them to be | 


ae, 


Tariff. 


he prey of foreign importers. That, in 
ffect, was his contention, and I hope that 
y his vote on this item he will show that 
he is still of that opinion. 

When I spoke on the general question, 
I referred at some length to agricultural 
implements, and do not propose to go 
over the same ground again. I wish to 
give some figures, however, in answer to 
fhe honorable member for Dampier. I 
refer to him specifically, because he is the 
only honorable member who has yet 
spoken on this item. He has, of course, 
a right to his own opinions, and I am 
sure he is perfectly honest in his con- 
yictions; but I cannot see how’ he can 
represent the interests, or voice the true 
opinions, of the man on the land when 
he says that the interests of the primary 
producers are best served by doing some- 
thing that will kill the local market. 
Mr. Srmwarr.—He did not say that. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—wWhat 
the honorable member proposes would 
have the effect of leaving the primary 
producers at the mercy of a foreign 
monopoly. 

Mr. Stewart.—He does not propose to 
do so. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—But the 
effect of what the honorable member ad- 
-vocates would be to leave the primary 

producers of Australia at the mercy of 
the worst Combine of all, the one we can- 
not touch or deal with, and that is the 
overseas Combine. 


Groeory——Not a bit of it. I 
showed that the agricultural implement 
manufacturers here have flourished under 
a low Tariff. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—If the 
figures I have here prove anything, they 
will prove the very opposite. The con- 
tention of honorable members in the 
Corner is that the duty on agricultural 
implements is passed on to the farmer. 
The whole history of fiscalism in this and 
every other country goes to demonstrate 
the very opposite. I am not going to 
quote interested bodies. I have done the 
honest thing by taking the price-lists. On 
ist September, 1920, the Massey-Harris 

_ Company, an importing firm, quoted 1n 
their own price book the - 6-ft. reaper 
and binder for delivery in 1921 at £125 
each. On the 21st September, 1920, the 
a oy Harvester Company announced 
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1921, the Massey-Harris Company 


dealing with Australia. 


| that is ‘so. 
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that they were making ‘re: pers 
binders locally, and quoted 
machine at £95 cash. On 21st Feb 


a new price-list, in which they quotec 
6-{t. reaper and binder at £101 ( 
There is a difference of £24. The 
reason why they did that was becaus 
implement was produced locally, and 
loeal competition forced them to r 
their price to the primary produe 
that amount. Nothing could persu de 
me that; but for the local competition 
this article, the Australian farmer woulc 
not be still paying that extra £24. 
cannot see how the production. of 
article locally can be to the detriment 0! 
the man on the land. If it were, I would 
not: be advocating it, but the nel his 
tory of Protection goes to demonstrat 
that it is to his benefit, and not to 
detriment. The instance I have giver 
a complete answer to the argument t 
the duty is passed on to a farmer. ~ 

Mr. Fremine.—Is that why they 
moved the duty on agricultural im 
ments in the United States of Ameri¢ 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I am 
Here is a set 0: 
facts about what has happened at om 
own doors. Instead of honorable mem: 
bers in the Corner being able to explain : 1 
away they call attention to other countrie 
and ask if that is why something else w 
done elsewhere. Why not get right do 
to tin-tacks, and deal with the quest 
at issue here? We are concerned wit! 
Australia. I will give another inter 
ing statement from a price-list. It is 
a statement from an interested firm like 
the Massey-Harris Company. When 
honorable member for Dampier 
speaking, he told me that he was quot 
from a document supplied to him from 
that company. We ought to have some- 
thing more than fet should b 
backed up by the price-list, at all event: 
but this was not done. I have here n 
other printed pricelist which was gl 
to me. It shows that the pre-war pri 
(1st June, 1913) for the 6-feet reaper an 
binder was £39, and the post-war pric 
(Ist February, 1920) £77 10a. a 
erease of 98} per cent. - 


the price was increased to £98. sind 
"Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I b 
The pre-war price for th 
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| _ 8-feet reaper thresher was £135, and 


the post-war price £204, representing an 
increase of 51 per cent., while the pre- 


ay : 


war price of the 15-hoe grain and fer- 
. ftilizer drill was £38, and the post-war 


_ price £57 2s. 6d., an increase of 50 per 
_ cent. We might very well ask ourselves 
_ why in the one case was there an increase 
_ of approximately 100 per cent. and in 


_ because during that period the duty was 
not altered. There was a revenue duty 
of only 5 per cent. on reapers and 
_ binders, and a protective duty on reaper 
' threshers and drills. 
Mr, Ricuarp Fosrer.—The. price of 
reapers and binders increased because 
_ there was no competition, and every 
_ farmer requires them. | 
_ Mr. PARKER MOLONEY .—tThe hon- 
_ orable member for Wakefield has supplied 
_ the answer. The importers of reapers 
_ and binders were able to put up the price 
nearly 100 per cent. for the simple reason 
_ that there was no competition in Aus- 
_ tralia. Therefore, there is nothing in the 
contention of the honorable member for 
_ Dampier (Mr. Gregory) that the duty 
- eaused the increase in price, because 
_ Yeaper threshers and drills, which are on 
_ the protected list, advanced only 51 per 
went, .° 
_ Mr. Cuartron.—And if they are put 
_ on the free list they will go up 100 per 
' cent., too. 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Exactly. 
_ There is no necessity at all to enter into 
_@ labyrinth of figures to elaborate this 
- argument. The comparisons I have been 
_ able to make furnishes an unanswerable 
_ argument, showing that as soon as the 
_ local industry is destroyed the primary 
_ producers of this country will be at the 
mercy of an overseas Combine. 
Mr. Srewarr.—The honorable member 
for Dampier was not arguing that we 
should leave the farmers at the mercy of 
a Combine. | 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. — But 
_ that would be the effect of the policy adyo- 
cated by the members of the Corner 
- party. 
I propose now to deal with the com- 
perison of New Zealand and Australian 
prices made by the honorable member for 
Dampier, and in this connexion I intend 
again to quote, not as the honorable 
member for Dampier did, from figures sup- 
_ plied by the interested manufacturers, 
Bem om. the price lists. I may add 
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the other an increase of only 50 per cent., — 


class of implement. 
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that this is not the kind of Tariff I want. 
I want the New Protection, under which 
we could control local prices, but, like 
other members of my party, I have to 
choose between this Tariff, which repre-_ 
sents the Old Protection, and a Free 
Trade policy. The only figures that are of 
any value at all in connexion with this 
matter are to be found in the price lists, 
upon which the farmer would buy, and 
if the figures which I have are right, then 
those supplied by the honorable member 
for Dampier must be wrong. These are 
New Zealand prices under Free Trade 
conditions— | 


— 1915. 1921, Increase, 


C8. dil Zi ads) Percent, 


1-Furrow Disc Plough |21 15 0/42 10 0] 126 
2-Furrow Disc Plough |23 0 0/52 10 0} 128 
3-Furrow Disc Plough |27 10 0/62 10 0) 127 
4-Furrow Dise Plough |32 0 0/72 10 0} 1262 


Honorable members will see that, in the 
course of six years, the price went up 
nearly 130 per cent. If there was any- 
thing at all in the Free Trade doctrine, 
such an advance would have been impos- 
sible. If we were not able to contrast 
those figures with the Australian position 
under Protection, it might be contended 
that the increase was due to enhanced 
cost of production, higher wages, and 
dearer materials; but I have been able 
to make a comparison between New Zea- 
land and Australian prices for the same 
The following are 
the figures for Australia, under Protec- 
tion— | 


— 1915. 1921, Increase. 


£ 6. d.| £ 8. d.| Percent. 
15 10 0/26 10 0 TESSs 
19 0 0/33 10 0 716 
23 10 0140 0 O 70 
28 10 0/148 0 0 68 


1-Furrow Disc Plough 
2-Furrow Disc Plough 
3-Furrow Dise Plough 
4-Furrow-Disc Plough 


The highest quotation in Australia was 
£48 for a 4-furrow disc plough as com-— 
pared with £72 10s. for the same class of 
implement in New Zealand, and I repeat 
that if my figures are right, then those 
supphed by the honorable member for 
Dampier are entirely, if unconsciously, 
misleading. I notice that he did not 
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“quote iS prices, although Argen- 
‘tine, like New Zealand, is a Free Trade 
| country. In. 1913, the 6-feet Sunshine 
harvesters were quoted at £88 in Aus- 
tralia, and £165 in the Argentine, and 
the 8-feet harvester, in Australia, £113; 
Argentine, £187. I come now right 
down. to 1920. and I find that, in Aus- 
tralia, under Protection, the ‘American 
9-feet reaper thresher was priced at £290, 
while in the Argentine, under Free 
Trade, it was £380. 
_ Mr. Grecory.—Do you say it was the 
same class of machine? 

Mr: PARKER ‘MOLONEY.—Yes;. it 
~ was made by the same company. 
eal 
driven machine. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I under- 
stand it was the same machine. The 
Minister for Trade and Customs (Mr. 
Greene) will correct me if I am wrong. 
I believe the Minister had something to 
say in reply to a letter which appeared in 
the Melbourne press, signed by a person 
- styling himself ‘‘ Facts, not Fiction.’ 

Mr. Greenz.—tIt was exactly the same 
machine. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY .—That is 


so; and I think the Minister’s statement 
“showed that the letter contained more 
fiction than fact. I hope that before the 
debate concludes the honorable member 
for Dampier will take the opportunity of 
_ substantiating the figures he has quoted. 


_ Mr. Ricnarv Fosrzr.—The honorable 
-mémber is quoting a machine without 


engine, and the honorable member for 

Dampier quoted one with engine. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I am 
quoting the same machine as the honor- 
able member for Dampier quoted. I have 
tons of other figures of the same purport 
as those I have already submitted to. the 
. Committee, but I have quoted enough to 
convince every open-minded person that 
the argument that Protection increases the 
price of an article ig an absolute myth. 
And I say, with all due respect to hon- 
orable members of the Country party, 
that they are not voicing the opinions 


‘of the thinking farmer when, they 
use that argument. I cannot imagine 
the farmers, who are amongst the 


most intelligent, section of the com- 
munity, 
which would be detrimental to local in- 
es ee Tt ig. of the utmost importance 
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‘monwealth. 


Grecory.—It was not an engine-. 


agreeing with any - proposal 


_at | 


in Ausiealia, The one uy 
has been that the secondary 
have been: confined to the cities 
should be spread throughout the 
Apart from that, the 
market the man on the _ can 
the oe market. , 


pay too neh to ee it. : 
Mr. PARKER, MOLON. 


aspect does not enter into this a 
The home market must be dest: 
we are to introduce im Australia 
ditions that obtain in New Zeala: 
Argentine. The figures I have « 
from the price-lists, if they do n 
prove that under a sound system of 
tection the man on the land 
cheaper article. At the same - 


market, with hig? customers a | " 
door, and ae is 8 freed from aes ei : tions. 


own country and sinner the ee, a 
own people, and do not leaye me t 
mercy of oversea combines that ex lo 
me in the past, and will do so ag 
ne can on local come es 


is not in are baianeae of ne pe 
and the whole of the members. o: 
party, I think, agree with that cor 
tion. he 


your eae Tentler Me 
aie New Zealand so much? 
STEWART.—To answer the 
nae: put forward by the Ministe 
(Mr. Greene) and others. IT “do 
think there is one honorable membe 
in this chamber who does | not ds 
to see local industries 
Se i made Brea 


a ee of this ating : 
like to see our own sath ee be 


No member of the Country party advo- 
“cates that. Honorable members opposite 


have put up a good fight in the interests 


of the wage-earners in the secondary in- 
_ dustries, which are mainly concentrated 
in the cities. | 

Mr. Cuartron.—The speech of the 
honorable member for Hume (Mr. 
- Parker Moloney) was in the interests of 
the man on the land. 


- Mr. STEWART.—I speak as one of | 


the men on the land, and also as 
one who was born and bred in Mel- 
bourne, and worked for many years 
in the factories of this city. I have 
had opportunities of studying this 
- question from both points of view. It 
has been frequently asserted during the 
- debate that the home market is the best 
of all. It depends on what the home 
- market means, and the price ruling in it. 
The ruling price of wheat in Australia 
is world’s parity; in other words, the 
amount the,farmer receives for the wheat 
consumed within Australia is no greater 
than the amount ‘he receives for wheat 
sold overseas. I do not object to the 
 Protectionist policy if it is applied all 


-yound, but what principle does it lay’ 


down? The principle of protecting our 
manufacturers and their workmen from 
_ the operation of world’s parity, the very 
law which honorable members imsist upon 
_ the primary producer obeying. They de- 
_ mand that the primary producer’s wages 
shall be fixed, not at a special rate in 
_ Australia, but at what he can get for 
his produce in the markets of the world, 
less the highest ocean freights in the 
world. How often have we heard from 
- many a platform of the unfairness of ex- 
 pecting white men to compete with cheap- 
coloured labour? Is there a man who 
ean deny that that is what the Australian 
producer is doing all the time? 

_ Mr. Fenron.—Not in the Australian 
- market. 

- Mr. STEW&RT. — The price in the 
_ Australian market is fixed at black labour 
rates, or world’s parity, which Australian 
_ manufacturers and workmen 
cannot fairly be asked to stand up: 
against. A 

_ Mr. Gass.—Does the honorable mem- 
ber mean that India dominates the 
world’s wheat market? wa ee 


ee 
Praia, 
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and for the means of production, and yet 
must sell our produce within Protection- 
ist Australia at world’s parity. “ue 

Mr. Gazs.—How does world’s aie 
mean black labour rates “ 

Mr. STEWART. — We have to com- \ 
pete against wheat grown by the coloured 
labour of India, the cheap Spanish 
labour of the Argentine, and the peasant 
labour of Russia. 


Mr. Gass. — The Spaniards are not 
black. 


‘Mr. STEWART. — But the Indians 
are. 

Mr. Parker Moronzy. — The honor- 
able member objects to the farmer paying 
Protectionist prices for his implements, 
and yet says he is not a Free Trader. 
What duty, if any, would he impose on 
agricultural implements? 

Mr. STEWART. — I would fix the 
price of wheat and butter and other pro- 
duce of the land on the same basis as 
that upon which the Australian manufac- 
turer and workman fix their wages,’ 
namely, import parity. In other words, 
if wheat is 10s. per bushel in London, 
freight from London 2s., and duty 2s., 
the import parity is 14s. 

Mr. Parxer Motongy.—We 
with you in that. 


Mr. STEWART.—I have no desire to 
set the workmen in the country and the 
workmen in the city against each other. 

Honorable members representing city 
constituencies have put the case very well 
from the point of view of those for whom 
they speak. They have called the at- 
tention of the farmers to the position of 
the wage-earners in the factories. In 
reply, I desire to say a word or two from — 
the point of view of the wage-earner out- — 
back, who works, not forty-four hours a 
week, but sixty-six, and often more, and 
who does not receive double pay for holi- 
days and Sundays. Honorable members 
opposite talk about the-high price of 
wheat, but I ask them what would be the — 
price of wheat if the primary producers 
worked only eight hours per day, and re- 
ceived double pay for holidays and for 
the labour of pickling wheat at night and 
carting water on Sundays? . 

Mr. Matuews.—When a man is work- | 
ing for the “boss” he is in a different 
position from that which he occupies. 
when he is working for himself. I worked 


agree 


a damn sight harder for the “boss” than 
_ IT ever worked for myself. . 


Mr. STEWART.—The Labour Call, a 
very excellent paper which I make a prac- 
tice of reading, contains on its front page 
the following placard in extremely large 
type :— 

BOYCOTT BUTTER! 
Best AUSTRALIAN BUTTER. 
Price in London, 190s. per cwt. 
Price in Melbourne, 205s. per cwt. 

When it is desired to bring down the price 
of an article, whether it be a necessity or a 
luxury, the best thing to do is to Iessen the 
demand by going without. 

Age, 25th May, 1921. 

Don’t buy to be robbed! 


J do not know whether honorable mem- 
ber’s opposite condone this. They are 
not anxious, when selling their labour, 
to compete with the world’s parity, but 
immediately the primary producer gets 
something to which he thinks he is en- 
titled, they cry out that their ancient 
privileges are being violated. Those who 
are behind this official organ of the 
Labour party in Victoria apparently in- 
sist that the primary producer must sell 
at the world’s parity, but immediately he 
gets any more they put a placard in their 
organ advocating that his produce should 
be boycotted and brought down to black 
Jabour rates. If it is the privilege of the 
city worker to have a forty-four hours 
week, and double time for holidays, I 
want the same privilege extended to the 
workers in the country districts. If hon- 
orable members deny these privileges to 
country workers, I deny them to the city 
workers. All that honorable members op- 
posite ask for the men and women of the 
eity I ask for the men and women out 
back. 3 

During this debate, it has been fre- 
quently asserted that the increased duty 
on agricultural machinery will not have 
the effect of increasing the price of that 
machinery; but if it will not have that 
purpose, I cannot see why it is wanted. 
My opinion is that it will increase the 
price of this requirement of the primary 
producer, In fact, that is the object of 
it. The wonderful unanimity now being 


displayed between representatives of the 


city workers and representatives of the 
employers is rather interesting, but it will 
be equally interesting to watch, when the 


there will be so much unanimity then. | 
The progress of America has been 


are doing in regard: to their Crown lands, 
and by encouraging the people to get back, 
the United States of America brought | 
about the greatest agricultural develop- 
ment that has yet taken place in the his- 
tory of any nation, and only after that 
did they begin to develop their factories. 
Mr. Wiennorr.—Much of our land we _ 
cannot sit upon, because it is covered with 
prickly pear. en 
Mr. STEWART.—The primary indus- 
try is Australia’s sheet anchor, and it will 
continue to be so for many years to come. 
With our wool and wheat we can compete | — 
in the world’s markets so long as the cost _ 
of production is not increased too much 
above what it is in other countries; but 
let me compare the position of the Aus- 
tralian farmer with that of his Canadian 
competitor. The Canadian pays £60 for 
a 6-feet reaper and binder ; the Austra- 
lian farmer must pay £103 for the same _ 
implement. ys. 


£78 which the Australian farmer is 
obliged to pay. 


price being £43. By. 
Mr. Frenron.—Can a Canadian farmer 


Mr, STEWART.—I cannot say; but 
he has the additional advantage over the 
Australian of being nearer the world’s 
market. If we force up the cost of pro- 
duction as we are doing, the Australian 
farmer will be compelled to work longer 
hours, and speed up in order to hold his 
own with his competitors overseas. I 
want to state here that if this National 
Parliament does not show a little more 
sympathy for the primary producer, there — 
will be something doing before very 
long. The vote given only the other — 


~™ 


day upon the duty on wire netting 
ras a distinct blow at every man 
and woman out-back. There are no bet- 
ter citizens in Australia than those men 
and women, and what is their reward for 


up new land? Their reward is to live 
under the worst conditions with the worst 
railway services, the worst postal and 
medical facilities, and the worst means of 
educating their children. They are asked 
to work the longest hours for the least 
return of any section of the community. 
Why should the best citizens of the coun- 
try suffer the worst conditions? It is up 


for this. If any proposal is on foot to 
+ down hours, and increase wages, let a 
rt be made in the country districts. 
At least, let ‘these improved conditions 
‘apply all round. The city end is not 
here a start should be made. 

The duties proposed in this schedule are 
t in the interest of ‘the primary pro- 
cers. The members of the Country 
party are not advocates for Free Trade, 
ut their belief is that the existing duties 
agricultural machinery are quite suffi- 
mt, At any rate, they have proved to 
be sufficient up to date, and our manufac- 
turers have flourished under them. Not 
ne honorable member has endeavoured to 
how that the local agricultural imple- 
ment makers are losing ground. On the 
other hand, it is a well-known fact that 
their establishments are larger to-day 
than they have ever been, but it seems 
me that the larger they grow the 
‘bigger is their appetite for protective 
duties. I suppose that in a year or ‘two 
we shall have another Tariff brought 
lown proposing still higher duties. To- 
night, in.a few minutes, duties have ‘been 
agreed to, and not one ‘honorable member 
opposite was in attendance. 


| Mr. Parker Motonry.—The honorable 
‘member is well aware that the Sydney 
ss was delayed for four hours. 


Mr. STEWART.—1 am aware of that 
or t+; ‘but other ‘honorable members oppo- 
8 te did not come over from Sydney ‘to- 


y. Honorable members have allowed 

ties to ‘be passed as if ‘they had no re- 

d for the importance of ‘the business 

ore the Committee. 

. Fsnron.—The honorable mem- 

facts are wrong. Not one duty has 
Tee at-this sitting, ‘ 


cue [14 Journ, 1991.) : : —" “goaa 


- Tariff discussion. 
going into the back country, and opening | 


‘few remarks I have made, but I have 


to this Parliament to ascertain ‘the reason © 


plant, and who has not adopted up-to- 


Mr. SSTEWART.—I am merely draw-) 
ing attention to the fact that honorable 
members seem to be getting tired of t 
Evidently those of us — 
who are endeavouring to put a brake on 
the fiscal madness displayed by the ma- ~ 
jority of honorable members, are wasting — 
their time and their breath. I do not 
suppose I have changed one vote by the — 


risen to put forward, as well as I can, a 
plea for the men and women of the out- 
back. I do not propose to give any 
figures to the Committee. The case for 
our party has been put so well by the 
Deputy Leader (Mr. Gregory) that 1 
need not elaborate on his arguments. I~ 
simply lay down the principle that, if 
honorable members are anxious to give 
protectionist prices to the workers of the 
city, they should also give them to the ~ 
men and women outback. If they wanta — 
forty-four hours’ week for the city ~ 
workers, let them give a forty-four hours’, ~ 
week to the men in the back country. Mra vac 
Mr. Marurws.—Yes, to the wage- 
earners there. Po 
Mr. STEWART—To the wage 
earners on the farms. If honorablemem- 
bers claim, im the resounding phrase of —! 
their Deputy Leader (Mr. Ryan), to‘be 
a party representing all sections of the 
community, let them take my advice and > 
cut out of their official organ these 
“ Boycott butter ” appeals. CSM Sake 
Mr. Maruzws.—If the farmers resort 
to dumping, they must ge fits, as well as 
any one else would. ete 
Mr. STEWART.—In regard to: dump- _ Ane 
ing, the Minister (Mr..Greene) has pro- 
mised us something which is rather 
nebulous. He tells us that a Board will 
be appointed itr safeguard people in the __ 
Commonwealth against being exploited = 
by the local manufacturers. If the duties — 
are too high, the Board, he says, will act 
as a brake upon ‘the local manutacturers 
and will review the rates. I argue the 
matter from the other direction. Tf, 
after the passing of this Tariff, an Aus- 
tralian manufacturer can come forward 
and prove, by producing his books, that 
he is being unfairly and unjustly treated 
by the dumper overseas, I am prepared 
to give him a reasonable duty. But the 
local manufacturer, who has an obsolete 


date 


usiness eetioas 4 in controlling He estab- 
lishment, who gets a few members of Par- 
liament together, and has a deputation to 
our genial friend, the Minister for Trade 
and Customs, to ask for an increase of 
duty, instead of seeking to place his busi- 
ness on a proper footing or obtaining an 
up- -to-date plant, will have no. support 
1 That is a kind of Protec- 
3 1. will always fight against. 
But in this House there is no party more 
anxious than that to which [I belong to 
see the fair thing done for Australian 
workmen and for the Australian nation. 
However members may differ from the 
Country party on fiscal questions, I 
hope that we shall not be accused 
of being un-Australian, or of desiring 
‘to strike a blow at Australian work- 
men or Australian manufacturers. What 


we say is, If you insist on the need 


for protecting manufacturers, give to the 
producers protection in the Australian 
market similar to that for which you ask 
a those whom you represent. 


GREENE (Richmond—Mainister 
oy ‘Trade and Customs) [9.1].—I shall 
not attempt to cover much of the ground 
wandered over during the debate. The 
statements of the last speaker (Mr. 
Stewart) were wide of the issue at pre- 
sent before the Committee, and, I think, 

ave been fully answered by ‘what. has 
fallen from other speakers. I have 
already set out the view, which I hold 
very strongly, that. the primary producer 
derives much general benefit from the 
establishment of industries in the country. 
For the honorable member for Wimmera 
and his party to say, ‘‘ We be- 
lieve in the protection of and _ de- 
velopment of Australian industries,’’ 
and at the same time, in regard 
to the machinery and implements which 
the farmer requires, to object to any but 
ties which do not protect, and to strive 
for the highest possible duties on our pri- 
mary products. is illogical. I believe in 
rotection, but I believe in applying it all 
und. Where we can give the primary 

i ducer direct protection, I am in favour 
f doing so. On other occasions during 
1e Tariff debate I have shown that the 
eed elses sete any indirect 


ag For one Pe ie is relieved 
id fall of pee burden of taxation ee 


try, its ane fnddsues n 
veloped to cuph extent, a6 s 


the primary er oR 

Mr. WienHOLT. —_The 
Argentine have no fnencil a 
pared with ours. 


able wie ber ae that We 


imposes an export Pale of 
bushel on wheat? 

Mr. 

debt of that sue 
financial burden. 

Mr. GREENE.—In acai 
export duty on wheat, the priz 
ducers of the Argentine have to 
export duty of 24s. per ton on 
beef, of od per lb. on butter, an 
per cent. on vase Those — 


their taxes. 


aden q 


brug 


our primary oe have der ae r 


ly 


benefit than the manufacture es a 
tural Pehla si 


Mr. Strwart.—Do you say 
industry has progressed ? | 

Mr. GREENE.—Yes. 

Mr. Srewart.—Then why do 3 you 
for higher duties to protect it? 

Mr. Na aca —I am not t thi k 


their thane in the Fe an 
of agricultural implements, but th 
not done everything. Take, ie 
the reaper and binder. te 
Mr. GREENE.—The re 
binder is not the machine us : 
harvesting of wheat. My remar 
ference | io the machine used or 


: Tariff. 


i 


which Australians have every reason to 

» pride themselves. 7 

- Mr. Grecory.—The Minister is a little 
overstating the case. 

Mr. GREENE.—I have here set out 
the history of the development of these 
machines) and I shall quote some of it to 
let honorable members know what they 
_ owe to the agricultural implement makers 
of this country and to the Australian 
_ workmen associated with them. The first 
- successful stripper-harvester was invented 
in 1884, and patented in 1885, by Aus- 

tralians. There had previously been at- 
tempts to devise a machine that would 
perform in one operation the whole work 
of taking off the grain and making it 
ready for market, but it was not till 1885 
that a machine was produced in any 
- country to fill these conditions. As the 
Australian stripper-harvester worked 
satisfactorily, it sold well when the 
_ growers realized its efficiency, and appre- 
ciated the immense reduction its use 
meant in the expense of harvesting. Dur- 
ing the first fifteen years, comparatively 
slow: progress was made, but the preju- 
dices disappeared during that time. In 
- 1900, the combined harvester, as it was 
- then styled, was generally,.if not univer- 
sally, recognised to be the most efficient 


and economical machine for  tak-,. 
“ing off the crop. Then the Ameri 
eans took a hand. During 1900 


and 1901 sample combined harvesters 
were purchased in Australia by the 
_ Massey-Harris Company and the Inter- 
national Harvester Company, both North 
_ American Combines. These machines 
were used as models for imitation, and 
- both companies embarked in the manu- 
- facture of them on a large scale. They 
_ shipped considerable numbers of these 
- imitations to Australia for sale. It was 
the only country using such machines. 
‘There was no demand for them in 
- America at that time. Meanwhile, seve- 
yal Australian firms had gone into the 
manufacture of harvesters, but the wealth 


of the American companies made the 
- competition too severe for them. Well- 
_ known makers, such as James Martin and 
mmpany, Gawler, 
Nicholson and Morrow, Melbourne; and 
enderson Brothers, of Corowa, and 
her makers, were forced out of the har- 
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: es, i . an — semmbunnntie — 


and weight of organization on the part, 
South Australia; 


ester business. In the Australian com- 


Tariff. 9033. 


bined harvester there. were embraced 
some features that were in the original — 
stripper invented by Ridley, of South 

Australia, about seventy years ago. The 
principal of these was the combination of 
a stripping comb and revolving beater, by 
which the ripe heads of grain were taken 
off the standing crop and threshed. Dur- 
ing the past twenty years many experi- 
ments were made in various parts of the 
Commonwealth, with the object of de 
veloping machines which would do the 
same work in different ways. Among 
many abortive attempts, one change 
emerged, which met with a measure of 
acceptance. This was the adaptation of 
the binder knife and reel with the strip- 
ping comb to take off the heads, instead 
of doing the work with the comb and 
beaters. The list in the Commonwealth 
Patent Office shows that patent rights 
were taken out by the Australians referred 
to as follows:—No. 2202/04, J. L. Smith, 
North Melbourne, 24th December, 1904; 
No. 4394/05; Matthew Wm. Charlton, 
of Newport, Victoria; and Douglas East 
Chapman, of Ascot Vale, Victoria, 19th 
October, 1905. “Honorable members will 
notice that in this instance the Australian 
inventors were responsible for a further 
improvement in this particular type of 
machine. The patent rights which em- 
bodied the inventions of Charlton and 
Chapman were bought up by the Massey- 
Harris Company, who employed the in- 
ventors to construct a trial machine in 
Melbourne, which was duly tested and 
then taken to the works in Canada. Its 
manufacture was entered upon and under 
the name of the “ Reaper Thresher” was 
offered for sale in Australia in 1911-12. 
The Australian manufacturers were 
actively working also, but not having the 
vast selling organizations of the American 
firms, they at first made small headway 
with this type of machine. But a novel 
and important improvement in the me- 
thod of taking off the heads was invented 
and patented by Hedley Shepherd Taylor, 
of Henty, New South Wales (under — 
patents dated 22nd October, 1913, and 
numbered 10989). While retaining the — 
comb of the harvester and the knife of © 


the binder, he dispensed with the binder’. 


reel. This reel, which swept back the 
ears of grain from the comb, was re- 
placed by a double disc spiral, which ~ 
forced the heads from the knife to the ~ 


: - elevator. The elevator conveyed them to 
the threshing drum, Among many useful 
novelties on the machine, these formed 


the: most striking departure from. recog- 
nised practice. Mr. H. V. McKay, who 


was. approached by Taylor, recognised: 


the ‘possibilities of the invention, and 
after securing the patent rights, ‘he at 
once proceeded to develop the machine. 
Tt was placed in' the harvest field, and 
proved a success. The marked advan- 
- tage of the spiral conveyor was specially 
manifest in “rescue work.” In dealing 
with lodged, 2.e., storm-laid crop, where 
ee masses of ears and straw were 


flattened to the earth, this new machine , 
- achieved what seemed impossible. If. 


os were not so fully attested, its per- 
formances would be incredible.  Un- 
i seasonable storms visited the fertile wheat 
areas of New South Wales and South Aus- 
‘tralia, Coming just about harvest time, 


the rain and wind laid flat the heavy crop” 


in many hundreds of fields. The grain 
- appeared to be lost beyond any chance 
_ Of recovery; in fact, in some cases, in- 
surance was paid on the crops. The 
grain was retrieved, however, with 
little waste, if any. This new machine, 
equipped with a crop- lifting attachment 
designed and made |in the Sunshine 
‘works, was found bade to the task, and 
yields of 12 to 15 bags per acre were 
_sately garnered in cases where the 
owners had given up hope of reaping even 
a bushel. It was in connexion with these 
disastrous storms that the New South 
Wales Minister for Agriculture, Mr. 
_ Dunn, was moved to make the doleful 
“statement during last harvest season that 
9,000,000 bushels of wheathad been lost. 
But for the work of the new machine this 
_ might have been verified, but wherever 
this machine was used’ it rescued the 
fallen grain, and the actual -loss probably 
igs not amount to. 1,000,000. bushels, 

Mr. RicHarp. Foster. — It was worse 
; Dihee that in 1915-16. 

Mr. GREENE.—I am speaking of last 
year, and am endeavouring to impress 
upon the Committee that if it had not 


heen for the development of these: ma- 


_ ¢hines with the crop-lifting attachment, 
| _which was designed in Australia, millions 
ee bushels of wheat would have: been lost 
ho: the primary producer. } 
Mr. Srewarr.—All that was ies 
i under the: 1914 Tariff. 
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‘not. believe it is—the. development t. 


honorable member was perfectly i in | 


| Tariff. : 


Mr: GREEN E It all that th : 
orable member for Dampier (Mr. G Gr 
gory) has claimed doucerning 
charges. which these duties represen 
the primary producer were tru 


machine and what it conta 
year in Australia alone 
saved the primary producer the 0s 
and! over again, 

I pass on from that point 
deal with another matter - which 
honorable member for ‘Dampier — 
already referred to on many occasions. 
Here, again, he says we are imposin : 
crushing burden upon the is Pp 
ducer. 


the necessity of giving the industry. fur- 
ther protection ? ! 
Mr. GREENE.—I am - endeavo 
to: show that, if the whole of this uty 
were passed on, it would not be a crus. 
ing burden on the primary produce 
During the last five years, 6,200 strip 
harvesters, header-harvesters, and reap 
threshers were imported into Austr lia 
Mr. Greeory. — The Minister kr 
that I was not dealing with all agricul. 
tural machinery. 
Mr. GREENE. — I am dealin : 
the particular item before the Committe 
Although the discussion has wande 
over a wide field, surely I am entitl 
under the rules of debate, to confine 
remarks to this item ! 
Mr. Grecory.—I dealt with the th 
on Friday.’ 
Mr. GREENE.—I admit that t 


because under the arrangement arriy: 
honorable members were allowed to ¢o 
the. whole. During the last five 
6,200 machines were imported into. AY 
oulie on which duty amounting ft 
£37,177 was paid. During the same 
year period, the production of wheat 
the Commonwealth was 567,61 
bushels. Dividing the bushels into 
amount of duty, we obtain a resul 
al per bushel. | a 
. StEwaRrt.—It was one-seve h 
a ae some hours ago. i 
'Mr. GREENE.—I am giving 
actual figures. Those which were qu 
by the honorable member for Melbo 
Ports (Mr. Mathews), who cite 
fraction just mentioned, covered’ 


‘whole field of agricultural machinery, 
' while at the same time covering only the 
production of wheat, barley, and oats. 
There are many agricultural products, 
however, which he did not include. Had 
‘he done so, the actual charge per bushel 
would have been shown to be very ma- 
_ terially less. The burden, if the whole 
of the duty were passed on and the 
_ farmer were charged for every machine 
the full extent of this additional duty, 
» “would have been—as I have just men 
 tioned—.0369d. per bushel. That means 
that for every 27 bushels of wheat har- 
 yested in the Commonwealth. the duty 
would represent 1d. The honorable mem- 
ber for Wimmera has said that, im 
| his opinion, we should encourage Aus- 
tralian industries. I ask him, as a 
farmer, if he begrudgés the payment of 
dd. for every 27 bushels of wheat by way 
‘of encouragement to Australian industry 
-and as a reward for Australian brains. 
Mr. Srewarr.—The Minister knows 
_ that it means more than that. 
- Mr. GREENE.—One penny in every 
27 bushels is the price the farmer is asked 
to pay for the encouragement of Austra- 
_ lian industry and the payment for the 
employment of Australian brains, which 
have given him back, many hundredfold, 
whatever they have taken from him. 
__ Mr. Srewarr.—lt has been truly said 
‘that figures can be made to prove any- 
thing. 
Mr. GREENE.—I would have liked 
‘the honorable member to endeavour to 
establish the contention that the duty is 
“passed on to the full extent. He stated, 
not once, but over and over again, that 
‘for every £1 put on to the duty there 
was involved an additional £1 in cost to 
the farmer. I do not believe that, and 
_ for quite a number of reasons. I shall 
be able to demonstrate in a moment that 
it is not so; but I would like, first, to 
refer to one contention which the honor- 
able member for Dampier put forward. 
_ That was, that if one had a limited quan- 
tity of goods to sell_which was the case in 
- New Zealand—then, because of that, one 
‘would have to charge a little more in 
_ order to cover the selling cost. The hon- 
orable member stressed that as furnishing 
part of the excuse or reason proffered by 
the American companies why their ma- 
ehinery, in New Zealand, cost a little 
nore than in Australia. | | 


With, respect to 


Mr. Grecory.—No, I did not admit 
that. : ani ies 
Mr, GREENE.—Then the honorable ~ 
member did say that when there was only — 
a small area there were greater overhead — 
charges. That is equally true in regard | 
to the processes of manufacture It a 
manufacturer has a comparatively small _ 
output with a certain overhead charge, — 
that is necessarily reflected to a greater 
extent in the final price of the product © 
than if the manufacturer has a larger <)09 
output with the same overhead charges. 
That is one of the reasons why a Pro- 
tective policy is necessary. The objech 
of a Protective policy is to endeavour to 
create such a market in the country of 
production that manufacturers will. bent: 

able so to develop their processes, and so 
increase the output of their factorjes, 
that, as a natural result of the operation 
of the Protective policy, they will be able 
to produce at a lower rate by reason of 
the greater mass production. That — 
point is self-evident. So far from addi-~ — 
tional duty, which throws into the hands 
of the local manufacturer additional 
trade, necessarily tending to increase the 
cost of goods to the consumers in the 
country of their production, the effect 
should be the opposite. 

As to whether these increased duties 
are passed on, JI was rather in 
terested in the figures which the 
honorable member for Dampier quoted. 
New Zealand prices 
to-day, all I can say is that I em: 
deavoured, as recently as three weeks ago, 
to ascertain what they were. Owing to 
the fact that apparently the companies, 
which have rather suffered by the com- — 
parison of New Zealand prices with our 
own, seem to be keeping their price-lists 
very secret, and owing to our being | 
unable to get hold of copies, I have had 
some difficulty in making the comparisons 
which I sought. a 

Mr. Grecory.—Had the Minister any ae 
difficulty in obtaining the prices of the 
local manufacturers, which would be te 
very fair criterion? ys 

Mr. GREENE.—I tried to obtain, for 
the purposes of comparison with the lan 
prices ruling in Australia, the quotations _ 
of those companies for the same ma-+ 
chinery in New Zealand. And, as re 
cently as three weeks back, I was unable 
to ascertain that there was any material 


which the honorable member for Dam- 
pier acknowledged were the same as those 
from which the Argus got information 


he columns of that newspaper. 
my communication the Argus had no 
ther reply than to simply say that I was 
. “bumptious individual.” There has 
ever been any answer to the reply which 
Isent to the Argus on that occasion. Why? 
‘They could not answer it, ‘because the 
information given to the Argus from that 
‘particular source, directly or indirectly, 
_ was false information. It was informa- 
_ tion which it was perfectly easy for me, 
_ with the resources at my disposal, to show 
was false. I do not know whether the 
prices, as stated by the honorable member 
_ for Dampier, are accurate or not, but 
_ there is certainly no question at all as to 
the prices in Australia and in New Zea- 
_ land at the time the Tariff was tabled. We 
had the prices then in our ‘hands, and 
could compare them. There was no ques- 
_ tion then as to the position. As I have 
already stated, I have here a list of elghty 
_ different items, and in every case at that 
time the New Zealand price was higher 
than the Australian price. In some cases 
it was very much higher; in some eases 
it was only a few shillings higher; but in 
no case was it lower than the Australian 
price. In connexion with every one of 
these items, there was no duty on the 
article in New Zealand. There was a 
duty imposed on every one of them in 
Australia. It varied. In some cases it 
was 5 per cent. I speak of: reapers, 
_ binders, and mowers. On hay rakes it~ 
was 10 per cent., on grain fertilizer rills 
it was 30 per cent., on spring tooth culti- 
vators it was 25 per cent., on maize culti- 
_ Vators 25 per cent., on maize drills 30 per 
-_cent., on dise harrows, diamond harrows, 
spring tooth harrows, and on various 
kinds of ploughs, including gang ploughs, 
four-furrow ploughs, dise ploughs, ard so 
on, there was a duty in’ Australia of 25 
per cent. I do not propose to read the 
whole of this list of items to.the Com- 
mittee, as it is a very long one, but I shall 
quote a few of them to show that there is 
no question as to what the prices were at 
the time this Tariff was tabled. _ 
_ Mr. Srewarr—I suppose these prices 
are different from others that have been. 
juoted this afternoon, = 
Mr, Greene, — ae 
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diffetence, I imagine that the sources 


to-day are much higher than tho 


_ gentleman’s 


Mr. GREEN E.—I canno 
that is so or not. At thet 
was tabled, I got out this | : 
and in the case of every one f them 
price in New Zealand was higher th 
price in Australia notwithstanding t 
that there was a duty on the artic 
For reapers and binders, 5 feet, 
price in New Zealand was £76, an 
price in Australia was £75 10s., with a 
of 5 per cent. on the article. Reape 
binder, 6 feet, £77 15s. cash price 
Zealand, Customs duty in Australi: 
cent., price in Australia £77 10s. 
and binder, 8 feet, £92 10s. cash pr 
New Zealand, duty in Australia | 
cent.; and price in Australia £92, — 
82 feet, one horse, £25 7s. 6d. N 
land cash price, Australian dut 
cent., Australiangprice £24 15s. 
43 feet, £29 5s. cash price in New Ze 
Australian duty 5 per cent., 
Australia £28 10s. <a 
Mr. Grecory.—Prices in New Zea 


honorable gentleman is quoting. — 


Mr. GREENE.—I think I mu 
made it quite clear that I am qu 
prices at the time the Tariff w 
I have not made these comparisons 
that time. For a grain fertilizer 
9-hoe, the New Zealand cash price 
£52 17s. 6d., the Australian d 
30 per cent., and the Australian 
Grain fertilizer drill, 1i-hoe, £58, J 
Zealand cash price, Australian duty 
per cent., Australian price £49. 
Grain fertilizer drill, 13-hoe, £61 
cash price New Zealand, Australiar 
30 per cent., Australian price £! 
Then there were dise drills, which 
practically similar results. If ¢ 
tention of the honorable membe: 
Dampier that the duty is passed 
right, what would have been th 
these implements in Australi 

Mr. Fiemine.—Tf the conten 0 
Minister is right, why should we k 
them out when they are dearer elsewhe 
‘Mr. GREENE.—My contentior 
been that if by maintaining the dut 
Australian manufacturer can tur 


article in such quantities tha 


stand up against these big 
bines, we should maintain the 


- Mr. Fremme.—But — 
es sho} 


As 


tralian Bec ateatirer is doing that with- 
ee out the proposed increased duty. 
 - Mr. GREENE.—Is it not patent to the 
honorable member that if we had had no 
manufacture of these implements in Aus- 
tralia we should have been paying just 
as much, if not more, for them than New 
‘ - Zealanders have been paying? The hon- 
_ orable member for Dampier probably pro- 
t vided me with the best possible argument 
_ to show that the duty is not passed on. 
He said that the reason why, during this 
_ particular period, the foreign firms were 
| able to sell their machines cheaper in Aus- 
tralia than in New Zealand was that they 
had stocks in this country which they had 
brought in at lower prices. Consequently 


price here. But was the price of -the 
Australian manufacturer any higher 
upon that account? He was manufactur- 
ing at the same time as these machines 
were being imported into New Zealand, 
and yet he was able to compel foreign 
- manufacturers to accept a lower price for 
_ their machines. If I wanted an argument 
_ to show that the duty is not passed on to 
the consumer, I cannot conceive of a 
_ better example than that with which the 
_ honorable member has supplied me. 
Mr. Grecory.—The Minister knows 
very well that the imported machines 
have been selling at a higher price than 
have machines of local manufacture. 
Mr. GREENE.—If the local manufac- 
ae turer is able to sell at less than the price 
_ charged for imported machines, it is per- 
- feetly manifest that he cannot be taking 
_ advantage of the whole of the duty. 
Mr. Grecory.—The Government are 
forcing up the price of the machines 
without showing any necessity for their 
ne action. 
_ Mr. GREENE.—Why are we forcing 
up the price? 
Mr. Greaory.—By means of an extra 
Pauiy. 
- Mr. GREENE.—It is of no use pur- 
_ suing that line of argument with the hon- 
-orabla member. I have clearly demon- 
strated that the duty is not passed on to 
- the consumer. Everybody admits that 
_ the price of these machines has advanced 
_ materially, ‘but everybody knows that 
here are good and sufficient reasons why 
hat advance has taken place.’ As a mat- 
er of fact, the prices of all materials 
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they were able to sell them at a lower. 


Tariff. 9037 — 
have increased in some instances by 100, 
150, and even 200 per cent. ie 

There is one matter which was 
mentioned by the honorable member — 
for Hume (Mr. Parker Moloney) © 
to which I wish to refer. 
exception, so far as I know, machines 
which have not been manufactured in 
Australia are proportionately dearer to- 
day than are machines of local manufac- 
ture. Can the honorable member for 

Dampier explain why that is so? 

Mr. Stewart.—There is nobody in this 


corner who argues that we should not 


manufacture the machines here, 

Mr. GREENE.—It is very easy for the 
honorable member to say that. I do not 
know what is the manufacturing price o 
the biggest reaper thresher. 

Mr. Grecory.—I do not know what is ~ 
the manufacturer’s price, but the retail 
price is about £240. 

Mr. GREENE.—Taking the price at 
£240, what daity does the honorable mem- 
ber suggest ? 

Mr. Grecory.—Fourteen pounds. 

Mr. GREENE.—That would represent 
a duty of about 6 per cent. That is the 
rate which the honorable member suggests 
should be imposed with a view to encour- 
aging the manufacture of agricultural 
machinery in this country. I think that 
the honorable member must stand amazed 
at his own modesty. Why does he not 
suggest the imposition of a duty of either 
1 or'2 per cent.? Hither would be equally 
effective as a small revenue duty. If sucha 
duty were levied, we should probably only 
succeed in enabling the foreign manufac- 
turer to further dump his products into 
this country for. the purpose of crushing 
the local industry, and afterwards of 
charging the Australian farmer just what 
price he pleased. 

Mr. RicnarD Foster.—A 40 per cent. 
duty is a pretty stiff one. 


Mr. GREENE.—It is: But wo haves 


_te remember that the manufacture of 


reaper threshers is comparatively a new 
industry. This machine was invented by — 
Australian brains, and what has been — 
done to improve it outside of Australia 
is the result of copying what had been — 
done in this country. I believe that it is © 
advisable for us to secure the industry for 

the Commonwealth. The duties which © 

we propose are, in the circumstances, 
those which are required, and their impo- 
sition will result in these machines being 


Without - 
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: Boaally made eee to the sectees 
i oy would otherwise be the case, 
Mr. Grecory.—The Minister has given 
us the prices of the machines in New 
Hpaslind. Will he also tell us the prices 
_ which the Canadian farmers have to pay_ 
for them? 
Mr. GREENE.—If we give the Aus- 
etian manufacturer an opportunity to 
_ develop the industry to the fullest extent, 
_he will have an infinitely better chance 
of approaching the Canadian prices than 
he will have under existing conditions. 
1 cannot agree to the amendment, the 
adoption of which would probably result 
an the wiping out of the local industry. 
Question—That the words proposed to 
i the: inserted (Mr. Grucory’s amendment) 


be so inserted—-put. The Committee 
_ divided. 
eV UN VS), |, | is Ce ire) 
VORS. s Be es 
' Majority 17 


Rcou AYES. 
~ Bowden, E. K. Wienholt, A. 


Brennan,. F, 


_ Cook, Robert i Tellers * 
- Fleming, W. M. Bell, G. J. 
; iL Grocery, HH, Stewart, P. G. 
a Nos. 
‘Anstey, F. | Mackay, G. H. 


Makin, N. J. O. 
Maloney, Dr. 


Blundell, R. P. 
panied 1 i Oi 


Charlton, M. Mathews, J. 
_ Cook, Sir Joseph Moloney, Parker 
Corser, He B,C, Riley, B. 
_ Fenton, J B. Ryrie, Sir Granite 
Ue Foley, G. . .) Smith, Laird 
a Shae dl Richard Watkins, D. 
 Gabb, J. M: West, J. EE. 
Greene, WwW. M. Tellers: 
Jazzarini, HP. Burchell, R. J. 
i eae J. i. Story, W. H. 
Pam. 
Wedicon. W. G. Blakeley, A. 
“Hi, W. C. Catés, Ji: A: 
Jackson, D. S. 


Prowse, 4 Aen 


Question so resolved in the coiie 

Amendment negatived. 

Mr. FENTON . (Maribyrnong) [9. 54]. 

: a do not consider that a duty of 40 per 
(eent. under the general Tariff is suffi- 

-¢iently high, and, therefore, without fur- 
Died ado, I move— 
That the following words be pisuieal: 


jon hey after 15th June, 1921, general, 45 per 
| > een sf 


ma hope that the Minister will agree to this 


cent. 


- [REPRESENTATIVES. i‘. 


4 Amd 


i ee, to increase the duty by 5 per f 
Pr 2 if 6 the value of the machine that As 


Mr. RICHARD | ROSTER 
[9.56].—I had intended to 
duce the proposed duty by 5— 
but the honorable member (Mr. 
succeeded in getting the call of ¢ 
before me. His demand for an in 
duty is extortionate and without rea: 
I did not support my honorable f 
of the Country party in the divisio 
taken because I considered they were 
as unreasonable in their desire t 
the protection altogether too low. 
the honorable member for Dampier 
Gregory) that I would support hin 
moving, for a reduction of the duty f 
would agree to a reasonable measure 
protection for the industry. “I hak 
tended to speak at length on this ¢ 
tion, but the Minister (Mr. Green 
forestalled me by dealing with many m 
ters on which I proposed to touch. 
believe in a fairly generous protection 
respect of this item for many of th 
sons which have been stated by the Min. 
ister. J would remind the honora 
member for Dampier and the hor 
member for Wimmera (Mr. Stew 
who say that the protection und 
old Tariff was sufficient, that the m 
terials employed in the manufactur 
these oe have ii. and 


per pat more chest was ‘the ‘cost 
the previous Tariff was Ric 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. — 
gone down lately overseas, but. th 
been no oi aal in the cost, pe 


out that if dare 3 is a peer where 
culture owes almost siege to t 


implements and machinery, it is 
tralia. Ib is only in respect of abou 
half-a-dozen implements altogether 1 
we need worry as to whether or not there 
is a Tariff. The Australian primary ; I 
ducer has the most effective implemen 
and machinery in the world. I believe, 
nevertheless, that less protection _thaa 
that provided for in the. schedule a 
stands would represent a very gener 
treatment of the manufacturers. 


doubtedly a but the machine itself has 
been a godsend to the farmer. [ have 
seen that machine take off 30 bushels of 
wheat to the acre—wheat that would be 
‘worth from 7s. to 7s. 6d. per btishel— 
from crops which could not be touched 
by any other machine. It is not essential 
for general purposes. It is essential for 
crops that are “‘down’’ as the result 
of a storm and which would be irrecover- 
able by any other class of machinery. 
In ordinary years it is not necessary to 
have such a costly machine, for then an 
up-to-date harvester is just as effective 
and economical. 


Mr. Fremme—The consequence is 
at the money invested in the costly ma- 
ine is lying idle for four years out of 
ek . 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—And yet 
Oe is a im to the roan though 


Cas, instead of Baap oetiniat a per 
eal oneg I shall move a aes of 


sie ae (by Mr. esas ches) 
negatived— 

That the following words be inserted after 
‘gub-item (A) :—:And on and after 15th June, 


O21) ad. -val., geeitish, 20 per cent.; inter- 
_ mediate, 30 per: sii general, 35 per cent,” 


‘ Item agreed to. 


Metal parts of reaper threshers, stripper har- 
sters, strippers, and harvesters, n.e.i., per lb., 
‘itish, lid.; intermediate, 24d.; *ceneral, 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [10.1].—I 
tend to move that these duties be ad 
alorem 10, 124, and 15 per cent. 

If the Minister (Mr. Greene) will 
not accept this amendment, it 1s, of 
urse, no use my beating the air,’ 
it it is a most wicked proceeding, 
| connexion with any Tariff, to seek to 
ose such heavy duties on the parts re- 
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. price asked for it is un- 


inference of such remarks as those of the | 


red for the: Yepair of the machines. 


Tariff. 


I am informed that there is one firm in 

this city that has £300,000 worth of such 
parts in stock, and if the proposed heavy, 
duties are imposed _ it will mean heavy, ie 
charges when any little repairs are tes ha 
quired. 


Mr. Fremine. — The proposed sues 


will render many of the machines | quite Hi 
useless. Le 


Mr. GREGORY. Quite $0. 


Mr. Grrene.—Would the honorable ane 
member consent to the same ad valorem, 
duties as on the machines? 


Mr. GREGORY.—And make 
duties 25, 35, and 40 per cent. ? 


Mr. Grennn.—There has always been 
this arrangement in the Tariff. We have — 
raised the general rate, but the British 
rate remains exactly the same as since 
1908. 

Mr. GREGORY.—In my opinion, a 
duty of 35 per cent. on parts would be | 
enormous, and involve the users in great — 
expense, owing to the high prices which 
follow on high duties. I hope that the 
Minister will, at any rate, put the dale 
at the old rate. 

Amendment (by Mr. 
posed— | 

That. the following words be. added:—‘“‘And — 


on and after 15th June, 1921, per lb., British, 
13d.; intermediate, 2d.; general, 2d.” 


Mr. STEWART (Wimmera) [10.6|.— 
The Minister (Mr. Greene) has made 


the i 


GREENE) pro- 


one or two observations on ‘this 
and the previous item to which 
I should like to briefly reply. The 


rather sneering charge has been made _ 
that a section ,of the primary pro- © 
ducers are advocating Protection for i 

themselves, with Free Trade for the rest. 
of the community. My reply to that — 
frequent accusation is that the producers — 
have, as it were, had Protection forced — 
down. their throats, and they insist that 
if certain sections of the community 
are to have protective duties, they them- 
selves may as well have “a cut.” The oy 


Minister is that we are reaching out for 
protective duties, whilst seeking to pre 
vent others having what we desire our- 
selves. This I emphatically on : 
Amendment agreed to. 


Item, as amended, agreed CO. aati: 


hea 168 Olena: 
sewing machines, &c. ). 


Sewing machines are now being made in 
this country, and I should like to know 
whether the Minister (Mr. Greene) is in 
submitting the proposed 


es 


v3) rnest in 
duties. _ 
Mr. GREENE (Richinond—Minister 
for Trade and Customs) [10.9].—As I 
explained before, this is one of the de- 
ferred duties, depending on whether the 
industry, is established. . However, I 
have no objection, if the honorable mem- 
ae for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) would 
prefer to alter the date from 1922 to 
1923, though this duty will not be im- 
~ posed unless the industry is definitely 
established to such an extent as to rea- 
_ sonably be able to supply Australian re- 
a rewiae 


Mr. Grecory.—I have no ren of 
- moving an amendment. 


Mr. GREENE.—I only wish to make 

it quite clear that this is a deferred duty, 
_ placed in the Tariff as the definite pro- 
mise of Parliament to anybody who estab- 
_ jishes the industry; it means nothing 
‘more. 
Mr. GREGORY pena [10.10 ].—I 
am pleased ‘to be able to point out that 
the big newspaper will be able to get its 
Uhonoline or linotype in free of duty, 
while the poor widow’ will have to pay a 
duty of £3 on her sewing machine. 

Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
£10. 11].—I intended to rise before the 
honorable: member for Dampier (Mr. 
A egory) spoke, and it was that “ poor 
widow woman”, that I wished to 


«6 


speak’ ie Wate have been no , pro- 
fiteers like the exploiters of. sewing 
machines in Australia in the last 


few years. The metalwork in the very 
best sewing machine, with all the inflated 
prices due to the war, is worth about £5, 
but with a little cabinetmakin 
in they charge from £17 to £20 for it. i, 
thirty-five years ago, a duty had been 
placed on sewing machines in Victoria to 
encourage their local manufacture, as was 
then proposed, we should have been get- 


they have this market on their own, and 
have exploited the people of Australia. 


WI ee 


‘Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [10. Bae 


in peels bel the ve 


thrown 


ting them for £10 or £12 each. As it is, 


a preferential rate in fay. 
‘Britain, which ‘becomes — 


Weh have had the yeliee of these ae: 


we know. that. tas a sayin, 
In those days it was not the ‘ “Do. 
woman,” but the poor seamstress t that 
pleaded for. The Free Trader pic 


cee 


Mr. Rozert Coe ae now 
taxing her candle, too. 


£2 10s. is not porn Howse i 
I am sure that the manufacture 
ing machines would be undertaken 
perly in Australia if a decent opporti 
were offered. As in the case of the: 
barrow, there is nothing much in 
about the machine. The metalwor 
cast? and there are no great. engi 
difficulties -associated with it. T 
nothing in it but what can. be me 
Australia. If we cannot get new p 
we shBuld oe a and 


nen established, We means O! 

on this item. ee 6 . 
“Item agreed to. | ee 
Item 169 Gam ie 

megtiies &e.), 


Trade * and Cuan (10. re | 
the-Tariff as it stands, cash nal 
dutiable. I propose to bree i 
this item. os 
Sir Joszpx Copa Eo hae yo go 
take the tax off? — ee ‘ 
Mr. GREENE.—Yes. 
Sir Josepn Coox.— Why ¢ canno 
a little revenue from them? 
Mr. GREENE —We- a 


revenue (. So ee as a can lea 


in Ee aa io am ‘therefor an 


ee bah thé hile “< comes ane any other 
y country. I move— 
That the item be amended by inserting before 


the word linotype the letter (A), and by add- 
Vein the following paragraph:— 


+ (B) Cash registers, ad val., British, 272 
Far Ni, 1, | per cent. ; intermediate, 35 per cent.; 
hor i general, 40 per cent.; and on and 


Tea Totter 15th June: 192k, ad val., Bri- 
Ee sie, tish, free, intermediate, 5 per cent.; 
r general, 10 per cent. 
D ciehawant agreed to. 
thse as amended, agreed to. 
Item 170— 
_ (pm). Rock boring machines, n.e.i., ad val., 
British, 274 per cent.; intermediate, 
: 35 per cent.;, general, 40 per cent. 
(gE) Coal cutting machines, ad val., British, 
To) (ata. per -Cerlt.; intermediate, 35 per 
cent. ; general, 40 per cent. 
(F) Rotary and “percussive rock drills, ad 
val., British, 273 per cent.; inter- 
tee mediate, 35 per cent. ; general, 40 per 
¥ cent. : 
At Mr. FOLEY (Kalgoorlie), [10.15 |.— 
| The articles enumerated in this item 
ra affect mining, which is one of those in- 
dustries that have done a great deal to- 


- occupation in Australia. Every duty put 
on the machinery. used in that industry 
“means practically an impost on the in- 
dustry itself. During the past five years 
it has had many imposts put upon it. 
Not only will it have to stand any in- 
° creases in the Tariff, but it has had to 
bear, in almost every instance, the extra 
-eost imposed upon it by the conditions 
existing now as compared with the pre- 
war period. There is not an article used 
in mining which has not shown a rise in 
price to the extent of at least 25 per cent. 
4 since 1914, whilst in some cases the price 
has inereased ten or twelvefold. Mining, 
at present, needs the greatest protection 
that Australia can give it. 
Mr. Brennan.—Have you not found 
_ that the duties decrease the price? 
_ Mr. FOLEY.—No. All the articles 
covered by sub-items a to F have in- 
-ereased in price. The duties on them 
have been raised, and that increase must 
be passed on, first of all, to the mine- 
owner, then ‘through the mine-owner to 
_ the workman’ in the mine, and then - 
_ through him to the industry. I shall 
not say, as the honorable member for 
Melbourne Ports (Mr. Mathews) does, 
that I do not care a jot for the manu- 
-facturer or the mine-owner. I do care 
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¥ 


_ wards the development of every other . 


“ shacks.” 


Tariff. 


for the mine-owner, and I care also for 


» the men working in ‘the mines and for the? 
mining industry itself. If there were no 
men to put capital into mines, we should: 
have no mining industry, and there would — 
be no scope for miners to work, No man 
in that industry, whether employer or em- 
ployee, begrudges any one doing well, be- 
cause’ a man working in the mines to- 


day might be a mine-owner to-morrow. I 


represent one portion of the mining in- 
dustry, where the best possible conditions 


have been created by co-operation be- — 


tween employer and employed. The con- 
ditions were not changed until some one 
altogether outside the mining industry 
took action. 

Mr. Maxin.—I saw some pretty bad 
conditions over in Kalgoorlie. 

Mr. FOLEY.—The honorable member, 
I believe, was going to give every one in 
Kalgoorlie a brick howe to live in, but 


i iit a 


the houses they have at present suit them y 


much better. 
member thinks that, because he was over’ 
there during an election campaign, he 
knows all about Kalgoorlie, though I sup- 
pose he did not go outside the main street. 
I speak from a life-long connexion with 
the mining industry in Kalgoorlie. The 
honorable member for Melbourne Ports 


(Mr. Mathews) has expressed his indif- 


ference as to its future, but I can assure 
him that if this impost is placed upon the 
industry, it cannot be carried on much 
longer. Notwithstanding what the hon- 
orable member for Hindmarsh (Mr. 
Makin) has said, there are, on the Kal- 
goorlie gold- fields, men, who intend to 
remain there as long as there is ae to. 
be won. 

Mr. Maxtn.—But they would sooner 
have brick houses to live in than their 
present homes. 

Mr. FOLEY.—The honorable netabee 
must not suggest that I want to see them, 
living in “ shacks.” 

Mr. Maxtn.—No; but you said there 


No doubt the honorable 


* 


‘were satisfied to live in’ their present af 


‘i shacks,” 

Mr. FOLEY.—I said no such thing. ie 
do not admit that they are living in- 
I have voted for a protective 
duty in respect of many tems in the | 
schedule, believing that it is possible me 
this means to build up manufacturing 
industries in th’ 8 country. 


ve 


9042 Lard. 
“Mr. Fenron.—Then will you vote for 
| all such items? 

Mr. FOLEY.—I have done so on every 
eceasion, and I defy the honorable mem- 
ber for Maribyrnong to prove otherwise. 

Mr. Fenton.—I shall keep you to your 
word. 

Mr. FOLEY.—I am prepared to give 
sympathetic consideration to every re- 
quest for a protective duty in respect of 
any industry that can be profitably estab- 
lished in Australia, but I want the Com- 


mittee to know that those connected with. 


_ the mining industry in Western Australia 
ean obtain material more cheaply from 


Great Britain than from the _ eastern 
States. 
Mr. Rizrzy.—You can also import 


cheap labour. 
Mr, FOLEY.—The labourites of 


Western Australia have never undercut 
the Australian miner’s wages. 


work in the Western Australian mines is 
done by machinery, which has made it im- 
possible for the miners there to break ore 
at a lower cost than by black labour in 
South Africa, so there should be every in- 
ducement.to give relief to the industry by 
‘encouraging the use of the most scientific 
appliances. Some of the mining com- 
panies of my State have scrapped plant 
‘costing £150,000 in order to install the 
“most up-to- date mining machinery so that 
the mines may reach their highest point 
of proficiency in regard to production. 
_ Rock drills are essential, and, therefore, 
should be put in the same ‘category as coal- 
cutting machines, which are on the free 
list. 

Mr. Cuaron. —They are listed at 274 
per cent.,/35 per cent., and 40 per cent. 

Mr. FOLEY.—If the honorable mem- 
ber for Hunter will make inquiries he 
will find that it ig intended to place 
 eoal-cutting machines on the free list, 
‘and I want the same to be done in 
regard to machinery for metalliferous 
mines. It has been suggested that this 
_ machinery is being made in Australia, but 
‘I defy any honorable member to prove 
that rotary drills are being manuf actured 
in this country. 

Mr. Maxtn.—Give the manufacturers 
mn order, and they will make them. 


Mr. FOLEY.—The honorable member 
"should speak of opmothing. he knows. 


_[REPRESENTATIVES.] . 


Il want 
the Committee to realize aha all the 


a iff 


Mr. FOLEY.—The rola aid 
cussive rock drills, in regard to whi 
desire the duty removed, are not b 
manufactured here. Another ela 
rock-boring machine covered by this 
is being made in Australia by the Ge 
fields Tin col Drilling Company, M 
bourne; Hector Henderson Limited, B 
bane; James Steel Engineering Comp: 
Limited, Marrickville; Overall McCray 
Limited, Rozelle, New South ‘Wales 
Southern Oross Windmill Comp 
Limited, St. Peters, New South Wale 
and the Toowoomba Foundry Compan; 
Limited; and Iam not asking for a 
reduction in regard to them; but those 
firms are not manufacturing rotary” an 
pereussive rock drills. 

Mr. Greenz.—That is so. 

Mr. FOLEY.—In the general re 
on the axe, I nientioned berg thes 


certain Bg but the makers ep not ¢ 
terprise or initiative enough to produ 
a drill up to the standard required } 
the miners. If.the Minister (Mr. Greene) 
will assure me that he intends to giv 


discuss the matter further. are i 
Mr. CORSER (Wide Bay) [10.32]. 
ask the Minister (Mr. Greene) to conside: 
well before he agrees to reduce any of th 
duties in respect to this item. Walkers 
Limited, of Maryborough, Queenslan 
ane one of the most enterprising firms 
Australia, and the mere fact that certal 
machinery mentioned in item 170 is 
being made in Western Australia is no rea~ 
son why protection should be remove 
from those people who are making them 
in Queensland. In a letter to me, Wal 
kers Limited say— 


As you know, we have just laid news 
large steam-hammer, furnace, &c., costing 
thousands of pounds for the manufactur 
forging mill roller shafts and other hh 
forgings. Ae 


They point out that this schedule repre 
sents an increase of only 7% and 10 p 
cent. upon the duties of 1914, and the 
suggest the increase of another Th pe 
cent. They say— ce 


In this connexion I desire to draw your 
tention to the fact that large American, Ca 
dian, and British firms and combines — 
cularizing Australia and appointing age 


“over the State in connexion with the produ. 
tion of sugar machinery forgings, locomotives, 
and mining machinery. Firms like ours 
ghould ‘be protected against this propaganda. 
“We ‘received a circular from Messrs. Arm- 
strong, Whitworth, and Company quoting for 
Bid sugar-mill rollers. 


‘ 


; ‘There 3 is no doubt that an attempt is be- 
- ing made,by overseas manufacturers to 
dump in Australia some of the machinery 
_ that can be, and is being, ae ‘e 
* ‘Walkers Limited. 
Mr. Fenron.—Does that cue refer to 
rock drills? " 7 
Mr. CORSER.—The encouragement 
| aes by this Tariff has induced the firm 
_ to make considerable alterations and ad- 
ditions to its plant during the last twelve 
months, and when the two ships now be- 
ing constructed in their yards are com- 
pleted they intend to occupy the space 
that will be vacated for the manufacture 
of other articles protected by this sche- 
dule. I ask the Minister to make full 
‘Inquiry as to whether rock drills are being 
manufactured before he accedes to the 
‘request to decrease the duty. 
Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
- for Trade, and *Customs) [10.37]—We 
_ do not propose to interfere with the duties 
- ‘apon the articles to which the honorable 
. member for Wide Bay (Mr. Corser) has 
_ veferred. But we have made most care- 
ful inquiry since the Tariff was framed to 
“ascertain whether rotary and percussive 
rock drills and cdal-cutting machines are 
being, or are likely to be, made in Aus- 
tralia. 
‘mittee to agree to an amendment of sub- 
items © and F, but not to interfere with 
‘the other duties. There is no object in 
imposing a duty on a big industry when 
there is no compensation gained by the 
establishment of another dndistry. 
Sir Josrpn Coox.—wWe get a little ad- 
tional revenue. 
Mr. GREENE.—Certainly, the duties 
lo produce a little revenue. Duties have 
- been imposed on these rotary and percus- 
ve rock drills since 1914, and on rock- 
Db 


oring machines since 1908. 
Sir Joszepx Coox.—The latter. duty 
dates back further than that. 
Mr. GREEN a —And the industry has 
shits 


aie were free - wader. the 7908 
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I have decided ‘g ask the Com-_ 


t Me. aan a i anes and percussive. 


Tariff. — 9043 — 
Mr. GREENE.\—But they have been 
dutiable since 1914, and I see no pro- — 
bability of their being manufactured in 
this country. The Bendigo Amalgamated 
Gold Mines make drills for thei own ~ 
use, but otherwise none are produced hh 

Australia. I therefore move— 


That sub-item (E) be amended by adding — 
the following words:—“.And on.and after loth 
June, 1921, ad val., Britigh, free; intermediate, 

5 per cent.; general, 10 per cent.” 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) {[10: 40]. — 
The Minister (Mr? Greene) ought to have - 
taken honorable members more fully into — 
his confidence. The impression is con- 
veyed that the duties contained in this — 
schedule are paid by importers of ma- 


chinery, but, as a matter of fact, a little © 


while ago coal- -cutting machines were * 
placed by the Minister on the free list so 
far as the British preferential Tariff was — 
concerned, and a 10 per cent. duty imposed — 
for the general Tariff. When we come to 
item 174 (Machine tools apd appliances 
as prescribed by departmental by-laws), 
I shall ask the Committee whether the 
Minister is to be given the power to place 
any item. on the free list at his own sweet 
will. He recently regarded a tram rail as 
an appliance, which shows how elastic his 
conscience is in regard to such a matter. 
The man who.is anxious to bore for oil or 
to prospect for gold in the imterior is 
called upon to pay from 274 to 40 per 
cent. duty on the machinery he requires, 
whereas a coal-cutting machine, employed — 
in one of the most stable and profitable 
industries in Australia, is permitted to — 
come in free or on payment of a 10 per > 
cent. duty under the general Tarif. It — 
would be extraordinary for honorable 
members to uphold such a policy whereby 
the man who invests £10,000 in a copper 
mine, with the prospect of, perhaps, get-— 
ting no return for his money, is to be | 
obliged to pay from 274 to 40 per cent. . 
duty on the machinery Ke imports an 
Mr. Greene.—l{ the mining machinery a 
required by, such a man is not made in ~ 
Australia, the matter is reviewed by my- 
self, and in nearly every case that class 
of machinery comes in free of duty. NS 


Mr. GREGORY.—But that is the 
anomaly of the position. Honorable e 
members of this Committee should — 


realize their responsibility in this re 
gard, and fix the Tariff rates; that duty — 
should not be left to the Minister. “« 
The man who invests his money Asie 
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the stable and profitable industry of 
coal mining is permitted to import his 
machinery free of duty, or on the pay- 
ment of 10 per cent. duty under the 
general Tariff, whereas the man who in- 
vests his capital in a speculative venture, 
such as copper mining or in boring for 
oil, is called upon to pay up to 40 per 
cent. duty. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Sub-item F similarly amended. 

Item, as amended, agreed to. 

Progress reported. 


ADJOURNMENT. 
Export oF METALS. 


Motion (by Sir Josppnx Cook) pro- 
» posed— 


That the House do now adjourn. 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [10.49]— 
Some timé ago an embargo was placed on 
the export of metal, which had a serious 
effect upon the metal industry of Aus- 
tralia. After a lot of difficulty, we had 
the embargo removed, and I understood 
that there would be no further trouble. 
A little while ago, however, I received a 

letter from Western Australia about 
which I asked the Minister (Mr. Greene) 
a question, and instead of answer- 
ing it forthwith, he asked me to 
give notice of it. JI now enter my 
protest against an outside authority 
like the Australian Metal Exchange 
being given administrative control of 
the export of metals from this country. 
T do not know what powers this organiza- 
tion has been endowed with, but I draw 
the attention of the Minister to the tol- 
Icwirg complaint contained in a letter 
received by me from Messrs, Paterson & 
Company Limited, of Perth. They say— 

Some time ago we understood that metals, 

especially lead, could be shipped without a per- 
mit. Last week we received an order 
for 2 tons from Java, and there was a boat 
going out the following day, but before we 
were able to ship we were asked for our per- 
“mit, as the authorities had no advice of it 
being allowed to be exported. This meant that 
we lost the opportunity of shipping. 

Apparently they had not made applica- 
tion to the Australian Metal Exchange 
for a permit. I do not know under what 
authority the Minister insists—if he does 
insist—that any persons exporting metals 
from this country must obtain a permit 
and give full -particulars in regard 


_[REPRESENTATIVES.} 


-That is all the information that is re- 
quired. 


: Adjournment. ee 


to thesale and the place of export 
It is an extraordinary thing that ex- 
porters should have to give this small 
organization in Melbourne full informa- 
tion about the disposal of their products. 
I wish to know from the Minister if it is" 
necessary, when metals are being sent 
out of the country, that full information 
about the transaction shall bé given to 
the Australian Metal Exchange, and a 
permit obtained from that body. If so, 
by what authority does the Minister 
allow this organization to control ex- 
portation ? Ba 

Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Muinister 
for Trade and Customs) [10.53].—The 
honorable member mentioned this matter 
to me some days ago, and I must plead 
guilty to having forgotten it, having 
been much engaged with other busi- 
ness’ Therefore, J have not had an oppor- 
tunity to look into the facts. The position 
in regard to the exportation of metals is 
not exactly what the honorable member 
represented it to be. It is common know- 
ledge that at the outbreak of the war 
Australia, in common with the rest of 
the world, was in the hands of a great 
German Combine, so far as her base 
metal industry was concerned. Steps 
were taken to break down that Combine, 
and to deal with the difficulties which its 
existence had created. Now, although 
there is free exportation of metals, we 
are keeping a register—and shall do so 
for some time—of the movements of our 
metals, so that we may know where they 
go, and what becomes of them. There is 
a, possibility of other combinations beimg 
formed, and of our base metal industry 
again passing into foreign hands. = 

Mr. Grecory.—Cannot what is neces- 
sary be done by your Department with- 
out requiring all the particulars of sale? 

Mr. GREENE.—The honorable mem- 
ber has suggested that it is the Austra- 
lian Metal Exchange that grants permits 
for exportation, but that is not so. These 
permits are granted only by the Depart- 
ment over which I preside, They are 
granted on the condition that the ex- 
porters register the channel through 
which the metals are to pass out of Aus- 
tralia. So -far as I know, we do 
not ask for particulars as to the 
price at which metals are sold, but 
we insist on knowing their destination. 


As the Australian Metal Ex- 
change was in existence, the Government 


. thought that it would save expense in get- 
ting it to keep this registration instead 
of doing it ourselves. If the honorable 
member desires, I shall look into the mat- 
ter ‘Yurther, and see whether, without 
great additional expense, the whole busi- 
ness can be kept in the hands of the 
_ Government. 
Mr. Grecory.t—I think that the fullest 
particulars are required of exporters. 
a Mr. FoitEy.—yYes. The conditions of 
"sale and the price. 
| Mr. GREENE.—TI think that all that 
we want to know is the actual destination 
of the metals, but I shall ascertain what 
+ particulars are actually asked for. I 
know what it is that we wish to do, and 
if anything unnecessary is done to secure 
that object, I am prepared—and I think 
I can speak for the Acting Prime Min- 
ister in this matter 
+ Sir Josrrpa Coox.—Quite so. 
Mr. GREENE.—To dispense with the 
giving of particulars which it may be 
_ deemed objectionable to require. The 
Government have only one object in view, 
and that is to serve the interest of the 
- country by securing its safety. 
~ Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Re af3 ay 


House adjourned at 10.46 p.m. 


_ House of Representatives. 


Wednesday, 16, June,, 1921. 


_ Mr. Depury Spzaxer (Hon. J. M. 
Chanter) took the chair at 2.30 p.m., and 
-» read prayers. 


fia CENSUS. 

© Mr. FENTON.—1I ask the. Minister 
for Home and Territories whether he 
will be able to inform us before the 
session closes what is the population of 
each State, members generally being 
_. anxious for the information, because of 
the probable redistribution of seats? 
Mr. WISE.—I hope to have the figures 
to-day. 


CONFERENCE WITH SOLDIERS’ 
ae REPRESENTATIVES. ~ 


eae [15 Junz, 


for him to deal with. 


Hae Mae O RD 
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patriation said that it was his intention 
to meet in conference representatives of 
the Returned Sailors and _ Soldiers’ 
League, 
other bodies, to discuss matters affecting 
the welfare of soldiers, and that he 
would bring with him the Prime Min- 
ister.. Is the Minister now in a position 
to state when that conference is likely 
to be held? | | 

Mr. RODGERS.—-I promised to have 
with the organizations mentioned a~ 
round-table talk on subjects affecting the 
general welfare of the soldier, and that 
the Prime Minister would be present; 
but I was unable to obtain a fitting ap- 
portunity, and as the Minister for Re- 
patriation (Senator Millen) was on the — 
eve of returning to: Australia, I let the 
matter await hig return. It is now one 
I shall see my 
honorable colleague, and let the honorable 
member “have an early answer to his 
question. 


DUTY ON FENCING WIRE. 
Mr. GREGORY.—A_ great deal of 


fencing is being done by pastoralists in 
Western Australia with 14 gauge wire, 
and I have just received from that State 
a telegram in which these words occur— 

Amended duty on fourteen and_ lighter 
gauge wires will impose serious restrictions 
on fourteen gauge high tensile steel wire of 
which fair quantity used for fencing as duty 


will. be increased from four pounds ten to 
about eighteen pounds a ton. 


I do not think that it will amount to as 
much as that; but it will be over £14 
per ton. I wish to know whether the. 
Minister proposes to take action, so that 
14-cauge fencing wire may be put on the 
same footing as ordinary fencing wire. 

Mr. GREENE.—Will the . honorable 
member give me an opportunity to look 
into the matter? _ 

Mr. Grecory.—I spoke to the Minis- 
ter about it last Saturday. 

Mr. 
persons speak to me’on various subjects © 
that it is difficult to keep every conversa- 
tion in mind. 


if it be necessary, in order to get over 


It is not our intention — 
that fencing wire shall be included, and — 


the Fathers’ Association, and _ 


ae 


« 


GREENE.—Yes; but so many 


the difficulty, to increase the gauge from — 


14 to 16-gauge, or to take some action of 
that kind, we shall do it. 


ERG EL COMMISSIONSHIP. 
Mr. BRENNAN.—I have heard from 
a reliable source that His Royal High- 
ness the Prince of Wales has asked the 

Prime Minister “when his old friend Joe 
Cook is coming over to be High Commis- 
sioner.” Will the Treasurer be good 
enough to gratify the curiosity in. this 
regard of my old friend the Prince of 
Wales? | 


— Question not answered. 


\ 


“WAR PENSION ADMINISTRATION. 


Mr. ANSTEY (Bourke) [2.35 |.—(By 
 leave.)—A few days ago, the admini- 
stration of the Department which pays 
war gratuities and pensions was dis- 
~ eussed, and I had a few words to say on 
the subject. I have also approached the 
Acting Prime Minister about several 
- matters, and he has done what he could 
- for me. . But there is. one case about 
which I have been in correspondence with 
the Department for months, during which 
1 have received a letter from Mul- 
- vaney, dated the 23rd March, “re 1597 
_ Kent, 21st Battalion,” saying that he 
was in New Zealand; a letter from 
Cooley, dated the 31st March, saying 
that “1597 Private Kent, 21st Battalion,” 
had lodged application for gratuity in 
| New Zealand; a letter from Mul- 
 yaney, dated the 4th April, about “1597 
Private Kent, 21st Battalion”; another 
etter from Mulvaney, dated the 5th 
May, saying that they were still awaiting 
a reply from “1597 Private Kent” in 
_ New Zealand; another letter, dated the 
- 18th May, informing me that the delay 
in dealing with the matter was owing’ to 
ie fact (that “1597 Kent” 
left New Zealand; and another letter on 
the 23rd°May, in which the District 
_ Fimance ° Officer wrote that “1597 
Kent, 21st Battalion,” had, lodged claim 
with order to pay agent. Notwithstand- 
ing all that correspondence with the De- 
partment, when I wrote to the Acting 
_ Prime Minister, protesting against the 
delay, and saying that a deserted wite 
was concerned, I was told that the De 
partment had no knowledge of “1597 


not done about this case very soon, IL 
hall move the adjournment of the House 
ay after day until I get satisfaction. — 


had 


vivate Kent.” If something definite is 


would be with them. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—As th 
able member has put the case— 
course, his is an ex parte statement- 
last reply he has received is a ridi 
one. I shall have an inquiry m 
the ease. Ee ig 


CANADIAN AGRICULTUR 
“MACHINERY. 


Mr. GREGORY.—Will the Minister 
for Trade and Customs lay on the table 
the correspondence and cables sent to 2 
received from America. relating to 
prices. paid. by farmers in Canada fo 
ricultural machinery ? ee 

Mr. GREENE.—Yes; any ordina 
communications. I do not know 
some of the communications may not 
confidential. each 


NORTHERN TERRITORY 
_Non-PAYMENT OF Taxes. 


Dr. MALONEY.—In view of the 
that the people of the Northern Territ 
hold the record for voluntary enlistm 
and the per-head subscription for 
Red Cross Fund, and have no p: 
mentary representative, will the A 
Prime Minister consider the holding 
abeyance of the sentences passed wu 


residents of the Territory for non-pa 


- 
ay 


ment of taxes? ; 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—1 cannot 
now that these persons will have 
sentences remitted; but I have a 
to: give to another question on th 
subject. All these matters must 
the return of the Minister for Hom: 
Territories (Mr. Poynton), who has 
making an investigation on the spot 
whose genuine Labour sympathie 
few who know him will in the leas 
tion, Os a 

Dr. Matonny.—Hold over the sentence 
until the Minister returns. a 

Mr. Ryan.—They will have 
served by them ee 
_Sir JOSEPH COOK.—If so, the 
linquents will have learned the lesson 1 
they should stand up to their civ 
gations.’ ie aes 
Dr. Maronny.—If I were th 


f Namie _witl ‘the Bidaior re- 
senting the Minister for Repatriation 
n the table’ - the pose ag all papers 


aid y Cantal py tients fin ORs Mont. Park 
ay to Kew and sundry other 


a the nek laid on the table if the 
ies | 


IMPERIAL CONFERENCE. 


Aqgrenpa Paper. 


‘ Acting Prime Minister noticed a cable- 
gram stating that the House of Commons 
to be given the opportunity of dis- 
ssing the agenda paper for the Imperial 
onference; and, 1f the right honorable 
eceen is aware of the full contents 


SAVINGS BANKS. 
Rares or Iwrerust. 


] i MALONEY asked’ the Treasurer, 
Og SA Neh 1 


small ; idiveunta: poate in Vali State te tthe 
; een Savings Banks respectively in 


ie Commonwealth Suvites Bank, 33 per 


on excess deposits over £1,000, the maximum 
t-earning deposits being £1, 300. 

he power to fix rates of interest is spe- 

oe Die in _the ear of the Governor 


‘4 Me PARKER MOLONEY.—Has the 


made. 


. per annum up to £1 000; and 3 per cent. — 


 deavoured during the greater portior 


oe this een ae I can a no _ 2 


NORTHERN TERRITORY. 
REPRESENTATION IN PARLIAMENT. 
Mr. EWART (for Dr. Eagumy 
Pager) asked the Acting Prime mae er, 
upon notice— | 
When does the Government propose fs i ie | 
in legislation to secure representation of the — 
Northern Territory in the Federal Parliament? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The Govern- 
ment has submitted legislation with this 
end in view, and it. was "decisively rejected 
by the Senate. Any further proposals 
should, I think, await the return of the : 
Minister who has lately investigated the. 
conditions of the Territory. i 


POWERS OF POSTMASTERS. 
Mr. ANSTEY asked the Postmaster 


General, upon notice— 


1. Will he state under what provision of th 
Commonwealth Public Service Act, and by 
whose authority under this Act, has a post 
master in the metropolitan area of Melbourn x 
East been invested with authority to caution — 
or reprimand in writing an officer under his 
control, and to record such caution or repri- 
mand in the official records of the Departement 
against the officer? 

"2. Will he cause an instruction to ‘be issued 
that postmasters shall not assume a power i 
which, under the Commonwealth Public Ser- | 
vice Act, is vested only in the Chief Officer Notas 
the Department in a State? 


Mr. WISE.—The answer to the haa i 
able member’s questions is as follows -— , 
1 and 2. There is no provision in the Act | 


under which postmasters may assume a power — 


vested in thé Chief Officer. If the honorable 

member will furnish me with details of nee 
eases in which a postmaster is said to have | 
assumed such power, I will - have ana a! 


BURNETT LANDS. 
Mr. CAMERON asked the Acting 
Prime Minister, upon notice— 


1. Did the Government of Queensland or 
mally apply for a loan of £2,000,000 from ie 
Commonwealth Government for the purpos 
developing the Burnett Land  settlemen 
scheme? ; 4 

2. If so, upon what date? | 

3, Has the Commonwealth Government | 
sidered the matter and arrived at a de 
decision with regard thereto? ee 

4. If so, hag that decision been: officially co! 
veyed to the Government of Queensland? Al 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I have 


this morning to ascertain exactly what a - 
plications have been received im ia 3 


f oe Metal parts n.e.i. of h \ 
er sifted to the bottom, and when I am ee ong 
in a position to do so shall make a state- ~ Gane: general, 10 per 6e 


ment to the House concerning af. IT shall 


- However, I shall have the hee . (D) 


= 


do this in my own interests, because Af | poss tat se 
wa F Wet aie ages ine general, 24.; or ad val., 
find that in Queensland I am being “ies cont; Heleninedin aaa 


-eused of victimizing that State because veneral, 26; pee echt aaa 
there happens to be a Labour Government - returns the higher duty. 
in power there. Of course, this assertion (z) Metal parts of hay rakes (hg 


just about as true as many others pare ane ioe te 
re . - —Knife sections, and led 
which are being thrown about the country . 9/0. 4a val, (British, ees ame 


with so much recklessness and irrespon- : 5 per cent.,; general, 10 per « 


~~ gibili the present time. | 
eee ° Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [2 
a“ PAPERS. | No doubt the Minister (Mr. Greene 
: Th oe Hees seca yeas Meee reduce the duty on metal | 
i‘ [ees Gene Pap fa of reapers, binders, mowers, and 
ne Defence “Act—Regulations Amended—Statu- aes parr cn a — ot 
tory Rules 1921, No. 108. Hs ae 3 ye 
_ New Guinea Act—Ordinance of 1921—No. 6 “Mr, Greenz.—Yes, I shall do so. 


He ear: 


_.. —Expropriation. fe 

_ Public Service Act—Appointments of R. S. Mr. GREGORY.—In regard to the 
Neate on ba fog Evans, Attorney- dyty on reapers and binders, I w. 
te : es Government to strike out the ad ve 
ee TARIFF. rates. Increased duties having 
Sa Ne M placed on steel, I naturally assum 
In Commatiee of Ways and Means: the Minister would insist on ha 
Consideration resumed from 14th June higher fixed duty upon reape 


(vide page 9044) : binders if the ad valorem rate 
| struck out. In this schedule there is 
fixed duty on reapers and _ bin« 


*Motive power, engine combinations, and , iit Pap iS 
ower connexions are “dutiable under their re- £6 10s. British, £9 10s. intermedi 


P 
spective headings when not integral parts of £10 general, or an ad valorem dut 
machines, machinery, or machine tools, — 30 per cent. British, 40 per cent 
Site 171—- Pa or mediate, and 45 per cent. general, an 
Machinery, machines, and appliances :— importer of the machine pays whick 
_ (A) Hay rakes, horse, ad val. British, free; vate returns the higher duty. ~ M 5 
3 OL UBM Me per eae pee 10 geourse is to ask for a reduction of oe 
per cent.; and on and after ist Janu- | ee rae 
ary, 1921, each, British, £1 15s.;° Bue duty on the ae sub: < sf 
intermediate, £2 15s.; general, £3; oug es te recogaye t at wit 
or ad val., British, 30 per cent.; in- Minister’s concurrence I have no ¢ 
termediate, 40 per cent.; general, 45. of securing any reduction ; but I wan 
per cent., whichever rate returns the impress honorable members with the 
ene ae that the imposition of a 45 per cent. 


{p) Reapers and binders, ad val., British, ) : . 
free; intermediate, 5 per cent.; gene- against Canada, where most ofthese 


ral, 10 per cent.; and on and after chines are made, will mean pla 
_ Ist January, 1921, each, British, £6 big handicap upon the purchasers of 
‘10s.; intermediate, £9 10s.; general, hocHtise in Goramon arith! ote 


£10; or ad val., British, 30 per cent; ; me Fait 
intermediate, 40 per cent.; general, the cost of these implements has 


! 45 per cent.; whichever rate returns enormously, not only in Australia 
»).) the higher duty. ‘ is every other part of the world. T 
ie Cy Mowers, ad val.., British, free; iter- fore, L hope the Minister will see his 


mediate, 5 per cent.; general, 10 per 1 rae : : 
cent.; and on and after lst January, ©)©@t to make some reduction. Pri 


1981, each, British, £2. 8s.; inter- the 1908 Tariff reapers and binde: 
mediate, £3 15s.; general, £4; or ad on the free list. In the 1908 Tari 
val, British, 30 per cent.; inter- wag & pr PE EN malene thea due ; 


: - mediate, 40 per cent.; general, 45 per 7s Sepsis Coan 
cent, whichever rate returns the certain circumstances, but it d 


higher duty. on) 


| DIVISION V.—METALS “AND MACHINERY.” 


? 


reapers and binders were made duti- 
able at 5 per cent. under the general divi- 
' sion, and under the 1920 Tariff the duty 
was 10 per cent. until the 31st December, 
1920. The duties on this class of ma- 
'_ gchinery under the general Tariff were 
‘fixed to operate after the 1st Jan- 
wary, 1921, as follows:—Hay rakes, 
«£8, or 45 per cent.; reapers and binders, 
.~ £10, or 45 per cent.; mowers, £4, or 45 per 
- eent., whichever rate returned the higher 
duty, which, undoubtedly, owing to the 
high cost of this machinery, the ad 
valorem rate would do: These higher 
rates were enforced on reapers and 
binders, but in respect to rakes and 
mowers they were suspended until 
the Ist July of this year under a regula- 
_ tion framed by the Minister. | 
JI have already referred to the natural 
- protection afforded to locally produced 
- machines. The figures given by me on 
a previous occasion included the cost otf 
assembling, and in those I intend quoting 
there will need to be deducted from the 
natural protection an amount on that 
account. The natural protection on a 
 6-ft. binder in 1914 was 30 per cent., 
but owing to increased freights it 1s now 
61 per cent. The figures in respect to a 
_ '4-ft. mower are 39 per cent. in 1914 and 
_ 61 per cent. to-day, and on a 9-ft. hay 
‘rake 32 per cent. and 53 per cent. From 
each of these items we can deduct 10 
to 12 per cent. for the assembling of the 
_ ¢machines. The Minister for Trade and 
Customs (Mr. Greene) is compelled to 
‘add 10 per cent. to the value of the ma- 
chines under.the Customs Act, and a 
' 45 per cent. duty, on the present basis 
of commercial exchange, really» means 
Ham vimpost of a little -over 62 per 
. ent., so that protection, both natural 
and that provided by the Tariff, 
amounts to considerably over 100 per 
cent. on each machine. It is not my 
- intention to refer at length to the local 
productions, but we know that in Vic- 
_ toria last year machines were, produced 
by Mr. H. V. McKay at the Sunshine 
Harvester Works. These machines were 
inspected by some honorable members, 
and so far as one could judge they ap- 
peared to be particularly. serviceable. It 
is difficult, however, to judge their suit- 
bility except under actual working con- 
ditions in the field ; but there seems to 
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Tariff. 


be no reason why machines of this type © 
should not be manufactured in Australia — 
on a large scale. Knowing the policy of © 
the Government, I believe that some duty: — 
will bes imposed, although my personal 
opinion is that machines of this type — 
should be admitted free on account of the ~ 
Until last 
year reapers and binders had never been ~ 


natural protection afforded. 


made in Australia, but since then three 
or four machines 


9049 


have been manufac- — 


tured. The duty was made effective on — 
the ist January of this year, and up to 


that time machines had never been manu- 


factured in any quantity, although to-day ~ 
I beleve they are being produced some-_ 


what extensively. It is, therefore, to be ~ 


assumed that before the coming harvest 
manufacturers will be able to supply 


seme machines, although not sufficient to — 


meet requirements. 


Are we going to say 
that the farmers of Australia must pur- 


chase machines which have never had ~ 


what can be termed an effectual trial ? 


Mr. Warxins.—To what machine is 
the honorable member referring? 


Mr. GREGORY.—The reaper 
binder. 
ment asking for a reduction in the duty 
on the other types mentioned in this item. 
It is not my intention. to attempt to 
disparage in the slightest degree the pro- 


and 


ducts of Australian manufacturers, be- 


cause I have no wish to do so. JI would 
be very pleased if Australian manufac- 
turers were producing machines superior 


to anything imported into the Common- 
wealth, but at the same time we are not 


justified in compelling farmers to pur- 


effective trial. 
for a reaper and binder is based upon a 


10 per cent. duty, and if the importers. 


had not imported a large number of ma- 


chines in November and December last — 
‘on that basis the additional duty pro- — 
posed under this sub-item would im- — 
mediately be added, which means that — 
the imported machine would cost about — 
Even if the ma-— 
chines produced at the Sunshine Works — 
are superior ‘to those imported, which is — 
very problematical, it will not be pos- 
)1 meet _ 
the demand in the coming year, and a 
duty of 45 per cent., as proposed, will 

really mean an impost of 60 per cent. 


£130 instead of £102. 


sible for the manufacturers to 


i daa ‘ a vi S(t ¥ 
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I propose moving an amend- 


chase machines which have not had an 
‘The present price of £102 — 


jn addition to the natural protection, 
which is altogether preposterous. 


ey Mir 
ie tional, £30 or £40 on each machine. 


we Mr. GREGORY .—Absolutely. It ean- 
| ant be said that the business of Mr. 
a MeKay is not in a prosperous condition, 
and it has reached its present state of 
efficiency on lower duties than those now 
proposed. Very little of this type of 
machinery comes from Great Britain, 
and the duty on the general Tariff is 
what the farmer will have $0) payee L 
-“move— = * 

- That the following 
ssub-item (A) :— 
1921, ad val., British, 15 per cent.; intermediate, 
25 per cent.; general, 30 per cent. « 


Mr. ATKINSON (Wilmot) [2.57|.—1 
, ink the Minister for Trade and Cus- 
toms (Mr. Greene) should consider the 
“present prices of reapers and binders. i 
‘do not think there is, 
necessity for imposing any duties, but, of 
course, we are living under abnormal con- 
ditions, which are not likely to pre- 
“wall for any djength of time. ,Per- 
sonally, I think these duties should 
‘be deferred for a time, in order 
to see if Australian manufacturers 
are in a position to produce reapers and 
_ pinders in sufficient quantities to meet 
the demand. If Australian manutae- 
turers can produce machines in large 
quantities, 1 do not think they would be 
affected if the duty were deferred. In 
some of the States reapers and binders 
are used very extensively, but in Tas- 
mania we cannot largely use harvesters. 
Im certain portions of my _ elec- 
torate a few machines are in use, and I 
understand they are giving satisfaction. 
They are chiefly made im Victoria, at 
- the “‘ Sumshine” works. But the ate of 
Ls the farmers, especially the small men in 
- ‘Tasmania, ee aes and other reasons, 
-gannot use the harvester. Besides, a 
great deal of their crop consists of hay 
and oats, and a reaper and binder suits 
- them very much hetter than a harvester. 
I want to see the Australian machine 
used, The history of the ‘“ Sunshine” 
people, and of other Australian firms, 
_ affords good ground for expecting that 
any difficulties which may present them- 


words be added to 


ATKINSON. —[t means an addi- 


—‘*‘ And on and after 16th June, 


at present, any, 


x selves to-day in the manufacture of ithe 


Se ne Ss 


ie kind of iaplenene will 
come, In this instance, seeing 
ditions are abnormal, I suggest h 
Minister consider whether i would 
wiser to defer the duties for i a ma er 

ix months. | ee ae 


Mr. FENTON iter one T 2 
I cannot agree with the proposal o 
honorable member for Wilmot (M 
Atkinson). In the past the reaper a 
binder has been almost exclusively 
Pores the Australian farmer ie ae 


its Toca! FOS ‘Whether the mach 
have come from Great Britain 
America the farmer has had to pa 
through the nose for the past forty yea: 
The overseas makers have had a free r 
and have heavily exploited the Au 
lian market. If the total sum of 
profits made in Australia by for. 
manufacturers of these implements cou 
be authoritatively compiled and 
known in ‘this Parliament, the fg 
would prove astounding. The groun 
fear expressed by the honorable men 
for Wilmot is not a new one. ay 


ngge 
new Tariff, there will be a serious sear 
with resultant harm to the Australia: 
mer. ‘hat is an old bogy. As soo: 
there is a possibility of the 
manufacturer coming into compe 
wita the importer of the forei 
implement, the printing press thro | 
out the eountry is set m ae 
motion, and agents and representati 
the imported machines, from one end 
the land to the other, diligently spread 
tale that if the protective duty is re 


rvoosea yy machinery. The Craton) 1: 
Book shows the followmg particular 
importations of reapers, binders, a 
mowers :—1919-20, £69,000; 19 
£63,000: 1917-18, £84,000; 191 


the Tarifi—£131,000. The total for 

four years shows that £348,951 worth 
reapers and binders was imported 
Australia. From recent monthly returz 
supphed te the Customs Departmen’ 
found that from July, 1920, to Apri 
reapers and binders and mowers to 
value of £885 ,846 were imported; 
ic eich. M's this, brief term of 


mo Sarl practically equalled the total oth 
m the: previous four years. 
Mr, Greevn.—Not in numbers of ma- 
re chines: the actual number would be about 
two-thirds. 
| Mr, FENTON.—I am speaking of 
values. I accept the Minister’s estimate 
ah of the number of machines imported. 
! ' The facts and figures reveal the cunning 
of ‘the importer. This huge total has 
been imported from overseas since the 
Tariff was first tabled. The importers 
are trying, as far as possible, to smother 
_ the local imdustry, or prevent it from 
getting any standing in the community. 
As for the complaint that if the duty is 
agreed to there will be a disastrous cessa- 
_ tvon of importations, whereby the farmer 
will be stranded, the figures for the ten 
months which I have just quoted suggest 
that enough machines have been imported 
into Australia to supply primary pro- 
ducers for a considerable time to come. 


' Mr. Grseson—Are those machines in 
ted or will their importers be required 
to pay the higher rates of duty? Sup- 
pose that these rates are not confirmed, 
‘what would be the position then? 

- Mr. FENTON.—Suppose that this 
‘Committee were to wipe out the duties 
altogether. It would mean that those 
who had put tens of thousands of pounds 
into this new Australian industry would 
" lose all, and the infant-activity would be 
‘killed. And, at the same time, importers 
would have a free hand; and then the 
farmer would be made to pay. In the 
past, Australian manufacturers have had 
__ to put up with tactics such as I have just 
_ Andicated. It was a long time before the 
Federal Parliament came to their rescue 
and struck down the strangling clutch of 
_ the foreign makers. With the assistance 
F ee Parliament, once more, the 


ae le of eraicaian reap diy af bonkers 
manufacturers. It is 
' that there will be a good supply of 
“reapers and hinders, and mowers in 
_ this country for a ‘considerable time. 
Consequently the Australian farmer is 
“a are safe. There are enough rea- 


very apparent 


» Mr. Bett.—From where does the honey: . 
_®orable member get that information? a : 

Mr. FENTON.—From an exception- j 
ally reliable source. 

Mr. Brextit.—From 
source ? 

Mr. FENTON.—The honorable mem- : 
ber may be his own propagandist, but the 
figures I have quoted are taken from the — 
Customs Y ear-book. ; 

Mr. Beuiu.—Now the honorable mem- — 
ber has given me an answer to my isa 
tion. 

Mr, FENTON.—I merely allowed fie 
honorable member a little tether, and 
found that he was prepared to level accu- 
sations against myself and others which — 
were totally undeserved. If he has any — 
complaint ,to make in regard to the 
firures which I have quoted, he should — 
make it to the Customs Department. 

Mr. Bett.—The Customs Department — 
cannot tell us the requirements of the 
farmer for a season. 

Mr. FENTON.—In 1916-17, when we 
garnered a, bountiful harvest, reapers and 
binders to the value of £131,000 more 
than. satisfied the demands of Australia 
for the whole year. Obviously, there- 
fore, £335,000 worth of these machines 
will supply our requirements for two 
years. 

Mr. Brett.—The honorable member’s 
figures are quite worthless. 

Mr. FENTON.—They are not. I can 
count the number of votes which will be 
recorded in favour of the amendment sub- 
mitted by the honorable member for 
Dampier (Mr. Gregory), and I camnot 
conceive that they will number more 
than eight or nine. What following has 
he even amongst the members of his own 
party? The consensus of opinion of this 
Committee, from the time the Tariff was. 
introduced into this Chamber has been | 
overwhelmingly in favour of the encour- 
agement of Australian production. Havy- 
ing emerged from the storm iand stress of © 
a terrible war, all true Australians.desire — 
that this country shall be made as peo ‘ 
contained as possible. We possess all the — 
raw materials ta enable us to achieve that 
objective; we have workmen who are , 
second to none in the world from the 
stand-poimt of efficiency; .-and we have 
also the inventive genius which has suet ) 
plied not merely our own farmers, but : ‘ 
the farmers of other countries with some 
of the best agricultural implements that: t, 
are in use to-day. It is idle for any mam 


ai 


propagandish e 


$052 Tariff. 


Cd 


to say to the farmer, ‘‘ Here is a strong 


machine which will do splendid work for 
you.’’ He must prove that it is a labour- 
saving implement, which it will pay the 
farmer to use. If it will enable the 
latter to sow and reap his crops at a less 
cost than he has done hitherto, that is 
the kind of machine which will improve 
his position. I cannot understand why 
certain honorable members who profess to 
represent the farmers desire to prevent 
them from obtaining the best locally 
manufactured article at the lowest pos- 
sible price. 

Mr. Grecory.—We want them to have 
the best machinery in the world, 

Mr. FENTON.—The honorable mem- 
ber knows that Australia stands second 
to no country in regard to the’manufac- 
ture of improved machinery. If the 
local manufacturer be wiped out, the 
specialists who are engaged in the 
laboratories attached to our factories, and 
who ate devoting themselves to such 
tasks as perfecting, for example, the im- 
proved harvesters, will also be wiped out. 
These men are constantly receiving sug- 
gestions from outside sources as to the 
way in which certain mechanical con- 
_ trivances may be improved so as to make 
that machine more effective. Do honor- 
able members of the Country party wish 
to deny our manufacturers an opportunity 
of introducing such improvements? We 
have given to the world some of the best 
~~ implements which have ever been placed 
upon the farm, and if we are afforded an 
opportunity to do so, we shall produce 
even better machines. If we had manu- 
factured the 6,000 combined harvesters 
which have been imported into this coun- 
try, how much cheaper would our fac- 
tories have been able to turn them out? 
In such circumstances the overhead 
charges would certainly have been not 
more than they are to-day, and our far- 
mers would have been able to purchase 


these machines cheaper than they can at 


present. 

Mr. Marurws.— Massed production 
should be cheaper. 
~ Mr. FENTON.—It stands to reason 
that with massed production, assuming 
that the overhead charges were the same, 
our manufacturers would be able to manu- 
facture these machines at a cheaper price 
than that at which they are manufactur- 


ing them to-day. J am very sorry that 
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“just now, because I want to invite his 


“! Pome 


| Tarif. 


the Minister is absent from the Cham 


tention to a supplementary duty. Whilst 
the duties proposed upon reapers and 
binders in this schedule may be all right 
so far as the complete machines are con- 
cerned, it may be possible for the makers 
of them to import them in parts, and have 
those parts assembled in Australia, Con- 
sequently, the best thing we can do is.not 
merely to impose duties upon the com- 
plete machine, but also to impose a duty 
upon the various parts of it. This course — 
is absolutely necessary if we are to effec- 
tively protect local industry... For im- 
stance, the weight of a 6-foot reaper and 
binder is given in the Massey-Harris 
price-book as 15 ewt. 3 qrs. Of this 
total, the metal parts weigh, approxi- 
mately, 14 cwt. If the machine were — 
imported in parts to be assembled here, 
the duty on the parts at the rate of 24d. 
per lb. would amount to much less than 
the duty on a complete machine. It 
will thus be seen that unless departmental 
precautions are taken, the duty may be — 
evaded by this importation in pieces. “I 
understand that the Minister is proposing 
that the duty shall apply to machines al- 


ready assembled. eo 
Mr. Greunx.—The machines need not — 
necessarily be assembled. Nearly the — 


whole of this machinery comes in more 
or less broken down. ae 


Mr. FENTON.—How is the duty te 
be applied when a machinesis brought im 
in parts? An importer might bring im — 
three or four cases of parts which, when — 
assembled, would make two complete ma- 
chines, and the duty levied on those parts 
would bé less than the duty levied on the - 
complete machines. ae 


Mr. Greenz.—lIf it is a substantially 
whole machine that is imported in parts 
the machine rate of duty applies, but 
spare or duplicate parts come in under 
the parts duty. <a 


Mr. FENTON,.—I see that in respe 
of parts there is a duty of 12d. per Ib., 
British, and of 24d. per lb. under th 
general Tariff. Does the Minister thin 
that is sufficient? a : 


Mr. Greene.—I promised the honore 
able member for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) 
that I would move to reduce the duty om 
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Vacs to 9a. per Ib., as in the case of 
ater thigters, 


Mr. FENTON.—If the machines are 
brought in unassembled—if the parts are 
imported separately—the duty in respect 
of the complete machine may be wiped 
out altogether. The object of the im- 
_ ‘porters as to destroy the local industry. 
‘There is no reason why those who at pre- 
sent import parts for reapers and binders 
should not have those parts made in Aus- 
tralia. It is merely a question of the 
American manufacturers bringing out 
the necessary patterns. If that were done, 
' __ the parts could be produced here in large 
- quantities, and at a reasonable price. 
7 pone would anticipate that the importers 
- would take a step of this sort in the in- 
_ ferests of the farmers who have pur- 
_ehased their, machines. JI am inclined 
me to think: that the cutting down of the 
aes duty. on parts will lead to a considerable 
evasion of the duties on the complete ma- 
_ chine. 
Mr. Ritrey.—The importers will bring 
ae in the machines in parts instead of com- 


plete. 


: a -. Mr. FENTON.—That is what I fear. 
.» I shall, however, leave the matter to the 
| Minister in the hope that he will see that 
- the schedule is so framed that it will give 

8 _to the manufacturers here true protec- 
“tion, and will prevent any nefarious prac- 
Y a tices on the part of importers of parts in- 
~~ stead of completely assembled machines. 


a Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
B. 29].—The honorable member for Dam- 
pier (Mr. Gregory) has dealt with the 
% Odaty. on reapers and binders and on 
‘ mowers and hay rakes. JI can re- 
-* member’ mowers being made here long 
before the inttoduction of the newer 
___ fangled machinery. They were made at 
2 _ Footscray some thirty-five years ago; but 
eee the American mower was brought in, and 
drove out of the Australian market, not 
- only the locally-made article, but- that 
which hitherto. had been imported from 
the Old Country. If these mowers and 
hay rakes can be manufactured here, why 
-should we not encourage their local pro- 
duction? These importing firms are al- 
ready looking out for lands whereon to 
establish factories in Australia, and it is 
our duty to compel them, if possible, to 
arry on their work here... In this we 
__ ught to be helpedeven by the farmers, 


- 
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for it will ultimately prove to their ad- 
vantage. I know that two firms have 
already obtained land in Victoria, and 
that the arrangements for commencing 
work are nearly completed. 

Why is it that the honorable member 
for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) will mis- 
quote, or exaggerate, the natural protec- 
tion that exists for our manufacturers? I 
did not hear the whole of the honorable 
gentleman’s speech, but I think he said — 
there is a natural protection of 61 per 
cent. on the mower and 53 per cent. on 
the hay rake. 

Mr. Gregory. With ‘deduction of 12 
per cent. for the assembling. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—The following table 
shows the landed cost. and other particu- 
lars of a 4-ft. 6-in. mower in June of this 
Fear ty ‘ 


th 
s 
Qa 


Invoice cost, $77.00 converted at $4 
Sips Poe 
Ocean freight, 
67s. 6d. per ton 

Bank exchange 


ue 9 
cubie 
2 
he Ceara | 
Insurance Brag A AN 0 
0 
0 
Qo 


32 feet at 


Entry, clearing, and cabling 
Wharfage and stacking 


WVOAONhKL. ON 
Mom f= Ber eo em men Bn 


Cartage 
22 15 9 
Duty, 10 per cent. ad hahah hs: 
on £19 5s. VAN A 
2418 0 
Invoice price 19 5 0 
Total charges (except duty) 310 9 


Natural protection—18 per cent. 


Mr. Grecory.—What are you working | 
on—the manufacturing invoice price or 
the selling price? 

Mr. MATHEWS.—I am working on 
the imported price of the article—the 
price on which duty is paid. : ee 

Mr. Grecory.—That is mostly the 
manufacturing cost, and not the price of 
the machine, which is increased consider- 
ably here. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—How can we ascer- 
tain the natural protection otherwise than — 
by calculating the cost of bringing the 
article to Australia? What afterwards — 
takes place in Australia has nothing to. 
do with the natural protection. 

Mr. Grecory.—lI worked my figures 
out on the manufacturin ng price. . 

Mr. MATHEWS.—Perhaps the hon- 
orable member is making a mistake such 
as he admits having made in regard to 


_ Tariff. 


‘ing figures in regard to the landed cost. of 
 # 9-ft. hay rake this month :— 


ae He ie a 

Invoice. cost, $44.00 converted at $4 
iho the Lh 11.:0,..0 

. ee freight, 174 3 cubic feet at 
67s. Gd. per ton 110 0 
Bank exchange 02 4 
- Insurance iv. 8 
Entry, clearing, pad cabling 0 0 64 
- Whartfage and stacking Oe Ss -0 
‘Cartage... aA ates agen Bile B06 2 
Rete a 13. 70:0 

4 Duty, 10 per cent. ad valorem, 
Oe ‘ons Ua ON day ee Teer? 
144 2 
Invoive price Re ae DOs O 
‘Total charges (except duty) 2.08 


i oile ed protectien—18 per cent. 


‘When the honorable member talks about 
natural protection he ought to tell us 
what is covered by the term, so that his 
“arguments may be refuted, if he takes 
into account anything but the natural 
 eharges between the country of origin and 
Australia. 
Mr. Grecory.—I have specific cases of 
ae machines, with full particulars of the 
| eost) of importation. 
eoMr MATHEWS.—E. is tonvarkabie 
that every time the honorable member 
deals with the question of natural protec- 
tion he overstates the case. In the case 
of the hay rake the freight would have 
to be £6 10s., and, with the mower, £12 
“10s.; to arrive at the figures he gaye us. 
Is the honorable member not quite as de- 
-sirous as we on this side are of compel- 
_ ling those American firms to manufacture 
in ‘Australia if possible? 
- Mr. Grecory—I think we ought to 
| exe a certain protective duty. I do not 
see why those firms should be allowed to 
earry on here their business in another 
country without paying any portion of 
our cost of government. I wish, how- 
ever, to see competition. 
Mr. MATHEWS.—Does the tboriona ble 
member not think that there is enough 
gompetition in Australia? Does he wish 
hold up the foreign manufacturer as 
@ menace against our own manufacturer ? 


tion. here? 
: ‘Mr. ‘GREGORY. —Scientifie laws? 


Good 


the esiecibl ing 48 the also the follow- 


Does. he not think that we can, by scien- 
tific laws, prove for sufficient competi- 
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last year. 


Sl political thinking, that our 


al 


‘Ms. MATHEWS.—IE the 
member thinks otherwise, then ! 
admit, with me and those of 


economic system is useless. 

Mr. Grucory.—The more the int 
ence, the worse things get! 

Mp; MATHEWS. — The 
member has, certainly, the most 
ideas. He wishes to have the fo 
manufacturer as a menace agail 
manufacturer here—he can see no 0 
peer dag of oe the ¢ ease. ae 


cee that our r workers are ee 
and as petentara as ae in —_ WO 


tention ally is, ‘Be gt eh 
natural protection is useless where 
ing is resorted to; if he cannot see 
that is so, it is not my fault. cis: 


honorable member, who has a “ tie i 
bonnet ”’; and I, perhaps, shina not 
spoken were it. not that it might 
quently be said that his sireriemms 
gone unrefuted. fe 
Mr. BELL (Demewtt [3.38] — 
fears that have been expressed of the 
sequences of high duties on these ma 
are very reasonable, and are share 
the farmers of Australia. An extr 
nary high duty on reapers and bi 
will have the effect of limiting the 
ber of machines available for the com 
season. In spite of the figures quoter 
the honorable member for Maribyrnor 
(Mr. Fenton), there are good ground: 
the fears in this connexion ; indeed, I 
sider his ac nieee es worthless. 


seas last year, ‘ane cen ta ae 
available for next season. Obviousl. 
inereased importation was to mee 
demand oceasionsd by an extraordinari. 
good season. It must be remembered tl 
in the bad ‘seasons, such as that of 1915- ( 
when, at the same time, the prices of tl 
machines were high, farmers reno 
their old machines, and kept going in th 
hope of better times. That really wa: 
cause of the high demand for 
That git was: dey € 


‘G Ub: 


‘er i pit 


i imports. eked nanea 
s case, which is possibly more dan- 
‘ous than the fear of a shortage of sup- 
lies, is the increase in the price of the 
aper and binder. Such an increase is 
solutely assured if we add 45 per cent. 
to the existing duty, and we are actually 
adding 45 per cent., because up to this 
ar the reaper and binder has been free. 
_ spite of their oft-repeated statement 
at an increased duty does not mean an 
eased price, our high Protectionist 
ds. opposite will find it very difficult 
to convince the farmer that that is the 
because the farmer, although mute. 
ot lacking in intelligence. Some of 
friends who preach “the doctrine of 
e higher the duty the cheaper the 
icle” seem to think they are telking 
school boys or to unthinking people. 
If it were the case, there would be no 
son for asking for an inerease in the 
a If the yrage Se ae binder manu- 


10 : of 40 per sat, or 45 per Gent. obvi- 
y that tana Protection will be of 


on why the local manufacturers de- 


ge. I fully realize that it is of ney 
debate the question at length. The 
: mittee ee made up its mind on 


aoa in ee that ical at 


for the amendment proposed by the 
orable member for Dampier (Mr. 
). Still, those Adee the 


ture me ‘i interests cenerally. Al- 

hough I realize that we shall be fighting 
orlorn hope if we continue to batile 
easonable Protection, and nothing 


-eultural industr y. 


ay argue, . oe alone, in fect, is the’ 


than eight or nine members will. 


wealth 2. 


division. I am _ assured that a 
iter, I hope the Minister, when’ ‘deal ng. 
with reapers and binders, in particular, 
will be prepared to listen to the sugg 
tion of the honorable member for Wilme: 
(Mr. Atkinson) that it-may be advisable. fe 
to defer the duty lest the local manufac- — 
turer should not be able to supply the 
demands of Australia in the oon 
season. 


Mr. GIBSON (Corangamite) 3. ap! 
I recognise, with other honorable mem 
bers of the Country party who are ehdea 
youring. to do something in the interest 
of the primary producer, that our effort 
are hopeless, and only a waste of time; — 
but I fear that honorable members gene- 
rally are not looking at the serious im- — 
post which they are placing on the agri- | * 
The decline that has 
been taking place since 1913 is ER 
astounding. The Sydney Bulletin ge f 
week, in an article on “ The Burdened — 
Farmer,” showed that in 1900 there were 
67,136 people actively engaged in serie M 
ture in New South Wales. In 1907 
there were 69,163, which, the Bulletin 
remarked, was “wretchedly poor progress, — 
but still progress. The paper adds that 
that.was shortly before the “heroic loan — 
and settlement boom” began. In. 1919, ‘i 
when the latest estimate was published, — 
it was possible to trace only 50,881 of. 
these agriculturists. “If the same rate 
of decline takes place for the next nee 
one years,” says the Bulletin, “there will 
not be a solitary agriculturist ‘a : 
in New South Wales. K 

Mr. Warxins. — Does the Buleae 
show that there were that many less, o1 
that so many had retired on their 


Mr. GIBSON .—It shows that ther in 
dustry had declined, and that so man} 
had actually gone out of farming. Th 
honorable member knows what was sai 
by the deputation which waited on th 
Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook) the othe: 
day on behalf of certain farmers in New ~ 
South Wales. Those farmers approachec ge 
their own State Government last yet Mi 
and obtained a’ loan of £1,000,000 to 
carry on. The honorable member knows . 
also that they have had five of the worst > 


rt 


years ever known in the history of New 
Nes cal Hea 


‘The Bulletin’ Sure show 


that tie we Dn a oe a farmers in 
Tew South Wales, in twelve years, to 
ne number of 18 282. 


etin give the reason why they are goihg 
‘off the land? Does it ascribe this to the 
rotective policy? 


onorable member’s while to read the 
whole article, which shows the facts. re- 
garding the decline of agriculture in his 
own State. 

Mr. Parker Moroyny.—How do you 
onnect that with the Tariff? 

‘Mr. GIBSON.—I am showing that the 
Committee is placing on the farmer ad- 
: ditional imposts that will put him out of 
_ production altogether. 

Mr. Parker Motonry.—The Bulletin 
will not agree with you in that conten-. 
tion, 
Mr GIBSON.—The honorable mem- 
ber, like other representatives of New 
South Wales, is out for the highest pos- 


‘tive wall around Australia. 

Mr. Warxrys.—We learned that from 
he Victorians. 

Mr. GIBSON.—At one time, honor- 
le members opposite took the opposite 
ew of the- fiscal question. Why they 
ave turned their fiscal behefs upside 
lown is beyond my knowledge. All those 
1onorable members opposite who were 
Free Traders at one time are Protec- 
tionists to-day. In 1914-15, 7,372,000 
_ acres were under cultivation in Australia. 
_ Then followed the first years of the war, 
when we had 9,000,000 acres and up to 
12,000,000 acres under crop. Those were 
the record years for Australia, but in the 
post-war years there has been a decline, 
intil last year we put only 6,379, 000 
acres under crop. By increasing these 
i eee Committee is going ‘to make 


GIBSON, That ie mig felt 
oy ew South Wales, but the 


i was pusciient. At ie present coe 
he Victorian Government, are Baa 


Mr. ParkER Moroney. —Does the Bae 
members are placing on every 


Mr. GIBSON .—It is well worth the 


That alolaeue does nor take: ei, 


sible duties, in order to build a prohibi- 


ing ‘many men on 1 the lead 
alone, on the cheapest set ole 
machinery” that these men 
amount to £130. Therefore, h 


is being put on the land a tax_ 
The honorable member for | New 
(Mr. Watkins) has a son who is goi 
the land to grow wheat. 
man will have to put his ha 


count the extra money that will 


hack The Mane 
reapers and binders, said that th 
-a binder was 1,000 acres. > 
Mr. Ganmmie —I did not say | 
1,000 acres. I merely took that. as 
position. y 
«Mr, GIBSON —The Minister’ c 
are correct, although a binder mig 
alittle more service than that with 
management and care, gy 


ore you cut that area in a eo 
or man 

Mr. GIBSON. Sage the fare 
after his machine, he will Bek 
out of it. : 

Mr. Ropcrrs.—If he cut 500 ac 
two years, its life would be more 
he cut 1,000 acres in one years — 

« Mr. GIBSON, —The Minister 
ins the life of the machine | 
vicinity of 1,000 acres of hay, and 
fore, this duty it equivalent to an im 
of 9d. per acre for alltime on every 
of land under hay. It is really 
than the farmer’s municipal rates, 

Sir Josrpn Coox.—But we hav 
told that the duty a ne the m 
cheaper. . 

Mr, GIBSON.—I am vee ha: 
Minister is speaking ironicall 
knows perfectly well that the duty ; 
the other end. u hope that the new 


ne Ha We McKay will be just 
ncunced a success as the harv 
factured at the Sunshine w 
th : - 


Oye | Tang. 


Jam’ satisfied that if the Australian 
__ reaper and binder proves to be as good as 
the harvester turned out at Sunshine, as 
well as by Robinson’ and Company and 


one or two other manufacturers, competi- 


tien from American manufacturers need 
not be feared: The Australian machines 
stand alone. Very few farmers care to 
buy a stripper-harvester of American 
make, and I* repeat that if the McKay 

_ reaper and binder is as good as the Aus- 
. tralian harvester, this duty will not. be 
- required to protect the industry. And are 
- we going to place this tax of 9d. per acre 
on every acre of hay that is cut in Aus- 
tralia for the sake of one industry? It 
is absolutely unfair, and in sub-item B 


iy 
, 


. - Lintend to move that the duty be £10, £12, 


_ and £15. I trust that the Committee will 
‘give consideration to the interésts of the 
__wheatgrower, who will be vitally affected 
by this duty. Our wheat is worth 

_ £50,000,000 this year, and, as the Trea- 

- gurer said the other day, it is going to save 
_ the finances of the Commonwealth. It 
_. 4s practically the only taxable commodity 
that the farmer has, and, unfortunately, 
_ the tax will go into the pockets of the 
* manufacturer. I challenge the statement 
_- made by the honorable member for Mart- 
_ byrnong (Mr. Fenton) that if the duty is 
- not imposed, the primary producers of this 
- eountry will be at the mercy of the im- 
_ porters. . For many years our farmers 
__._- have been able to get their reapers and 
_~ binders at £38, £40, and £41, but it ap- 
‘pears that, from now onwards, they will 
be éalled upon to pay anything from £98 
to £105, and probably more. I intend to 
«support the amendment moved by the hon- 
rable member for Dampier (Mr. Gre- 
gory. I remind the Committee that 
_ duplicates represent a very important 
‘item to the farmer because he is replac- 
img parts of his machine from time 
to time. There are scores of old 
out-of-date machines in use through- 
ut Australia. The machines are not 
_ now being imported, but the parts are 
, oming in and are dutiable. In order to 


going a little time longer, I think the 
duty on these parts should be at the same 
rate as the old machine itself. 


_ 73.55].—I cannot allow the statement 
made by the honorable member for 
Corangamite (Mr. Gibson) to go unchal- 
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_ enable the farmers to keep the machines’ 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY (Hume). 


Laruff.  . ict EER 


= 


‘lenged. I object to the contention of 


honorable members in the Corner that 
they alone represent the views of the 
primary producer, although I realize the 
truth of the saying that if you repeat a 
statement often enough, although it may — 
be fallacious to the last degree, 
eventually you make yourself believe 
there is something in it. The honorable 
member for Corangamite is quite justified 
in stating his point of view if he really — 
believes what he is saying; but he has no _ 
right to assume that he is also putting 
the views of the man on the land. 

Mr. Grsson.—I think I am. 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—The_ 
honorable member has a perfect right to 
think that way if he likes, but I con- 
scientiously believe otherwise, and so I 
am not going to accept his statements. 
He said something about the condition 
of agriculture in New South Wales in 
recent years, J remind him that New 
South Wales has passed through an un- 
precedented drought, and that, with the 
exception of last season, the interests of 
the farmers in that State suffered very — 
much owing to mismanagement of the 
Wheat Pools. This, I submit, caused 
many of them to go out of agriculture. I 
object to the honorable member quoting 
from the Sydney Bulletin, and allowing 
honorable members to believe that the 
Bulletin. supports his contention as to the 
reason for this decline in agriculture. It 
would have been much fairer had the 
honorable member read the whole of the 
extract. He would then have shown 
that the majority of the farmers who had 
given up wheat-growing had merely 
changed this form of occupation on the 
land for another. The honorable mem- 
ber knows that the policy of the Bulletin 
is to encourage the establishment of Aus- 
tralian industries, and that it describes 
his attitude on this subject as a ‘‘ hideous 

superstition,’’ to use its own words. 
Mr. Grsson.—And it points to a de- 
cline in the biggest industry in Australia. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—The 
point is that the honorable member gave 
us the impression that the Bulletin was 
with him in contending that in building 
up our secondary industries, we were 
driving the agriculturist off the land. 
Mr. Gisson.—I never suggested that at — 
all. ‘ 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Why — 
did the honorable member quote it then? — 


Tariff. 


decline in 


ee) Mr. Gisson.—To show the 
: agriculture. : 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—But how 
could the honorable member expect to 
connect that newspaper extract with this 
discussion on the Tariff? I claim to know 
jomething about the conditions of the 
' wheat-crower in New South Wales, and 
_ I repeat that the temporary decline in 
_ wheat-growing is due largely to the gross 
mismanagement of the Wheat Pools in 
- New South Wales, but that the farmers 
_ there ceased wheat production for, the 

time bemeg only to take up some other 
rural occupation. 

Mr. Gisson.—You say that the action 
of the Government has driven men off 


[REPRES ENTATIVES.] | 


_ the land in New South Wales, and IT say - 


_ that the action of the Government in this 
matter is going to have the same effect. 
Mie PARKER. oMOLONEY.—The 
"honorable member is only assuming that 

something like that will happen. He 
knows that the Tariff had nothing to do 
with driving farmers off the land. 
Mr. Greson.—I never suggested any- 
- thing’ of the kind. | 
"Mr. PARKER: MOLONEY.—I am 
glad to have that admission. Why did 
‘the honorable member quote the 
Bulletin? 
Mr. Gregson. —Simply to show the de- 
¢line of agriculture in Australia’? 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—For the 


ve first time in five years the Wheat Pool 


in New South Wales has been properly 
managed, and as a result of that manage- 
Lent and a good season the last yield, 
about 60,000,000 bushels, was the best for 
Jmmany years, © ‘That fact is a complete 
answer to the statement of the honorable 
_ member that men are going off the land. 
If I believed that the imposition of these 
‘duties would have a detrimental effect 
_ apon the man on the land, I would be op- 
a posed to them. But I believe it to be in 
the interests of the farmer to establish 
_Jocal manufacturing industries and create 
‘a better local market. The honorable 
- member for Corangamite, instead of 
reading matter that was irrelevant, 
_ should have endeavoured to answer my 
argument of last night in regard to 
_ reapers and binders. On Ist September, 
| 1920, Massey-Harris and Company 
Me quoted in their own price-list the 6-foot 
_veaper and binder for delivery in 1921 
ft £130. 


i 


oe firms anaes to manu-— 


-honorable members in the Coren 


taken up by some of the members of 


lat 


Massoy-Harris aie Giana 
themselves confronted with local 
tion they reduced their price by 
Local industry meant a gain of £24 - 
machine to the primary producers, al 
T am endeavouring to retain that 1 
tage for them. When the honorable m 
ber for Corangamite was. on this feet 
made no endeavour to answer that 

ment. im 


Mr. Grecory. — I explained 4 it 
last night. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. a e 
no satisfactory explanation of a | 


say that the supporters of these duties 
opposed to the interests of the ma 
the land, are contradicted by the ° 
history of fiscalism. The Minister 
Greene) last night advanced an argumen 
which honorable members in the corn 
did not attempt to refute. Indeed 
figures he quoted from actual price li 
were unanswerable. It must be remem 
bered that the Minister represents 0: 
the largest primary producing elee 
in Australia. I, too, represent a co 
constituency which is second to no: 
the electorates represented by mer 
of the Country party. Government s1 
porters and members of the Oppositi 
represent more country electorates th 
do the honorable members in the co: rie 
who are not unanimous on this se 
of eid gt duties. 


agree with the attitude adonied. by 
Deputy Leader (Mr. Gregory)? I bo 
think he does. Last night I quot 
speech made by the honorable m 
when he was contesting the Maribyr 
seat, and I could employ no better a1 
ment to prove how illogical is the atti 


party. Those honorable members w 
are opposed to these duties have a perfec 
right to express their own views, but th 
have no right to claim that they 
speaking for the primary produc 
Very serious Begs i oe may follow 


chines. Last night the Ming 
to. a oes oF eee on heb 


PARKER MOLONEY.—I am 
orry o hear that. 
ving with one hand and taking away 
ith the other? 

Mr. Greenz.—It will not have that 


in a reaper and binder the 
At. Farts weigh 14 ewt. If the ma- 
_ chine were imported in parts to be as' 
sembled in Australia, and the duty on the 
‘parts were 24d. per Ib., the total paid 
would be less than the duty collected on 
‘the complete machine. If that were so, 
he effects would be serious, unless de- 
irtmental precautions were taken to see 
_ that the duty was not evaded by the im- 
‘portation of machinery in pieces. 
_ Mr, Greenz.—F shall deal with that. 
_Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—T see no 
dvantage in imposing a duty on the com- 
leted article and taking it off the parts. 
£ course, instructions may be given by 
the Department to adjust the duties. 
_ Mr. Berz.—Make the poor farmer buy 
new machine every year. 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—That 
sort of talk does not strengthen a bad case. 
‘The farmers are too intelligent to be in- 
fluenced by that talk, and they do not 
hank anybody for referring to them as 
he “poor farmers.” A fallacy such as is 
preached on the question of a Tariff by a 
tew honorable members of the Corner, al- 
though repeated a thousand times, never 
becomes a truth. 
Mr. Greson.—I intend to move for a 
duty of £15 on every binder imported. 
_ Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—This is 
what the Bulletin says about the attitude 
of the honorable member and his party 
towards the Tariff :— 


Gibson asked for a duty of 6s. per ewt. on 
reign-grown onions and got it. 
of the Country party, and the public expect 
hear less in futuré from the disgruntled 
ority of his colleagues about. the iniquities 
he Tariff. A Tariff which can save a body 
armers from the extinction to which Free 
ade would inevitably condemn them, de- 
ves something better than the cheap "gibes 
‘owse and. “Gregory. In truth, the fiseal 
| ey of the Commonwealth is a policy for the 
producer. It has saved him in the past from 


being eplottea by the makers of foreign ma-— 


l and implements, it. is saving: him at 
esent from the operations of cheap labour 
petitors eins mice rola there Son be 


“What is the good of. 


old, heedless, 


He is a mem- 


f : 4 s, j ih ae EOTae 
ful times if the Tariff didn’t prevent it—and it 


is providing him all the time with the best and 
safest of all markets, a home market. The war 
and the post-war slump have shown how utterly — 
impossible it is for Australia to continue its — 

and shiftless is ers, ee 
foreign markets. ih 


The ACTING CHAIRMAN | (Mr. 
Fleming)—I am afraid that that has. 
nothing to do with the item under dis: ; 
cussion. , 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—At any 
rate, | commend the passage to the ere 
of the honorable:member for Corangamite 
(Mr. Gibson). When he quotes from the 
Bulletin, he should read all that appears — 
therein, and not endeavour to make the — 
Committee believe that that publication — 
supports him in a policy which is detri-— 
mental to the primary producers, as well 
as to the secondary producers and the 
people at large. | 

Mr. Grsson.—The official organ of the!” 
Labour party advocates the boycotting a 
our butter, and objects to immigrants 
coming to this country to give us the local — 
market which you say you wish our ci 
mers to have. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. The 
members of the Labour party, on ‘an 
occasion which my honorable friend will 
remember, were ready to give our pro- 
ducers of butter a higher price than those. 
in the Corner party would agree to. That. 
statement can be proved by referencs to 
Hansard. ‘There is no agricultural im-~ 
plement industry in my electorate, so that 
I have no selfish interest to serve in advo- | | 
eating a protective policy. All the evi- — 
dence that I can collect shows that where 


there is protection of secondary industries _ 


and local competition, the primary _pro- 
ducer fares better than where there is no 
local competition. The farmers of New 
Zealand and the Argentine, under Free- 
Trade, are infinitely worse off than those 
of Australia. It is worthy of notice that 
only two or three members of the Corner — 
party are supporting its Deputy Lender, 


in this matter. 


Mr. Gruéory:—I had a strong letter 
from Albury a few days ago. ane 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Yes; and 7 
the honorable member deserved it. The Me 
honorable member, if he went to Albury 
would find that a majority of Ie electors 


9060 -— Larwff. 

Mr. Grsson.—Some of the honorable 
members of the Labour party, if here, 
would vote with us, as they have done 
before. That is not a united party. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—The hon- 
orable member cannot get even the mem- 
bers of his own party to vote with him. 
‘There are in the: Labour party as many 
representatives of country districts as are 
_to be found in"the Country party. 

Mr. Cuariron.—And the people of 
Albury always supported a former honor- 
able member for Hume (Sir William 
Lyne), although he was the strongest 
Protectionist in the House. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Yes; as 
the honorable member states, one of my 
predecessors, Sir William Lyne, was the 
strongest Protectionist’ in the House. I 
do not think that a majority of the elec- 
tors of any district in Australia believe 
that the destruction of industries will 
benefit the primary producers, or any one 
else. It is to the advantage of a young 
country like this to have industries. Hon- 
_ orable members who support proposals 
like that of the honorable member for 
Dampier (Mr. Gregory) will not come 
into the open and say, “I believe in 
Free Trade,” because they know that Free 
Trade is dead, and that no large number 
of electors is in favour of that policy; 
they say, “ We do not want high duties. 

We desire moderate protection.” 
_ Myr Grssoyn.—Adequate protection. 

Mr, PARKER MOLONEY .—-To prove 
that moderate protection is a good. thing, 
they draw attention to the alleged bene- 
fits that the producers of Free Trade 
countries are supposed to enjoy. 

Mr. Grecory.—The: honorable member 
complains of the existence of monopolies, 
and then does his best to build them up. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY .—Whai 
utter nonsense! As I have already 
stated a dozen times since the Tariff 
debate began, if the Labour _ party 
were in power, we should apply the 
New Protection; but, not being. in power, 
we have to eniie ES the Old Pro- 
tection and Free Trade. Under Free 
Trade, monopolies are built up outside the 
‘country: and if there be any danger of 
“monopolies, I prefer to have them in this 
country where we can control them, 
rather than overseas and beyond our con- 
trol... I rose, not to go over the figures 


¢ 
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. the men on the land. 


Fenton) and Hume (Mr. Parker Molo- 


| Tariff. | 


that I have already given, ; 
challenge the statement of the honorable 
member. for Corangamite, and show tha 
it was not fair for him, in putting his” 
case, to claim‘that his views were: those of ‘ 


Mr. GREENE (Richimond—-Maae ta for : 
Trade and Customs) [4.21].—I wish to 
deal first with what has been said by the 
honorable members for Maribyrnong (Mr, — 


ney) about the importation of parts. 
They contend that machines may be im- 
ported in parts, and that thus the inten-— 
tion of the Tariff will be frustrated. That, 
however, will not occur. On page 395 of 
the Official Tariff Guide 1908-11, there is © 
to be found this interpretation of- parts, — 
which has been duly gazetted, and, under 
the Customs Act, is, therefore, the law - | 
the land :— 


In pursuance of the powers conferred onume | 
by the Customs Tariff 1908-11, I hereby direct 
that parts of any article, machine, or appliance — 
shall, although specifically or generically pro-. 
vided for in the Tariff as parts, if imported 
with any such article, machine, or appliance in- 
a complete or substantially complete state, be 
classifiable under the Tariff item applicable to 
such article, machine, or appliance. Articles, 


machines, and appliances shipped in an un-~ 
assembled condition, ready, or practically — 
ready, for assembling, shall be ‘treated ae 


though actually assembled. 


When all the parts that make up a ma 
chine are imported, they: are treated for 
duty as if they were assembled; but when 
parts are imported separately, as certain 
wearing parts are imported, they are duti- 
able as parts. It would be impossible to — 
evade taxation by importing parts as parts 
and then assembling them. . 
Mr, Cuartton.—What is to prevent | 
that from being done? ae 
Mr. GREENE.—It could not be donee ee 
to any extent without the Customs officials 
becoming aware of it. Item 167 of the 
Tariff, dealing with parts of reaper 
threshers, has been in the Tariff since — 
1908-11. The machines are dutiable under” 
another item, and the parts pay a special 
rate. It has never been suggested that the © 
law is evaded, although these machines — 
are always imported i in parts, that is, un- 
assembled. me 
Mr. Grecory.—If what is feared ae 
being done, the Department would 
promptly take action. ior 


Tariff. 


ap ae GREEN E.—Importers have to de- 
© elare the nature of the goods they import, 

and if they imported as parts what were 
| not properly dutiable as parts, they 
would be liable to severe penalties, and 
“would be prosecuted by the Department. 
The experience of the Department indi- 
cates that there is no fear whatever that 
the duty will be evaded by these machines 
being imported in parts. 


——. 


Mr. Grecory.—That is an evasion I 
had no desire to assist when I made the 
suggestion I put forward last night. 


Mr. GREENE.—I am quite sure the 
honorable member did not have it in 
mind. Last night, the honorable member 
 ealled me to task for not having consulted 
the Board of Trade in regard to these 


matters, but this is one question upon 


. which that Board was consulted. The 
_ origin of the industry affected by this 
item lay in certain negotiations which 
teak place between the Minister for Re- 
_patriation and ‘the Australian agricul- 
tural implement makers, with tue idea of 

| Roredting work in special industries for 

_ returned soldiers. A proposal to this end 
was submitted to the Board of Trade, 
which considered it and made a unani- 
mous recommendation upon it, which we 

*s have iucorporated in the Tariff. There- 

_ fore, although I fee} strongly inclined to 

~ meet the request of the honorable mem- 
ber for Dampier, I am in this difficulty, 
that I feel that I am obliged to give ex- 

pression in the Tariff to the definite 
undertaking arrived at as a result of these 

' negotiations. I have never held that 

_ these duties will be passed on to the 

_ farmer. ‘The evidence we have had is the 

_ clearest indication possible that they are 

not passed on. Before this particular 

pay came into operation, the importing 
firms hhad raised their price to £98 in 

- Australia, in New Zealand, and in Great 

- Britain, where no duty is "imposed upon 

them, to the farmer the price is £97 

and £92 10s. respectively. The Austra- 
lan manufacturer is now supplying these 
implements at his works for £95. It is 

_ quite evident, therefore, that the duty is 

not being passed on to the farmer. 


_ Mr. Grucory.—The importers .assert 
eae if they are called upon to sa the 
2 that 
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Mr.. GREENE.—It will be some time 


before the importers are obliged to fall 
back upon further importations, because 
they have taken all sorts of care to have 


a sufficient quantity on hand. The hon- 
orable member for Maribyrnong (Mr. 
EF enton) has already informed the Com- 


inittee that during the last ten months 


as great a value of these machines have 


been imported as were imported during ~ 


the preceding three years. 


Mr. Gisson.—The honorable member 


quoted values, but not the actual num- 
ber of machines. 
these machines during the last ten months 


would be nearly double what they cost 


prior to that. 


Mr. GREENE. We all know that the | 


price of these machines has been going up 
steadily for years past. The total value 
of importations during the years 1916-20 
was £349,000, whereas during the last 
ten months the value of the machines 1m- 


ported was £336,000. Even allowing that 


the price has doubled—and I doubt whe- 
ther, on the average, that is the case—as 
many machines have been imported in 
the last ten months as were imported in 
about two years prior to that period. 
These facts indicate quite clearly that the 
importers have already provided their 


full requirements for the ensuing harvest, 


and that these machines are already in 
Australia. In any case, the history of 
the agricultural implement industry in 
Australia shows that the duties have not 
been passed on to the farmers, and that 
the importing firms, in almost every case, 
have had to take a smaller profit because 


of the fact that it was impossible for them | 


to stand up against the competition of the 
local manufacturers if they attempted 
to pass the duty on. The state 
ment of the honorable 
Corangamite (Mr. Gibson) that these 
duties represent a charge 
9d. per acre on the farming industry 


is very wide of the mark, and cannot. 


possibly be substantiated. So far from 
the duties being: passed on, 
verse is the ease. 


turer is turning out these machines at 


£95, as against ‘£97 or £98, to which the 
importing firms had raised the price be- 

‘There-_ 
is Saving.” 
the Australian farmer from some of the 


fore the duty became operative. 
fore, the local manufacturer 


Danse 


The invoice price of 


member for 


of about 


the) rés-5 
The local manufac — 


ay Tange” 


arges which would have been imposed 
on him if there had been no local manu- 
facture. In view of the unanimous re-. 
- eommendation of the Board. of Trade, 
and the definite undertakings entered 
 anto, if this industry were established, 


with a view to employing, as it is employ-._ 


img, a large number of returned soldiers, 
the Government must stand by what has 
been done, whether it is right. or wrong. 
I am not saying that it is wrong, There- 
fore, although I did feel inclined to 
meet the honorable member, but not .to 
go to the length the honorable member 
for Dampier has suggested in reducing 
this duty, I feel that the Government are 
obliged to stand by the undertaking 
“given which for the moment I had over- 
 Jooked. 
Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [4.38|.—I 
am sorry that the returned soldier has 
‘been brought into this question, but as 
he has been brought in, I merely wish to 
say that an enormous number of returned 
soldiers have been put on the land, an. 
' Im spite of the Minister’s fantastic pre- 
' dictions, they will be called upon to pay 
this duty. 
_ Amendment negatived. 
Amendment (by Mr. 
_ posed— 
"That the item be amended by adding the 
following to sub-item (p):—‘‘ And on and 
after 16th June, 1921, per 1b., British, 13d.; 
_ amtermediate and general, 2d.”’ 
Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
‘{4.40|.—This amendment which, ap- 
parently, the Minister is making m ac- 
- gordance with his promise to the honor- 
able member for Dampier (Mr. Gregory), 
will undo in connexion with this industry 
everything carried out by the Govern- 
ment in the negotiatrons referred to by 
the Minister. Of course, the Minister 
explains that he will see that these ma- 
_ ehines do not come in as parts, but he 
- will be giving his officials a particularly 
_ arduous task to perform. Furthermore, 
Iam quite certain that the importers will 
growl that they are being imposed upon 
if they are charged full duty ‘upon 
parts which, when assembled, will form 
portions of a full machine. Under this 
proposal the assemblers of the parts will 


GREENE) pro- 


will enable such firms as the Massey- 


inl al 


workers. The Minister for 


ment supporters in the future. | 


*be able to import at reduced rates which | 


larris Company, which are the biggest 
sweaters in Australia, to underpay their 


Customs (Mr. Greene) has hano 
assemblers over to the tender merci 
the Massey-Harris Company and the 
ternational Harvester Company, 


ister, and that is why he has shown 81 
weakness. We on this side have x 
any assistance from the supporters + 
Government, or the members 0: 
Country party, and it appears that 
honorable members are making prepa 
tions for the next election. If the 
maining items in the Tariff are to 
dealt. with in this way, we are not hi 
to get much assistance frem t 
porters of the Government who ai 
posed to be strong Protectionists. — 
Mr. Greenz.—To what is the 
able member objecting ? Wee 
Mr. MATHEWS.—To lower du 
parts. The Minister knows that r 
duties will enable importers to take 
vantage of local manufacturers. — 
Mr. Greene.—I am perfectly satishe 
that they cannot get any advantag 
Mr. MATHEWS.—Will the Minis 
say that if parts were admitted free,” 
importers would not derive benefit? _ 
Mr. Greene.—They would get a slig 
advantage. They are really nob g 
any benefit because it 1s an alternati 
rate. ee 
Mr. MATHEWS.—The Minister k 
that the owner of a machine is in | 
carious position if he cannot obt 
necessary parts at a, reasonable pr 
Mr. Grecory.—Would the hono 
member favour the prohibition of 
portations to compel farmers to usé 
locally manufactured machine?  —__ 
Mr. MATHEWS.—That would 
real Protection. Farmers could, . 
pose, secure their requirements by pi 
chasing machines outright, and 1 
securing parts at a reasonable pric 
know it is useless hammering away 
this matter when the supporters of 
tovernment and the members of 
Country party are united, but I shall 
pect more assistance from the Gov, 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (Illawa 
[4.44].—The honorable member for 
bourne Ports (Mr. Mathews) seen 
think that the best support one 
to a Tariff is to delay it. He woul 
render ing greater assistance if hi 


less time so that we could get on with 

-» the work kefcre us. 

Amendment agreed to, 

: Item, as amended, agreed to. 

Item 172— | 

Oe ' Mangles, clothes wringers, and clothes wash- 

ing machines, for household use, ad val., 

_ British, 12% per cent.; intermediate, 20 per 
-ecent.; general, 25 per cent. 


Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) [4.45].— 
* Will the Minister for Trade and Customs 
_ (Mr. Greene) inform the Committee what 

Australian industry wil! be encouraged if 

_ the duties proposed under this item are 
imposed? At present, we have not any 
_ factories manufacturing mangles, clothes- 

wringers, clothes washing machines, 
vacuum cleaners, and other such articles 
required for household use, and if it is our 
desire that the arduous work of women 
should be lessened, these machines should 
be admitted either free of duty, or at a 
very low rate. I do not know of any 
factory in the Commonwealth manufac- 
_ turing the machines enumerated in this 


‘Mr. Grecory.—Was it not worse to 
impose a duty on sewing machines? 
Mr. RILEY. — Sewing machines 
should be made in Australia. What bene- 
fit is likely to. be derived by imposing 
duties on the machines mentioned? These 
“necessary machines should be made avail- 
able at the lowest possible price, and, as 
they are not manufactured in the Com- 
monwealth, the imposition of duties is 
altogether unnecessary. 
Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
for Trade and Customs) [4.47].—I have 
‘been informed that these machines are 
being manufactured in Australia. The 
duty on importations from the United 
_ Kingdom is the same as it has been for a 
number of years, and the general rate has 
been increased by 5 per cent. It is a low 
rate, and as there is a certain amount of 
manufacture being carried on in the Com- 
-monwealth I ask the Committee to agree 
to the item. 
Item agreed to. 
Item 173— 
(a) Weighing machines, including comput- 
ing weighing machines; weighbridges; scales 
and balances, n.e.i., including computing scales 
and balances; tanners’ measuring machines; 
_ chemists’ counter scales; spring balances and 
teelyards;. weights n.e.i,; cash registers; com- 
ined bagging, weighing, and sewing machines, 
_val., British, 273 per cent.; intermediate, 
per cent. ; general, 40 per cent. — 


oe 
yy 
a 
" 
i 


[15 Jonz, 1921.] 


weights therefor,.ad vail., British, free; inter-— 
mediate, 5 per cent.; general, 10 per cent. 
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(B) Balances, viz., analytical and assay, sen- Be 
sitive to less than a 3% milligram, including ~ 


GREENE (Richmond—Minister 


Mr. 
for Trade and Customs) [4.48].—I 
move—— 


That the item be amended by leaving out the 
words “cash registers.” 


I mentioned this matter last night, and 
said that cash registers would be included © 
under another item. 

Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
[4.49].—I do not think the mechanical 
portion of cash registers is so complicated 
that they cannot be manufactured in Aus- 
tralia. Under an Act of Parliament it 
has been provided that if manufacturers — 
do not commence to produce locally with- 
in a certain period we can undertake the 
manufacture, notwithstanding the exist- — 
ence of patent rights. The other day I 
saw a cash register quoted at £110, and 
I do not suppose ite@Actnal value, includ- 
ing patent rights, was more’ than £20. — 
machines are made up from 
stamped parts, and as the manufacture of 
a complete machine is a simple process, 
we should compel firms to produce them 
in Australia, The prices at present 
charged are so high that, irrespective of 
any duties that may be imposed, the 
sellers could not possibly ask for more. 

Mr. WEST (East Sydney) [4.50].—Is 
it the intention of the Minister for Trade 
and Customs (Mr. Greene) to place eom- 
puting scales and balances in, the same 
category as cash registers? I have been 
informed that these machines are used 
solely in retail establishments, and that it. 
would not pay manufacturers to make 
computing scales and balances unless they _ 
were producing them on a large scale. If 
understand that their manufacture was 
undertaken a few years ago, but, owing 
to the small number of machines re- 
quired, the work was unprofitable. 

Mr. Greenr.—What does the honor- 
able member suggest ? 

Mr. WEST.—I wish the Minister to 
place computing scales and balances on- 
the free list, as they are not manufac- — 
tured in Australia, and their exclusion | 
from this item would not affect the Aus- 
tralian scale-making industry. An Eng- 
lish firm of scale makers is established _ 
in Sydney, and is manufacturing weigh- 
ing machines, but not of the type referred 
to. : rat 


and in Brisbane. 


$064 Tarif. 
_ Mr. Greene. What, do these machines 
do besides indicating the weight and pos- 
sibly the price? 
>) Mr. WEHST.—That is all they do. “I 
~ laave received requests from Adelaide and 
Sydney to bring this matter under the 
wotice of the Minister. 
Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
for Trade and Customs) [4.55]—_If hon- 
 orable members will turn to item 169, they 
will see that there is a line, “ Adding and 
computing machines and all attachments,” 
and that these are udmitted “free, 5 per 
cent. and 10 per cent.” Computing 
| weighing machines, such as are indicated 
in the item under discussion, are a dif- 
ferent type of machme altogether, and. 
one which has been made both in Sydney 
The same remark ap- 
plies to the computing scales and 
balances. That is why those lines are set 
‘out under item 173. The Department 
took out the adding. and computing ma- 
eliines, which are highly technical inven- 
tions, and are not, and cannot be, made 
here, and made them duty free; and then 
it grouped these other rmachines: under the 
item now being discussed. 
- Mr. Wesr.—In the circumstances, I 
will not proceed further with my pro- 
posed amendment. 

 Ameudment aged to. 

Item, as amended, agreed to. 

Mr. Grecory.—I “draw attention to the 
lack of a quorum. [Quorum formed. | 

Item 174— 

Machines, machine tools and appliances, as 
prescribed by departmental by-laws, ad. val., 
British, free; intermediate, 5 per cent.; general, 
10 per cent, 

Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [4.58}.—I 
desire to draw attention to a most extra- 

_ ordinary innovation in the present Tariff. 
This item contains verbiage which is quite 
new, and involves a most important and 
sinister change in departmental procedure. 
In the past, the Minister for Trade and 
Customs has had power to place “ ma- 
chine tools and appliances, as prescribed 
_ by departmental by-laws,” under the free 
list, or 10 per cent. general list. There 
_ has now been added the word “ Machines.” 
Mr. Greenz.—The old item read, “ Ma- 
chine tools” only. The item now is, 
“Machines, mniachine tools and appli- 
vances.” | , 
Mr. GREGORY.—That is so. The 
_ Minister told the Committee the other 
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night that he would even go so o far as 


designate a tram seg as an vali op oh 


the assurance of the Ninian for Trad 
and Customs to the contrary, a1 
secondly, in describing the actions of t 
Minister as being due to the tricks of t 
Prime Minister? i 
The TEMPORARY CHATRMAN. ~ 
(Mr. Atkinson).—lI did not hear the hon- 
orable member use either phrase; but, if 
he did so, I must ask him to withdraw. y 
Mr. GREGORY.—I am not bound to 
accept any assurance which the Minister 
may feel inclined to give. He can utte 
any statement. he likes. I am not under 
compulsion to accept it. I did not 
that: L would not accept the Minister’s 
assurance. I did not hear him ene se 
a matter of fact. We 
Sir Josepn Coox.—lI think it is a pai 
liamentary rule to. accept any such assur- 
ance. er 
Mr. Marumws.—There are onal wa 
of calling a man a liar than the indir jo 
method just employed. 
Mr. GREGOR Y.—Yes; quite s so. Moi 
over, I know that Cabinet dealt witk the 
Tariff. I am quite satisfied that th 
introduction of the objectionable phrase 
ia this item has been for the pur 
pose of enabling the Minister — 
use political influence. That natural! 
appeals to those honorable members who 
feel that they can always do comtlees 
for their constituents by getting the ea: 
of the Minister and begging for persona. 
favours. That is the way in which cer- 
tain lucky people can get a line of m: 
chinery which they may require placed 
by the Minister under a “duty-free 
item. This objectionable phrase, I re- 
peat, is entirely new. wee of 
1914 Taniff says:— : 4 
Any dutiable machinery, or machine too: 


any part thereof specified in any proclama on 
issued by the sds sy “General in pu ba 


iG 
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He ofa joint address passed on the motion of Min- 
 isters by both Houses of the Parliament, stat- 
ing that such machinery, machine tool, or part 
~ eannot be reasonably manufactured within the 
- Commonwealth, and that it should be admitted 
free; British, free; general, 10 per cent. 


That is the procedure which has hitherto 
been followed. ©The Minister has had 
no power to declare that various lines of 
machinery, upon which this Parliament 
at one time or another had fixed duties, 

- ghould be allowed to enter the Common- 


‘of the machines which have been ad- 
mitted duty free since March of 1920. 
_ It will be said, of course, that since these 
_ yarious lines were not being manutac- 
tured, or could not be made, m Australia, 
it was only right that they should be ad- 
mitted duty free; but it is only the manu- 
 facturer who gets the concession. Any- 
how, they include the following :-— 


- Machines for wrapping confectionery. 
Paper finishing, cutting, and folding. 
- Rollers for flour mills. 
_ Shell forging presses. 
_ Brazing and steaming machines and all com- 
onent parts thereof except brushware and 
‘Jeatherware for use in manufacture of yarns 
(for use in the manufacture of textiles) and 
textiles. 
_ Evaporators for use in production of alkali. 
Machines for affixing to wheels rubber car- 
‘riage tyres having an internal wire or wires. 
- Machines for close jointing rubber carriage 

tyres having an internal wire or wires after 
attachment to tyre. 
Swaging machines for tube making. 
_ _—s Electrodes of graphite for use in the produc- 
tion of metals, sulphur, chemicals, and lead 
sulphate. 

Photographic developing, washing and toning 
~machines. 
_ Photographic exposing, typewriting, and cut- 
ting machine (automatic). 


‘basket work from cordage made of ‘paper. 

-  Woodworking—bobbin and spool barrel bor- 
‘ing and reaming machine, bobbin and spool 
barrel turning lathes. 

_ Barbed wire making machine. 


With respect to the last-mentioned item, 
a Western Australian gentleman some 
time ago imported one of these machines. 
_ He subsequently told me he had been 
compelled to pay duty at the rate of 45 
per cent. I advised.him that, under in- 
structions issued by the Minister, the 
machine was being admitted free. He 
thereupon made representations to the 
Customs Department, and eventually 
cured a rebate of the amount of duty 
hich he had been called upon to pay. 
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wealth free. I have had a list prepared — 


Weaving machines for manufacturing reed or” 


Bey Fes 


in) 
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Mr* Maruerws. — The honorable’ 
ber will admit that, unless there i 
ruption, this method to which he o 
is a scientific one? : 


Mr: GREGORY.—Some extraordinary 


9085 


mem- 
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bjects 


things have happened in the Customs De- 


partment. 
Mr. Marurws.—lI have never heard of — 
corruption. ci 
Mr. GREGORY.—Is this not open- 
ing the door to it? aie 
Sir Josepx Coox. — This is the out- 


come of a recommendation of the:Inter- 


State Commission. 


Mr. GREGORY—I do not care whose 
The — 
method opens the door to a very bad 


recommendation it may have been. 


practice. 


Sir Josepx Coox.—It is opening the 
door to the assistance and encouragement 


of some of the best industries in 
tralia. 


Aus- 


Th 


Mr. GREGORY .— It is strange to hear 


the Minister speaking lke that. 


Sir Josupux Coox.—At any rate, I can- 
not understand the honorable member’s 
mind or appreciate the consistency of his 


arguments. 


Mr. GREGORY.—The. Treasur 


er on 


consistency is remarkable. The position 
amounts to this: that Australian manu- 
facturers have not to pay any duty on cer- 
tain lines of machinery which they need 


in their factories, and which 


lines 


are not made in Australia, and which, 


incidentally, have a life of forty ye 
more; while the miner, the pasto 


ars or 
ralist, 


and the agriculturist, when they need ma- 
chinery—the life of which, I might add 
by way of comparison, is only five to 
eight years—have to pay duties as high 
as 45 per cent. Is that fair or just? 
Mr. Greenz.—lIt is not a fair way of 


putting the matter. 


Mr. GREGORY.—1 shall further 


quote various machines which have been 


introduced duty free, by specific 


inter- 


vention of the Minister, since March of 


last year— 


Machine for manufacture of textile pom — 


poms. 
Furnaces—annealing, -case-hardening 
pering, and similar processes. 


Coating attachment for photographic plate, « 


coating machine. 


Forging machines for manufacture of bolts, 


nuts, and rivets and similar materials. 
Diesel engine to each firm of engin 
Australia. , 


3 tem- 5 : 


Wey 


eers in 


le 


(Presses—hydraulic extension. 
Cutters—pneumatic rivet. : | 
“Paper—finishing, cutting, and folding, viz., 

plate eccentric screens for screening pulp. — 
“Millspaugh’s patent suction couch and press 
Pa | : 
Baths for use in process of galvanizing. 

- Motion picture for reproducing ‘( printing) 

positive copies from original film negatives. 

- Steam turbines. . 

- Machines—transformers, rotary converters, 

alternating and direct current switch gear for 

gontrolling current from transformers and 

rotary converters for use in the manufacture 

of electrolytic zinc and by-products, © 

- Doubling and filling machines (also known as 

universal winding and doubling machines) for 

winding silk or cotton from the bobbins to 

quills or small cops, for use in the manufac- 

ture of woven smallware. | 

- Soap and candle making—candle moulding 

machines, turbine centrifugal patent fat ex- 

tractors, automatic soap presses, automatic 

power soap-cutting tables, automatic power 
‘soap-slabbing machines, continuous wicking 

‘self-fittine candle machines, packing and wrap- 

ping machines combined or separate. 

_ Pleating machines. 

- Carding machines, teasing machines, for use 

in the manufacture of yarns and textiles from 

marine fibre. 

- Diamond cutting and sawing machjnes and 

accessories. " 

- Rotary drying machines for use in the manu- 
facture of sheep dip. 

_ Bulldozer forging machines. 

_ Carbon paper coating machines. 


‘Typewriter ribbon preparing machines (inks 


- and winds ribbon on spools). 

- Gas engines and electric alternators, direct 
‘coupled or for direct coupling when imported 
for use in the production of Portland cement. 

_ Magnetic pulleys for use in the manufacture 
of sheep dip. 

_ Presses for embossing leather and plates for 
ase therewith. 

- Carbon electrodes (17 inches in diameter by 
60 to 70 inches in length, including screwed 
nipples therefor for use in the production of 
peel ye oy! 

_ Drills for use in drilling machines, 

- Brushes, brass wire scratch for use on metal-° 
polishing machines. 

Stone channellers for quarrying stone or 
‘marble. 

_ Metals—Copper plates known as stripper or 
starting plates of No. 16 or thicker gauge and 
of which the length and width both exceed 30 
§mches when imported for use in the produc- 

ion of electrolytic copper. h 


‘Mr. Ricuarp Fosrrr.—In regard to all 
| yese things the necessary regulation has 
to be laid on the table of Parliament. 


Mr. GREGORY.—When were regula- 
tions dealing with these numerous lines 
‘laid on the table? And, in any case, how 


PM 


many honorable members read | 
Gazette? The question is whether the 
duties which have been imposed in various 


ibs 


the — 


forms and in varying am 


Parliaments are to have e 

or whether, because some 

by political favour, has gained 

the Minister and made out a con 
case, those duties are to be abragat 


was thunderstruck last year, when m 


ing certain inquiries regarding tl 
copper sheets, and while seeking 
tion and endeavouring to get the dut 
duced, to discover that the large sheet 


‘copper, which are not manufactured | 


were coming in free, under i 
That item reads— AIC 
Materials and minor articles, as pres 


by departmental by-laws, for use 
facture of goods within the Common 


Mr. Marnews.—Beyond the ho 
member’s fear of corruption, he 
a single argument. 

Mr. GREGORY.—I 
pressure. 
ister himself would not have 
gated many of the rates of dut 
have been decided upon by t 
mittee. For example, will the 
say that such a high duty as 
placed upon bananas was justifiabl 

Mr. Corser.—Will the honorable 
ber say that, in all that list of m 
which he read as coming in fr 
was a single item that ought no 
been permitted to enter free? — 

Mr. GREGORY.—I am not goin, 
details. i 

Mr. Corser.—The Minister w 
the necessary details before agre 
make them duty free. This is a 
tive Tariff, and not a revenue J 

Mr. GREGORY.—Suppose th 
owner wants a machine which ¢ 
made in Australia. How is he 
that the Minister has been remi 
duty upon that particular 
machine? Ce ae 

Sir Rozerr Besr—But the 
could not have done so until th 
tion had been laid on the tabli 
House. ae 

Mr. GREGORY.—The publ 
know anything about that. 

Mr. Corsrr.—The interest 
can always ascertain the exac’ 
through ‘the Customs Departm 
' Mr. GREGORY.—TI recall tl 
of the Tasmanian Governmet 


a large quantity of machin 


Hy 
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water turbines, generators, and trans- 
formers. Great political pressure was 
_ brought to bear. I wrote for particulars, 
and a promise was made that they would 
| be supplied me. But suddenly the Min- 
ister issued an order making the provi- 
sion retrospective to the date of the in- 
troduction of the ‘Tariff schedule, and 
under that order, either the whole, or a 
_ majority of the items comprised in the 
4 ist, were admitted duty free. I contend 
_ that such a power should not be placed 
in the hands of any Minister. 
7 Mr. Maruews.—lIf those articles can- 
A not be manufactured in Australia, they 
ought to be admitted free. 
_ Mr. Hector Lamonp.—If a man enters 
into a contract for the delivery of certain 
goods which are subject to specific duties, 
and if those duties are afterwards re- 
mitted, the position is a pretty bad one. 
Sir Roserr Busr.—It is all right, be- 
_ cause that position has been provided for. 
Mr. GREGORY.—We all heard the 
statement of the Minister the other even- 
ing, that he was admitting tramway rails 
as appliances of machinery. a 
~ Mr. Burcurert—Does the honorable 
member object to tramway rails being 
thus admitted ? 


Mr. GREGORY.—I do not; but it 
_ shows in what an elastic way the 
_ item may be administered. But the 
_ Tariff should distinctly set out gyhat 
_ items are upon the free list. It Mould 
not be open to any Ministgr to remove 
_ dutiable goods to that list. We know 
_ that to-day high Tariff rates are increas- 
ing the cost of living, and until the cost 
_ of living declines very considerably we 
shall not be able to get back to normal 
conditions. : 
Mr. Srewarr.—Perhaps the situation 
ean be met by placing this responsibility 
in the hands of the Board which it is 
- proposed to create. 
_ Mr. GREGORY.—I intend to move to 
_ strike out the word “machines.” I can- 
not understand why honorable members 
are prepared to sacrifice their rights. I 


determined that certain duties shall be 
‘imposed upon any article, those duties 
_ should be collected, and the Minister 
hould not be clothed with power to remit 


em. a 
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hold that, when once this Committee has . 
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Mr. Ricwarp Fostrrer:—Parliament it-— 
self created this position. : 

Mr. GREGORY2—I deny that, It has — 
been created by the Minister. : 
Mr. Ricuarp Fostrr.—Provision for it 
ig contained in the Customs Act. 

Mr. Hecror Lamonn.—The Act was 
framed to meet very minor contingencies, 
and the Minister has considerably ex- | 
tended it. : | 

Mr. GREGORY.—The schedule is per- 
fectly clear. We all know the action 
which the Minister took in regard to 
navvy shovels; | 

Mr. Greene.—That action was not 
taken under this item. 

Mr. GREGORY.—The Minister in- 
cluded those shovels in a special item of 
the Tariff. It was currently rumoured 
that many thousands of pounds were made 
by persons who purchased them only a 
few days before a duty was imposed upon 
them. It is this sort of thing which 
creates suspicion in the public mind. 

Mr. Grerenr.—Does the honorable 
member know anything about the matter? 

Mr. GREGORY .—No; only from the 
general statements that were made. 

Mr. Greene.—Then does he think that 
it is a fair thing to mention it? 

Mr. GREGORY.—If I had known the 
facts of the case, I can assure the Min- 
ister that I would have ventilated them 
long ago. He must realize the position 
which will be created if there be the 
slightest leakage from his Department, of 
which he will not always be the head. To 
a very great extent, the honorable gentle- _ 
man must be advised by his departmental 
officers, and we are being invited to clothe 
that Department with the power to say 
that any of the machines with which we 
have been dealing shall be included in 
this item, and shall be admitted duty 
free.. I move— 


That the following words be added:—‘ And 
on and after 16th June, 1921, Machine tools 
and appliances, as prescribed by depart- 
mental by-laws, ad val., British, free; inter- 
mediate, 5 per cent.; general, 10 per cent.” 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister for 
Trade and Customs) [5.17].—I am sur- — 


prised at the honorable member for Dam- 


pier (Mr. Gregory) suggesting that the . 
alteration in the wording of this item has — 
been adopted by me owing to pressure 
which has been brought to bear upon me ~ 


9068 Tariff. 
by the Prime Minister. So far from his 
statement being true, if the Prime Minis- 

ter were subjected ‘to a third degree 

examination, | do not suppose that he 

‘could tell honorable members what is 

contained in a single line of the Tariff, 
and certainly he does not know srivta ne 
about this particular item. Now, I shall 
tell the Committee from where ik got the 

wording of the item. The honorable mem- 
ber has repeatedly told us that I should 
have followed the recommendations of the 
Inter-State Commission. I have done so 
in regard to this particular item. I 
thought that the honorable member had 
studied the reports of that Commission. 


Mr. Grecory.—We tore them up when 
we found that the Minister did not follow 
the recommendations of the) Commis- 
sion. 

Mr. GREEN E.—When the Inter-State 
Commission recommended that this par- 
ticular wording should be adopted, and 
gave excellent reasons in support 
of its recommendation, I adopted it. 
I have not followed it im one 
particular, however, inasmuch as I[ 
have not included the words, ‘ Provided 
they are not commercially manufactured 
in the Commonwealth.” But I have not 
the slightest objection to the insertion of 
those words, because they merely reflect 
what, as a matter of practice, has always 
been done. 
bers how this‘ thing is worked. When we 
recelve an application for the free admis- 
sion of any particular class of machinery, 
we immediately ask the applicant to sup- 
port it with declarations from a number 
of prominent manufacturers in the line 
that they do not manufacture that class 
of machinery. We then proceed to make 
independent inquir’es as to whether it is 
manufactured in Australia. It is only 
when an application is definitely supported 
in the way I have outlined, and when we 
eannot find anybody who is prepared to 
-MImanufacture it, that the machinery to 
which it relates is placed upon the free 
list. In practice, the definition to which 
I have referred has always been followed. 


As a matter of strict definition, a machine 


—toolis a machine which is used only in an 
engineer’ s shop. 

_ Mr. Grecory.—Not necessarily. 
Mr. GREENE—That is what as 
known in the trade as a machine tool. 


a 
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Let me tell honorable mem-. 


Tarif ‘a : 


Soabbshaente They do not Tene 2 
ordinary machines which are used im 
manufacturing operations. As a matte 


instance of this. I visited a facte 
little while ago im which a machine 
being used for the packing of goods. 4 
empty carton went in at one end, pass 
along a machine which cut off a piece f 
paper, and the carton was then fille 
weighed, and finally shot off the mael 
I do not know whether that machine 
machine tool .er an appliance. To m 
mind it is both. The honorable memb 
for Dampier has suggested that the ad 
tion of this proposal may open the d 
to corruption. J think that it would 
an extremely difficult thing for cor 
tion to occur in connexion with it, fou 


he ne diet peat mee: rea 
head? He would not be able to 
against the opposition which ‘would 
created for a single instant. One of m 
greatest anxieties about the operation of 
thig@departmental by-law is that Im 

make a slip. A 


Mr. Grucory.—Here is a i 
case in which you allowed certain 
regain to come in eae to siti 


Mr. GREENE rpain the Bee 
tion supplied by the honorable memt 
cannot say definitely what was the 
tion, Un that ahi. instance 


if, ecaeatte: ies errs will turn to item 
176, they will find a sub-item which 
‘reads, “ machines. and machinery. n.e.i.’ 

+ Tt is one of those drag-net items in the 
- Tariff in which practically everything in 
the way of machinery is included. It in- 


vast quantity which is not made in this 
country. It is impossible to set. out. in 
detail in the Tariff all the various classes 
of machines in existence, or that may 
come into existence. Take any industry 
- that is being conducted in Australia to- 
y day. The honorable member for Dam- 
pier is always telling us that the local 
manufacturer Wee te. to be tae a ne 


* 


: 4 LG Me the methods of pro- 
duction in his industry, it is necessary, 


“et obtain that machine. Does the hon- 


2 “machine? 2 


praying else, would be dealt with on 
S merits. There are quite a number of 
hings which have come under my notice 
rom time to time to which free entry 
ias been given. The honorable member 
| must recognise that to impose the full 
a on a machine which cannot be made 
in this country—and the test all the time 
- is as to whether the machine can be made 
“eae be to impose immediately 
on the local manufacturer’ requiring the 
ishine an additional overhead charge 
s compared with his competitors abroad, 
and thus to put him in a relatively worse 
osition. This is not a case where the 
machine in question is made in this coun- 
ry, but where it is not made here, and 
in such circumstances we would put the 
ocal — manufacturer requiring . that 
| achine i in so much worse a. position than 
that of the manufacturer abroad. As a 


o compete. Wherein would le thé wis- 
om of such a procedure? From a Pro- 
ectionist point of view, one could not 
use or condone it. It would be non- 


yi 2h ae | i “ii i ise 1921.) © 


ludes every class of machinery, and a 


order that he may compete, that he’ 


at. we should charge duty on that new 


t onsequence, we would then have to give . 
him additional protection to enable him: 


ical to load the manufacturer here 
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in respect of machinery which could he ; 
be made here. And: so we interpret this 
item in a way in which I believe the Par- 
liament intended that it should be OR 4 
preted. wae 
Mr. Grecory.—Will- that ae tah 
agricultural machinery which is not made 
in this country ? 
Mr. GREENE,—‘£o far as one can say 
in regard to machinery that is not made 
here, and which is not a competitor with 
machines that are already being made 
here : 
Mr. Grsson.—Or if the requirements 
of the country were not met, how would 
the item apply? he 
Mr. GREENE.—The question is not as 
to the requirements of the country being _ 
met, but rather as to whether the 
machine is made here. In adopting this — 
wording of the item, and I admit that 
the change, to some extent, widens the 
interpretation— I am following a definite: — 
recommendation of the Inter-State Com- 
mission, which reported that— 


The authority afforded by this item has been 
largely utilized, and a perusal of the list of 
machines exempted from duty under its pro- 
visions indicates that its interpretation has 
been. of great service to Australian industries. 
The Commission recommends that the item 
should be amended to read, “ Machines, ma- 
chine tools and appliances, provided they are 
not commercially manufactured in the Com- 
monwealth, as. prescribed by departmental by- 
laws.” 


The Inter-State Commission inquired 
into the whole position, and reported that 
it was desirable that the alteration should 
be made. ao 
I have only one other matter to deal 
with at this stage. The honorable mem- 
ber for Dampier said that we should have 
retained item 175 in the form in which 
it appeared in the old Tariff. 

Mr. Grucory.—I said the word “ ma- 
chines” should be struck out. a 
Mr. GREENE.—The reason why we 

struck out the old item 175 was that, al- 
though it had been in the Tariff from the 
very “beginning, I think—certainly since 
1908—it had never once been operated. 
That shows clearly that the means adopted —_ 
there were for all practical purposes ine 
operative, and it seemed to me that it | 
was not desirable in those circumstances — 
to continue something which was of no 
effect. I have asked the Committee on — 
this occasion, therefore, to agree to its 
being struck out. I assure the honorable 


9010 Lariff. 
member that I believe this alteration in 
the wording of the item will prove to be 
beneficial to the industries and the people 
of Australia.’ 

Mr, Fowrer.—Are we to understand 
that the principle is to be made applicable 
to all industries, including the agricul- 
tural industry? | | 
Mr. GREENE. — Provided that the 
machine comes within the definition, 
and is not covered by any _ specific 
item. The manufacture of machinery 
in this country is developing all the time, 
and under: the item to which I have re- 
ferred, namely, ‘‘ Machines and ma- 
chinery, n.e.1.,’’? which is dutiable, there 
falls a vast quantity of machinery which 
at present is notmade here. The definite 
intention of the Parliament in regard to 
the operation of the Tariff has been that, 
as a.machine is made here, it shall auto- 
matically become dutiable. Over and 
over again I have been criticised for 
operating the item in the opposite direc- 
tion. The intention of the Parliament 
is that it shall be operative in both ways. 
It intended that a machine which is not 
being made in this country, but is re- 
quired here, should be brought in under 
the free list. But it is equally intended 
that when a machine is made here it shall 
go back under the duty. In other words, 
Parhament, in the first place, makes all 
machinery dutiable. It then gives the 
Minister power to release it from duty, 
but it also gives him the power, once a 
machine is being made here, to impose 
the duty that Parliament has allotted to 
it. That is the way in which the whole 
machinery of the Tariff operates. I 
admit that it gives to myself and my offi- 
cers a great deal of work. It involves 
also a responsibility which one feels some- 
times one would like to: put on some one 
else’s shoulders. 

Sir Rozgert Brest.—But we must have 
Tariff elasticity if the system is to be 
workable. 

. Mr. GREENE.—That is so. 

Mr. Grecory.—The manufacturer gets 
_his machinery free of duty and his parts 
of machinery under item 404 are also 
free of duty.. He should be compelled to 
Pay like other peop le. 

Mr. GREENE. — He pays duty on 
everything that is made here. The 
quantity of machinery which is imported 
under item 404 as compared with the 
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- bucket. 


-a Minister against whom the breath ol 


“teri 


enormous mass, of machinery tha 
going into the various manufactories 
the Commonwealth is a mere drop in the 

To say that our manufactur c 
get their machinery free in that broa 
sense is to say what is absolutely incor. 
rect. © We cannot specify certain ma- 
chines which are not made in thi, 
country. In many cases, we do not know 
what they are.. They are machines whic 
are not yet invented, or which may com 
along as a_ result of new processes of 
manufacture. If we knew of all th: 
things that might be done in this country 
we could set them out in a long schedule 
and Parliament could say definitely 
whether or not they should be free. Bu 
we do not know what they are. And so 
Parliament says, first of ail, “ All machi- 
nery is dutiable.”? ‘Then it gives the 
‘Minister power to release machinery from 
duties. That is the way im which th 
Tariff has been operated from the incep- 
tion of the Commonwealth, and it wiil 
have io be continued jn that way if we 
are to have the necessary elasticity. _ 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND _(Hlawarra) 
[5.385|—I presume that we shall have an 
opportunity to discuss the method und 
whicn these items are lifted in and.out of 
the Tariff when the clause under which 
the authority is given comes before us. 

"Mr. Greewr.—This item is the clause. 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.— But there 
must be a clause giving the Minister - 
power. 

Mr. Greene.—That provision is in th 
Customs Act now, and will not come u 
for review. | 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND. Ha fi 
that in this Tariff a power that has 
hitherto been exercised over inconside 
able items has been extended to a range 
so wide that no one can say what may be 
done under it. That being so, I thin 
the Committee ought to very carefully re- 
view the circumstances under which this 
power can be exercised. We are for. 
tunate in having, in charge of the De- 
partment of Trade and Customs to-daj 


suspicion cannot lie. That gives us 
opportunity of discussing these matters 
entirely free from any personal applica 
tion, and we should therefore provide 
such safeguards as will make it impossible 
for future Ministers to be oo 


grave suspicion without being able to pro- 
tect themselves unless specific charges are 
_ made. That is the position of every man 

_ who is called upon to exercise autocratic 
powers over matters which affect the 
interests of sections or individuals in 
_ the community. There is no doubt 
_ that the power conferred by this clause 
is such as to make it very much to 
+ the interestseof some people—importers 

_ or manufacturers—to have it operated in 
_ either one way or the other. I think it 
_ yery unwise for Parliament to allow its 
_ power of supervision over this matter to 
pass to the Minister individually, particu- 
larly when it covers so wide a range of 
articles as are included by the change 
made in the wording of the item. It is 
searcely open to the Minister (Mr.' 
Greene) to rely on a report_of the Inter- 
State Commission in this instance, when 
he has rejected so many of the other re- 
ports made by the same authority. I 
admit at once that it is necessary that 
some body should have authority to do 
this thing; but it is highly undesirable 
that it should rest in the hands of one 
man without the supervision of Parlia- 
ment. It places a Minister in a position 
in which he should not be placed if other 
remedies are available, and it seems to 
me that in this case other remedies are 
available. The Minister, before taking 
action, should be moved either by speci- 
_ fied officials of the Department or by some 
_ specified authority. 

Mr. Greenz.—He cannot move until 
_ the matter is brought up by his officers. 
- Mr.! HECTOR LAMOND.—That is 
the departmental routine. 

_ Mr. Greenn.—TI mean that, as a matter 
of fact, in practice, it would otherwise be 
impossible. | 

_ Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—The off- 
cers who have to take action are gentle- 
men who look to the Minister for those 
recommendations which assure their pro- 
fessional future. 

Mr. Srewarr.—Possibly it will be a 
matter for the proposed Board. 


_ Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—The Min- 
ister may be glad to have the responsi- 
bility placed on the Board. A system of 
‘the kind has operated in the past, but 
is now sought to operate it in much 
lore important matters, and to give the 
Minister greatly increased powers. 
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I think the Inter-State Commission 


might have gone further. It is quite pos- 
sible for a local industry to be estab- 


Ash 


- lished on so small a scale as to be utterly ey 


useless as a means of supplying the whole 
requirements of Australia, and yet the — 


existence of some such triffing enterprise 
may give the Minister power to impose a 
tax on every user of the commodity pro- 


duced. 


Sir Rosrrr Best.—The industry must _ 


be on a commercial basis. 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—That does — 
not mean that an industry shall be able 


to supply®all the requirements of Aus- 
tralia, but that the commodity produced 


can be sold at a commercial price, 
the case of mangles, for instance, with 
which we dealt a little while ago, we had 
no information to show that even ten of 
any description are produced in a year 
in Australia. 
other, a little industry has been estab- 
lished, as to which, as I say, we have no 
information, every user is to be taxed. 
That, I think, is a principle for which 
we cannot stand.. It is laid down that, 
if there is an industry producing an 
article on a commercial basis, the Tariff 
shall operate, and the whole of the power 

is placed in the hands of the Minister 
alone. It is, of course, a great power for 
any Minister to exercise, and there ought 

to be every possible safeguard. I further 
think that the decisions of the Minister 
should be brought before Parliament in 
some more definite way than simply in © 
the form of a document handed in with 

a host of others from time to time. The 
assent of Parliament should be necessary 
for these changes at some stage. There 
cannot be the slightest objection to such 
subsidiary Tariff arrangements coming — 
before Parliament every quarter, half- 
year, or year; and in that way honorable 
members would be kept informed of what 
was being done. Then greater publicity 
ought to be given to these decisions; the 
people interested in the particular indus- 


try ought to have the fullest notice of | 


what is proposed. J venture to say that 


In, 


Yet because, somewhere or > 


not one-half of the members of this _ 


House knew that the Minister possessed 


this extraordinary power until the hon- 
orable member for Dampier : 
Gregory) informed us that the Minister 


Ne 


ins 


ould make items free, and could give 
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“retrospective relief, as in the case of Tas- 


mania, involving thousands of pounds. I 


feel quite sure that honorable members 
generally did not know that by the mere 
official publication of a document such 
things could be done. At any rate, it was 
certainly news to me; and I think there 
should be some method of either requir- 
ing the consent of Parliament to the de- 
cisions or providing that the latter shall 
be placed before us in some definite way, 
so that there may be the constant check 
of publicity on the actions, nominally of 
the Minister, but really of the officers of 
the Department. : 

Mr. Greenz.—There is full publicity 
now; it is quite impossible to do anything 
in secret. 
those interested would very soon know. 

Sir Rozerr Bxestr.—That is the safe- 
guard. | 

Mr. Greenn.—Quite so; it would be 
impossible to do anything wrong without 
immediately raising a storm. 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—It is the 
only safeguard we have. 

Mr. Greenx.—And I think it is pretty 
effective. . 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—That is, we 
have power to “lock the stable after the 
horse is gone.” 

Mr. Greenwe.—Not at all. . 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND—Take a 
case in which the Minister makes an order 
‘that is retrospective for several months— 
the fact that the thing is done, and the 
concession granted, cannot be altered if 
objection is subsequently taken. The real 
check is the fear of the Minister that if 
he does anything wrong it will he imme- 
diately exposed. Wherever possible, this 
sort of business should be done in the 
- open day, rather than by the Minister, on 
the recommendation of departmental offi- 
cers, without Parliament knowing any- 
thing at all of the matter. 

Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [5.47].— 
IT should like the Minister (Mr. Greene) 


to indicate what is the practice in other 


countries. 
Mr. Greenwe.—So far as I can learn, 


there are, in some form or another, simi- 


lar provisions in most other countries. 
- Mr. FENTON.—I am much averse to 
legislation by regulation, and the respon- 


sibility under discussion is a very serious 


one to impose on any Minister and his 
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sufficient safeguards. 


If there was anything wrong, 


_[5.52).—From my practical exper 


gree of elasticity. The same ver 
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officers. I think, however, that there 
There are 
people ‘interested in any decisions 0: 
kind, and if the Minister or his o 
are guilty of any malpractice, 1 
soon come to the knowledge of some mm 
ber of Parliament, and be discussed hi 
Again, I take it that the new Board 
from time to time be called into consulta. 
tion on matters of the kind. I wi 
stand that the Board will be in a positio: 
to recommend, for instance, that a d 
shall be imposed in the case of an indust 
which is coming into being; at any ra 
the Board will doubtless be able to re 
the Minister some assistance. There is ¢ 
fact in connexion with the Customs 
partment on which we may congrai 
ourselves. We are very fortunate in hi 
ing the services of the present Controle 
General, who, like his predecessors, © 
for years followed the practice of 
ing the most brainy men for 
training, with the result that now, L 
lieve, the Department stands in the ha 
position of possessing some of the n 
efficient officers to be found in any pa 
of the world. This is a practice whi 
might well be adopted in all the Dey 
ments, both Commonwealth and 
Another fact on which we may cong 
late ourselves is that, neither in the ¢ 
of the present Minister nor any - 
nredecessors, has there been any suspici 
iu regard to their integrity in the worl 
administration. | vee 
Mr. Hector Lamonp.— How om 
sight of means to do ill deeds”! 
Mr. FENTON.—I know; and, 
say, ho one is more averse than u 
to legislation by regulation. But we 
io be living in times more abnormal th: 
ever, making it essential to give powe 
of the kind under proper safeguards © 
the Minister ‘and his officers, and, 
course, also to the proposed Board, 
order that industries already establis. 
or in prospect, may be assisted. If 
proposal of the Minister goes to the 7 
I shall support it. Re, 
Sir ROBERT BEST (Koo 


IT am led to largely indorse the staten 
made by the Minister (Mr. Greene) 
principle involved in this item is a 
lutely essential for the effective workin; 
of the Tariff; there must be a certain de 


met 


“may not, ie Aig.: appear in every Tariff 
‘throughout the world, yet this elasticity 
us: provided for, either through Cu:toms 
oo ssioners, Commissioners of Taxa- 
‘some Board, or Ministers them- 


Mr. Hector Lamonv.—There is a dif- 
ference between the Minister | and a 
Board, or Commissioners. * 
Pig ibe "ROBERT BEST.—I am at pre- 
sent speaking of the principle involved. 
The next point is publicity, and I call the 
attention of honorable members to the 
fact that the schedule provides that the 
em shall be applied as prescribed by de- 
artmental by-laws—the latter meaning 
-laws made by the M'nister and pub- 
lished in the Gazette. The first point, it 
will be seen, .is the publication in the 
- Gazeite, which circulates throughout Aus- 
tral a. The information may also be 
published in the newspapers. 

_ Mr. Hector Lamonp.—You mean that 
ie by-law is the actual determination ? 
‘Sir ROBERT BEST.—Quite so. I 
admit that the by-law does not go through 
1 the formalities usually associated with 


| yrder by the ‘Minister, and its publication 
in the Gazette, constitute a departmental 
) y-law for this particular purpose. As 
Minister Says, it is obvious that there 
“many “watch-dogs” about. The 
n'ster. must, first of all, protect him- 
by an assurance that the commodity 
in question can be commercially produced 
oem Australia, and to that end he requires 


“turers in the line in ae of the appli- 
cation. Many industries owe their origin 
to ea fact that it was made ijt ae to 


jaleenta starting and not starting an 
| I quite admit that it is 
as in many other Depart- 
surrounded by such 


may be corruption, and that a de 
gree of influence may be exercised on 
aM nister. I have urged for many years 
e creation of a Tariff Board, and I am 
ad that the present Minister proposes to 
Helge one, which k trust will re com- 
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‘propose to do that. 
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ing Parl'ament in these matters. lt may 3 
be advisable, when the Bull is introduced, 
for the Minister to consider the wisdom: ae 
of including a clause to the effect that Gi 
before this item operates it must receive y 
the recommendation of the Tariff Board. 

Mr. Greenn.—As a matter of fact, te 
That was one of the 
chjects I had in bringing the Board into 
existence. I felt the responsibility on ° 
tay own shoulders, and felt that I would 
like to shed it. i 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—I eyinpathiae - 
with the Minister, and regard his decision 
as a very proper and wise precaution, TF 
would urge on the honorable member for — 
INawarra (Mr. Hector Lamond) that ity | 
would be a grave mistake to submit anys ie 
thing of the kind to Parliament, as it 
would mean serious delay. ab 

Mr. Grerenz.—lI explained when ea ws 
ing that the old item 175 had been in : 
ihe Tariff for years, but had never been» 
used. 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—To sen 
these things to Parliament for its sane- 
tion would altogether destroy the value of 
the provision. We could never get any- 
thing done promptly. If it is to be effec- _ 
tive, provision must be made for expedi- — 
tion, and if action can be taken expe- 
ditiously—as it has been in many cases— _ 
it will add largely to the value of what — 
we are doing. With the Minister’s assur- 
ance that provision will be made in that 
regard when the Bill is introduced, the 
Committee may readily accept the item ag 
it stands. 

Amendment negatived. 

Item agreed to. hy 

Item 175 (Apparatus for liquefaction 
of gases) agreed to. y 

Item 176 (Roller bearings, &c.). 

bir. GREENE (Richmond—Minister for. | 
Trade and Customs) [5.59]—The woLdae A ; 
ing of the item as it stands does not do — 
all that we desire. I therefore move— 


That paragraph (A) be amended by adding ho) 
the following:—* And on and after 16th June, 
1921— Ne 
(a) Roller bearings and ball bearings not a 

being roller-bearing or ball- ‘bearing 
plummer or hanger blocks, ad val. 
British, free; intermediate, 5 pe 
cent. ; general, 10 per cent.” 


Amendment agreed to. 
tem, as amended, agreed to. 
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Ttem 177— | 

Locomotives, traction and portable engines, 
road rollers n.e.i., including scarifier attach- 
ments, ad val., British, 273 per cent.; inter- 
mediate, 35 per cent.; general, 40 per cent.” 

Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister for 
Trade and COustoms) [6.1].—_Certain 
classes of traction engines are not made 
in this country, particularly the very 
heavy kind, which is used for heavy 
ploughing work, where the ploughs are 
operated by a cable which is drawn be- 
tween the engines, one of which stands 
on either side of the piece of land which 
is being ploughed. The only place where 
these engines are being made is England. 
Not many of them are likely to be used 
here, and, so far as I know, they are 
‘never owned by individual land-owners, 
as the plant is too expensive. They travel 
from place to place, and so much an acre 
is charged for the ground they break up. 
They also do draining work, and are very 
eood for breaking up swamp land. We 
do not want to include those machines in 
this item. There are also certain other 
classes of traction engines which we do 
not want to include. The effect of the 
amendment which I shall now move will 
be to exclude altogether from the opera- 
tion of the duty those classes of traction 
engines which are not made in Australia. 
I move— 


That the item be amended by adding the fol- 
lowing:—‘ And on and after 16th June, 1921, 
(A) Locomotives, traction engines 0.e.1., 
and portable engines; road rollers 


ne.i., including scarifier attach- 
ments, ad val. British, 273 per 
eent.; intermediate, 35 per cent.; 


general, 40 per cent. 
(B) Traction engines of a class or kind not 
made in Australia, as prescribed by 


departmental by-laws, ad_ val., 
British, free; intermediate, 5 per 
. eent.; general, 10.per cent.” 


Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—Do those cover 
the petrol-driven traction engines? 
« Mr. GREENE.—No; I think all the 
petrol-driven engines come under another 
designation. 

Mr. CORSER (Wide Bay) [6.4]—1I 


would urge on the Minister the advisable- 


ness of increasing the duty on this item 


in accordance with the recommendation 
of the Inter-State Commission. It should 
be remembered that we have made 
the cost of the steel higher than was an- 
ticipated when ‘the Inter-State Commis- 
sion made their recommendation. “They 


[REPRESENTATIVES. ] 


recommend duties of 324 per cent. 


recommend 
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British and 45 per cent. general, and that 
rate is what I would like the Minister to 
adopt. .Mr. Justice Higgins has recently 
given an award reducing the working 
hours in the industry from forty-eight, 
as they were when the Commission sat, 
to forty-four. There has also ‘been a gene- 
ral reduction in wages in Great Britain — 
and America of about 20 per cent. The 
request I am making is, therefore, only — 
reasonable, and I think it applies also to 
item 176; but that has already been 
passed. It should also apply to item 178. 
Mr. Frenron.—The honorable member — 
is probably thinking of sub-item c of item ~ 
178—‘‘ Motive power machinery and ap- — 
pliances (except electric), n.e.1., ad val., — 
British, 274 per cent.; intermediate, 35 — 
per cent.; general, 40 per cent.” The 
Inter-State Commission recommend that — 
the duty should be: British, 324 per 
cent.; general, 45 per cent. cane 
Mr. CORSER.—Having brought the 
matter under the Minister’s notice, I 
should like him to consider whether he — 
can increase the duty on this item as well. © 
Amendment agreed to. Ber 
Item, as amended, agreed to. o 
Item 178 (Motive power machinery and — 
appliances except electric), ae 
Mr. CORSER (Wide Bay) [6.8].—I — 
now ask the Minister to adopt the recom- — 
mendation of the Inter-State Commission 
for an increase of the duty on sub-item 
c, ‘‘n.e.1.,’’ to 324 per cent. British and 
45 per cent. general, ao 
Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Muinister 
for Trade and Customs) [6.9].—I think 
that in this item I have followed the re- 
commendations of the Inter-State Com- 
mission. i 
Mr. Frenron.—The information I have — 
here is that the Inter-State Commission’ 
that the duty should be in- — 
creased as stated by the honorable mem- 
ber for Wide Bay. ede 
Mr. GREENE.—That is not my infor- 
mation. : Re 
Item agreed to. : oe 
Item 179 (Electrical machines and ap- 
pliances). me 
Mr. BURCHELL (Fremantle) [6.10]. — 
—TI have a letter dated 9th May from the © 
Fremantle Municipal Tramway and — 
Lighting Board, stating that they were | 
expecting the arrival of certain electrical 
material, and informing me that they 
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had communicated with the Customs De- 
partment enclosing letters from the Eng- 
_ lish Electrical Company and G. Wey- 
mouth and Company advising that neither 
of these firms was able to manufacture 
the requirements of the Perth State trams 
4 or the Fremantle municipal tramways. 
They deal with turbine generators of over 
5,000 kilowatt capacity, rotary convertors, 
electrical motors, and equipment for cars. 
_ My informant advises me that they were 
expecting delivery of a rotary convertor 
at a cost of £6,000. As these machines 
>» are not manufactured in Australia, I 
should like to know if the Minister can 
give some relief ?. 
Mr. Greene =They will be in exactly 
_ the same position as other machinery. 
_ If we can give them relief under item 174 
we shall do so. 
_ Mr. BURCHELL.—I am satisfied with 
_ the Minister’s explanation that relief may 
be given under item 174 if the machinery 
-comples with the conditions laid down 
_ this afternoon. 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (Illawarra) 
[6.14].—The same complaint is made by 
oe great many corporations and ‘public 
- bodies in connexion with the installation 
a, of heavy electrical plant. I am not 
quite clear whether item 174 will apply 


to specific cases or to a certain class of 
ie acy. 

Mr. Greene. — If a specific case is 
stated action will be taken under item 
174 to release that particular machine 
_ from the operation of the Tariff, and the 
bane decision will stand so long as the by-law 
he 18.in existence in regard to every case that 
may arise. 

i Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—In the old 
_ Tariff there was a limit of horse-power. 
- That seemed to be the difficulty, because 
the special class of machinery required 
for these huge concerns was subjected to 
Mg a duty of 40 per cent. 

_ Mr. Grervz.—l agree, and that is why 
‘we operate item 174. 

_ Mr. HECTOR LAMOND. — Has it 
operated in every such case? 

Mr. Grenne.—In every case in which 
we could do so conscientiously; that is 
_ te say, in. regard to machinery which 
cannot be manufactured in Australia. 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—tThere is 


attempt to manufacture such ma- 
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* tioned. 


Mr. Greenze.—I hardly agree with the 
honorable member. Some very big con- — 
tracts have been accepted. . 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND. — Parlia- — 
ment ought to know what is being done 
in regard to enterprises of the kind men- — 
Here is a great scheme for the ~ 
conversion of water-power into electrical 
energy for industrial enterprises in cities 
and country towns, and it is met by a 
Tariff operating in a way never intended 
by Parliament.* The provisions of item 
174 leave it the sport of Ministers 
and departmental officials, thus making if 
impossible for any business men to en- — 
gage in any such enterprises. Under 
the general Tariff a business man has 
the written document to consult and see — 
how he stands, but when the duty may be — 
remitted at the will of a Muinister 
no man will know his exact position. 
Under the system at present in operation, 
one duty is suspended for three months, 
another is made retrospective for six 
months, while another may run for twelve 
months, thus making confusion worse 
confounded. A business man wants to 
look ahead, and to be able to see where he 
stands. 

Mr. Greenre.—He could find out with- 
out very much trouble. 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—These 
business men have not the knowledge of 
the Minister regarding the operation of 
the Tariff, and I venture to say it will 
be news to many of them to know that 
this system is in Sper eaen 

Mr. GREENE. 
know it already. ; 

Mr. Frenron.—A big contract has beer 
let quite recently to a British firm. They 
know all about the operation ‘of this 
Tariff. 


Mre HECTOR LAMOND.—Then how 
is it that complaints are coming from 
municipal and shire councils in New 
South Wales, as well as other big bodies 
controlling large enterprises? These 
secret treaties in connexion with the 
Tariff ought to have been avoided if pos- 
sible. Parliament does not intend to im- _ 
pose a duty upon machinery that cannot — 
be made in Australia, and so in these 
items we ought to be able to say definitely — 
what class of machinery is protected and — 
what class is not. These big high-class ° 


machines, such as are required by the ayy 
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Sydney City Council, are certainly not 
- being made in Australia. 
‘Mr. Greenze.—Some of the very largest 
machines for the Sydney City Council 
are being made in Australia. 
_ Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—This must 
be newS to many honorable members, be- 
-eause it has been reported recently that 
the Cockatoo Island Dockyard has re- 
- fused to make certain machinery for the 
Sydney City Council, and we have been 
‘informed that it cannot be made any- 
“where else in Australia. This reported 
“refusal by the dockyard officials is under- 
stood to be responsible for some of the 
unemployment at that establishment, but 
now the Minister tells us that some of 
‘the machinery referred to is being made 
here. One wants to know where the 
‘truth lies in this matter. Australian re- 
‘quirements in these enormously powered 
machines will hardly warrant the instal- 
 Jation of big plants to meet the demand, 
and so we ought to have a definite assur- 
ance that these enterprises are not going 
to be handicapped by the failure of the 
Tariff to give a definite expression to the 
intention of Parliament. 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Miunister for 
Trade and Customs) [6.20]—The. elec- 
trical industry is developing in this coun- 
try, and during the last few years has 
made most wonderful strides. The ad- 
vance of electrical engineering in Aus- 
tralia reads almost like a. romance. 

' Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—l am afraid 
there is a little romance about some of 
‘the statements that have been made con- 
cerning ib. 


Mr. GREENE.—I am sorry I have not — 


with me a photograph of a turbine gene- 
ator which is in course of: construction. 
now for the Sydney municipal works, I 
‘think. Recently a transformer of 150,000 
volts was made in Western Australia. 


-~ Mr, Fow.er.—That is correct. 


a ‘Mr. GREENE.—That is one of the 

“highest tension machines that has been 

‘made in this country to date; in fact, 
there are few machines of higher tension 
made. I mention these two instances as 
an indication of what is taking place. T 
should be loath to take any steps” which 


would prevent this development, because. 


I feel that, in the progress of the elec- 
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machines. | 


ttical industry in Australia, lies the solu- » 
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tion of many of our coe 3. 

only on the fringe of what. can be accon 
plished with hydro-electric power. 
agree with the honorable member for I 
warra (Mr. Hector Lamond) that 
would be a grave mistake to put a duty 
on these machines if they are not bein 

made in Australia, but this indust: 
growing rapidly, and we are passins 
necessarily from stage to stage in the pr 
eress of development. Things are be 
done to-day in the Commonwealth © 
mere suggestion of which ten years ago 
would have been received with laugh’ 
In regard to the complaints mentioned 
the honorable member for Illawarra 
number of gentlemen waited on 
recently, and I toid them frankly 


ing, but that whenever they could 
that the local manufacturer was unable 
to produce the goods they required, or 
give delivery within a reasonable peri 
the duty would be waived. If delive 
cannot be given for two or three 
ahead, and a machine is required 
mediately, it is useless to impose a. | 
T told them that the decision of the 
partment would depend on the special’e 
cumstances surrounding each applicat 

Wherever necessary we allow free en 
and that has been done particularly © 
connexion with the hydro-electrie schi 


the Morwell scheme in Victoria. . B 
when we have been asked for a remissi 
of duties upon machines which are ben 
made in this country, we have refused. 

Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) [6.25 
A large factory for the manufacture 
electrical machinery has been establ: 
in New South Wales for some time, 
additions to the premises are now bi 
made. About £200,000 has been 
vested in the establishment, which 
employs 355 hands. but. 
is complete, 1,000 hands will be e 
ployed. This factory is engaging exte 
sively in the class of work now unc 
discussion, - | reine 

Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—That establish 
ment is dealing with general electric 
appliances, but. I was referring to spe 


“Mr, RILEY.—We should encour 
the local manufacture of the sper 
machines also. A big effort is” 


made to supply all Australia’s require- 
| men nts. We do not yet know the possi- 
bilities. of this industry, and it is one in 
respect | of which the Commonwealth 
sho ild be self-contained. 
i: FOWLER (Perth) [6.26]—The 
honorable ‘member ‘for Illawarra (Mr. 
Hector Lamond) is unduly apprehensive 
_as to the possible danger of the permissive 
clause in regard to the free importation 


be dutiable. The automatic process by 
_ which the goods are allowed to enter now 
is preferable to the older one, by which 
the introduction was a mere matter of 
decision by the Executive. Jn this case, 
we are safeguarded by conditions that 
are reasonable and right, namely, that 
the article is not being made in Australia, 
and is not likely to be made. Therefore, 
JI think that even the most ardent Free 
Trader will agree that this is a power 
_ which certainly ought to exist in con- 
~ nexion with the Tariff, and which, if 
exercised in a proper way, will be advan- 
tageous to the industries of the Common- 
wealth. The honorable member has also 
gaid that certain electrical appliances 
cannot be made in Australia. I know 
that.an effort was made a little while ago 
to eonvince the Minister that even some 
f the machines which are being made in 
Australia should be allowed to enter the 
‘Commonwealth duty free. It so hap- 
pens that transformers are being made in 
 Wrstern Australia, which, however, is so 
remote from the immediate interests of 
the majority of honorable members that 
they probably will not give that State 
-eredit for a manufacture of this kind. 
‘The following telegram from the manu- 
facturers of electrical appliances in 
Western Australia is enlightening :— 


Strongly protest against allegation that it 
st i impossible to manufacture high- -tension trans- 


- formers. in Australia. Output of our works 


last twelve months was fifty-three transformers, 
ne ranging from 6,000 to 150,000 volts, total, 1,450 
_ kilowatts. 


} “That 3 is a pretty good record for Western 
Australia. If the honorable member for 
_ WWawarra cannot find firms in Sydney 
who can meet the requirements of some 
of the enterprises in his State, he might 
p rndicate to me what is ‘ahd and I 
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_ I shall not claim any commission on wi 


of certain things which otherwise would | 
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transaction. 
Item agreed to. 


Sitting suspended from 6.30 to 8 p. pam 


Electrical and gas appliances, viz.:—_ 


(D) Metal filament lamps, per Ib., British, 
ls.; intermediate, 3s.; general, ae ie 


eave diane (by Mr, Gruen) agreed 
to— 


That the following words be added to fens 
item (p):—‘ And on and after 16th June, 
1921, Filament lamps for lighting and heating, — 
per Ib., British, 1s.; intermediate and general, 
3s. 33 3 


Item, as amended, agreed to. 
Item 181— 


Electrical articles and materials, viz.:— 

(A) Are lamps; covered cable and wire, 
except cotton covered; electric — 
vacuum tubes; measuring and re- 
cording instruments, ad val, 
British, free; intermediate, 5 per 
cent. ; general, 15 per cent. 


ee 
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(B) Cable and wire, cotton covered, ad 
val., British, 25 per cent.; inter- 
mediate, 30 per cent.; general, 400 
per cent. 


(c) Carbon manufactures. of all kinds, in- 
cluding carbon blocks, ad _ val., 
British, 30 per cent.; intermediate, © 
35 per cent.; general, 45 per cent. 


Amendment (by Mr. Gremnz) agreed 
to—- ‘ 
That the following words be inserted after 


sub-item (A) :—‘‘ And on and after 16th June, if 
1921, Are lamps~n.e.i.; covered cable and wire 


n.e.i. electric. vacuum tubes; measuring and — 
popritins instruments, ad val., British, free; 
intermediate, 5. per cent.; general, 15 per 
cent.” | 
Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister_ 
for ‘Trade and Customs) Bs Fi i 
move— | 


That sub-item (Bp) be amended by foment 
the figure (1) before the word “Cable”, and | 
by adding the following words:—* (2) Cables, — 
telecraph and telephone, paper insulated, lead _ 
covered, on and after lst October, 1922, ad val., 
British, 30 per cent.; intermediate, 40 per * 
cent.; general, 45 per cent.” che 

Mr. Fremrne.—Does this amendment 
apply to telephone wire and connexions? — 

Mr. GREENE.—If covered. It: does 
not affect material imported by the Post-_ . 
master-General. wae 

Mr. Fremre.—Does it affect the mair et 
cables or the cross-country ‘wires ands in- 
dependent lines? 
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Mr. GREENE.—The wire used in the 


country is bare; the amendment. relates” 


only to covered wires. This is a deferred 


duty. 

Amendment agreed’ to. 

Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [8.8|.— 
The Committee is asked to impose rates 
of 30, 35, and 45 per cent. on carbon 
manufactures of all kinds, including 
earbon blocks. J am assured that those 
rates are insufficient to protect an im- 
dustry which was established in conse- 

quence of a promise made by the Prime 

Minister during the war that companies 

formed to supply the needs of Australia 
at that time would subsequently receive 

every consideration from the Govern- 
ment. This company has spent between 
£10,000 and £15,000, and during the 
-war supplied carbon at less than it could 
be bought from importers, its price being 
£12 10s. per thousand, while imported 
cell carbons cost £40 per thousand. Now 
that the war is over, carbon cells are 
being imported from America, and pro- 
_bably from Germany through Great Bri- 
tain, because, before the war, much of 
this material came from Germany. Those 
interested in motion pictures have cir- 


-cularized members in protest against the 


duties, pointfhg out that the local carbons 
are unsatisfactory. They desire to kill 
this industry. : 

Mr. RicHarp Foster.—Does it need 
the protection of a duty higher than 45 


per cent.? If sojgit might as well be 
killed. 
Mr. CHARLTON.—Those interested 


in moving pictures are well able to sup- 
port an Australian industry. With the 
least excuse, they increase the price of 
admission to their entertainments; as, 
_for, instance, when the musicians award 
slightly increased the pay of musicians. 

Mr, Firemine.—Then they will pro- 
“bably incrase their prices again if these 
rates are increased. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—Their prices are 
rapidly becoming so high that the public 
will refuse to pay them, Recently, I 
_wisited a picture theatre in Melbourne 
where the films were the cheapest that 


could be obtained, and it was a waste of © 


time to look at them. We know that 
many persons have rapidly become ex- 
ceedingly wealthy at the expense of the 
picture spectators. An industry which 
can manufacture the carbon cells that 
_ Australia requires should receive more 
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protection, if it cannot continue 
the present duties. 


Mr. Fiemine.—Would ‘thiee ‘ 
manufacture the films suffer, or on 
those who reproduce them 4 ee 


Mr. CHARLTON.—If the aie 
ture of this material is discontinu 
three factories, I understand, will elc 
This industry is only in its infancy, | 
can grow only if adequately protec 
af Hope that the Minister (Mr. Green 
will consider the matter. Those inte- 
rested in moving-picture shows are no 
deserving of more attention than other 
in the community. 


Mr. FRANCIS (Henty) Is. 13] ee 
hope that the Minister (Mr. ie 


@ 


of the 
(Mr. Charlton). fi a ABtiOe 
I have received from persons 
rested in the carbon industry in A 
tralia, they say that their compa 
recently tendered in Sydney for a con- 
tract, and was beaten by an American 


cent. less. They add that the Amero 
are determined to capture the carbon 
market of Australia. Prior to the war, 
Germany and Austria chiefly supplied 
carbon used here, but the Austral 
frm, if it gets the protection that i 
seeks, will be able to meet the needs o 
this country in regard to carbon, 1] 
who have invested their money in this 
business are satisfied that, if they get the 
protection which was practically promised. 
to them, they will be able to build up 
industry that will fully supply the needs — 
of Australia. The opponents of this duty 
say that sufficient money cannot be © 
raised in Australia for the purpose of 
establishing factories for the manuf 
ture of all the different classes of carbol 
required by the various trades operating 
in the Commonwealth, because — the 
manufacturers in the older countries « 
the world have not only more up-to-dat 
machinery, but also the advantage of the 
world’s markets at their command. Bu 
our eoncern should be, not as to what 1 
done in other countries, but as to whether 
we can build up industries here capable 
of supplying all the needs of Austra’ 
Tn order to enable them to be establis 


to ee Be unkisbived by ourselves, both 
fk AD regard to quantity and quality. I 
4 know that the picture-show proprietors 
are anxious to secure an article much 
‘below the Australian cost of production, 
but I am sure this Parliament will not 
listen to opposition of that nature when 
the life of young indtstries is at stake. 
_ One firm has already spent £15,000 in 
bac the ‘purchase of land, the erection of a 
building, and the installation of the 
necessary machinery for the manufacture 
of carbons; and it has undertaken to 
supply the whole of Australia’s carbon 
requirements. Our Government Depart- 
ments were very glad to get the carbons 
made by this firm during the war; and 
surely now, armed with. the assurance 
_ that the company will provide the neces- 
_ gary quantity and quality, the Minister 
should favorably consider the request 
of these people for the increase of 
the duty by another 5 or 10 per cent. 
The wishes of the picture-show pro- 
_prietors are a secondary consideration. 
T have not asked the Minister for much 
during the consideration of the Tariff, 
but I hope that the request I am putting 
_ forward will appeal to his common sense, 
ee the people manufacturing these 
- garbons can supply the whole of the needs 
_ of Australia, which I am sure they can 
do. 
Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
_ for Trade and Customs) [8.20].—The 
_ industry referred to by the honorable 
member for Henty (Mr. Francis) was 
commenced during the war, and did 
some very useful work in turning out car- 
bons which, according to the evidence 
given by users, quite outside the picture 
film people, have given satisfaction. In 
| framing the Tariff, I took into considera- 
- tion the service rendered by this industry 
during the war, and fixed rates of. duty 
which I think ought to be sufficient. I 
am not quite satisfied that the company 
which is now making: the carbons is man- 
_ aged on the best lines, but I am satisfied 
that if it increases its efficiency it will 
_ find the duties provided quite ample. In 
the circumstances, I do not feel disposed 
to increase the rates. 


Mr. FOLEY (Kalgoorlie) [8.23].—I 

have not received one of the circulars in 
opposition to these duties. It is about 
he oe one agsued to honorable memeher 
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that I have not received but my gene- 
ral knowledge of the subject will stand — 
me in good stead. I have, however, read — 
the circular forwarded by the company 
referred to by the honorable member for — 
Henty (Mr. Francis). My informa- 
tion is that these people are not using — 
graphite to the extent it should be aed, a 
and that they are making their carbons 
from coke. If that is the case, they can- 
not possibly compete with the carbons _ 
made in Great Britain, because the article — 


used in picture shows must be vias 
to stand a very high voltage. I have x 
seen an Australian carbon side by side 
with a British carbon, and the evidence — 
in favour of the British article was over- 


whelming. ‘We have graphite in Aus- 
tralia, and there’ is no reason why it ~ 


should not be used. An industry which — 


seeks protection ought to be in a posi-_ 
tion to.deliver the goods. I do not believe — 
these people are doing so. Mr. Langley, 
an expert in picture-show work, who sub-— 
mitted the Australian carbons to a prac- 
tical test. covering a period of several — 
months, has assured me that they do not — 
approach the British article in any point. ~ 
On one occasion he found that through 
the faultiness of the carbon he was using 
his machine was almost ruined, and if 
he had not had a stand-by, the ‘show in 
which he was using the carbon could not 
have proceeded. The protection on 
this item—45 per cent. under the gene- 
ral Tariff—is about the highest protec- 
tion afforded in the schedule. At any 
rate, it should be enough to induce any 
firm to make a good article. It is not 
worth while imposing a handicap upon 
other people unless the industry so pro- — 
tected can “deliver the goods” up to the — 
amount of that handicap. The protec- 
tion afforded in this instares is altogether 
too high. Mr. Langley is willing to give 
a demonstration before any electrical ex- | 
pert nominated by the Government to 
prove that his evidence is correct. Those 
associated with him say that they are 
quite willing that this high duty should 
be imposed if their evidence is wrong, but — a 
that under present conditions they must 
use British carbon, even if the duty be 
60 per cent. However, they also say that 
if the Australian manufacturer can pro- 
duce carbon up to the right standard, 
they will use nothing else. This is a 


“80. 
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fair proposition, and I think that the dis- 
eussion on the item should be adjourned 
to -enable this demonstration to be 
given. We are anxious to foster Aus- 
tralian industries on sound lines. 
Here is an opportunity of doimg 
Let us have a demonstration 
that this industry is “delivering the 
goods” up to the necessary standard. 
- The same firms are agents for the Aus- 
tralian products. I have made inquiries 
from another source which show that if 
one desires to purchase Australian carbons 
they are not always available. There 
may be an understanding with some of 
these firms so that it may pay them better 
to sell something that is not manufac- 
tured in Australia. That is what we 
should endeavour to prevent. My infor- 
mation was not obtained from the same 
‘source as the other information given to 
me by an expert who said that he was 
prepared to use the Australian product if 
it was as good as the British. He also 
said that he would be compelled to use 
the British product irrespective of the 
duty. 

Mr. ANSTEY (Bourke) [8.31].—The 
honorable member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. 
_ Foley) appears to be full of mformation, 
but so far as I could gather he has not 
been quoting from any file. I have be- 
fore me a most voluminous document 
from the Amalgamated Pictures Limited, 
which contains nothing but information, 
but after reading it, I have come to the 
conclusion that it is of little value; it 
would take a great deal to convince me 
on the arguments adduced by that body. 
I am not likely to alter my opinions in 
the slightest degree, on the evidence 
brought forward by this corporation, be- 
cause all the arguments used against this 
Australian industry have been employed 
against other industries. For instance, 
they say that it is inadequately capi- 
_talized, and in answer to that I may say 
_ that there is nothing in the world to pre- 

vent them contributing the requisite 
funds. They also say that the products 
of the Australian Carbon Proprietary 
Limited are of unsatisfactory quality, 
and if there is anything in that, the same 
argument might be used against other in- 
dustries. There is another statement in 
their circular letter—I do not think it is 
_ true—in which they say that biograph 
_ eaibons used to cost £25 per 1;000, but 
_ewing to the new duties, and various 
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of the honorable member for Kooyor 


of A5 per eent. over a short es 
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the Ever Ready Abt of pek 
quoted 36s., 438., 58s., 64s., and 22 
per 1,000 carbons. The prices for » 
imported article of the same type 1 
17s. sian , 19s. LOd., 22s, .2d., ai u 


is expressed that these were Gera 
goods coming in as British. There has 
evidently been under-cutting to kill the 
local industry. The Australian 
bons Proprietary Limited say that when 
their company quoted the Ever Ready 
Company of Sydney for a large parcel of 
cell carbons, they were informed that 
their prices were about 50 per cent. 
higher than the quote from England not- 
withstanding that the quote was under 
the cost of production. They also state 


During the war, the cellmakers were charg 
£40 per 1,000 for cell carbons by importers, 
when my company were able to supply we 
quoted at £12 10s. per 1,000. The result et 
this was that cellmakers were able to get 
orders for cells; to-day, two new firm 
Widdis Company and MeclIlwraith Compam 
are oeyaiga 2) cells, and only apie rece! 


This order was only possible on account of | : 
company being able to supply them with th 
carbons as required, and at a reasonable sa e. 


give it cy aca protection. is the. word 


(Sir Robert Best), the higher the . 


the lower the price. Of course, ini. 


the importers bring dowel the ee 3 
order to compete with internal comp 
tion. is 1 h 


manufactured in Australia. 
used during the war period can hee 
in times of peace. sat 
member for Kakeoothie (Mr. Foley): ane 

that a duty of 45 per cent. was a suffi 
cient handicap, but it all depends on 
far a competitor has to run. <A nee icay 


- Mr. Forry.—The proportion is the 
mreame, : 

ss Mr, ANSTEY.—Yes; but a competitor 
would be “winded” before he reached the 
- post. The Minister for Trade and Cus- 


introducing will be applied, and in these 
circumstances the imposition of high 
- duties will not be detrimental to the con- 
_sumers. In order to give the local com- 
_ pany an opportunity to produce, I 


That the item be amended: by adding to 
_ sub-item (c) the following words :—‘‘-And on 
nd after 16th June, 1941, ad val., British, 
45 per cent.; intermediate, 55 ‘per cent.) 


| Mr. FOLEY (Kalgoorlie) [8.38].—I 
1m strongly opposed to the amendment 
ubmitted by the honorable member for 
- Bourke (Mr. Anstey). There is one ar- 
gument which I did not use when pre- 
viously placing the position before the 
Committee, and I shall now submit it to 


Greene) in the form of questions. Did 
_ the Australian Navy use Australian car- 
bons in their searchlights during the war 
- period? Did the Military Department 
-use Australian carbons for military 
work? If the replies are in the affirma- 
‘tive, I am prepared to support the higher 
duties proposed; and, if not, they should 
be allowed to remain as they appear in 


¢ 


the schedule. | 


Mr, ANSTEY (Bourke) [8.39].—If the 
Australian Navy did not use Australian 


Australian Military Forces did not use 
_ Australian carbons for military work, 
they should have done so. 


Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [8.40].— 
I am in favour of having everything we 
_ require manufactured in Australia, and I 
shall always fight for increased duties. 
_ At the same time, I wish that the whole 


that we could discuss the difference in 
exchange dumping Bill, which is to be 


Be Tag fee -Dune: sah]: 


provisions of a measure which he intends - 


ae the Minister for Trade and Customs (Mr. 


carbons in the searchlights, and if the 


of this Tariff could be taken in globo, so. 


v ariff. ; 


S\ 


war days. 


seller. If the cost of production of that 


piauo has increased by 100 per cent, 
200 per cent., or 300 per cent., the price 


on the last-mentioned rate would, there- 


fore, be £60, which, plus another ‘£20004 
Pe i i 
£20 was sent, by permission of the Min- — 4 
(Mr, 
Greene), through the Melbourne Post ea 
Office, or if a credit was passed through 
to Great Britain, it would have a pur- 


makes it £80 for a £20 instrument, 


ister for Trade 


and Customs 


chasing power of £150, so on that basis 


three pianos could be purchased for what 
the pre-war price secured one, and a 
That is, 
serious thing, and that is why I am es 
strongly in favour of passing the Tariff — 
so that we can deal with the other very _ 
important phase of the question. I be- 
heve it is the first time a Minister for: 

Trade and Customs has promised to ap- 


#, 


balance would still remain. 


point a Board which will be able to go 


into the whole matter of Tariff charges. — 
The honorable member for Dampier 
(Mr. Gregory) informed me this even- 
ing that we might endow that body ~ 
I understand 


with the powers that 
exist in Japan, to follow up the goods 
even after they are sold. I have care- 


fully perused the Tariffs in existence in 


mM 


other countries, but. I had overlooked that 


important provision. 
a communication 
Limited, but there is one paragraph in 


their letter which I resent very strongly. 


It reads— 


We have assisted the carbon manufacturers 
here during the last two years by experiment- 


ing with the local products, in order to give. 


them a fair trial. 


provement in the quality of the carbons. 


jie 
ray 


Prior to the war, a German 
piano could be purchased in Berlin far es 
£20, aiter allowing a fair profit to the — 


I have received — 
from Williamsons 


We have pointed out where 
the difficulties lie, but there has been no im- _ 


are quite prepared to give you a practical de-- 


monstration by an expert as to the inferiority 


of the locally-made carbons, and the impossi- ; 
them on our biographic 


bility of using 
machines, 


theta ees ae 


is 


These people are quite prepared to accept 


the money of Australian patrons at thei: 


shows, but are so unpatriotic that they 


do not desire to 
manufactures. 


in these words, “ Williamsons do not be- 
lieve in using the carbons produced in. 


support Australian 


9082 Tariff. 
this country.” Although these people are 
personal friends of mine, I feel it my 
duty as a true Protectionist to place this 
matter before them. Honorable members 
will recollect that during recent years the 
_prices of admission have increased con- 
siderably, and some companies sayed ex- 
pense by eliminating musicians and plac- 
ing “hurdy-gurdy machines” in their 
place. : 


Mr. Hecror Lamonn.—Williamsons do 
not do that. 


Dr. MALONEY.—Perhaps not. I 
frequently attend picture shows, and find 
them interesting and instructive; but I 
want them to use Australian products. 
If the firm would exploit Australian pic- 
tures, I would be prepared, if they de- 
cided to start a factory in order to produce 
their own goods, to give them every en- 
couragement by way of protective duties. 

- I intend to support the amendment of the 
honorable member for Bourke (Mr. 
Anstey). 


Mr. FRANCIS (Henty) [8.46].—I hope 
the Committee will not be influenced by 
the statement of the honorable member 
for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Foley), to the effect 
that the Defence and Navy Departments 
are not using Australian carbons. If 
those Departments have not done so, and 
are not doing so, the fact carries no 
weight as an argument against the quality 
of the Australian productions. The 
Postmaster-General’s Department uses 
them, as far as possible, in its activities, 
and, if we can protect the industry, as the 
amendment of the honorable member for 
Bourke (Mr. Anstey) would do, all the 
Commonwealth Departments would be 
able to use these carbons, and they would 
find that they are of the very highest 
quality. The industry should have the 
degree of protection which it so richly 

earned by supplying Australia’s require- 
ments during the war. 


Question—That the words proposed to 
be inserted (Mr. ANnsrzy’s amendment) 


be so inserted—put. The Committee 
divided. 

Ayes A oe eit ae 

WN oes) 4 en Pee 
: Majority a ie Ld 
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AYES. Ase 
Blundell, R. P. ,; Maloney, Dr, 
Charlton, M. Riley, E. Ke 
Cunningham, L. L, Ryan, To: 
Fenton, J. E. West, J. E. 
Francis, F. H. 
Hay, A. Tellers: 
Lamond, Hector | Anstey, F, 
Makin, N. J. O. Lazzarini, H, P. 
NOEs. 
Bell, G. J. Groom, L. E. 
Bowden, E. K. Jowett, KE. 


Lister, J. H. 
Mackay, G. H. 
Rodgers, A. S. Sar 
Ryrie, Sir Granville 
Smith, Laird | 


Cameron, D. C. 
Cook, Sir Joseph 
Cook, Robert 

Corser, E. B. C. 
Fleming, W. M, 


Foley, G. Stewart, P. G. ney 
Foster, Richard Wienholt, A. She 
Gabb, J. M. Wise, G. H. i ae 
Gibson, W. G. Tellers: 


Burchell, R. J. 


Greene, W. M. 
Story, W. H. 


Gregory, H. 


Question so resolved in the negative. 
Amendment negatived. . 
Item, as amended, agreed to. 
Item 182— ) 
Bolts, nuts, rivets, and metal washers, n.e.i.;_ 
serews with nuts or for use with nuts; engi 
neers’ set screws, ad val., British, 274 per cent.; 
intermediate, 35 per cent.; general, 40 per 
cent. x Beg, 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (Illawarra) 
[8.54] —I move— | | 4 
That the following words be added:—“And on 
and after 16th June, 1921— Gra 
(a) Bright finished or milled from the bar, 
ad val., British, 35 per cent.; inter-— 
mediate, 45 per cent.; general, 50 
per cent. 
(pe) Other, ad val., 
intermediate, 35 per cent.; 
40 per cent.” + 


My object in moving for these increases is 
to give reasonable protection to an indus- 
try which has been started in Australia 
practically since the armistice. The use 
of automatic machinery for the manufac 
ture of a host of things in England dur-_ 
ing the war threw upon the market, at 
the end of the war, great quantities of 
very valuable machines, some of the best 
of which were sent out to Australia at very 
reasonable prices. The result has been that 
a number of new industries have been 
established which call for protection now, 
so that, in a world of keen and open com 
petition, they may have a chance to be- 
come established and prosper. Among” 
these is the manufacture of bright finished — 
or milled screws, nuts, and so on. They 


British, 274 per cent.; 
' general, 


-~, Tareff. 


are made in quite a different way from 
the other lines mentioned in the item; 
and, in the course of their manufacture, 
the waste of material is so great that the 
rates of duty which permit the production 
of those other lines to be carried on suc- 
cessfully are altogether insufficient for 
this new branch of the industry. Of the 
as steel which goes originally into the fac- 
% tory, only one-third is sent out Sn the 
_ finished article. To put the -position in 
another manner, for every ton of manu- 
_ faetured goods, three tons of raw steel 
are required. I trust that the Minister 
will agree to the amendment, since the 
"rates proposed are necessary to preserve 
an infant industry, which, even in its 
_ present state of development, is able to 
_ supply the whole of the wants of Aus- 
tralia to-day. Factories have been estab- 
-jished in Sydney and in Melbourne. I am 
‘not sure that there are others, but I am 
i. authoritatively informed that those in 
existence are able to cater for all local 
requirements. 
_ Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister for 
Trade and Customs) [8.56}]—I have 
looked into this matter, and was prepared 
to move an amendment which is not 
exactly on the lines of that of the honor- 
able member for Ilawarra. Subject to 
‘ othe withdrawal of his, I move— 


| "That the item be amended by adding the fol- 

lowing words:—*“ And on and after 16th June, 

_ 1921—Bolts, nuts, rivets, and metal washers, 

-te.i.; screws with nuts or for use with nuts: 

_ engineers’ set screws— 

} (A) Bright finished or milled from the bar, 
ad val., British, 323 per cent.; inter- 

_ mediate, 40 per cent.; general, 45 per 
cent. 

(B) Other, ad val., British, 273 per cent.; 
intermediate, 35 per cent.; general, 
40 per cent.” 


s for Illawarra, the only difference being 
- that the rates of duty which I have indi- 
_ cated are not quite as high. [I think, 
Ma adie that they will prove sufficient. 

_ Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 

__ Amendment (by Mr. Greenx) proposed. 
a o Mr. Srewarr.—The only purpose of 
_ the amendment of the honorable member 


for Illawarra was to raise the price of the 
rticles 
Mr. Hector Lamonp. roa. ge that. 
eet eee ate ae . . 
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Mr. Srewart.—lIf the amendment was 
not for the purpose of raising prices, why _ 


did the honorable member move it? 


Mr. 
[8.58].—I desire to reply to that inter- 
jection, because I wish my constituents 
to know why I advocate higher duties. 
The honorable member for Wimmera 
(Mr. Sszwart) wishes to know why I 
moved as I did, if my purpose was not te 
give manufacturers an opportunity te 
raise their prices. In regard to nearly 
every item of tlte Tariff, I am confronted 
with the position that, if Australian in- 
dustry is to have a fair chance, the Tariff 


must be sufficiently high to keep out the 
In 
order to bring that about, such a Tariff 


most cheaply produced foreign goods. 
must be imposed as would enable the lacal 


manufacturer, if he saw fit, to raise his 


prices to just below those at which the 


imported goods would have to be sold to 
Thus, the Aus- 


cope with the duties. 
tralian maker could improperly exploit 
the people. But I know that unless 
a high Tariff is given, Australia’s indus- 
tries must struggle against a competition 
which they cannot overcome. I have ar- 
rived at the conclusion, therefore, that, 
in this Tariff, I shall go as far as the 
Minister is prepared to go in respect of 
most items, 
with regard to some, and not at all with 
him, possibly, concerning some others. 
Generally, however, I shall go as high as 
I believe is necessary to give to the local 
manufacturer a fair chance to capture 
the whole of the Australian trade. When 
he secures that trade, he ought to be able 
to reduce his prices. 


Mr. Brexnan.—He will do it without 
any asking. 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—TIf he is a 


wise man he will do it without any asking. 


as the honorable member sagely suggests. 


The biggest industries touched by this 
Tariff have done it without being asked. 
I shall extend to every industry which has 
a reasonable chance of capturing our 
market an opportunity to do so. 


083 


further than the Minister | 


HECTOR LAMOND (Illawarra) 


TES 
those engaged in these industries fail to 


act fairly, and this Parliament is always . 


sitting, we shall then have an opportunity 


of treating our manufacturers as they ~ 


’ deserve. 
Mr. Grsson. — Then make the duty 
high enough. s 
4 Si 


Mr HECTOR LAMOND. — I will 
make it high enough to enable the hon- 
rable member for Corangamite (Mr. 
Gibson) to sell wheat in Australia con- 
‘tinuously at 7s. or 8s. per bushel. I did 
not notice any reluctance on the part of 
‘the honorable member for Wimmera 
‘to accept 9s. per bushel for his wheat 
when he could get it. 

_ Mr. Gisson.—He did not get it, un- 
fortunately. 

Mr HECTOR LAMOND, — He did 
get it. 
we Mr. 


ae Greson.—He did not. 
- Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—tThen._ he 
must manage his business badly. We 
_ have to admit that during the war period 
some manufacturers in this country 
treated the consumers shamefully, and if 
a difficulty be experienced to-night in get- 
‘ting justice for the manufacturer, it is be- 
© cause of the action of a very few of their 
“number in extorting from the people the 
utmost farthing during a time of unparal- 
~ Jeled stress. To say that all of our 
manufacturers did that. would be to mis- 
lead the Committee. 
. Mr. Srewarr. — And some importers 
did it, too. : ) 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—It a com- 
parison is to be instituted between the 
ability of the local manufacturer and the 
- local importer to impose taxes upon the 
people, the honorable member has merely 
~ to look at the prices which he pays for 
- goods which do not enter into competition 


answer. If an industry exists in Aus- 
tralia, this Parliament or the State Par- 
- Jiaments have the control of it in their 
hands. If those who are engaged in it 
do not “play the game” it is within the 


Industry at every step. For my own 


tralia, where we can control them, to um- 
porting goods from other countries 
hose industries we cannot control, 
-Question—That the words proposed to 
e added (Mr. Grennr's amendment ) 
@ so ddded—put. | The 
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Cameron, D. C. 


‘Gibson, W. G. 


with our own manufactures to obtain his. 


“power of ‘the Legislature to regulate that. 


part, I prefer to have industries in Aus- 


Committee: 


Anstey, F. 
Blundell, R. P. 


Riley, B.- 


Charlton, M. eee 
‘Rodgers, A. S 


Corser, E. B. C. 
Fenton, J. E. 
Francis, F, H. 
Greene, W. M. 
Groom, L. E. | 
Hay, A. 
Lamond Hector 
Lazzarini, H..P. 
TLigter, Jv: Hy: 
Mackay, G. H. 


West, J. He 
| Wise, G. H.- 


Tellers: : 
Burchell, R. J. 


| Story, W. i. 


NOES. ya 
Brennan, F. Gregory, H. 
Cook, Robert Jowett, E. 


Fleming, W. M. Stewart, P. G. 


Foley; G. Wienholt, A. 
Foster, Richard  Tellens: 
Gabb, J. M. Bell, G. J. 


Bowden, E. K, 


Question go resolved in the affirn 
Amendment agreed to. 
Item, as amended, agreed to. 
Items 183 (Rivets, bifurcated) 
(Washers and. rivets, copper) 
(Brake and plough screws, &e.) 
(Screw hooks, eyes, and rings), : 
Item 187— 


Nails, viz.:— Ao 
(A) Saddlers’ tacks (not cut) and’ 
ad val., British, free; interme 
5 per cent.;. general, 15 p 
(Bp) Rail-dogs or brobs, per cwt., 
4s. 6d.; intermediate, 5s. 6d. 
ral, 6s. Mees 6 
(c) Brads (including moulde 
glaziers’); pieture nails; 
staples; tacks, n.e.i.; wire and 
nails, n.e.i.; gimp pins; spc 
screws, per cwt. or ad val., Bi 

5s. 6d., 324 per cent.; intern 
6s. 6d., 40 per cent.; gener 
per cent., whichever rate r 


higher duty. i 


-(p) Horse-shoe nails, per cwt., — 
8s. 6d.;. intermediate, © 


general, 12s. , i 

Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minist 
Trade and Customs) [9.10]—It 
noticed that there is an alternatiy 
valorem duty provided in this iter 
duty was imposed with the intention 
providing an adequate measure ot 
tection for certain classes of manufa 


varieties of nails. We have 
the result of experience of the 


Mr. Srewarr.——That sounds better. 
Mr. GREENE. — It is just as well 
_ when we find that we have made too much 
| provision by way of duty to frankly ac- 
knowledge it. When I introduced the 
 QYariff I said that we did not suggest 
that our proposals were counsels of per- 
fection. 
Mr. Forny.—They were very near to 
“ait. 
“Mr. GREENE. They were as near 
4o it as we knew how to make them. In 
‘the operation of the Tariff it has been 
found that the present duty 1s unneces- 
sarily high, and therefore I intend to ask 
_ the Committee to agree to a reduction of 
it and to cut out sub-item p.  Accord- 
ingly I move— 
That sub-item (C) 
the following words :—‘‘.And on and after 
16th June, 1921, per cwt., British, 5s. 6d.; in- 
‘termediate, 6s. 6d. ; general, 8s.; or ad. val., 
British, '25 “per cent. ; intermediate, 30 per 


 eent.; general, 35 per cent., whichever rate 
returns the higher duty.’’ 


* J wish also to add to sub-item p the 
words—‘‘ Up to and including the 15th 
June, 1921.” 
‘The effect of these amendments will be 
to place horse-shoe nails under the ad 
valorem duty. 
Mr. Fremiye.—Will they have the 
_ effect of lowering the duty upon horse- 
shoe nails? | 
Mr. GREENE.—They will slightly 
increase the duty upon horse-shoe mails, 
_ because we have found that the present 
duty is inadequate. 
7. Mr. Ricwarp Fosrrr. Lire honorable 
ia ‘gentleman said that the duty was too high 
Just now. 
Mr. Greenz.—But in the schedule as 
it now stands, the ad valorem duty does 
not apply to horse-shoe nails. 
. Mr. Frewinc—So we are going to 
‘ tia our horses by using bad horse-shoe 
ss _ nails. | 
Ca taal. GREENE ——Until a compara- 
tively recent date, the Australian manu- 
_ facturers were supplying nearly the whole 
of our Commonwealth requirements in 
- horse-shoe nails. J think that they sup- 
_ plied 90 per cent. of those requirements. 
But owing to competition from one source 
and another, they are now quite unable 
- to compete successfully, with the result 
. = i ia are eee only a very small 


be amended by adding 


any protection. 


proportion of our Piahitereee CN 
cordingly, we provide for a reduction in — 
the ad valorem duty, and propose to bring 
horse-shoe nails under that duty. 


Mr. Cuariron.—Then the fixed » daty 
upon horse-shoe nails will go out? | 


Mr. GREENE.—tThere will be a ead) 
duty, but it will not apply to horse-shoe 
nails. The ad valorem duty will | Bes 
applicable to them. ne 

Mr. Ricuarp Fostrr.—Then the Min- : 
ister is increasing the duty. 


Mr. GREENE.—I have said that in — 
regard to all nails other than horse-shoe 
nails this will mean a reduction of duty, 
but that it involves an increase in a, 
duty on horse-shoe nails. : 


Mr. BELL (Darwin) [9.16] nghee 
the Minister (Mr. Greene) announced that — 
he proposed to move an amendment pro- | 
viding for a reduced duty, I thought the 
reduction would apply to the duty on 
horse-shoe nails. J am extremely disap- 
pointed that it does not do so. If there 
is any article in respect of which it is — 
essential we should have the best quality 
for use, I should say it is horse- 
shoe nails. While the Minister was 
speaking, I heard an -honorable mem- 
ber interject that the Australian-made 
article, as usual, was of no value, 
and it is frequently. said that Australians 
will not use any article made in Australia 
if they can avoid domg so. Such state- 
ments are absolutely absurd, and it should 
be unnecessary to dwell on them. To — 
say that a farrier objects to use an Aus-_ 
tralian horse-shoe nail solely on the 
ground that it is not an imported article | 
is ridiculous. The farriers surely know 
which is the better article, and I have 
been assured by a number ‘of them that 
until quite recently it was almost impos- — 
sible to obtain a good horse-shoe nail. — 
Those used during recent years have been — 
almost exclusively of Australian manu- 
facture. As the Minister has explained, — 
the imported article is now coming into — 
use again, and the Australian manufac-_ 
turer finds it hard to. carry on against . 
this competition. Unless, however, the — 
Australian manufacturer can make an 
article equal to that which can be im- 
ported, we are not justified in giving him 
T regret that the Min- 
ister cannot see his way to reduce instead — 


A 


of proposing to imerease the protection. on 
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ue shoe nails. Although not a farrier, 
—L have been compelled “occasionally to 
‘nail on a horse-shoe, and I know how i si 
portant it is that only nails of the bes 
quality should be used for such a be 
pose. I therefore consider that the Min- 
ister is scarcely justified in proposing to 
increase instead of to reduce the protec- 
tion on horse-shoe nails until he has as- 
‘sured himself that the locally-manufac- 
tured article is equal to that which is 
imported. 


Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) |9.19].— 
Regret has been expressed that the 
amendment proposed by the Minister 


(Mr. Greene) does not mean a reduction 
of the duties under this item. Taking 
the item as a whole, however, we find 
that it will mean a reduction, since it will 
apply to picture nails, spikes, staples, 
tacks n.e.i., wire and other nails n.e.1., 
gimp pins, and spouting screws. In re- 
spect of all those articles, the duty under 
the general Tariff will be reduced to the 
extent of 10 per cent. if this amendment 
be carried. I should like to know exactly 
to what class of nails the reduction will 
apply. For instance, there is the ordi- 
nary wire nail used in building opera- 
tions. Is that nail covered by another 
item ? 

Mr. Grernre.—No, it is included in this 
item. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—So that the duty 
on building nails will be reduced. The 
proposed reduction may affect the sub- 
_sidiary industries of the'iron works in 
the Newcastle district to which reference 
was made on a-former occasion. Many 
of those factories, even with the existing 
duty, have not been working for eight or 
ten weeks, so that if the duty is reduced 
we can say “ good-bye” to them. 


Mr. Greent.—I am quite satisfied as 
to the position, so far as wire nails are 
concerned. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—What = about 
spikes? They are manufactured here, 

and are used freely throughout Australia. 
Mr. Gremne.—I am quite satisfied 

that, so far as the articles enumerated 
are concerned, the reduced duty will be 
quite sufficient, 


Mr. CHARLTON.—Having no infor- 
mation to go upon, I thought it well to 
ascertain exactly what would be the effect 
of the Ce re reduction. 
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. tacks and lines of that kind, and 


If the ‘Min-. 
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ister is satisfied with the position, i: | 
nothing more to say. sey 


Mr. FLEMING (Robertson) 19. 22]. 
We are dealing with this item in ¢ 
wrong way. If the Minister (Mr. Green 
had moved to raise the duty on saddle: 


reduce the duty on horse-shoe nails, there 
would have been far more reason in ae 
proposal. Inferior saddlers’ tacks_ 2 
brads can do no serious harm, but de 
use of an inferior horse-shoe nail often 
leads to the laming of a horse. ft 
Minister, ike the rest of us, may some 
day have a long journey ‘interrupted 
and the horse he is riding ruimed a 
the result of the introduction of son 
of these bad nails, which are going to I 
forced on the community. It is dan 
gerous to restrict in any way the choice 
of horse-shoe nails. Every man with ex 
perience of horses must know that horses 
have Bi crippled by the use of inferior 
nails. can bear: out the statemen’ 
made by the honorable member for Dar- 
win (Mr. Bell) that one inferior nail 
sufficient to ruin the best horse in Aus 
tralia. The Minister would be well 
vised if he reconsidered the item. Eve: , 
farrier likes to have a choice of nails, and 
different farriers use different brands. If 
we take away from a tradesman the nails 
to which he has been accustomed, we 
may have a number of pricked hors 
and a horse with a pricked hoof is often 
ruined for life. The laming of one good 
horse a year would involve to the owner 
a loss greater than the profit which th 
additional duty will give to the loc 
manufacturer. as 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond Vig hee 
Trade and Customs) [9.25].—If I thought 
there was any reasonable ground for sup- 
posing that the Australian horse-shoe 
nail was inferior, I would not ask the 
Committee to increase the duty on horse- 
shoe nails. I know as well as does any 
honorable member. who has been in the 

country that an inferior» horse-shoe nail 
is the last thing you want to meet with 
on a journey. The position, however, is 
roughly this: In 1905, a manufacturer 
of horse-shoe nails here turned out 14,098 
boxes, each of 28 lbs. weight. That 
quantity would shoe a fair number o 
horses. For a number of years later 
turned out well over 10,000 boxes. About 
1912, however, competition set in, % 
last year he turned out only 2,088 bo: 


\ 
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of Bane ioe we have an industry 
_ which apparently gave to the Australian 
_ public complete satisfaction, as shown by 
its large gutput for some years. The 
manufacturer could not maintain his 
_ trade for a number of years unless his 
nails were giving satisfaction; but he 
now finds it impossible to compete with 
imports from outside. I am therefore 
_ asking the Committee to agree to this 
_ additional duty on horse-shoe nails. It 
will not work out at a much greater rate, 
but I think it will give that additional 
_ protection which will enable the manu- 
 facturer once more to carry on his in- 


} dustry. 


_ /Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [9.28].— 
‘I hope that the Committee will accept 
the amendment. The manufacturer re- 
ferred to by the Minister (Mr. Greene) 
carries on his industry in the electorate 
of Bourke, and the figures as to his out- 
put are so conclusive that I purpose quot- 
ing a few of them. In 1905, this manu- 
_facturer sold 14,098 boxes of 28 Ibs. each, 
_and thereafter the number of boxes sold 
_ by him was as follows:—TIn 1906, 13,672; 
fei) ~ 13,267; 1908, 12,023; 1909, 
fnguo; 1910) 11,660; 1911, -10,269; 
wot, 7,042 1913, 5,979; 1914, 4,076. 
1915, O5(41/321916; 5.4875 -.1917, 5,524; 
1918 3,904: 1919, 1 686 ; 


_ Mr. Wesr.—Did the introduction of 
motor cars make any difference ? 


_ Dr. MALONEY.—It must have made 
a slight difference, as is shown by the fact 
that omnibus horses have been eliminated 
in London. I trust that the Committee 
will accept the amendment of the Minis- 
ter, 


_ Mr. BOWDEN (Nepean) [9.30].—The 
arguments that have been advanced would 
be all very well if there had been no in- 
 erease in the duties, or if, in those years 
referred to, they had been higher than 
they are now. I find, however, that in 

_ the 1908 Tariff the duties on horse-shoe 
_ nails were 7s. 6d. and 8s., whereas now 
_ they are 8s. 6d. to 12s. We, therefore, 
_have to look for some other reason for the 
_ locally-manufactured article dropping out 
of use. That cannot be due to the Tariff, 
because the Tariff has been there all the 
_ time; and, apparently, under a lower rate 

the manifacturers did better than they 


e able to do now. The real reason, as 
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and in 1920, 
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already mentioned, is that the quality of 
the local article is not so good as that of — 
the imported article. Farriers like the 


best of nails, and if they find that, with 


the local article they have to use two nails 
instead of one, and, at the same time, run © 
the risk of crippling the horses, all the 
duties in the world will not keep such 
nails in use. The duties of 8s. 6d. to 12s. 
are extremely heavy, and if the quality of 
the local article is as good as that of the ~ 
imported, they have ample protection for — 
the industry. Costs are rising in all 
directions, and we do not know when this 
is going to end. The Munister (Mr. 
Greene) tells us that this schedule was 
carefully considered and approved by the 
Cabinet, and that it has been at work for — 
&@ year and a half, and yet, at the last 
minute, he proposes amendments which, 
in nearly every case, have an upward 
direction. 

Mr. WATKINS (Newcastle) [9.35 ].— 
I think the Minister (Mr. Greene) would 
be well advised to separate this item of — 
horse-shoe nails, around which, up to the | 
present, the whole discussion has centred, 
for the effect of his amendment is to alter 
the whole incidence of the taxation on 
other nails. 

Mr. Greenz.—I intended to do that, be- 
cause we discovered that the duties were 
higher than they need be. 

Mr. WATKINS.—Are they higher im 


' this Tariff than. in the last? 


Mr. Greenz.— Yes. 

Mr. WATKINS.—It happens that a 
wire-drawing industry in New South 
Wales, as stated by the honorable mem- 
ber for Hunter (Mr. Uharlton), has been 
closed down for two months on account of 
the importation of wire of the particular 
size required for fencing. 

Mr. Greenr.—Nail-making is 
going on, as I saw myself. 

Mr. WATKINS.—The honorable gen- 
tleman saw only one machine working; 
and I would remind the Minister that the 
main factory of this company is in Mel- 
bourne. 
the duties proposed will afford ample — 
protection, but we have had no time — 
to consider the facts and circumstances. 
People have been employed in the 


still 


industry under the present Tariff, and ~ 
we are now faced with a proposal that — 


it be reduced. The Minister should tell 
us why he regards the duties as ample. It 


We are told by the Minister that 


ve is true aint in New South Wall as 
was one machine going, but the whole 
work of wire-drawing has ceased. : 


Tari ia 


Mr. Greswu.—The Meher aciuiis work 


x was not going on. 


Mr. WATKINS.—1I suggest hae the 


Ei ibetnn of horse-shoe nails be post- 
‘poned, or these nails separated from the 


: others with which they are associated. 
. There are proposals by the Minister in 


_ this division to which I have no objection; 


- but when we know that the wire-drawing 
- work has ceased—though the nail-making 
is going on—we ought to be shown the 


iefoct of the proposed reduction. 


Mr. Grecory.—The proposal before us 
ig absolutely monstrous. 
Mr. Grennze—I am proposing to re- 


duce the duties on all the items except 


_ horse-shoe. nails. 


the item of horse-shoe nails, 
Muay be in a position to know ‘exactly what 
We are doing. 


Mr. Grecory.—I mean:that it is mon- 


strous to bring horse-shoe nails within this 
. Pere ory: 


Mr. WATKINS.—However, I suggest 
a postponement of the consideration of 
so that we 


Mr. GIBSON (Corangamite) [9.41].— 


It may seem a simple process to place 


horse-shoe nails under the ad valorem 


_ duties, but I point out that at present the 


duties are 8s. 
whereas in 1914 they were 1s. 6d. and 8s. 
By the amendment proposed, we shall 
-iuerease the 8s, 
the 10s. 6d. to 25s. per ewt., and the 19s. 
to 29s. per cwt., on the assumption that 
ee are £84 per ton. 


6d., 10s. 6d., and 12s., 


6d. to 21s. per cwt., 


Mr. Gremnz.—My advice is that the 
price is £58 per ton. 


‘Mr. GIBSON —If that be so, it is out 


E sf all reason to ask for the proposed duty. 


lion regarding it. 


I suggest that the item be postponed until 
We are in possession of further informa- 
There seems to be 
some doubt about the price, but I may 


say that the information FE have is from 


one: of the manufacturers through an 


s officer of the Customs Department. 


Mr, opie —t agree to postpone the 


yi item, 


- Ttem Hosa 
Item 188 (Ammunition) agreed to. 
Ttem 189 (Arms). 
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: an and pleasantly without. Ue Q 


‘iorming is able to do so, their fr e 


Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) [9. 46 | hone 
bona og a x a that ra. item. ne: von 


ailowed: to go iii: nie 
taken very little part in this b 
increasing the cost’ of living d 
last few fat. It has gone gn 


afd very ‘ulstential duty. F oh d 
to move, but I do not say that I wil 
80, to substitute for the duties mel 
in the schedule duties of, say, 50 pe 


view to the BEE of subsequer 
legislation designed to prevent: the mant 


monwealth. If a sakistacton deny 
imposed for the a of mi: 


wards with an open mind. i ewe 
question to the Committee in the 
fident belief that when they see 
favorable to a high duty they will rz 
round me and give me ee es whi 


amongst other lethal weapons | Te we 
be fine if we could prevent their imp 
tion, and discourage, as far as this: 


easy use by youths of seventeen’ 
eighteen in the streets of Melbourne. 
is becoming so fashionable to car 
gun nowadays, that a man who is not 
expert gunman. after sii 3 hay L 


fit to move in polite society in Mel be 
or indeed, [ am sure, in any _ 


other State capitals. The 
(Mr. Greene) does not 
posed to tell me to 


are cian to reach at chen eel 
time by vigorous competition in th 
manufacture of lethal weapons of variou 
kinds. I have at. times, with a sin 
ee al ag ican te consulenn 


that the i in aha case: of these ! 
should pe So high as on ppthares, 


that, with the encouraging lead I have 
now given to the Committee, the Minister 
- will not be afraid to propose an increased 
_ duty in this item, because, after all, it is 
_ only part of the great scheme of exploit- 
ing our unexploited resources, to which 
he has referred at least 150 times in the 
course of this inspiring debate. In the 
_ circumstances, I hope, therefore, that a 
substantial duty, yea even a prohibitive 
duty, will be imposed upon these weapons 
of destruction, and that we shall then 
suspend the consideration of the Tariff 
_ for a few days for the purpose of passing 
- Jegislation designed to prevent their 
manufacture within the Commonwealth. 
_ Ttem agreed to. 
Item 190 (Irons), item 191 (Metal bed- 
__steads, &c.), and item 192 (Brasswork, 
en aec.), apreed to. 
Item 193 (Capsules, lead). 

Mr. GREENE (Richmond— Minister for 
Yrade and Customs) [9.54].—I propose 
_ to make this item cover all capsules, whe- 
ther of lead or some other metal, when 
- notmadehere. I move— 


That the item be amended by adding the 

- following words:—“ And on and after 16th 

t cae 1921— 

' . 493, Capsules, metallic, for bottles, ad. val 
British free; intermediate, 5 per 
cent.; general, 10 per cent.” 


a eee tieent agreed to. 


Item, as amended, agreed to. 

ae an 194 (Chain and chains), 

_ Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [9.55]—I 
draw the Minister’s attention to the big 

increase in the duty on all chams. I 

desire to ask him if he is favorable to a 

- considerable reduction. Chains: are an 

essential item for the farmers in the bush. 

The imerease of duty is big, particularly 

in view of the enormous increase in the 

- eost of all these articles, because an ad 

- valorem duty makes the cost ever so much 

_ higher. Will the Minister agree to ‘bring 
the duty back to the old rates of 20 and 

(25 per cent.? 

: ‘Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister for 
Trade and Customs) [9.56]—The chain 
that is dutiable does not include the 

-wariety of which the honorable member 

_ speaks. I presume he is talking of trace 

and similar chains. 

_ Mr. Grueory.—My advice was that the 
soieinn did include them. That is why I 
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Mr. GREENE.—It does not include 
trace chains and others of that sort. It — 


takes in heavy chains, which are being ~ 


made here, and not the light chains to 
which the honorable member refers, It 
is not our intention to include them, be- 
cause they are not made here. | 
Mr. BOWDEN (Nepean) [9.57].—The 
item would include log-hauling chains, 
chains for bullock teams, and chains used 
for cranes. I cannot see any justifica- 
tion for‘the increase of duty. I under- 
stand that the 25 per cent. rate mm 
the old Tariff was satisfactory. I do 
not know whether the Minister (Mr. 
Greene) has ) 
these increases, or whether 
ject is to make the item harmonize 
with items that we have already 
passed. Unless there is some explana- 
tion of that sort, I do not see why this 


tremendous increase of duty should be — 


imposed on articles which are absolutely — 
essential to nearly every industry, and 
especially the primary industries. It 
will operate on the chains used on trac- 
tors and all that class of work. All that 
will be excluded is the small trace chains 
for single and double ploughs, and light 
work of that sort. The duty will be 
another handicap on the man on the land. — 
Mr. Grecory.—It will operate on 
chains used for all mining purposes and 
all timber purposes. 7 
Mr. BOWDEN.—Yes. Unless there 
is some reasonable explanation from the 
Minister, which we have not yet had, I 
do not see why this increase should have 
been made. : 
Mr. FOLEY (Kalgoorlie) ) [9.58].— | 
My information is that not one per cent. 
of these chains are made in Australia. 
If somebedy says that in the dim and 
distant future he is going to begin to make 
them in Australia, the duty might be © 
justified, butif wemakeonly one per cent, 


of them the most rabid high Protectionist 


in the Committee will not say that these 
rates are fair. ‘There is no doubt that — 
they will hit the timber industry in par- — 

ticular. They will operate on the chains 
used by every log-hauling tedm and ap- ~ 


pliance, and in crane work, as the honor- 


able member for Nepean (Mr. Bowden) 
says. In all the heaviest work, steel or » 


iron chains of at least $ inch ‘diameter 
are used. 


There is something wrong 
about the item, or the Minister and wisi | 


received applications for — 
the ob- © 
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Department must have received informa- 
tion which has led them to introduce it. 
It would help us greatly to have that in- 
formation. In its absence, these seem 
abnormal] duties to put on articles which 
we have not begun to make here, or 
which, so far as our knowledge goes, are 
not likely to be made here for. a consider- 
able time. : 

Mr. GIBSON (Corangamite) [10.0].— 
I should like to point out that machine 
driving, sprocket and link belting chains,- 
made wholly or partly of malleable cast 
iron, are largely used in the country, and 
I do not think they are being manufac- 
tured in Australia. 

Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Muinister 
for Trade and Customs) [10.1].—We 
are not putting a duty on any 
chains that are not being made in 
Australia. In regard to the par- 
ticular chains mentioned by the ‘honor- 
able member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Foley), 
my information is that one manufacturer 
alone is employing thirty men, and is 
turning out between 5 and 6 tons per 
week, his output including ship steering, 
mooring, crane, and hauling chains. He 
has made a number for the Common- 
wealth Line of Steam-ships. ~There are 
also other manufacturers in the Common- 
wealth.. 
considerable developments in the industry 
since this Tariff was introduced. <A good 
deal of consideration has been given to 
this item. I think our manufacturers 
will be able to supply all our require- 
ments. 

Mr. Gisson.—What about the ma- 
chine driving sprocket and link belting 
chains mentioned in sub-item B? 

Mr. GREENE.—They are being made 
here by the Meadowbank Manufactur- 
ing Co., Sydney, and the United En- 
gineering and Malleable Co. Pty. Ltd., 
Melbourne. The latter company is turn- 
ing out about 2 tons per week. The 
Meadowbank Manufacturing Co., of Syd- 
ney, are a pretty big concern, and I have 
no doubt that they are in a position to 
manufacture a considerable quantity. 

Item agreed to. 

Item 195 (Ammonia and gas cylin- 
ders); and item 196 (Crucibles, metal), 
agreed to. 

Item 197— 


(a) Platedware N..e.i.; spoons, forks, and 
butter, fish, and fruit knives of mixed metal- 
ware, platedware, or when partly or wholly of 


¥ 
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I understand there have been 
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gold or silver except when havinet plated 0 
silver ferrules only, ad yal., British, 35 pe 


cent.; intermediate, 40 per cent. ; general,” 
per cent. ne 
(B) Cutlery, spoons, and forks, nei, and. 


knife sharpeners, including the articles named 
when having plated or silver ferrules only, ad 
val., British, 10 per cent. ; intermediate, 20 ee 
cent. ; general, 25 per cent, 


Amendment (by Mr. Greryz) agreed 
to— 


That sub-item (A) be amended by saat 
the following words:—‘ And on and after 16th 
June, 1921— ; 

(A) Platedware n.e.i.; spoons, forks, but- 
ter, fish, and fruit knives, plated or 
of mixed metal; cutlery, spoons, and 
forks, partly or wholly of gold or 
silver, except when gold ferruled or 
silver ferruled only, ad val., British, 
35 per cent.; intermediate, 40 per 
cent. ; general, 50 per cent. 


GREENE (Richmond—Minister 


Mr. | 
for Trade and Customs) [10.6].—I 
move— ee 


That sub-item (B) be amended by adding 
the following words:—‘“ And on and after. sis 
June, 1921— ms 

(Bp) Cutlery, spoons, and forks, n.e.i.; Re 
knife sharpeners, ad val., British, 
10 per cent.; intermediate, 20 per 
cent.; general, 25 per cent.; and on 
and after lst January, 1922, ad val. 
British, 20 per cent.; intermediate 
25 per cent.; general, 35 per cent.” 


We are providing for this deferred duty 
because we believe that spoons, forks, and 
cutlery will be manufactured in Australia 
before long. The duty will only be ap- 
pli¢d in the event of the manufacture 
being undertaken on a sufficiently large 
scale to justify its imposition, and the 
protection, I think, will be sufficient to 
induce the manufacture on a large scale 
of the articles referred to. In the actual 
process. there is nothing beyond the capa- 
city of Australian manufacturers, and 
the industry should give employment to a 
large number of people, because these 
articles are required in every household 
in Australia. 

Mr. Bownzn.—Is there any | special 
reason why, in sub-item a, the general 
Tariff should be 50 per cent? Has there 
been any capturing of British trade by 
the American Community Plate? 


Mr. GREENE.—There has been a 
considerable increase in importations 
from countries other than Great Britain. 
In 1913, out of importations valued at 
£292, 000, Great Britain supplied £247,000 

worth; but in 1918-19 the importations 
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from other countries were over £120,000 
in value. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Item, as amended, agreed to. - 
Item 198 (Diving apparatus), item 

199 (Electrotypes and stereotypes), item 

_ 200 (Eyelets and eyelet hooks), item 201 
(Fasteners, machine belt), item 202 
_ {Thimbles and block fasteners for lasts), 
and item 203 (Fire extinguishers), agreed 
ew, |) 
© Item 204— 
ie Kettles and cooking utensils (but not in- 
- cluding stoves) of cast iron (tinned or plain), 
aluminium or nickel, ad. val., British, 15 per 
~ cent.; intermediate, 20. per cent.; general, 25 
oper cent. 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond — Minister 
_ for Trade and Customs) [10.12].—I 
wish to make*special provision for alu- 
- minium or nickel kettles and cooking 
- utensils, as it has been found that the 
_ duties on these articles are insufficient to 


mS here. I move, therefore— © 


- leowing:—“ And on and after 16th June, 1921— 
_ Kettles and cooking utensils (but not in- 
cluding stoves), viz.:— 

a (A) Cast-iron (tinned or plain), ad val., 
British, 15 per cent.; intermediate, 
A 20 per cent.; general, 25 per cent. 
_  {s) Aluminium or nickel, ad val., British, 
be 25 per cent.; intermediate, 30 per 
cent.; general, 35 per cent.” 


_ Since this Tariff was framed there have 
been considerable developments in the 
manufacture of aluminium goods in Aus- 
_  traha. In 1920 the value of imported 

aluminium cooking utensils was £45,000; 

_ but we believe that by the end of this 
_ year the development of the local indus- 
_ try will be such as to be able to provide 
for the whole of our requirements in this 

class of goods. The manufacturers ‘state, 
however, that unless they can get addi- 
_ tional protection it will be impossible for 
_ them to carry on. I have gone carefully 
into the item, and I think that, in the cir- 
_ «umstances, the duties I am now propos- 
ing, while not being very high, will en- 
_ able thé local manufacturers to get a fair 
_ share of the Australian trade. 

Mr. BOWDEN (Nepean) [10.14].— 
The Minister (Mr. Greene) has just told 
us that, under the present Tariff, the 
Australian manufacturers of this class of 
goods are fast capturing the home mar- 
_ket. We may assume, therefore, that the 
ties are sufficient; but apparently the 
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insure the establishment of the industry | 


That the item be amended by adding the fol- 


oe 
cd 
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Minister argues that, because of that fact, 

and because the local manufacturers are- 
fast capturing the Australian trade, we 

should give them more protection, That 

is the height of absurdity. 


Mr. LAZZARINI (Werriwa) [10.15]. 
—In do not oppose the proposed increases 
of duty, for I do not think the Australian 
manufacturer of these articles can be said. 
to be taking undue advantage of the pro- 
tection he has been receiving in the past. 
In a retail shop in Sydney, I saw two 
aluminium kettles identically the same. 
For the American article the salesman 
asked me 35s. 6d., and for the Australian 
article 25s. He admitted that the Aus- 
tralian article was as good as, if not — 
better than, the imported one. Although 
the existing duty is only 20 per cent., the 
local product was selling at from 33 to 40 
per cent. less than the foreign. From 
what JI have seen of _ locally-made 
aluminium articles, I think that, in re- 


_gard to both durability and finish, they 


are at least as good as the foreign article. 
This is an industry that. should be 
encouraged. ; 


Mr. CAMERON (Brisbane) [10.17].— — 
Will the Minister (Mr. Greene) in- 
clude in this item fireless cookers? 
The flreless cooker is a thermos box 
made of sheet steel or wood lined 
with aluminium, and insulated with 
asbestos. It is, therefore, not a stove. — 
It is manufactured under a patent pro- 
eess, and it would not pay any firm to 
install a plant for a limited output. I 
do not think that at present any of these 
cookers are made in Australia. They 
are imported under item No. 208, and 
bear a 45 per cent. duty. They are of 
great assistance to people who have occa- 
sion to be absent from their homes dur- 
ing the day, and who appreciate the con- 
venience of being able to have their meals 
cooked and kept warm during their 
absence. I desire these articles trans- 
ferred from item 208 to item 204, 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond— Minister for 
Trade and Customs) [10.18].—This — 
matter has been before me on many oce¢a- 
sions. So far as I can see, the fireless — 
cooker is a direct competitor with the 
metal stove, and the general principle 
of the Tariff is that substitutes are sub- 
ject to the same rate of duty as is the 
article for which they are substituted. I 


Sper 
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- eannot see my way clear to bring fireless 
: ce under itgm 304. 

_Amendinent agreed to. 
Item, as amended, agreed to. 
Item 205— 


» pisbeel knives for hand tobacco-cutters and 
hand tin-openers, ad val., British, free; inter- 
mediate, 5 per cent.; general, 10 per cent. 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [10.20].— 
This is one of the most surprising 
items in the schedule. The Mainis- 
(Mr. Greene) proposes to allow 
tin-openers to be imported free of 
duty. Here is an opportunity of open- 
ing up a new and great industry that will 
- employ hundreds of people. Perhaps 
because of the unholy combination with 
honorable members opposite, the Minister 
would not dare to put a duty on hand 
_ tobacco-cutters, but I cannot understand 
“how he has overlooked the possibility of 
establishing an industry for the manufac- 
ture of tin-openers. 
Mr. Bowpen——Will the Minister say 

why corkscrews were omitted? 
Mr. Greene.— aA steel knife is not put 
- Ina corkscrew. 


Item agreed to. 
Item 206— 


(a) Lamps and lanterns 

(Bp) Glass parts of lamps and lanterns when 
imported separately, and glass parts 
in excess of one to each lamp or lan- 
tern when imported with the lamps or 
lanterns with which they are designed 
to be used; mica chimneys and other 
parts of lamps composed of mica, ad 
val, British, 25 per -cent.; inter- 
mediate, 30 per cent.; 
per cent. 

(oc) Primus and other oil or spirit heating 
lamps, ad val., British, 20 per cent.; 
‘intermediate, 25 per cent.; general, 
30 per cent. 

(p) Incandescent mantles, ad val., British, 
15 per cent.; intermediate, 25 per 
cent.; general, 30 per cent. 


_ Mr, GREENE (Richmond—Minister for 
Trade and Customs) |10.22]._I move— 


That ‘sub-item 
alter the words ‘‘35 per cent.’’ (general ‘ariff 
eolumn) the words ‘‘ And on and after 16th 
_dume, 1921, general, 40 per cent. 


_ The reason for this amendment is that 
- Great Britain has lost a very large pro- 
portion of this trade. and I therefore ask 
the Committee to consent to an increase 
beats the general Tariff. 


_(REPRESENTATIVES.]  Lariff. 


much workmanship - in those mater Le 


‘duty under the general Tariff tot 


general, 35° 


gee any nell imnorts. 


(Bp) be amended by adding 


Mr. WEST Bet) Byaney 
On item 192, relating to brass 
bronze work, and gun metal work 
general engineering and plum 
Committee imposed a general | 
45 per cent. There is not n 


there is in lamps employed by pl 
painters, carpenters, and other f 
men. Prior to the war, none of #l 
lamps were manufactured in Au 

but now an article is being produ od | 


give ae industry every encourage 2: 
The inventors have evolved a true . 


degrees with a Heche that include 90. 
cent. of jair. A further advantage 
local article 18 that the parts are 
together, and in every resnec 
suverior to the imported lamp. | 
dustry, however, is menaced by J 
competition, and the Minister wo 
well advised if he agreed to increase 1 


cent. seh : 
Mr. Grrenz.—lI think what i. am 

ing’ a sufficient. by) 

r. WEST.— Of course, if tie cee 
che have made up their. minds 
gard to this article, I might as 
dress my remarks to a brick wall 
that is no proof that the Governms 
doing the right thing. I know that 
people who are manufacturing 
lamvs in Australia had a hard 
during the years of war. 12 
closely connected with the metal t 
I know. ve the na a —_, 


are neeessary to various tradesme 
for their sake, as well as for the’ 
of encouraging a local industry, t 
should be increased. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Amendment (by Mr. Gaver) 
to— 


That sub-item (c) be amended by. ' 
sion of the words “Primus and other. 


Amendment (by Mr. Weer) 
tived— ; i 

That sub-item (c) be further nee 
addition of the following words:—“ An 
after 16th June, 1921, ad val., ‘British, i 
cent. ; oa eat 40. ‘pa cent.5 Pcie ‘al 
per cent. ef 


, Pid sub-item ‘ies be amended by the addition 
ef the following words:—‘‘ And on and. after 
16th June, 1921, ad val., British, 25 per cent.; 
intermediate, 35 per cent.; general, 40 per cent.” 


1) hope- that the Committee will agree to 
this increase of the rates on incandescent 
antles. Owing to the competition of 
apor ters, the trade of the local manufac- 
turers of these articles is diminishing, 

and hands are being turned off. Tiree 
firms in Australia make these mantles, one 
Which expects soon to have an output 
400 gross per week, and another makes 
36 gross per annum. They are not all 
conducting their operations in the same 
way, but they are all actually making 
mantles, The number of employees in the 


pis, his! of Australia, I ante that they 
should be sufficiently protected to allow 


Mi ae 207 (Lamps, ” Miners’ safety). 
Mr, CHARLTON (Hunter) [10.35 |.—I 


eae that no miners’ safety lamps 


re Picorted: except from Ghent Britain. 
Mr. Forny.—Only one kind of lamp 
01 3 from the United States of America, 


Mr. Greene.—The amount of duty col- 
sd under this item last year was only 
, which shows that practically all the 
9s used in Australia come from the 
ted Kingdom. 
Item agreed to. 


Manufactures of metal n.e.i., ad _val., British, 
per cent. ; Mog 40 per cent. ; gene- 


hae 45, per cent. 


Ghowid be ae if the consideration of this 
item. could be postponed until to-morrow, 
that other honorable members might 
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encouragement more protection than the 
Minister proposes to give to it. Builders’ 
hardware for brass finishing work is: poe ie 
tected to the extent of 35 per cent. 
British, and 45 per cent. foreign, aay 
during the twelve months these duties 
have been in operation the local siti 
has pushed ahead in competition with 
British and foreign trade, reducing prices 
considerably, but only enabling a bare 
profit to be made. However, since the 
imposition of these duties, an arbitration © 
award has reduced the’ working hours of 

the employees, and increased their wages, i, 
by 20 per cent. We are all agreeable a 
that our industries should pay a wage 
based on the present high cost of living, — 
but it is not fair to those industries that _ 
while the wages of the workers are in- 
creased the duties are not also increased, 
enabling the local manufacturers to com- 
pete with foreign manufacturers, who em-. 
ploy cheaper labour. A. visit to the fac- 
tory I have spoken of would convince “e 
honorable members. and the Minister tha. | 
more protection is needed. | 

Progress reported. 


ADJOURNMENT. 


Census—THE TaRIFF: REAPERS AND 
BInpDERS: ELEcTrRicaL. ACCUMULATORS. 
Motion (by Sir JoszpH Cook) pro- — 
That the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. WISE (Gippsland—Postmaster- 
General) [10.48].—I told the honorable 
member. for Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton) — 
this afternoon that I expected to receive. 
the, preliminary count of the census to- 
day. I have it now. It is as follows: erat 


— 


Tnerease” 
over 
State. Males. | Females.| Persons. 1911 
Vien Oe 
New South Wales | 1,068,767| 1,027,626) 2,096,393) 449,659 — re, 
Victoria Bis 753,910} 776,204).1,530,114) 214,563) 
Queensland Ke, 898,486} 357,087) 755,573) 149,760. 
South Australia... 247,960) 246,907) 494,867) 86,308 
Western Australia 175,056} 164,172).'329 228) At ais oo: 
Tasmania 107,602} 105,925) 213,527 naaanuid 
Totals »- | 2,751,781) 2,667,921) 5,419,702) 969, ihe 


Nore.— The foregoing figures are exclusive of full- blood 


Figures for Territories not yet available. 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [10. 49].— 
I take this opportunity of referring to an 
incident in connexion with the Tariff 
schedule. This evening, I have been in- 
formed by a. big nee econaee as. to the. 
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arrangement made with him by the Board 
of Trade, and, presumably, also by the 
Minister (Mr. ’ Greefte) for the manu- 
facture of reapers and binders in Vic- 
toria. [am given to understand that 
negotiations were opened with him by the 
Board of Trade urging him to make an 
endeavour to commence the manufacture 
of these implements, which he had no 
desire to do, and that, aftér some pressure 
upon him, he was given a definite pro- 
mise by the Board of Trade ‘that 


“if he did so the duties contained 
in the Tariff schedule would be 
_ placed upon reapers and _ binders. 


If’ that is the position, I contend that it 
was the duty of the Minister for Trade 
and Customs (Mr. Greene) to bring the 
_ matter before Parliament, because one 
‘ean readily realize how tinfair it would 
be to a manufacturer if representations 
of that nature were made to him and he 
expended large sums of money in estab- 
lishing an industry. It would be very 
unjust if the promise had been made by 
an irresponsible body or an irresponsible 
Minister. The proper course was not 
adopted, and as a similar instance may 
arise in the future, this Parliament—be- 
cause Parliament and its members’ are 
_ pledged—should have the opportunity of 
expressing an opinion before the Govern- 
ment or a manufacturer is in any way 
committed. I mention this matter to 
enable the Minister for Trade and Cus- 
toms to explain the position. 


Mr, BOWDEN (Nepean) [10.53]—I 
desire to make a personal explanation in 
regard to an item in the Tariff schediéle 
which has been passed by the Committee. 
The honorable member for Parkes (Mr. 
Marr), who is at present attending the 
sittings of the Cockatoo Island Dock 
Commission in Sydney, asking me to bring 
before the Committee an amendment to 
item 180 ©, which embodies accumulators 
for large electrical works. The matter 
is of considerable importance in con- 
nexion with some contracts which were 
pending, and which have since been can- 
celled owing to the high duties. These 


accumulators cannot be manufactured in © 


Australia, and, after consultation with 
the Minister (Mr. 


formed that it was intended’ that 
they would either be omitted from 
the item or that a different defini- 


tion would be submitted which would 


‘ 
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‘that the proposal arose for the manufac 


‘say that the Board of Trade promised 


Greene), I was in- | 


cover whee was wanted rithiont 
cluding more than was necessary. When 
the item in question*was under considera- 
tion, I was called out of the chamber, anc 
it was passed, so that I have no of 
portunity of discussing the matter or su 
mitting an amendment. In fairnes 
to the honorable member for Parke 
I think it my duty to make this ex- 
planation, particularly as I had pro 
mised to bring the matter before f 
Committee. I am to some extent t 
blame, but the Minister for Trade an 
Customs must also share a portion of f 
responsibility, because I had received a 
assurance from him to the effect that th 
point I raised would be provided for 
Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Ministe 
for Trade and Customs) [10.54] —_In r 
gard to the point raised by the,honorabl 
member for Dampier (Mr. Gregory), 
desire to say that I informed the Com 
mittee when the item was under cor 
sideration exactly what had happene 
As far as my recollection serves me, th 
position was this: The Minister for Re 
patriation (Senator Millen) was lookin 
round for some new industry in which 
returned soldiers could be eraployed, an 
I believe he approached the agricultur: 
machinery section of the Chamber 
Manufactures, either directly or im 
directly, in an endeavour to arrange f 
the establishment of an industry in 
which returned soldiers could be em 
ployed. It was out of those negotiation 


ture of reapers and binders, mowers, and 


hay rakes. The question was submitted 
to the Board of Trade, so that it 
might recommend what, in the ar 


cumstances, would be a fair “vat 
of duty to- impose if that industry 
were established. It is not correct to 


anything, because it has not any adminii 
trative power, and simply acts as an ac 
visory body to the Government in ¢con- 
nexion with matters referred to it. Th 
Board of Trade, as such, cannot mak 
any promises, and it did not do so on this 
occasion. : 

Mr. Grecory.—I am informed that a 
promise was definitely made. | 

Mr. GREENE.—The Board of Tage 
did not make any promise, because it has 
not the power. It merely submits recom- 
mendations. The eeaonay ee 


‘our <i ay to 
was advised of the position, and that is 
fs why I adhered to the duties. The Govern- 

cs ment assured this person that if he started 

_ in the industry they would endeavour to 
 jrapose certain duties; but it was explained 
De gerke time that he would commence opera- 
tions at his own’ risk, because the verdict 
Ae rested with Parliament. It was impossible 
for the Government to say what the duties 

_ would be. All the Government promised, 
5 if he started the industry, was to stand by 
the « duties we were proposing; and that is 
if why, after referring to my (papers, I 

“found I had to adhere to the schedule. 

“ In regard to the matter mentioned by 

“the honorable member for Nepean (Mr. 
B Bawden), I may explain that for some 
time past we have been endeavouring to 
_get a definition which would enable us to 
discriminate between various types of 
_ accumulators, but up to the present 
have been unable to do exactly what we 
wish. I may inform the honorable mem- 
ber that even if the Tariff goes through 
in its present form, there are means to do 
what he wishes if on inquiry we find that 
_ these particular accumulators are not 
made in Australia. I will promise the 
honorable member that the Government 
will do one of two things. We will either 
take action, after satisfying ourselves as 
‘to the correct procedure, under item 174 
_ or some similar item, or we will recommit 
_ the item to give the honorable member the 
opportunity he desires. 

- Question resolved in the affirmative. 


nae 
wR 
a 


nye hal 


_ House adjourned at 10.57 p.m. 


: ie Dirory Spzaker, (Hon. J. M. 
D ethces took the chair at 2.30, and read 


FLOUR EXPORTED TO: SOUTH 
AFRICA. 


Mr. MAKIN.—It is stated in the 
uth “eadibesgee newspapers that the ‘send- 
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South Africa. 


downright dishonesty of the exporters. I 


ask the Acting Prime Minister if inquiry 


has been made into the facts, and, if not, 


S095 — 


1 ask that it may be made, so that the 


prestige of Australian exports may be 
maintained. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The matter is 
under very serious consideration. Inferior 
flour was certainly sent to South Africa, 
but so far this is one of those cases in 
which nobody seems to be to blame. We 
are trying to get to the bottom of it, with 
a view to doing what the honorable mem- 
ber thinks should be done. I hope he 
will leave it at that for the moment. 


COCKATOO ISLAND DOCKYARDS, 


Mr. WEST.—Yesterday a deputation 
of unemployed waited upon the Govern- 
ment of New South Wales to ask it for 
relief, and stated that the unemployment 
at Balmain is extreme, but that this un- 
employment could be lessened by the 
starting of work at the Cockatoo Docks 
by the Commonwealth Government. Does 
the Government intend to do anything 
in that direction ? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I understand 
that orders have been issued for the re- 
sumption of work at Cockatoo Island as 
soon as possible. The recommendation 
contained in the interim report of the 
Royal Commission was that the Adelaide 
and another vessel should be completed 
by the new Board of Control within the 
terms of their appointment. The mem- 
bers of the Board are now at the Island, 
or are due there, and the sooner they can 
arrange to get men back to work the 


better I shall be pleased. 


/ 
DEPARTURE OF BRITISH 
IMMIGRANTS. 


Mr. STEWART.—The following para- 
graph appears in © this 
Argus :— 

Probably never before has such a leaue 
number of third-class passengers, representing 


so many nationalities, left Australia as the 
batch which sailed by the Orient liner 


Ormonde from the new pier, Port Melbourne, — 


yesterday afternoon for London. The steamer 


carried 900 steerage passengers, and of this” 


number 20 were Indians, 41 Jugo Slavs, 10 
Germans, 19 Russians, 1 Dalmatian, 2 Danes, 


8 Italians, 1 Spaniard, 10 Greeks, 2 Beant 


and the remainder British. . . he. 
considerable number of the British passengers 
were young men, who had served, in the 


morning’s 
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British Army during the war, and had come to 
Australia’ in search. of employment; but were 
‘returning. 


ue direct special attention to the nonaled: 


ing sentence, which speaks of the number 


of young. Britishers who are returning. 


The state of affairs disclosed is extra- 
ordinary, in view of our recent immuigra- 
tion legislation, and the campaign that 


has been launched to attract immigrants. 
_ Will the Acting Prime Minister cause 
Inquiry to be instituted by the Immigra- 


tion authorities, with a view to ascer- 
taining the reason for the exodus of young 
men of whose services the — 1s so 
much in need? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am n glad that 
the honorable member has asked the ques- 


tion, though I should have been better 


pleased had he given me notice of it. 
The facts that he has mentioned are 
serious, and are due, I think, to lack of 
organization. A number of young men 
eame here from Great Brita‘n, paying 
their own passages, but no arrangement 


was made for dealing with them 
en arrival: It was reported to me 
by: Mero Gullett, that” ai: mumber 
of these immigrants were in very 


straitened circumstances in Sydney, and 


it was suggested that the Commonwealth 


Government. should grant money for their 
relief. I agreed to the expenditure of 
£5,000, on the condition that the Govern- 
ment of New South Wales should make 
available the same amount, and wrote 
a minute for the information of Mr. 
Hnghes—this was before his departure 
for Great Britain—to the effect that the 
men should be looked after, and should 
not be allowed to starve in our cities. 


Myr. Srewart.—The return of men like 


“these will kill the immigration campaign 


in the Old Country. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK—1I agree with 


the honorable member that it mav have 
a bad effect upon it, and I said so in my 
minute. 
not make the grant asked for. 


_ Mr, Rivey-—They are spending thou- 
sands a week. | 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Yes; on their 
They said that 


unemployed generally. 
their own unemployed problem was acute, 
as no doubt it was. 


[REPRESENTATIVES Af _ British I 


The State Government would 


And they could not. 
ae we Wey), to close with our offer. : 


Mr. Gmusony—And all a 


bi. men may as a Hives 
if their is a lack of orga 


to the failure of organization, 


mildly. 
Mr. Ricwarp Fosran—Who 
aon 


sponsible for the De 7 
Australia. Nothing was done b; 
State Government. ee New — 


patae a ‘eae sl 
whom had wives and fan 
had nothing to eat and no he 
they could go. I have made availa 
him £1,000 for the relief of thos 

The whole scheme needs organizatio 
the great point is that we shoul 
that when immigrants come 
is an organization ready to r 
There again we are up against ¢ 
limitations. The arrangement: we 
at: the recent Conference in regard t 
migration was that the Commonw 
would take full responsibility f 
migrants at the London end and 
to their passage to Australia, the S 
on their part, undertaking to 
deal with them on arrival, asii 
being done by Western ‘Au lia 
some of the other States. That 

division of work that was agre 
and I hope that the arrangeme 
soon be got into working order. 
is, however, some little diffe 
the State Governments. 
Mr. Srewarr.—There . t 
theusands of domestic servants 3 an 
labourers. 


Mr. ANSTEY. coe cannot. find work 
our own men. There are 100,00 
out of work 1 in the Commonwea 


Pak eee Seu is” 


ey in ‘very rahe ee rumbers than 
they are here, ‘This is a temporary diffi- 
culty, I hope, and we must try to get over 
i it in the best way we can. 
Mr. Wrenyort. — The unemployed 
Stotible 3 is much deeper than mere lack of 
_. organization. 
"Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. J. 
eM. Chanter) —Order! 
He developing into an-irregular debate. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—It is a very 
Me “important matter, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
and affects our reputation abroad and our 

immigration scheme most profoundly. I 
hope honorable members will believe that 
vith our limitations and all the defects 
ve have at present in regard to this or- 
_ ganization, we are doing the best we can. 
We have the whole matter under review. 
ane [ have already made £1,000 available for 
‘the relief of these cases, and Mr. Gullett 
* is now at work upon this very problem, 
and I hope we may soon find some solu- 
tion for it. Meanwhile, he is developing 
his organization. It has been already 
) launched i in Victoria with very good pros- 
pects, and I see that a similar organiza- 
tion was launched in Sydney last Mon- 
day. I had promised to be present, but 
was” ‘unable to leave Melbourne. We 
Te doing all we can to get the organiza- 
ion under way, but the obligation is en 
the States to undertake responsibility at 
this end, while we undertake the responsi- 
‘bility in London. If the States will not 
take the responsibility here we must, and 
will. In the meantime, I agree that, in 
- our present circumstances, we shall do 

well to encourage the immigration of do- 
-méstic servants and nominated immi- 
grants. The latter is the best of all forms 
of immigration, because when the people 
arrive here after having been nominated 
by their friends, there is a place to which 
the: r can go and get something to eat until 
they can shift, for themselves. That 
class of immigration is being developed 
already, and we expect 30,000 or 40,000 
ew arrivals next year through this me- 
um alone. But that is only a trickle, 
and we must look to the larger tide of 
a migration in the immediate future. 


Yr. Cuartton.—In view of his state- 


is not complete, and having regard 
he fact. Nae es a of men are 
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This question is - 


+ that the immigration organiza-. 


cath epee <8" 
tore 


British Immigrants. 


unemployed in the different States, neces- ne 


sitating heavy calls on all the Govern- 


ments, will the Acting Prime Minister 
take into consideratiow the advisability of — 
immigration 

officials abroad that because of the posi-. — 


at once informing the 


tion here immigration activity should be 
deferred for the time ‘being ? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. =—No; I will net. © 


ELECTORAL REDISTRIBUTION, 


‘Mr, FENTON.—Whilst I realize that 
the electoral provisions of the Constitu- — 


tion can be amended only by the people 
themselves, 
ister whether, 


States, he will afford the House an op- 
portunity of discussing what is known as 
the formula for ascertaining the quota, 


which is pronounced by experts to be al- — 


Tt vent 


together ineffective and inequitable. 
that is done, I am certain the House will 
do no injustice to any State. All T am 
asking for is a fair deal for all the States, 
so that we may arrive at a formula ange 
will be just to all concerned. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—In my a : 


I ask the Acting Prime Min- — 

prior to the redistribution » 
of seats in accordance with the new pro- © 
portions of population in the different  ~ 


“i 


city, I was not aware that there. was any- 


thing occult, complex, or extremely 


difficult in ascertaining the quota for the 


electorates throughout the Common- 
wealth. I-.should think there would be 
no trouble about that, and I ask the hon- 
orable member to Midieate where the diffi- 
culty lies. 


Mr. FENTON.—If the Acting Prime — 


Minister will inquire of the experts in 
connexién with the Department or the 
Minister presiding over it, I think he 


will be told that there are some inequali- 


ties in the present system. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK —I shall cer- 


tainly ask my colleague to make inquiries 
at the earliest possible moment. 


Mr. GREGORY —Do the Government | 


intend to appoint immediately under sec- 
tion 13 of the Electoral Act a Commis- 
sion for 
boundaries of constituencies? 


Sir JOSEPH COOKse-—So far ouly an 


altering and defining the ee 


interim report upon the census has been _ 


made. 


The figures have still to bata 


checked, so that it may be some little time ae 
before the final report is made, but im- — 


mediately that comes to hand the matter 


Se 
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- soldiers. 


Burnett 


* 

to which the honorable member has re- 
ferred must command the serious atten- 
tion of the Government. 


er SEER REFLECTIONS ON 
MEMBERS. 
Iutness or Dr. Earte Pace’ 

Mr. WEST.—Paragraphs, appear in 
each Melbourne morning paper reflecting 
on some honorable members of this 
‘House. I would like to know whether 


there is any means by which honorable 


members who leave their party at critical 
moments and fail to support their leader 
may be called to account? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—With the hon- 
orable member’s long experience of caucus 
methods, which, of course, are up to date, 
no doubt, he could enlighten the House 
upon many ways in which this could be 
done, and I suggest that some day when 
there is not much business of importance 
to be transacted he might do so. 

Mr. GREGORY.—By way. of personal 
explanation, I would like to say in re- 
ference to certain eriticisms directed. to- 
wards the Leader of the Country party 
(Dr. Earle Page) that his absence from 
the House is due to illness. 


PREFERENCE TO RETURNED 
SOLDIERS. 


Postrion or Merocuant Service Men. 


Dr. MALONEY asked the Minister re- 


presenting the Minister for Repatriation, 
upon notice— 


1. men who won the Merchant Service War 
Badge with the words “For service rendered 
by sea,’ and who underwent such great danger, 
are debarred from the preference given to re- 
turned soldiers when seeking Government 


work? If so, cannot this be amended? 
2. Will he bring this matter before the 
Cabinet? ait 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The answers 


to the honorable member’s quéstions are 


as follow :— 


1. Members of the Merchant Service Marine 


are not eligible for the preference in employ- 


ment provided under the Commonwealth Pub- 
Hie Service Act for returned sailors and 


2. I see no objection to doing this. 
_ - BURNETT LANDS. 
Mr. 


CAMERON asked the Acting 
Prime Minister, upon notice— 
as Me the Government of Queensland ; 


formally apply for a loan of £2,000,000 from bea 


(REPRESENTATIVES. } 


age ay the Prime “Ming of mone 


the Commonwealth Government for the p 
of developing the Burnett Land Settl 
seen . 
. If so, upon what date? 

ie Has the Commonwealth (Governanne 
sidered the matter and arrived at a def 
decision with regard thereto? 
4, If so, has that Sapa been eee) 


assistance for the development of t 
Burnett land scheme, but, on the ¢ 
trary, there was a very definite Stateme 
by him. that only in connexion Wi 
the further development of the Mi 
waters scheme, and the alteration of 
way gauges to a uniform gauge, did the 
Commonwealth propose to give: aid. to 
States in connexion with immigra 
schemes. Everthing else was specifi 
excluded from the range of that 
The honorable member will see all ¢ 
the following lengthy summary of what 
has taken place in connexion with 
matter :— pie 


IMMIGRATION AND LAND SETTLEMENT. 
Premiers’ Conference, May, 192 


At the Premiers’ Conference, held Fes 
bourne during the month of May, 192 
following resolutions were carried:— _ ane 

Resolved: “ That the proposals of by 
Minister as follow:— 


Commonwealth to have full contro 
eas; 
is Agents-General of the several. Sta 
form consultative committees in Londo 
Commonwealth to be responsible 
have contro] of, all overseas orgam 
and transport ‘arrangements for br 
immigrants to Australia;, i 
Primary object of scheme to sha 
settlement of immigrants on ‘the ee 
Australia; 
‘Type of hmmigrant—preference : 
given to British ex-service men, ‘Com: n 
wealth to seek co-operation and assista 
of British Government in obtaining 
type.of immigrant and of passage 
‘same; 
Commonwealth to assume finane 
sponsibility for organization for it 
grants from overseas and Wee i 
Australia; e 
The States to be responsible. for in 
grants from arrival in Australia, an 
their settlement on suitable lands a 
employment on public works; — 
. States to enter into an agreement 
the Commonwealth, setting out in de Ain: 
terms what they bind themselves : 
regard to A a 3 ei co aD 
ao) lang. IM GE 85! 


a 
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‘(B) Latin forms of assistance, such as 
_ depots, sustenance, general care 
a / of immigrants, employment on 
it * public works, particularly on 
Bere Rape . unification of railway gauge and 
to) Pe Murray Waters scheme, &c.— 
toi Nee for (1) ex-service men; 
oe ~ (2) other classes of immi- 
, grants; 


ie approved by the Conference, with the follow- 

a % iets additions :— 

Bee | Commonwealth aa States to co-operate 
Pay fe. Fe aad consult from time to time as to the 
_ number of immigrants who can be absorbed 
, in the respective States, and the class of 
' immigrants required. 
~The Commonwealth undertakes to assist 
_ the States by way of loans for approved 
‘land settlement and publie works.” 


vs Dtsolned “That the Premiers undertake to 
ee “submit the scheme for consideration by the re- 
_ spective State Cabinets.” 


te The Prime Minister, together with other 
' Commonwealth Ministers, attended the Confer- 
e eo on the 24th May, when the proposals of 
the Commonwealth Government with regard to 
immigration were placed before the Conference 
>, by Mr. Hughes. 

_ During the course.of the debate, Mr. Hughes 


“T must not be held to commit the Com- 
monwealth to that proposal, if it is to be 
considered as part of the scheme, so that 
the scheme is itself contingent upon it. 
_ All that I say is this: That the scheme 
itself is limited clearly in the most definite 

_ way, and is under your control, because 
~- ~you are to say how many men you can 
absorb, and what kind of men. Having 
agreed to that proposal, with that first 
---—~—s addendum, if you ask, ‘ Are you prepared 
- to consider the question of advancing loans 
for the purpose of this scheme on ~ public 
works approved by you? I say, ‘We are 


pe “prepared to consider it; but we do not say | 


with regard to public works other than the 
_.. Murray River and the unification of rail- 
_. -way gauge that we will provide the money.’ 
In regard to the unification of gauge, we 
do say that we will provide the money. As 
far as developmental railways are con- 
-.eerned, I may remark that I shall look 
very favorably.on them, because I do not 
+ think we can spend our money in any 
7 oes oe way.” 


i Premiers’ Conference, July, 1920. 


yg At a further Conference, held at Melbourne 
ae, ‘the period 16th to 20th J uly, 1920, 
_ between the Commonwealth and State Minis- 
ters, the proposals outlined in the first resolu- 
tion with regard to immigration passed at the 
former Conference were re-affirmed, and. the 
Conference decided that a scheme ‘should be 
drawn up by the Commonwealth and submitted 
to the State Governments for approval. 
Nhe regard to the second addendum to the 
fir t resolution, however, the Prime Minister 
tatea | that the Commonwealth Government 


aay aay he Tenby 
. , >; x as 
rh Bre, 


¥, a 
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y Sa ta undertake to give ik assistance — 


except in respect of the Murray River waters ~ 
scheme and the construction of a uniform rail- f 
way gauge throughout Australia. 

During the debate in connexion with this 
matter, “Mr. Fihelly asked the Prime Minister 
what money would be made available for publie 
works? 

Mr. Hughes replied that the Commonwealth 
Government was prepared to co-operate in alt 
these public works undertakings. to the extent 
of the mutual resources of the Commonwealth 
and State, but it could not go beyond that. 
He stated that the Murray Waters Scheme 
could be expedited, the Unification of the rail- 
way gauges undertaken, also any other publie 
works that might be suggested, and upon which 
agreement might be arrived at. He also stated 
that the Commonwealth was prepared to eo- 
operate to the fullest extent, because immigra- 
tion was essential to the welfare and safety 
of Australia. 

“Mr. Fihelly then pointed out that Queens- | 
land offered exceptional facilities for the settle- — 
ment of the largest number of immigrants, 
and added that the Murray Water Scheme did 
not interest Queensland as a State. He inti- 
mated also that the same applied to the Uni- 
fication of the railway gauges, because that 


would merely connect Brisbane with the 
border. 
Mr. Hughes agreed that Queensland and 


Western Australia offered greater facilities 
than the other States for the settlement of 
the largest number of immigrants, but added 

—“Tn regard to public works we must cut our 
coat according to our financial cloth.” 


Premiers’ Conference, November, 1920. 


At a Premiers’ Conference held at the Prime 
Minister’s Office on the lst November, 1920, 
Mr. Theodore said— 

“We could absorb straightway a few 
thousands of immigrants if we had the 
money to carry out our proposals. We 
want assistance financially.” . 

Mr. Hughes replied— 

“T do not know to what extent we can 

* do that. You know the state of the money 

market. I do not know what we can do. 
You (Mr. Theodore) said the Burnett dis- 
trict wants £2,000,000 spent on it. ‘ 
We have got to do something. I have done 
the best I can. We must carry out that 
scheme. We cannot settle it now, but this 
general conversation helps.” 


Mr, Fihelly’s Inaccuracy. 


Mr. Fihelly, in May, 1921, stated that a 
promise was given at the July Conference be- 
tween Federal and State Ministers that money 
would be advanced by the Commonwealth Go- 
yernment in connexion with the Burnett lands, 

The answer to this assertion is summed up. 
in the explicit statement by the Prime Min- 
ister “that the Commonwealth Government 
would not undertake to give any assistance ex- 
cept in respect of the Murray River Water 
Scheme and the construction of a uniform — 
gauge.” 

This had reference solely to immigration pro- 
posals. 


Reeardine otitier settlement Mr. Fihelly (at 
_ the July, Conference) asked— 


“What about Queensland’s Upper Bur- 
oe nett railway proposition?” 

Yo which Senator Millen replied— 

! “That will come out of the £1,000 if the 

line is agreed to.” a 

This £1,000 was the amount a be paid in re- 
spect ort ‘each settler, £625 being secured to 
the settler himself and the £375. being avail- 
. able to the States for the purpose of “provid- 
img land. 

Nothing as said that could be construed into 
@ promise “that money would be advanced py. 
the ‘Commonealth Government in connexion 
with the Burnett lands,” 

On the 15th ‘November, 1920, Mr. Theodore 

wrote to the Prime Minister, stating that the 
» ability of Queensland to absorb any ‘umber of 
-immierants depended upon the opening of 
‘further areas of land therein for. settlement. 
He stated that there was a large tract in 
the Northern Burnett and Catlade Valley dis- 
tricts suitable for close .oceupation, on agri- 
-eultural areas, of many thousands of selectors, 
but that about £2,000,000 would be required 
_ for railway and road construction to adapt 
“it for such purposes. This work would extend 
ee three or four years, but, in the mean- 
time, 1,500 men would be employed on the 
eonstruction as soon as money was available. 
He added that if the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment would grant the State a loan -of 
-£2,000,000, to be used for the above purpose 
only, and to be drawn on as required, the 
Queensland Government could make a concrete 
eee with regard to immigration. 


‘The Premier further suggésted that Mr. 
Gullett, Director of Immigration, proceed to 
Queensland. and go fully into the matter with 
_ the State authorities. 


ede reply to that letter, the Premier of Queens- 
aed ‘was informed that Mr. Gullett would 
-imspect the areas in question early in ‘the 
year 1921, and, further, that as soon as the 


report in the matter had been received the 


_ request for financial assistance would ‘receive 
fall ‘consideration, 


Be Queensland’s - not Unnatural Desire. 

- Queensland representatives have expressed a 
‘not unnatural anxiety to receive some indica- 
_ tion tending to justify the hope ‘that unde- 
-yeloped . parts of their -richly-endowed State 
might be made more accessible to new settlers. 
‘The Commonwealth Government sincerely de- 
sited to formulate some plan that could be 
initiated on ‘practical and financially sound 
This much was indicated by the Prime 
“Minister. at the commencement of the nego- 
tiations with the Government of the’ Northern 
State. The Superintendent of Immigration 


of the Burnett country as a district for set- 
tlement. He carried out this duty, and the — 


report was printed for the information of hhon- 
orable members. 


This action appears to be acne: he some 


_[REPRESENTA’ 


Dv. 000, 000 to ‘the Queensland ¢ 


procedure, 


mitted by the Queensland. Governmen 


- was sent to Queensland to report on the value 


_ critics ag an admission on the Dee ‘eo ‘the 
es Bir Gat Cook. CG UA Psa N aad : 


TIV ee 


mitted: ie a perdi cae 


rate seretawatinl Qrecninart | ; 
£2,000,000 to be used in opening 
veloped country. Admittedly, this wa 
mirable objective. But the ee 
vernment desired to learn full details regardir 
the advantages to be gained in 
£2,000,000. This would have been a 

even had ‘the pasyitanss 


poses. But with a easier rapes | 
demands of an abnormal charac ie 
duly dominated the position. ; : 

The importance of. the apport Ly for ¢ le 
velopment in the Burnett district h 
been questioned—it cannot be question 
the fact cannot be ignored that Queen 
a State in which established railw 
wide areas of rich country, in whi 
ample space open to prospective 

The Commonwealth Government 
it is not able to comply with the r 


present time, as mane! is not avail 
purpose. 


Mr, CORSER aed the “Min 
presenting the Minister for Re dé 
arab pana 


with re aitavesta tia eH ee 
2. What portion of Me amount d 


hanretle mere s ent 
low :-— | 


1. £70,000. 
‘2. £29,413 12s. ‘Od. 


ihe A 
Mr. Hannon Ue DY, a R 


policy with He hie ‘to the iasuanedt ation 
various territories and mandated islam 


3 Of 


ee ye ie 


have arisen are at present under con- 
‘sideration. by the Government. 


_ NATURALIZATION OF GERMANS. 


' Mr. GABB asked the Minister for 
| Home and Territories, wpon notice— 
. ng 1. Has the against persons of 
Oe German origin obtaining certificates of 
el naturalization. been removed? 

2. If so, are persons of German origin now 
on the same footing as other European aliens 
in, the matter of obtaining certificates of 

naturalization? 


Mr. WISE ‘(for Mr. Porwron).—The 
answers to the honorable member’s ques- 
tions are as follow :— 


va aly Yes. 
ae Yes.. 


embargo 


PAPUA. 
Export Dourtrs. 


By MALONEY sched: the ‘Minister 
f for Trade and Customs, upon notice— 


1, Was 2d. a Ib. export duty placed on. pea- 
“nuts, and also 25s. a ton export duty on 
\ hat gn in Papua? . 
> 2. Will he inform the House if there are 
any other export duties in Australia and its 
dependencies? ? 
3. If so, will he ask the Cabinet to consider 
‘the removal of such burdens upon primary. 


anh production? i 
Mr. GREENE.—The answers to the 


honorable member’s questions are as fol- 


sat oy ‘There is no a duty on peanuts ex- 
4 cae from Papua, but there is an export 
ease of 25s. per ton on copra. 

_ 2. There are no export duties on goods ex- 
Sled from Australia. The export duty on 
copra is the only export duty imposed so far 

si OP et pencencies are concerned. 

3. The Commonwealth Government have no 
“intention of imposing export duties on any 
primary products exported from Australia. 
So far as Papua is concerned, the question. is 
ene with which the local Government is 
Sdn ahi 


ane IMPERTAL CONFERENCE. 
Mr. GIBSON (for Dr, Earte Pacer) 
asked the Acting Prime Minister, upon 
- notice— , 


In view of the information in the cablegram 
Cpablibhed: in Melbourne newspapers, that Dr. 
Butler, of the Columbia University, has been 
asked to lecture at the Imperial Conference on 
_ constitutional problems, have the Government 
any information that the question of an 
mperial Constitution will be discussed at the 
‘onference 5 and, if so, has that information 
een received since the ilo Minister’s de- 
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Pat 
Pe he 
a 


Conference. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—According pes 
the public press, this statement has ai 
to be incorrect concerning Dr. Butler, 
whom I met when passing through . 
America; but I would like to say very — 
emphatically—and it is necessary in view 


of what is being said in the papers, and ° 


in view of the demand in some quarters 

that something ought to be done—that — 
the Government have no information on ~ 
these matters other than that which has — 
already been communicated to the House. — 


PRICE OF NEWSPAPERS. 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND. asked the 


Treasurer, wpon notice— 


1. Has newsprint fallen in value from £78 
as ton to £35 er less per ton? % 
. If so, has the Melbourne Age recently*in- 
paved its price to twopence per copy, thus 
imposing a tax of some £85,000 per annum upom 
its readers in: addition to a similar aia 
made in war time?. 

3. Has the Melbourne Argus also recently im- 
creased its charge to twopence per copy? ue 
4. Will he consider the advisableness of di- 
verting these excessive charges to a useful 
public purpose by imposing a tax of one half- 
penny per copy upon twopenny daily papers, 
and thus provide ample funds to enable the 
Seat of Government: to be transferred to Can- 

berra within three years? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The answers to 
the honorable member’s questions are as 
follow :— - 

1. There has been a. considerable reduction in 
the price of newsprint, which closely approxi- 
mates that set out. 

2 and 3. I. understand the price of both the 
Melbourne Age and Melbourne Argus Has re- 
cently been increased as stated. J am not in a 
position to say whether, having due regard te 
the publishers’ costs, the increase is excessive. | 
_ 4. See answer to questions 2 and 3. 


PUBLIC SERVICE, 


Retrrineg Agr or Soutrn AUSTRALIAN 
OFrrIcERs. | AL 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER asked the 
Acting Prime Minister, upon notice— — 
Whether the Government has considered the 
judgment. of the High Court concerning the 
rights of South Australian officers transferred 
to. the Commonwealth Public Service, in the _ 
matter of age retirement; and what action 
does the Government propose to take in regard 
to past and prospective ae wie. of suck | 
officers? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. | ie judas 
of the High Court was only delivered om 
the 14th June, and the Government have 
not yet had an opportunity to considag |: 


the matter. 


9102 Census. 


NAURU ISLAND PHOSPHATES. 
Mr. MACKAY asked the Acting Prime 


Minister, upon notice— 

1. What amount of money has been paid by 
the Government for the Australian interest in 
the phosphate deposits in Nauru and Ocean 
island? 

2. How many tons of phosphate have been 
landed in Australia to date, and what is the 
average price received for same? 

' 8. Have the importations from Nauru de- 
ereased the price of phosphates in Australia’ 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The answers 
to the honorable member’s questions are 
as follow :-— 

1. The Commonwealth has paid the sum of 
£1,483,230. 
ye For the first six months of.control by the 
' British Phosphate Commission, being the 
period in respect of which figures are avail- 
able, 120,000 tons. The average price received 
was 78s. 6d. per ton. 

_ 8. 'Not yet; but a reduction in the price of 
phosphate delivered in Australia is expected 
during next year. 


CENSUS. 


Mr. WISE.—I have received further 
preliminary figures in relation to the re- 
cent census. The following statement 

shows the decennial increase of popula- 

tion in each of the Australian States since 

fool 

_ AUSTRALIAN POPULATION: DECENNIAL INCREASE 
IN EACH STATE SINCE 1881. 


’ Decen- Decen- Decen- | Decen- 
State. nium, nium, nium, nium 


1881-91. | 1891-1901.| 1901-11. | 1911-21. 


Numerical Increase. 


New South Wales) 374,129, 230,892 | 293,602) 449,659 
Victoria Oe 278,274 61,230 114,481] 214,563 
Queensland av 180,193 104,411 107,684; 149,760 
South Australia 39,119 42,813 50,212) 86,309 
‘Western Australia 20,074 134,342 97,990 47,114 
Tasmania 30,962 25,808 18,736 22,316 
Six States com- 
bined -. | 922,751) 599,496 | 682,705) 969,721 


Increase Per Cent. 


New South Maks 49:90 20°54 21-67 27°31 

est 32°30 5°37 9-53 16-31 

eensland oy 84-39 26-52 21-62 24°72 

pad h Australia. 14°15 13°57 14-01 21-12 

Western Australia 67°57 269-86 53-22 16:70 

, Lasmania Se 26°76 17-60 10:86 11-67 
Six States com- Mit 

« bined 41-07 13:90 18910 21:79 


in all the States except Western Australia the increase 
was greater both numerically and relatively during the 
decennium 1911-21 than during the décennium 1901-11. 
In two of the States, viz., New South Wales and South 
Australia the increase during 1911-21 was numerically 
greater than in any other decennium during the last 
40 years, while in the cases of Victoria and Queensland 
the increase during 1911-21 was numerically greater than 
“ @ any other imate during the last: 30 years. 


[REPRESENTATIVES] 


Tariff ; 


~ PAPERS. 


Thé following papers were presented = 


Arbitration (Public Service) Act—Determ 
nation by the Arbitrator, &¢«—No. 3 0: 
1921—In the matter of the Commonwealth 
Medical Quarantine Officers’ Association. ~ 

Public Service Act—Regulations Amended— 
Statutory Rules 1921, Nos, 89, 102, 107. 


TARIFF. 


In Committee of Ways and Means 
Consideration resumed from 15th June 
(vide page 90938). ee 
DIVISION V.—METALS AND MACHINERY.* 
*Motive power, engine combinations, and 
power connexiong are ‘dutiable under their re- 
spective headings when not integral parts of 
machines, machinery, or machine tools. 
Item 208— mi aes 
Manufactures of metal, n.e.i., ad- val., Bri- 
tish, 35 per cent.; intermediate, 40 Bee pear ‘ 
general, 45 per cent. ; : 
Mr. FRANCIS (Henty) | [3.0] pa 
When the discussion on this item was 
adjourned last night I was directing at- 
tention to the necessity of further prote 
ing this industry, and I advised honor- 
able members to inspect the factory 
which has recently been erected in Mel- 
bourne. I have again visited the plant, 
and am impressed even more than I wa, 
on my first visit with its possibilities. 
view of the unemployment prevalent im 
our midst I am hopeful that it will be 
possible for the Government to provid 
adequate protection for this industry 
because I have been assured that 
if it is forthcoming, this compan 
wil be prepared to employ 500 hand 
in connexion with the manufacture of 
metal, For the information of honor- 
able members who were not in the cham 
ber when the House adjourned, I desi 
to again’ direct attention to the interest- 
ing specimens of work exhibited in the 
Queen’s Hall, which have been manufac- 
tured from raw material produced in Aus- 
tralia, prepared by Australian workmen, 
and, in many cases, treated by Australian 
machinery. An inspection of the factor 
will show that work of a highly satis 
factory character is being performed by 
machines manufactured in Sydney. Ar-_ 
ticles of various sizes can be manufac- ~ 
tured, and in the hope that adequate pro- 
teakihn “would ‘be provided under. th 
Tariff this firm has erected “a 
factory covering, khan e 2 acres, 


- 
+ pss 


Tariff , 


ws at) a * Cost. sol. between © £20,000 
~  . and £30,000. The building has been 
s erected on modern lines, and the company 
only need: fair protection to enable it to 
prosper. 

Dr. Maroney. Wha is the name of 
_ the firm ? 


Mr. FRANCIS.—Sturtevant, Bedford, 
Proprietary Limited, of Lonsdale-str eet. 
The firm is now occupying small pre- 
mises, but hopes shortly to be occupying 
_ the new building which I have mentioned. 
If this and other industries are given 
sufficient protection there will be no neces- 
sity for sending away from this country 
_. hundreds of passengers who have arrived 
from the Old Country, as we have heard 
of to-day. I am continually being inter- 
_viewed by men seeking employment, and 
- if our Australian industries are ade- 
quately protected these men will easily be 
absorbed. Since the present duties were 

imposed an award of the Arbitration 

Court has increased the wages bill by 20 

per cent., and has also reduced the num- 

ber of working hours. I do not desire at 
this juncture to discuss Arbitration Court 

EV enerda, but I am convinced that until the 
_ cost of living is reduced wages must re- 

-main as they are to-day. When the ma- 
} _-chinery is installed, approximately 
£100,000 will have been invested in 
this .varticular industry, and it is 
only fair that the Government should 

come to its aid. Australian metals are 
used in the production of builders’ brass- 
- ware. The copper comes from Mount 
} _ Lyell, the spelter from Broken Hill, the 
| sheet brass from the Colonial Ammuni- 


AS 


tion Company, and the tin from Mount. 


Bischoff. All the machinery is manufac- 
-tured in Australia. Quite recently the 
; ‘Repatriation Department called for 
tenders for 12,000 locks for War Service 
“Homes; and, so far as one can gather, 
( orders for only 600 were placed with. Mel- 
~ bourne manufacturers.» The bulk of the 
requirements in this direction were pur- 
_ ehased from importing houses, which is 
-_eonelusive proof that the present duties 
are inadequate. 

Mr. Warxins.—Was there any great 
difference in the price? 

Mr. FRANCIS.—Those who are con- 
: dadhitie this industry are quite prepared 
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_ to invest more capital if the present duty | 


Tariff. 9103 
importing firms placed orders with Japan. 
I have no interest whatever in this indus- 
try, and there are no factories in my con- 
stituency. I produce for the information 


of honorable members an article made in 


Japan, and one of similar type manufac-— 
tured in Australia. 

Mr. Warxins.—Is that the stuff they 
are putting into the War Service homes? 

Mr. FRANCIS.—I do not know 
whether the Department is equipping the 
soldiers’ homes with Japanese furnish- 
ings; but I do know that, out of 12,000 
lock sets for which tenders were. invited 
by the War Service Homes Branch, only 
600 were purchased from the Melbourne 
makers. 

Mr. Parker Mortonry.—Where siecle 
the others made? 

Mr. FRANCIS.—Overseas. 

Mr. Parker Moronry.—That is scan- 
dalous. 

Mr. FRANCIS.—I have these two, 
locks before me. In comparing them, the 
man in the street, without practical 
knowledge, would say that the Japanese 
lock appeared to be all right, and was 
good enough. But the man who knows 
would compare the finish of the two. He 
would note the superiority of the Austra- 
lan article, and perceive its greater 
durability. Price, however, would be the 
appealing factor with the uninformed in- 
dividual. Naturally, the Japanese article 
is the cheaper, considering that the item 
of wage cost is almost negligible as com- 
pared with the same in Australia. 

Mr, Rirey.—What is the difference be- 


tween the prices? 


Mr. FRANCIS.—I have not that spe- 
cific information; but the Japanese lock 
costs very much less. Having had twenty- 
five years’ experience in the building trade, 
I can say, although I do not set up to 
be an expert, that there is vastly greater 
value in the Australian product. That, 
however, would not appeal to the average 
individual. Price, I repeat, would be the 
main consideration. 

Mr. Parxer Motonry.—lIf they put 
these Japanese lines into the War Ser- © 
vice homes, they will fly the good old flag - 
over them, "and that will make everything 
all right. 

Mr. FRANCIS.—If that is to be the 
purpose for. which our flag is to be em- 
ployed, I shall have no time for it. But 


ys 


a shad ‘up ea my country. a the ae 
and every time, with Japan and every 


other country nowhere. 1 consider the 


desire of the Australian makers for a 10 
per cent. increase in the duties extremely 
moderate and altogether reasonable. A 


- Melbourne importing house recently sent 
a sample of the Australian. product to- 


Japan, and asked the foreign makers to 
imitate it as closely as possible, and for- 
“ward a “quote.” I emphasize that the 
wage cost in Japan is almost nothing, and 
_ that thus the foreign makers have an enor- 
mous advantage. But we must keep 
out these cheap Japanese goods if we are 
to foster the best interests of our own 
eountry. I move— 
_ That the following words be sou :—* And 
eu and after 17th June, 1921, ad val., British, 


45 per cent.; intermediate, 50 per cent. ; gene- 
al 55. per cent.” 


Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [3.15 |.— 
a hope the Minister will accept the amend- 
ement. J thank the honorable member for 
-Henty for having moved it, and for 
having so ably stated the case for the 
Australian makers, Having inspected 
the samples, I noticed an undoubted simi- 
larity, but I point out that the play of 
the Australian lock is more facile than 
oe of the Japanese; also, that the spring 
which holds the bolt of the local product 
in place is of brass, in keeping with the 
material of which the lock is made, 
whereas, in the Japanese bolt, the spring 
as of a cheaper metal. I can appreciate 
that there is bound to be a considerable 
difference in the selling price. I wish 
to say, by the way, that in my criticisms, 
I do not desire to disparage . Japan. Its 
people are the most artistic race the 
world has ever known. At the same 
time, ‘our duty, as representatives of a 
white race, is first to Australia; and, 
even if the price of the imported line 
were less than half of that of the local 
production, we should support the Aus- 
tralian industry. One tremendous fac- 
or calling for our*support is that all the 
material in the Australian lock is from 
Australian sources, that the machinery 


employed is Australian made, and that the 


| workmen are Australians. 


__ With respect to the furnishing of War 


Service homes, Mr. McKenzie, the pre- 
vsident of the "Melbourne branch of the 
f eturned | Seis Association, — sai 


embraces an immense range of a 


ae he acco fe 8 
had been used in connexion w 
electrical _ installations. in 
homes had been made. in 
‘hat assertion was contradicte 
head of the War Service Home: 
Mr. McKenzie was told plainly 
was a perverter of the truth. 
tunately for the veracity of th 
placed Government official conce 
Mr. McKenzie had some of these 
in his own possession. An « 

issued by the War Shite Homes bran 
‘for the return of all the Chinese 
but some of them were not giv: 
They were missed, and their return 
demanded. The lamps were . ly 


eae effect that the ie were 
in China.” In the light of tha’ 
one can understand that the Wa 
Homes Department would ae 


Trade and Customs) [3.20]. ee 
tie this | item deals he piers fs 


Pucca: But I ery be ap 
to be put through a catechism 
additional articles which it cover 


which vary both in the degree of 
facture that is involved in them 
in their values. . The particular 
of the honorable member’s remar 
brassware of one kind or another 
that he does not forget that very 1 
as much labour is involved i in the ma 
of a steel bolt as is involved i in the 
ing of a brass bolt, It is true tha: 
is a greater amount of labour requisit 
the manufacture of a brass bolt, hat 
is in the manufacture of an iron 

the ad, valorem any 4 in both ca t 


S ee The cage upon the brass bolt, how- 
ever, represents a far greater measure of 
_ protection than it does upon the iron bolt, 
_ because we have to consider the value of 
o the metal used in each instance, and we 
saath know that the value of the metal used 
in the manufacture of a brass bolt is very 
ee higher than is the value of the 
metal used in the manufacture of an iron 
bolt. The same remark is applicable to 
the still higher processes of manufacture. 
ey the case of goods from foreign coun- 
tries, the duty proposed, namely, 45 per 
cent., would be very high if we added 
ds ae per cent. to it. I cannot see my way 

oi ae increase the existing impost. If hon- 


_ will see that the duty upon it has been 
_ inereased from 30 per cent. under the 
-1908 Tariff, to 45 per cent. under this 
“Tariff. In all the circumstances the 
duties proposed appear to be sufficient to 
afford our local manufacturers a reason- 
able chance of competing successfully 
with the manufacturers overseas. I know 
that the industry is almost an entirely 
‘new one. Prior to the war its operations 
“were almost of a negligible character, but 
a since ‘then it has made wonderful strides 
Im many directions, not merely in the 
manufacture of the ‘articles of which the 
honorable member for Henty has spoken, 
but also in the manufacture of locks. 
_ Then there is the brass metal, and 
_ other metal industries which are being 
1 established all over the country. It seems 
_ to me that the duties set out in the 
schedule are quite sufficient to enable our 
5 manufacturers to successfully carry on 
_ their operations. TI ask the honorable 
_ member for Henty to accept those duties, 
Dice they cover a vast number of 
articles other than those which he has 
a ug “enumerated. 

My. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [3.24]. 
—I regret that the Minister cannot ac- 
cede to the request of the honorable mem- 
~ ber for Henty (Mr. Francis), although I 
recognise the difficulty in which he finds 
_ himself owing to the general character of 
an this. “ item. _ “Manufactures of metal 

 n.e.i.” covers a very numerous class of 
ee articles, but I have always been under 
the impression that. importations from 
i otting /countries: bear the name of their 
country of origin.. 
‘ aa eS, Fostzr.—That. is insisted 
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-orable members will look at the item, they, 


We 
ASS Pee 


Tariff. | 


Mr. FENTON. —I do not know > 
whether that is so, or’ whether the matter — 
is subject to our Customs regulations; — 
but a quantity of bolts may be imported — 


from Japan, and the box containing them 


may have printed across it the words, 

“Made in Japan.” When those bolts — 
have been taken out of the box, the publie 
is absolutely ignorant of their country of 

origin. 
¢ Mr. Srewarr.—The honorable member 
is quite right. They ought to bear the — 
name of their country of origin. | 

Mr. FENTON.—During the summer f 
had oceasion to look out for a bathing 
costume, and accordingly visited a dra- 
per’s establishment for the purpose of 
buying one. JI selected one which was 
rather to my liking from a colour-point _ 
of view, but upon closely examining it I 
discovered that it had been made in Japan. 
That was sufficient warrant for its Tejec- 
tion. 

Sir Roserr Best.—The branding of © 
all goods with the name of their country 
of origin does not come within the pro- 
visions of the Commerce (Trade Descrip- 
tions) Act. i 

Mr: FENTON.—I think that Austra- 
han purchasers should be protected, be- 
cause bolts, for example, may be sold by 
the gross, by the hundred, or by the thou- 
sand, and they may be palmed off as hay-. 
ing been manufactured in Australia when, 
as a matter of fact, they have been made 
in Japan. 

Mr. Francis.—The Australian bolt is 
branded. | 
Mr. FENTON .—It only bears its name. 
The Minister has confessed that he was 
almost ashamed to say that our Austra- 
lian manufacturers are frequently ‘asked. 
to keep the brand, “Made in Australia,” 
off the articles which they produce, be- 
cause of the public prejudice against goods 
of local manufacture. Unfortunately 
that ‘is true. If we have no regulations 
under which imported articles must bear 
the name of their country of origin, it is 
time that our Commerce (Trade Deserip- : 
tions) Act was amended in that direction. _ 

Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister for — 
Trade and Customs) [3.28]—Section 7 of 
the Commerce oakta Descriptions)’ _— 
provides— . nb 

1. The regulations may prohibit. the importa. ; 


tion or introduction into Australia of any speci- 
fied goods unless there is applied to them a 
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‘ade Uosediption of such character relating to 
such matters, and applied in such manner as is 
prescribed. - 
That provision enables us to pice 
amongst other things, that such goods shall 
bear the name of their country of origin, 
and, as a matter of fact, we do so prescribe 
» im so far asthe Act enables us to do so. 
But section 15 of the same Statute says— 
Sections 7 and 11 of this Act shall not apply 
to any goods other than— : 
! (a) articles used for food or drink by man, 
or used in the manufacture or pre- 
paration of articles used for food or 
drink by man; or 

(b) medicines or, medicinal preparations 
for internal or external use; or 

(c) manures; or ‘ 

(d@) apparel (including boots and’ shoes) 
and the materials from which such 
apparel is manufactured; or 

(e) jewellery; or 

(f) seeds and plants. 

These are the limitations imposed by the 
Act. If anything be placed upon these 
goods descriptive of what they are, under 
our regulations they must also bear the 
brand of the country of their origin. But 
we cannot insist upon all goods being so 
marked. However, the Government have 
under consideration at the present time 
a proposal to amend the Commerce 
(Trade Descriptions) Act, with a view to 
making it applicable to all imported 
goods, and specifying that such goods shall 
be marked with the name of the country 
of their origin. 


Sir ROBERT BEST  (Kooyong) 
[2.30].—I am very glad that the Minister 
for Trade and Customs has intimated the 
intention of the Government to amend the 
Act in question. As I interjected when 
the honorable member for Maribyrnong 
(Mr. Fenton) was speaking, I do not 
‘think that that Statute apples to the case 
to which he has referred, and, as a result, 
the Australian article has st 
‘severely. The intention of the Commercé 
- Act was to enlighten the public as to what 
they were buying, and there is ample 
room for a substantial extension of it, so 
as to cover cases of this kind. I regret, 


with some of my honorable friends who 


have addressed the Committee, that the 
Minister (Mr. Greene) cannot see his 
way to give some further assistance to 
this industry. He has rightly said that 
this particular item, ‘‘ Manufactures of 
metal n.e.1.,” has a vast range. 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] 


‘worse for us. 


suffered. cent. since this schedule was presented. 


s of proposal for an increased. duty 
T admit. 


Tarif. 


that it has, and pee ae A 
argument is difficult to answer. 
ever, the honorable gentleman is sa 
that any department of industry, st 
that of brassware, covered by thi 
entitled to special encouragement, 1 


me item and giving to that depar Py 
the industry such further encouragem 
as he thinks proper. It is unneces 
repeat the arguments which have 
been advanced, but I would point out 
the Minister that when he introduc 
Tariff, some twelve months ago, 
satisfied that the brassware industry 
other like enterprises were entitled t 
percentages of protection set- out 
schedule. The very object that he hac 
fixing these schedule rates was 
them the encouragement they - q 
If the value of those duties has sine 
substantially reduced, then we wha 
enacting this Tariff legislation at th 
sent time must take cognisance o: 
depreciation. If, when the sched 
introduced last year, 35 per cent 
sufficient, a greater percentage mus 
be necessary. | 


“Mr. Ricwarp Foster. hee 8 
preciation, or an even greater =?) 
been going on in other countries. 


Sir ROBERT BEST.—So mi 
A depreciation in Vv: 
in countries exporting here decreases 
largely, our opportunities, be. 


imposed. 


Mr. Ricuarp Fosrrr the 
manufacturers here drop their ] pri es. 
it time that they did so. 


Sir ROBERT BEST.—But, ins 
wages in the brassware industry 
down, they have actually increased 2( 


That being so, the industry to-day is 
getting 25 per cent. by way of protec 
Whilst I admit the force of the 
ister’s argument as to the omn 
gatherum character of this part 
item, yet there is a means of compas 
the difficulty ; ; and if he cannot see 
way now to give additional ene 
ment to the brassware industry, he 
after further investigation, entertain. 


Tariff is before another Place. ne 


Mr peta: oerin —An 

‘that wants more than the protection pro- 
vided for in this case is not worth foster- 
an ae ROBERT BEST.—The brassware 
industry in Australia is only in its in- 
_ fancy, but it is of very great value to the 
Peo Monvealth: Exhibits of its products 
have been made within the precincts of 
the House. Many thousands of pounds 
have. been sunk in starting the industry, 
and we should not overlook the fact, since 
it has been demonstrated that it cannot» 
ee on in face of the competition from 
Japan and elsewhere. The Minister 
a should further investigate the matter, 
and, if necessary, break up the item so 
ce as” to afford the increased protection 
sought, 

- Question—That the words proposed to 
ae be added (Mr. Francis’) be so added— 
re put.’ The Committee pie 


Ayes Nea 
Noes x. 26 
Majority 11 

: ee te AYES. 
“sAnstey, F Makin, N. J. O. 


_ Best, Sir Robert ° 


3s Maloney, Dr.. 
roll - Blundell, Rive, 


Mathews, J. 
Be Charlton, M. Moloney, Parker 
i Cunningham, L.L. | Riley, EB 
hoa J. E. Tellers: 
Rata, AS) Francis, F, H. 
papett: EK. Watkins, D. 
ie Noss. bi 
Per: oe ro! Lazzarini, H. P. 
Bell, G. J. Lister, J. H. 
- Bowden, E. K. Mackay, G. H. 
: co raat D0. Rodgers, A. S. 


_ Cook, Robert. 


| Ryrie, Sir Granville 
_ Corser, EK. B. C. 


Smith, Laird 


~ 


_ Fleming, W. M. Stewart, P. G. 
Foley, G. Watt, W. A. 
Foster, Richard Wienholt, A. 
Gabb, J. M Wise, G. H. 
Gibson, WG, 

- Greene, Ms M. Tellers: 
Gregory, H Burchell, R. J. 
ON Shea L. E. Story, W. H. 


sae fee so resolved in the negative. 
_ Amendment negatived. 


Item agreed to. 

Items 209 (Malleable iron castings 
nei.) and 210 (Metal pins), agreed to. 

Item 911— 


Printers’ type, including clumps, leads, 
spaces, and quads; lino. and other slugs; metal 
furniture and. quotations, ad val., British, 223 
per cent.; intermediate, 30 per cent. ; general, 


NPG. Fone, 1921.] : 


industry 


that. 


agree to that; 


ie 


Tariff. 


Mr. 


pot 


GREENE (Richmond — Minister — 


for Trade and Customs) [3.42].—We 


have taken clumps and leads out of item — 


212, in which they appeared in the old — 
Tariff, and included them in this item. — 


I propose to return them to item 212, 
under which they will be free of duty if | 
of British origin, and subject to ad 
valorem duties of 5 per cent. (interme- 


diate) and 10 per cent. (general), for 


the following reason :—lIt was represented _ 
to us that the manufacturers were pre- 
pared to make clumps and leads in Aus- — 


tralia. For that reason we included them 


in this item, thus making them dutiable. 


They now ttll us that they cannot manu- 
facture those articles here unless we grant 


them an increased-duty, and this we do — 


not propose to do. 


' Mr, Fenron.—I am surprised to hear 
They are the’most easily manufac- 


tured things in printers’ materials. 


Mr. GREEN E.—Exactly. When these 
people undertook to manufacture them iP as 
we included them in the dutiable list, we 
did so include them; but now they tell us 
that they will not manufacture them un-_ 
less we impose an additional duty. I. 


a 


kept my undertaking with them so far as 


I could; but they have not lived up to it, 
and I do not propose to proceed further. ’ 

Mr. Frenron.—Is this the duty with 
which they were satisfied at the time? 

Mr. GREENE.—This is what they 
asked for; but now they say they want 
another 10 per cent. I am not going to 
but, of course, the Com- 
mittee can please itself. 

Mr, Fenron.—The Minister smiles 
when he says that, because he knows he 
is the Czar in this matter. 


Mr. GREENE.—I have to submit to 


the will of the Committee, just as other — 


honorable members have. This is one of 


those cases in which I do not feel justi-— 


fied in doing what is asked. 


Mr. Ricuarp Fostrer.—If you cannon 


do it, it is a very bad case. 


Mr. GREENE.—I move— 


‘That the following words be added:—* And 
on and after 17th June, 192]— 


« Printers’ type, including spaces and quadeds 


lino. and other slugs; metal furniture 
British, 224 — 


and quotations, ad val., 


per cent.; intermediate, 30 per cent. j . 


general, 35 per cent.” 


Mr. WATKINS (Newcastle) [3. 45] ae 
honorable member for Adelaide iu 


The 


Cat 


5g 


Pari 


\ (Mr. Blundell), who is at Saas en- 
_ gaged on a deputation, asked me to refer. 
te ‘this item, Accor ding to my informa- 
tion, “ The manufacture of clumps and 
leads is a different and distinct industry 
from type founding or casting of type, 
and. in the United Kingdom no type- 
founder makes his own clumps or leads.” 
I hear also that the whole of the type- 
making industry is in the hands of a tre- 
mendous American. Trust, which is not 
only dealing with the type-makers of 
England by getting them into their fold, 
but is also beginning to deal with the 
Australian industry. If that is so, the 


request of the Australian manufacturers 


for an increase in the general rate, where 
it does not strike at anything British, is 
very modest. During the debates on this 
schedule those who desire to create Aus- 
tralian industries have said that they 
would rather have trusts here than out- 
side, because they could deal with them 
here: but in this case, if the facts sub- 
“mitted are correct, an Australian indus- 
try 18 in imminent danger of being 
crushed ‘by a Trust over which we have 
no control. 

Mr. J peu dthe whole point is that 
you trust no Trust? 


Mr. WATKINS.—That is so. After 


the Minister’s amendment is dealt with,. 


it would be a fair concession for him to 
agree to an increase of 10 per cent. in 
the general rate on articles manufactured 
in Australia. 


Mr. Greenze.—I am not moving for 
-an increase. It must be remembered 
that these are the raw material of the 
printer. 


Mr. WATKINS. — Do I understand 
that clumps are the raw material for the 
linotype and other machines? 


Mr. Greunu.—They are printers’ raw 
material. I do not think clumps and 
leads are used in the lnotype. 


Mr. WATKINS. —Perhaps we can go 
‘into the question more fully after the 
amendment is dealt. with. 


_ Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [3:49]. 
'—The statement made by the honorable 
member for Newcastle (Mr. Watkins) 
places the whole question in. quite a new 
light. The Americans are doing their 
best to make their trade in many lines 
as evils as. aes 


/ 


_ [REPRESENTATIVES ‘- 


ee out. 


¢ 


Lt neg 


hind. it seems, bbls: that we shoul 


tue in ies printing ade 
Taately a pices of lead a te 


whieh, is ee ead peg 
of type, although the ino 
puts what is known as a “ beard 
each line, thus dispensing. with : 


” 


lines. Honorable em biee tm y 
noticed’ that the leading article 
newspaper is usually printed: : 
type, with more space between 
due to the insertion of the lead 
to. All circular printing, book ] 


the same way. 
also be easy to manufacture, be 
that is required is a mould into wl 
lead is poured, and afterwards cut 
into the lengths required. The oper 
is so simple that it is evident th 
facturers here have not entered i 
business more extensively because 
danger to be apprehended from. . 
competition. This, I think, must 
reason for the request for a furth 
tection. I can understand the 
ter’s disappointment at this request, 
cause I presume that eighteen: mo 


Tari the RY OS Ss suggestec 
they thought would be a fair duty 
evidently they came to the conclusi 
225 per cent., 30 per cent., and. 
cent. would be © sufficient, 
against the American Combine. 
ditions have so altered since then th. 
protection has in some measure 
T am anxious that th 
iaterial for these articles shoule 
pire into the finished pro@uet. ix 
tralia, because our printing ho ses 
thousands of tons of lead material in 
shape of clumps, furniture, leads 
quads-every year. We obtain a good. 
of our requirements from Great B 


sea to Hngland nd tee. the 
produce back to Australia. 


rt 
Aahe 


i honorable member for 
must know. I am very dis- 
£ ted to think that the items referred 
) are on the free list so far as Great Bri- 
concerned, and 10 per cent. in the 
‘Tariff, because 10 per cent. against 
American Combine is worthless. 
t. Greenr.—My amendment puts 
ps and leads, not printers’ type, in 
Re | 
Mr. FENTON.—Why make any dif- 
nce between thé clumps and quads? 
quad is more difficult to make than a 
‘lump. If our manufacturers can turn 
ut quads under the present Tariff I can- 
ot understand why they cannot make 
* clumps. ee 
Mr. Greenz—That they can is shown 
yy the importations, which have fallen 
Mr. FENTON.—And they tell you 
they cannot make clumps and leads? 
‘Mr, Grerye.—tThat is what they say. 
Wr. FENTON.—What about spaces? 


“ 
A 


_Greenz.—tThey are all right. 
r. FENTON.—But a space is a very 
hin piece of lead not type high, used in 
composition between the words. If 
spaces can be manufactured here, it is 
strange that clumps. cannot also be made. 
mendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr. BLUNDELL (Adelaide) [3.58 ].—It 
my intention to move to amend the 
fem by increasing the British duty to 35 
per cent. Those engaged in this industry in 
Australia have had a big struggle against 
great deal of opposition, particularly 
from the American manufacturers, who 
ire employing their well-known methods 
the local industry in order that 
have a clear run of the market. 
tralian manufacturers are selling 
ye at prices considerably less than 
which we have been able to pur- 
outside. I can speak from experi- 
ecause I have been associated with 
perative movement in my own 
nd I know that we have been able 


prices. There is a gentleman 


rrespondent for one concern 


almost everything we required at. 


acting as foreign and In-_ 


that has not the welfare of the Australian 
industry at heart. This organization 
has issued a circular in which it invites 
the trade to endeavour to secure a cons 
siderable reduction in the existing duties 
on this item. This shows that even in 
Australia itself there are those who are 
endeavouring, in connexion with this par- 
ticular industry, to bring about a redue- 
tion of the duties by which it is pro 
tected. After.setting out the need for a 
reduction of duties, and dealing with the 
question of the serious injury to the im- 
port trade which the local industry repre- 

sents, the circular to whieh { refer 

reads— a 


Should the foregoing meet with your views, 
it-is suggested that you might see fit to place: 
the matter before the member for your Divi- 
sion in the House of Representatives and the_ oe 
senators representing your State, asking that 
the old duty be re-established without prefer- 
ence, which, after all, only serves to hamper 
the importation of the best and not the worst 
classes of new type designs. Apart from any 
communication you®may make to your poli- | 
tical representatives, I should: esteem it a § — 
favour if you would give me your: vlews on*  ~ 
this matter at your early convenience, for the 
confidential information of my principals. 


That circular is signed by T. D. Chata- 
way, who, I understand, at one time 
occupied the position of a member of the 
Senate. That is the kind of opposition 
which the local industry has to meet, I 
have said that prices in Australia ara 
less than the prices of English and 
American imports at the present 
moment; but a circular has been issued 
by a representative of one of the Ameri- ~ 
can firms in Australia in which the 
statement is made that they are prepared .. 
to sell type at a 50 ner cent. reduction cn 
present prices. The firm carrying on 
the industry in Australia pays all the 
wages they are called upon to pay; and 

I may inform the Committee that 55 per 
cent. of the selling cost of type is paid in 
wages which are spent in Australia. In . 
spite of this, the local industry is called 
upon to enter into competition with 
American firms that are prepared to 
agree to a reduction of 50 per cent. on 
present selling prices in this country. I. 
mention, further, that everything used in 
the production of type locally is of Aus- — 
tralian manufacture. Here, again, the 
local industry is placed at a very great 
disadvantage in connexion with the cost 
of the material it must use. In the. 


9110 Tariff. 


[a 


Argus of the 10th instant, I find that 


lead is quoted in Melbourne at £30 per 


ton, and tin at £224 per ton. In Eng- 
land, the price of lead is given at £22 
17s. 6d. per ton, and the price of tin at 
£167 12s. 6d. Honorable members will 
see the great advantage which these lower 
prices-for material give to the makers of 
type overseas. 
agree to an increase in these duties, and 
tv retain in the item the two articles 
which he proposes to take out of it. It 
is true that representatives of the local 
firm approached the honorable gentleman 
_ some time ago, with a view to extending 
their operations, and becoming in a posi- 
tion practically to supply the whole of the 
requirements of the trade in Australia. 
On their representations, the Minister 
agreed to include in the item one or two 
articles which he now proposes to strike 
out of it, on the ground that the firm has 
not already started to manufacture these 
particular articles. The reason for this 
is obvious. It is of no use for the firm 
to undertake to put in the machinery 
essential for the manufacture of these 


particular articles . when the in- 
dustry. they have already established 
is confronted with the disabilities 


to which I have referred. It is 
not reasonable to expect this firm te 
spend thousands of pounds upon the in- 
‘stallation of the machinery essential to 
make these articles when they realize 
that their present industry 1s seriously 
attacked by outside competition. I have 
the authority of a representative of the 
firm for saying that, if these duties are 
made such as to protect the local indus- 
try against outside competition, they will 
be quite prepared to manufacture these 
particular articles that have been referred 
to, and to place themselves in a position 
to supply the whole of the requirements 
of the trade in Australia. I move— 


That the following words be added:—*“ And 


British, 
gene- 


on and after 17th June, 1921, ad. val., 
30 per cent. ; intermediate, 35 per cent. ; 
ral, 45 per cent.” 

JI hope that the Minister will agree to 
this amendment. He should recognise 
that this industry deserves adequate pro- 
tection, and that those engaged in it 
should be placed in a position to continue 


the business they have established, and ~ 


which has proved so beneficial to the 
_ trade generally in Australia. 


[REPRESENTATIVES. 1 


I ask the Minister to 


“Tariff, 


Mr. GREENE ( Richmand-—_Me 
Trade and Customs). [4.8].—I h 
Committee will not accept the ame 
ment. In this Tariff I have raised. 
general rate already by 10 pee cent. 


fallen ws fran £12,024 in 1913 fa 
Ever since this Tariff was ‘i 


tion ree in the old Tariff. te i 
cumstances, it appears to me ‘that the 
duties proposed are sufficient. 
Mr. Frenron.—lIf any developments. 
jurious to the industry take place, 


the Minister promise to review 

matter ? | 
Mr. GREENE.—I promise: to : id 

into it. « 


Amendment negatived. 
Item agreed to. 


Amendment (br. Mr. Gnenvn) 3 agr 
to— 
That the followine words be added: aia 
on and after 17th June, 1921. pe 
Printers’ type, including sp a 
quads; lino and other slugs; me 
niture and quotations, ad val., 
223 per cent.; intermediate, 30 per 
general, 35 per cent.” i 
Item, as amended, agreed to. : 
Item 219 consequehtially amended, 
agreed to. 


Item 213 (Refrigerating © onder r 
&c., item 214 (Retorts, &.), item 21! 
(Saws), item 216 (Steel grit, &.), 
217 (Sprinklers), item 218 (Tanks), an 
item 219 (Tools of trade), sere t 


Item 220— 


Traps, dog and rabbit, ad val. British, 
per cent.; intermediate, 30 per Cone 
40 per cent. 


It isa a lucky thing for the Minin 
a dingo is not able to bark because | 
posals like this, coupled with the he 
duty on wire netting, might well € 
their approval, and also win for the M 
ister a medal from the Society for tk 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. I 
him the difference between a dog tray 
and a vermin trap. In my opinion, tk 
dog is the most destructive of all verm 
and annually destroys stock worth mi 
lions of pounds. The proposal to t 
dog traps is comparable in stupidity w 
that to put a tax on arsenic. es. ie 3) 


of Australia need the easiest and cheapest 
facilities for: getting rid of pests. I 
_ i. n0ve— | 
Meade what - the following words be added:— 
 ** And on and after 17th June, 1921, ad. val., 
British, free; intermediate, 5 per cent.; gene- 
"-  Fal,>¥®per cent. 
Mr. GREENE (Richmond — Minister 
for Trade and Customs) [4.15].—I am 
one _ prepared to meet the honorable member 
‘Sa _ for Moreton (Mr. Wienholt) by taking 


dog traps out of this item, and making 
them taxable under item 221, as vermin 
traps; but rabbit traps are made in Aus- 
® tralia in large numbers, and the industry 


should be protected. We thought that 

_ the manufacture of dog traps would have 
_ been undertaken. These traps are not 
_ made here. 


between a dog trap and a rabbit trap? 

Mr. GREENE.—A rabbit trap would 

not be strong enough to hold a dog very 

long. 

sour Mr. Roserr Coox.—What is the duty 
on mouse traps? 

Mr. GREENE.—There is no duty on 
_ them, because I am not satisfied that the 
industry is on a sufficiently large scale to 
justify a duty. 

__ Mr. RICHARD FOSTER (Wakefield) 
_ [4.18].—I shall support the amendment. 
The Minister’s proposal is far from satis- 
factory. It is needless to repeat now 
_. what was said the other day, during the 
discussion on another item, concern- 
ing the loss to our primary pro- 
_ ducers caused by vermin. There are 
q _ districts which would have to be 
_ given up entirely were not huge sums 
_ expended on fencing out and on trapping 
vermin, this expenditure being often 
_ greater than the rental paid. The Minis- 

_ ter has promised to make dog traps duti- 
_ able as vermin traps at 5 per cent. and 
_ 10 per cent., if imported from any other 
country than great Britain; but he in- 
gists that rabbit traps shall be dutiable 
at 20,30, and 40 per cent. I would re- 
mind him, however, that, generally speak- 
‘ing, it is the big man who suffers from 

the depredations of dogs, and that the 
tax on rabbit traps will fall more particu- 
larly on the small holders. It is absurd 
to say that the manufacturers of these 
traps need the protection of a duty of 40 
4) per eent. Every member who knows any- 
_ thing of country conditions will oppose 


4 


Mr. Marnews.—What is the difference | 


time. 


. prices of traps are falling, but I doubt if 


aa : on gle 
Oe tanh 6 2 e168 Toney 1021.7 Tariff, out 


this hampering of the man _ out-back. 
Many such men are holding country on 
which they barely make a living, because 
they lose in one year what they have 
gained in the preceding year. — 

Mr. GIBSON (Corangamite) [4.20].—_ 
I shall support the amendment. To-day 
the rabbit is just as great a pest in the 
southern States as is the dog in Queens- 
land and New South Wales. 

Mr. Cuartron.—What is the price of 
rabbit traps? 

Mr. GIBSON.—They were 12s. per 
dozen pre-war. | 

Mr. Srewart.—And they are now 33s. 
per dozen. | 

Mr. GIBSON.—The same honorable 
members who passed item 219, tools of 
trade for the use of artisans and me 
chanics, at duties ranging from nil \to 
10 per cent., dre now supporting duties 
of 20 to 40 per cent. on the tvols of trade 
employed by rabbit trappers. I obiect to 
this differentiation. The worker in the > 
country should be treated in the same way 
as the worker in the city. The Com- 
mittee has already imposed a duty on wire- 
netting, although it and dog traps and 
rabbit traps are essential to the man out- 
back. «I hope honorable members will 
realize the injustice that is being done to 
the man on the land by imposing these 
high duties of 20 per cent., 30 per cent., 
and 40 per cent. on dog and rabbit traps. 
I ask the Minister to consider the advisa- 
bility of bringing these articles under 
item 221, so that they may be admitted 
free from Great Britain, with a general 
Tariff of only 10 per cent. 

Mr, FOLEY (Kalgoorlie) [4.22].—I 
am pleased that the Minister has agreed 
to reduce the duty on dog traps, but the 
proposed high impost on rabbit traps is 
very serious. 

Mr. Warxtins.—They are being made 
by the thousand in Australia. 

Mr, FOLEY.—I grant that. But 
whereas the pre-war price was from 12s, 
to 15s. per dozen, the price to-day is 35s. 
6d. per dozen. a 


Mr. Warxins.—What was the pre-war 
price of wheat? Comparisons are odious. 

Mr. FOLEY.—Nobody will convince 
me that duties of from 20 to 40 per cent. 
on rabbit traps are needed at the present 
Honorable members say that the 


fore the war? 


- ey have ever been higher than they are 
to-day. 
explain what has actuated him in impos- 
- ing such a high duty. Is the cost of pro-. 
‘ duction more than twice what it was be- 
This is not merely a ques- | 
__ tion of giving assistance to the big pastor- 
alists; hundreds of men are earning their 


I should like the Minister to 


_ living by trapping rabbits, and the more 


ain can trap the better for the com- 


"Mr. WATKINS (Neacaine) [4.25 ].— 


. this item, as on. nearly every other 


that has been discussed, honorable mem- 


bers who are opposed to the proposed 
duty have compared present prices with 
_ pre-war prices. 


The comparison is not 


fair, because to-day the whole world is up- 


| set, 


and conditions are different from 


se existing in pre-war days. The price 


this article during the ear was higher 


2 CoN the price to-day. 


= 


- Mr. Forpy.—Is the honorable member 
sure of that? 
Mr. WATKINS.—I ‘am_ basing my 
statement on the figures in the possession 
of the Minister. The making of rabbit 


traps is a new industry, and I have seen 


_ traps being turned out by the score: 


Mr. Ricuarp Fostrr.—So they should 


. be, even without the duty. 


Mr. WATKINS. i I suppose the 


ener wheat should have been handled 
during the war without Government as- 
‘sistance? 


‘Mr. Srrewarr.—lIf that had been done, 


very little wheat would have been grown, 
and there would have been a large influx 

ot population from the country to the 
cities, 


_ Mr. WATKINS —1 supported the pro- 


en that the Government should go to 


the assistance of the primary producers 


during the war, and I will always be 


ready to help them in times of stress; but 


| ne ask the farmers to realize that condi- 
- tions are not normal to-day, and that the 
 Australian-made trap will catch a rabbit 
as well as will an imported one. 


The 


i trouble is that the farmers will not be 


fair in return for the fairness they 
received from other sections of the com- 


munity during the war. The manufac- 


ture of rabbit traps will mean the em- 
ployment of some people, and the more 


_we employ the more there will be to con- 


sume the wheat. and wear the coined eee 
~ duced by a man oa hod land. ee 


40 per cent. duty to. get a a 


made in Australia. 


pest. 


stay the invasion of rabbits from 
aa and lesan that failed built 


placing of a heavy duty on an ft 


‘mittee will insist that rabbit traps 
game request when we are d 


ni pichends 


Mr. ee pee t 


rabbit avian. 


leasing. hes it ‘aaplion pee 
fur for his industry, whilst those 
duct. pesca Aa plants and e 


pea are woe tise a 
sheep is the greater asset to - 
I agree that up to a point th 
a pest to the sheep-growers, b 
country I have been glad to sh 
a farmer, a rabbit caught for . 
food. 


Mr. Jowrr?.—The honor n 


tt. 


Mr, WATKINS.—It highs 
shot. I prefer rabbits trap 
than poisoned, but trapped by am arti 
I shall suppor 


Minister. 
Mr, GREGORY (Dampier 


should have ce prepared. to. 
of duty anything that would 
country in destroying a pest. 
vernment established a Depa 
Health, and are carrying out 
vestigations in the north for th 
of ‘pune some of the eae 


mous sums of money e eta 
- Western Australia built a 
proof fence over 1,000 miles in le 


helps to keep them in subjectioi 
surd. I sincerely hope that 


mitted free of duty, and I shal 


sheep dip and ‘insecticides 
Tee; @ dangs re 


ralue to the country. 1 cannot under- 
stand the Minister, who is a country re- 
_ presentative, placing a duty of 40. per 
_ cent. upon rabbit traps. 

_ Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister for 
Trade and Customs) [4.34] —It is. be- 
eause [ am a country representative that 
I stand. by the duty in the schedule. After 
the experience of this country during the 
_ war, I cannot understand honorable mem- 
_ bers who represent rural constituencies 
Opposing this measure of protection. 


Mr. Grecory.—We have had the war 
_ dished up ad nauseam. 

_ Mr. GREENE.—Surely we should 
learn something from the lessons taught 
by the war. While it was on we could not 


started to manufacture traps in the Com- 
monwealth.* But honorable members in 
the Corner now say that they do not eare 
how those men came to the relief of the 
_ farmer; their money must be thrown into 
the gutter, and their industry must be 
left to fight against foreign competition, 
_ Then when war happens again they will 
_ expect other firms to come to their rescue 
by producing locally the things they re- 
quire. Is that a fair proposition? It 


a 40 per cent. duty ? | 
_ Mr. GREENE. — TI do not object to 
meeting honorable members to some ex- 
} _ tent’ in respect of the rate of duty, but 
over and over again the honorable mem- 
ber for Dampier and those associated 
_ with him have said that they did’ not care 
‘ the genera] duty was so long as pre- 
e was given to the British article. 
ts Grercory. — We were talking of 
different goods. I did not say that in 


Mr. Ricwarp Foster.—At the cost of 


Ree | 


to agricultural machinery. 


-GREENE.—TI increased the gene- 
uty on these traps because during 
» war the whole of that business was 
lost. by Great Britain. | The importation 
ures: show that the whole. of the busi- 
ess has been taken by British com- 
etitors. I do not. mind making the gene- 
rate 30 per cent. if honorable members 
t; but, in view of the faet that these 
ame to. our rescue during the war, 


a 
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and established works on a big scale, 
enabling them to turn out all the traps ~ 
that Australia can use, the British rate — 
should be, at least, 20 per cent. oe 

Mr. Fremrve.—Australia could use a i 
lot of dog traps. i 

Mr. GREENE.—1I have cut out the 
dog traps altogether, because they are not 
made here, and these people propose to 
confine their operations to rabbit traps. 
Tt is not an unreasonable rate. The pro- — 
cess of manufacture is comparatively — 
simple, machinery being largely em-— 
ployed, but a fair quantity of labour is 
required in assembling. It passes my 
comprehension that members represent-_ 
ing country interests, forgetting the bitter — 
experience of the past, should be prepared — 
to throw to the wolves those who came to _ 
their rescue in a period of stress and diffi- — 
culty. An honorable member talks about 
cheapness. The first consideration in the 
question of developing any fiscal policy 
is security, cheapness coming in after- 
wards. 

Mr. Jownrr.—We 
against rabbits, 

Mr. GREENE.—Exactly; and to get 
that we should use rabbit traps made in 
Australia to catch Australian rabbits. - 


Mr. JOWBIT (Grampians) [4.39].— 
This is one of the most important items 
in the schedule, and it ought to be very 
fully debated. I have many constituents. 
who are making an honest endeavour to 


§ 2 
want security 


keep down the appalling rabbit pest. — 


Mr. Warxins.—If it had not been for 
the local manufacturers they would not 
have been in a position to get traps dur+ 
ing the war: 

‘Mr. JOWETT.—tThere is no reason 
why they should not have got all the 


traps they required. The making of a 


rabbit trap is not a difficult matter, and 
there is no justification for the imposition 
of this. heavy: duty. The Minister (Mr. 
Greene) has treated the Committee with 
the greatest. possible courtesy, and has 
extended the utmost consideration to the 
views of others and appreciation of their 
arguments: ‘[herefore I appeal to him 


to be merciful, and to consider the suffer. 


ings of the very large mumbers of people 


engaged in farming and grazing pursuits a 
in. Australia—numberg which, I regret to 
say, are steadily diminishing because of 


the heavy burdens being placed, on this 


Y ee 3 : } a 
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section of the community, ahd because of 
the lack of adequate consideration shown 
‘to their needs. During the last 
minutes I have heard views expressed by 
honorable members opposite which indi- 
eate that they are not fully seized with 
the serious nature of the devastation 
caused by rabbits. The inference has 
been made that the existence of large 
numbers of rabbits is beneficial because 
they supply food and skins. I admit that 
when rabbits are trapped or shot their 
carcasses may be used for food and their 
skin for fur, or for the raw material used 
in hat making. This to some extent is a 
mitigation of what is otherwise a terrible 
affliction upon the Commonwealth. But 
this fact provides the strongest possible 
argument in favour of the removal of a 
duty which may result in making it un- 
payable to trap rabbits. We cannot ex- 
terminate the rabbits, but there is an 
enormous advantage in trapping them, 
and thus securing the carcasses and the 
skins, as against adopting the purely de- 
structive policy of poisoning them. 

Mr. Warxins.—ls not closer settlement 
the best means of preventing the spread of 
rabbits ? 

Mr. JOWETT.—Closer settlement, of 
which members of the Country party are 
the strongest advocates, is a most excel- 
lent preventive against the spread of 
rabbits, or any other pest; but the rabbit 
question has a most important bearing 
upon closer settlement, especially upon 
the settlement of soldiers on. country 
lands. On one large estate I visited a 
. few years ago in “weareh of grass for 
sheep during a drought period I saw 
enormous numbers of rabbits. There 
“was a sufficient amount of gress, but 
I remarked to my manager, when I de- 
cided to put my sheep there, that I felt 
confident we could not keep them there 
_ for more than three or four months, The 

rabbits on the property were very 
- numerous, because at that time it did not 
_ pay to trap them exhaustively. This 
estate was subsequently bought for the 
settlement of soldiers. It was exceedingly 
valuable land, with a good rainfall, and 
_ the prospects were favorable, save in one 
respect, the prevalence of rabbits. Last 
week I inquired as to the progress 
-made by the soldiers who had bought 


y the land, pee, a pega is would : 
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ena 


Peri 


had been no rabbi T was — st 
they were not doing too well, and 1 
neko if they had got rid. of th 


i regard to "the duty upon rab 
dy ask te Minister to make pea ive 


concession in regard to the eee 
but the proposed duty of 20 per cent 
Beach made: traps is too ee , Bs 


rabbit traps is a very serious m ith te 
all engaged in the farming aud g 

industry. ‘Will the Minister for 
and Customs (Mr. Greene) reco 
his decision, and amend the r 
per cent. British, 20 per cent. 


diate, and 30 per cent. general? 
Mr. RacwHarp Fosrmr. That : 
fair. 


Mr. JOWETT. oe think it is, 
trust the Minister will accept ay sug 
tion. 
Mr. Grrenr.—lI will do what 
said, 

Mr. JOWETT.—Do I’ andes 
the Minister is agreeable to a 10 
duty on British goods? 

Mr. Greene. No, 

Mr. Fentron.—Why not give 
tralian manufacturer an opportun: 


Mr. JOWETT.—I am _ prepa 
give the Australian manufactu 
possible opportunity to‘ conduct 
ness on a suceessful basis; but I w 


to also protect the interests of tho Is 
working men on the land vie are 


this pest. 

Me Warns ihe honowele fe nel 
should assist the firm that was of be1 
to those on the land during : a ver 
ena 


a, I am anxious we a 
them. But I am also anxious 
those people on the land whose prope 
have been devastated by the rava 
rabbits. In my own electorate, an 
those “represented by other member 
this party, there are thousands | 


_ their properties against rabbits and other 
pests. In some-instiances the burden has 
been so great that settlers have been 
-. driven off the land, and they are already 
increasing the numbers of people in our 
__ ever-populated cities. Will the Minister 


agree to my suggestion ? : 
Mr, Greenz.—lI have already said that 
_ I will agree to the rates being 20 per 
_ eent., 25 per cent., and 30 per cent. 
Mr. Warxins.—You have received a 
concession, and are not satisfied. 
Mr. JOWETT.—There has been no 
, .goncession or reduction in the British 
See 9 The ball of the rabbit®. trapped 
canbe used commercially, and we 
‘should encourage the trapping in- 
dustry rather than allow the rabbits 
‘to be poisoned, because the carcasses are 
then of no use to any one. Even if it 
means remaining here late, I shall not 
neglect my duty by allowing this item to 
‘pass without raising a _ strong — protest 
against such*high duties. I again appeal 
to the Minister to reconsider his decision 
‘in view of the cogent arguments which 
have been adduced. 

Mr, Gass.—I call attention to the state 
of the Committee. [Quorum formed. | 
Mr. JOWETT.—lIs the Mnister pre- 
pared to agree to a British rate of 15 
per cent.? ~ 

Mr. Grezne.—No. 

+ Mr. JOWETT.—A large number of 
people in the country producing food- 
stuffs are not even paying expenses, and 
it is the duty of the Government to pro- 
i] _ tect their interests. The cost of erecting 


Pate. 


"wire netting fences on small areas of. 


from, say, 200 to 800 acres, is more per 
acre than on larger areas. I would now 
} point out that any extra cost of rabbit 
traps, or of rabbit trapping, must fall 
much more heavily upon small land- 


from rabbits by erecting a wire-netting 
fence all round it. But the smaller 
the area the greater the cost per acre in- 
- curred in wire netting. Consequently, a 
‘large number of settlers on small. hold- 
ings cannot afford to protect their pro- 
perties by completely enclosing them with 
bbit-proof netting, because it adds to 

the cost per acre of the land. Therefore, 
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they have almost entirely to rely upon — 
trapping. I have already detained — 
the Committee longer than I intended, 
and I now make a final appeal to the 


Minister to amend the rates in the direc- 


tion I have suggested. 


Mr. ANSTEY (Bourke) [5.5].—It is 
difficult to know, in following the argu- — 
ments of the honorable member for Gram-' 
pians (Mr. Jowett), whether he is speak-~ 
Ing as representative of the disappearing 
constituency of Grampians or as a pros- 
pective candidate for some metropolitan 
seat. I do not care, personally, whether 
the matter at issue is rabbit traps or not. 
With me, the question is, “Is this article, 
necessary as it is for use in Australia, 
to be made in this country or not?” Does 
the honorable member for Grampians de- 
sire the importation of rabbit traps from 
overseas ? : 

Mr, Brert.—We want them cheap. We 
do not care where they come from. : 

Mr. Jowxtr.—I do not take that view. 


Mr. ANSTEY.—Then there is a dis- 
agreement on the part of honorable mem- 
bers opposite. One wants rabbit traps 
cheap, and does not care who makes them. 

Mr. Jowrrr.—I consider they could be > 
made easily in Australia, and that they 
would be of a quality which would defy 
competition; and, moreover, that Aus- 
tralian makers could cater for the demand 
with the help of a 10 per cent. duty. 

Mr. ANSTEY.—Of course, these simple 
things ought to be turned out in Aus- 
tralia as easily as anywhere else, and 
there is no reason why-they should not be 
made here to cater completely for Aus- 
tralian requirements. But, if honorable 
members desire rabbit traps to be made in 
Australia, let them agree to a duty which 
will permit these things to be turned out 
here, and overthrow foreien competition. 
lf an honorable member were ito say 
that there should be no duty at all, I 
could appreciate his view-point; but, when 
he advocates a duty as low as 10 per cent., 
it is obvious that he does not favour a 


Protective Tariff, but wants a revenue 
Tariff. 


He wants to impose so low a 
duty that it will not protect the Austra-— 
lian manufacturer, but will encourage the — 
importation of foreign products—which, 


however, will be required to pay a heavy — : 


revenue tax. Why should any one take up _ 
such an absurd position ? ne 


\ 


a ee 


Mr. Jownrr—I would rather have 
_ them come: im free. | Se Neb 
Mr ANSTEY.—There is no article 
- eapable of being made in this country 
which can be adequately protected with a 
10 per cent. duty. If honorable members 
desire Protection, the rates of duty must 
be high enough to really and adequately 
protect, at the same time having regard, 
however, to the price which the people 
must pay for the goods. I consider that 
the Minister has gone far enough, and 1 
hope he will not, either now or upon any 
- eeeasion, agree to less than a rate of 20 
‘per cent. For a duty less than that is 
not protective, but is merely revenue pro- 


ductive. 


Mr. FLEMING (Robertson) [5.8|.— 
The honorable member for Bourke (Mr. 
Anstey) has apparently missed a most im- 
portant point. It is involved in the con- 
sideration of what is the least expensive 
method of destroying rabbits. Poisoning 
and the trap are the means most com- 
monly employed. But poisoning. is the 
most wasteful. It not only destroys the 
-yabbit as an asset after its destruction, 
but it is destructive to the natural life 
of the bush generally. The use of the 
poison cart has cost Australia hundreds 
of thousands of pounds, if not millions. 


Mr. Ricuarp Fostrer.—It has saved 
Australia that much. 


Mr. FLEMING.—I know that quite a 
lot. of people consider the poison cart the 
best and most effective means of coping 
with the. pest. | 

Mr. Ricwarp Fosrsr.—lt 

the easiest. 

. Mr. FLEMING.—There lies the whole 
trouble. | 

Mr. Ricuarp Fostrer.—In fact, it is 
the only really effective way. | 
Mr. FLEMING. — Sometimes poison- 
ing is the most effective way; but 1f effec- 
_ tiveness is the sole objective, the best 
method of all is to poison. the water. 

That settles the rabbit, but everything 
else also, at the same time. 


is certainly 


‘It has had the effect. of tremendously in- 


--ereasing the blowfly pest, and it has 
added to our troubles with grasshoppers. 
_ There. are many factors which operate in 
upsetting the balance of nature; but no- — 
‘In that direc- | 


_ thing has been so ruthless 
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thrown; and that balance is the 


‘undue advantage upon the: 5 


The poison — 
- eart has been the means of almost exter- 


- minating bird life in parts of Australia. blems having to do with the exte 


the matter under discussion th 
only involved the question of th 


| there is: this additional. 


tion as the poison eart.. ‘Ry its: use 
only is the carcass of the rabbit 
wasted, but the balance of natur 
seriously disturbed, if not. loc 


tain safeguard of the man on 1 
The trap may not. be as dest: 
poison; but it does not destroy. 
ral enemies of the rabbit. and 
ous other pests which burden 

ducer. The rabbit trap is the sme 
weapon. Netting, which is bee 
more expensive, is the means 
the large holder for ridding. hi 
rabbits. Not only is the trap t 
asset of the small holder in keep 
the pest, but. it is the means ad 
thousands of children throughou 
tralia of bringing in a little po 
while assisting to rid their neig! 
of rabbits; and it is similarly t 
of providing employment for 
bers of, men in the off seasons 
poison cart takes away the « 
for young people to make a lit 
and for the working, man in the 
to make a living during the dw 
If the Minister insists upon t. 
forth in the schedule he will be ca 


It is highly necessary that we sh 
far as possible, restore the ba 
nature. An old resident of 
Wales, who has been writing 
papers for many years upon this 
has established a sanctuary on 
extensive property in an effort ¢ 
the depleted bird life and nati 
He will not permit a poison cart 
near his run, yet, I am told, he is tk 
troubled by rabbits among all - 
owners in his district. If 
were: to follow the advice an 
of Mr. Abbott, they would not be: 
with the vermin and other pests 
handicap the man on the land 
There is a prominent residen 
bourne who has also long given co 
tion to the subject of the res 
the balance of nature. He hi 
tically spent his life in working ow 


tion of rabbits and the like, 
bitterly: opposed to the poison 


duty to be fixed upon rabbit tr 


hat any difference ‘made in the cost. of 
applying the two methods of destruction 
will go a long way towards further in- 
_ ereas ng the disabilities from which Aus- 
tralia is now suffering. If the Minister 
 imtends to accept or move an amendment, 
Fath hope it will be in the direction 
f according greater preference to 
Britain. In the course of the Tariff de- 
bate I have already urged more generous 
- measures of preference towards the 
- United Kingdom, and I have suggested 
that, if necessary, the duties-in respect of 
_ foreign products should be increased. 
‘With its wide variety of climatic condi- 
“tions, the Empire is capable of becoming 
self-supporting. Australia is not, and 
never can be, self-supporting. No single 
country, indeed, which sets out in that 
direction can become anything but a 
failure. | 
Mr. BELL (Darwin) [5.17].—Last 
_ week, when debating the duties upon wire 
netting, I spoke of the devastation caused 
by rabbits in the north-west of Tasmania 
and parts of Victoria. I do not propose 
to repeat those remarks, but I earnestly 
ask the Minister to accede to a reduction 
in the rates of duty upon rabbit traps. 
Of what importance is an industry—if it 
~¢an be so called—engaged in the manu- 
facture of rabbit traps compared with 
the welfare of agriculture and grazing 
throughout Australia? I fear that the 
Minister and many honorable members 
) not realize the menace of the rabbit 
. Had their experience been, such as 
e, they would perceive how really 
lal is the question whether or not 
bit traps can be or should be profit- 
y made in Australia. The ery of 
able members is, “ Give Australian 
ry a chance.” I say, “Give Aus- 
lan pioneers a chance, and do not talk 
it the manufacturer every time you 
of Australia.” I said, by inter- 
just now, that I did not care 
ere rabbit traps came from so long as 
e got them cheap. I repeat that with 
all seriousness. What does it matter 
who makes the weapon with which we 
t and try to overcome the menacing 
it pest? I do not care whether. the 
rabbit trap which I use to save my hold- 
ing is made in Japan, or in Germany, or 
ome other world, in fact. It is our 
weapon of offence against Aus- 
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getting rid of the pest. wie 
experience in Australia regarding the in- 
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tralia’s worst scourge. In many parts, — 

the man on the land is faced with ruin. 
We must use the trap, and the poison 
We have | 


cart, and wire netting, too. 
already put on wire netting a very high 
duty, which was not justified in any sense. 
I am now offering my little plea against 
a further increase on the other weapon 
which we must use for the destruction of 
rabbits. 
able consideration to our request. I have — 
supported him on every occasion when 
those on the Opposition benches have 
asked him for an increase, and I do ex- 
pect him to give some consideration to the 
people for whom I am speaking. ravens 

Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister for 
Trade and Customs) [5.21].—I am sorry 
that I cannot see my way clear to agree to 
my honorable friend’s request. 1 have 
heard a number of debates which had some 
amusing and some annoying features, but 
to-day I have heard statements about 
which I can say that I really do not know 
whether they annoy or amuse me most. 
Any honorable member who has had ex- 
perience of what happens under practical 
trapping conditions knows full well the 
net result on the number of rabbits in thi 
country. ae: 

Mr. Buxi.—I ean prove to the Minister 
that last year 16,000 rabbits were trapped 
on one sheep run, of less acreage than that 
number, at any rate. 

Mr. GREENE.—It cannot be said that 
16,000 acres off which 16,000 rabbits are 
trapped in a year is infested country. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer.—We have trap- 
ped less than that in a week in a place 
half that size. 

Mr. GREENE.—Yes, in heavily in- 
fested country far more would be trapped. 
Everybody knows that in most instances 
the rabbit trapper’s idea is not to get rid 
of the rabbits entirely, but to keep them 
going. 

Mr. Rrcwarp Fostrr.—Do you want to 
make it a permanent industry? 


_ Mr. GREENE.—No; but trapping by 
itself is not much good as a means of | 
We have had 


© 


dustry of manufacturing rabbit traps. at 
The effect of making this duty 10 per cent, Sea 
would simply be to turn it into a revenue __ 


duty, and the industry would go out of 
existence. nes 


I ask the Minister to give favor- 
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Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—Why should it 
be simply a revenue duty? The trap 1s 


the simplest thing in the world to make. 


Mr. GREENE.—I will give the Com- 
mittee an instance of what happened 
under the old 10 per cent. Tariff. I have 
received a letter from a man who is now 
manufacturing rabbit traps, in which he 
says— 

Without a duty local manufacture is impos- 
sible except for just a month or two as at pre- 
sent, while there is a dearth of imported traps. 
My reason for making this assertion is based 
on the experience of a few years ago. At that 
time a local factory was established, but the 
venture was disastrous, because makers abroad 
dumped traps into Australia at a price which 
made it quite impossible for the Australian 
firm to compete, and when it had been de- 
feated, prices were, of course, raised. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fosrrr.—They were not 
raised much before the war. 

Mr. GREENE.—I feel that, with the 
experience we have had, we cannot agree 
to reduce this duty if we have any real 
desire to see Australia put in a position to 
protect itself in all circumstances. I can- 
not believe that a duty of 20 per cent. 
ean result in any increase in the price of 
rabbit traps, with several makers manu- 
facturing in this country. The duty is 
moderate. I am prepared to take out dog 
traps, and to make the foreign duty 30 
per cent. 

Mr. Jowrert._—No; we do not ask for 
that. 

Mr. GREENE.—Some have asked for 
it. In making that offer I am meeting 
the Committee in a reasonable way, and 
at the same time keeping faith with the 
manufacturers who came to our rescue at 
a time when we were practically helpless. 

Mr. Jowrnrr.—The duty of 10 per 
eent., which operated some years ago, did 
not apply to British traps? 

Mr. GREEN E.—No. 

Mr. Jowetrr.—And > there has never 
been a duty on British traps? 

Mr. GREEN E.—No. 

Mr. Jowxrrr.—Then, in the circum- 
stances, a duty of 10 per cent. would be 
reasonable, ae 

Mr. ROBERT COOK (Indi) [5.27].— 
The Minister’g reply to the common-sense 

arguments that have been used has been 
simply a repetition of the answers he has 
given all through the piece to reasonable 
demands made by reasonable members. 
_ We have given him a very fair go so far 
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« and even then the makers made n 


as the Tariff is concerned. Eve 
outside one can hear it said the 
people are going protection mad. Tan 
Protectionist, but many of the items 
which the Committee have agreed 
sent, not protection at all, but ex 
prohibition. An instance of that 
duty of 45 per cent. on a reaper 
binder, which is one of the most 
necessities that a man ean hay 
farm; and another instance is the d 
68s. British, 84s. intermediate, and 
general, per ton on wire-netting. — 

The TEMPORARY COHAIRI 
(Mr. Atkinson).—Order! I mus 


a 
Pi 


marks to the item before the Com 


Mr. ROBERT COOK.—The ite 
which I refer are closely connected 
this item, which puts an ‘almost prohib 
duty on imported traps. Rabbit trap: 
‘manufactured here for years in the 
and sold for a paltry 8s. 6d. per 


They are the implements of trad 
hundreds of. people, who have — 
very fine living at trapping. In 1 
the exports of rabbits, taking 
rabbits to the sheep, were eq 
3,288,579 sheep. That shows what 
industry it is to the trapper. W. 
also remember the losses suffered 
man on the land through the dest 
caused by rabbits. Hundreds of peo 
throughout the Commonwealth wh 

now idle could be well employed 1 
ping rabbits. Trappers have made 
£6, £8, and £10 per week. A good trapry 
can manage about 100 traps. The li 
time of a trap is only about 
season, taking into account losse; 
other causes. Of the two — 
tries, the manufacture of traps, 
the Minister is so anxious to f 
and the destruction of the r 
pest, the latter is far greater, and of 
greater importance, -and employs. 
more hands. If we handicap th 
on the land in the way propose 
population of our capital cities ° 
crease in a still greater ratio than 
done in the past. The penalizing 
of the imposts which we are placi 
wire netting and rabbit traps will m 
practically impossible for any per 
live in the outlying parts adjacent to 
bit-infested country. We have 
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athe great regret how the rabbits have 
taken | possession of Gippsland. 
-@ame in there only comparatively re- 
cently, and honorable members can pic- 
ture the lot of the Gippsland farmer, who 
ae penalized to the extent of £100 per 
mile to fence his property, and is now to 
_ be further penalized by the fact that the 
‘rabbiter will not be able to purchase 
_ traps in consequence of the price that 
” they will be put up to. All through the 
‘ piece the amusing argument has been put 
forward that these excessive duties are 
going to reduce prices. That has not 
_ been my experience in the past, nor do I 
_ think it has been the experience of many 
other members. JI am convinced, speak- 
a on behalf of the man on the land in 
particular, that by imposing penalizing 
duties of the kind now before us, we shall 
do ie country tenfold more harm than 


a 
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a RILEY (South Sydney) [5.33]. — 
There is a principle underlying this item. 
- The manufacture of traps is an industry. 
__ Mr. Grsson. —- Do you want to make 
“the manufacture of rabbit traps a per- 
manent industry in Australia? 
- Mr. RILEY.—We want traps to eradi- 
eate the pest. «An effort.was made to 
start the industry thirty years ago, but 
the market was flooded, and the firm 
which had begun to make Australian 
traps was completely wiped out, so that 
_up>to the time of the war all the traps 
used here. were imported. When ‘the - 
_ war began we had to fall back on our own 
} ‘resources, with the result that a factory 
has been established, machinery has been 
installed, and men have been trained to 
_ make these very important articles. The 
" factories buy their steel and wire from 
_ Australian makers. ‘Surely we are not 
going to take the advice of the honorable 
member for Darwin (Mr. Bell), and say 
- that we do not care where the traps come 
from so long as we can get them cheap? 
Such a pohiey could be applied to every 
industry in the Commonwealth, and we 
should then have hundreds of thousands 
of men out of work. I do not say that 
the Corner party believe in that sort of 
thing. No matter whether an industry 
is large or small, we must consider 
the principle of establishing Thi in\“our ; 
midst. If this industry is killed we 
have no eae as a Parliament that 


ery 


They’. 


the price of rabbit traps will not be in- 
creased simply because the local competi- 
tion has been beaten. Our experience 
is that the importer will regulate the mar- 
ket to get the highest price possible for 
his article. The reduction of this duty 
would not mean cheap rabbit traps. If 
local competition were destroyed, farmers — 
and others who use rabbit traps would be 
i the hands of the importers, who could | 
enter into a Combine to regulate prices, 
and charge what they pleased. It is 
rather curious that honorable members of 
the Country party should be putting up a 
strenuous fight on this relatively unim- 
portant item, seeing that far more im- 
portant items were allowed by them to go 
through yesterday, notwithstanding that 
they were of great moment to the primary 
producers. I do not think that farmers 
and graziers will appreciate this display 
on the part of the Country party, who 
assert that pastoralists and others will be 
ruined if a duty of 20 per cent. be put 
or rabbit traps. That is all moonshine. 
Mr. Fremine.—We have a 10 per cent. 
increase made here and there on almost 
all items affecting the primary producer. 
Mr. RILEY.—Surely the farmers will 
not go out of business because of a duty 
of 20 per cent. on rabbit traps. 
Mr. Fremine.—No; but instead of 
trapping rabbits, they will poison them. 
Mr. Jowrrr.—This duty will interfere 
with the food supplies of Sydney. It 
will mean that rabbits, instead of being 
trapped and sent down to the Sydney mar- 
ket, will be poisoned. 
Mr. RILEY.—We are considering now 
not a question of food supplies, but the 
manufacture of rabbit traps in Australia. 


Mr. Fremine.—Quite so; but we have. 
to consider what will be the result of this 
duty, and I repeat that it will lead to 
the farmers resorting to the cheaper 
method of poisoning, instead of trapping, 
rabbits. 

Mr. RILEY.—I would prevent them 
resorting to that means of dealing with the 
“pest. I can sympathize with the desire 
of the man on the land that the cost of 
agricultural machinery and implements 
should be kept as low as possible, but this 
is such a relatively small item that I 
fail to understand the attitude of my 
honorable friends of the Country party. 
We have to consider the position of the 


Tarif. 


y Hem tinctucen: of rabbit. eps in Aus 
tralia and the men who 
trained in the industry _ established by 
him. 


Mr. Rages Coox. What about the 


returned soldiers who have gone on the 


land? 


Mr. RILEY.—TI hope we shall do some- 


thing better for our returned men than 


merely finding employment for them as 


rabbit. trappers. 
| Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. (Wakefield) 
_ [5.40].—I feel very strongly on this ques- 
tion, and am going to make an emphatic 
ue protest against the action of the Minister 
(Mr. Greene). The honorable member 
for South Sydney (Mr. Riley) has. re- 
ferred to the manufacture of rabbit traps 
here as an “industry,” and has said that 
men have been educated in the manufac- 
ture of traps. I invite the honorable 
member to say what education is neces- 
sary in this regard seeing that. all the 
parts of a rabbit trap are cut ont by a 
machine. The process is as simple as 
shelling peas. The Minister also spoke 
of this as an “industry.” I prefer to 
speak of it as a business, . We do not 
want a permanent rabbit-trap making in- 
dustry in Australia. What we want is 
to exterminate the vermin. 

Mr. Parxur Moronsy.— Wherein. lies 
the honorable member’s consistency? He 
voted for a higher duty on agricultural 
. implements, and yet puts up a fight 
against this duty on such a small item as 
rabbit traps. | 
- Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. I gave my 
support to a fairly high duty on imple- 
ments and machinery that are technical 


in character, and are the product of many 


brains. Their manufacture also involves 
an enormous outlay, whereas one machine 
is capable of turning out all the rabbit 
traps required in Australia. 


Mr. Parxer’ Moronry.—The principle, 


however, is the same. 
Me 
conditions are different. My honorable 
friend can make black appear as. nearly 
white as possible when he is showing that 
he is the frend of the farmer and also 
_ the friend of the city dweller, who is not 
_ always acting in the best interests of the 
man on the land. The Munister gave 


_ away his whole position in regard to this 
- item when he said that one factory for 
pe ve seem actan ec rabbit dip ad been 


_{REPRESENTATIV ES. ah 


LR here, and hae ] 


have been 


RIOGHARD FOSTER. ns the | 
Although one can well understan 


a new principle is involved. 


eee Fae worst of none is he 


of it had told. him that it w 
to make a success of it in the 
present competition, ig 

was exceedingly erratic. 


our to ostablisit a perma \er 
try which is ae to. oe ee 
ers 


mean. fo ‘all ae an. “nerease Ee 
rabbit traps. ne 
Mr. EFenron.—I do not thir 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTR] 
ponupeeaabes who seeks i 1 


he: eannot cope me the existi 
tion. I am. proud to admit 
duties imposed to encourage 
industries in Australia have 
led to reduced prices; but, 
the expert who asked the Mini: 
pose this duty it is impossible 
lish a successful and continuo 
of rabbit trap making. | 
why impose this big duty? 
honorable friends opposite 
with the ravages of the dimgo, 
and the rabbit. They know that 
parts of Australia the man on 
finds his work being’ destroye 
day by these pests. They kno’ 
the rabbit and the dingo dro: 
before them in the western d 
New South Wales many year 
ravages were worse than.” 
drought. Hardly a head of st 
in many districts. And. yet 
to impose this duty to suppo 
mere pretence at an industry. 
this item to the last ditch, ¢ 
passed, I will do my best to bi 
its rejection by another place. 
to display some: common sel 
seems to me that this is about 
example we have had of Protec 
mad. ey 

Mr. WIENHOLT (Moreton) [ 


titude taken up by strong Prot 
I want to make it plain that 


knows. that Australia, a virgin 
when. first occupied by white ‘i 
been particularly subject to a 


ty 


pear, and a 

rabbit, the fox, and other pests. { think 
' that the most ardent Protectionist, with- 
out any sacrifice of principle, can heartily 
- adopt the view that no obstacle should be 
thrown in the way of obtaining, in the 
cheapest and most effective form, the 
materials necessary for coping with these 
_ pests. We need traps for trapping rab- 
bits and dingoes, arsenic to deal with the 
} prickly pear, and chemical dips for 
» dealing with the tick and other evils. 
All these should be obtainable in the 
__ speediest and cheapest way. We are all 
' familiar with the historical advice- that a 
man should not argue with “the master 
of fifty legions,” and it may be well 
for, us not to refuse the bargain 
ow by th 

pen. vy e 


hich has been offered us 
Minister (Mr. Greene), who is, after 
ll, the master of the situation, since he 
+ 48 in charge of the Tariff. The honor- 
_ able gentleman has offered to remove dog 
_ traps from this item; and I should like 
_ to know whether, in the event of my 
pressing my amendment, and the Com- 
Mitiee deciding against it, we shall lose 
that offer. : | 

- Mr. Greene.—Certainly not. I will 
Stand by what I have promised the Com- 
mittee. : 
- Mr. WIENHOLT.—The Minister has 
made a fair and courteous offer, but I 


ment, si 
faith with those who have strongly sup- 


on 


ported it. I hope that, even at this the 
éleventh hour, the Minister will render it 
unnecessary for us to proceed to a divi- 
s10n, by agreeing to a 10 per cent, reduc- 
ee on of the duty as against imports from 
Great Britain. If he will do that, he 
el eke ‘the general Tariff as high as 


| Be fave betars the Committee. But, 
before doing so, I should like to hear the 
Minister again address himself to the 
amendinent. | 
My. Fenron.—He has only just finished 
speaking | 

_ Mr. JOWETT.—Cannot the Minister 
ake some Goncession in regard to the 
roposed duty under the British prefer- 
ential Tariff? — a | 
_ Mr. Fenron.—He has promised to put 


t lower duty upon dog traps. 


wy 
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-and- then come ‘the dingo, the. 


Mg 
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Mr. JOWETT.—That would be the — 
most preposterous absurdity of which one — 
can conceive. However, 1 am discussing — 
the duty whieh it is proposed to levy upon — 
rabbit traps. : 


The DEPUTY , CHAIRMAN: Gi, 


Atkinson).—The amendment of the hon-. 
orable member for Moreton (Mr. Wien- 
holt) covers the whole item. | 
Mr. JOWETT.—I have here some very 
important information relating to the 
ravages wrought by rabbits upon forests. 
But I do not desire to introduce fresh 
matter if there be any hope of inducing | 
the Minister to make some concession in 
regard to the duty proposed under the 
British preferential Tariff. 3 
Mr. Greenr.—I have told the honor- 
able member what I am prepared to do. 
Mr. JOWETT.—I am sorry that the 
honorable gentleman has clothed himself 


.with an impenetrable armour, and that 


he is not open to conviction upon this 
matter. J am strongly in favour of hay- 
ing rabbit traps made in Australia, but 
I do not think that the imposition of a 
duty is necessary to secure that result. 
The honorable member for Wakefield (Mr. — 
Richard Foster) has shown that this is 
one of those simple industries which do 
not require the assistance of any duty 
whatever. ‘If a duty of 20 per cent. be 
imposed upon rabbit traps, it will most 
certainly increase their price to our rabbit 
trappers. — 

Mr. Anstry.—What about the bite of 
the rabbit ? ‘ 

Mr. JOWETT.—The bite of the rabbit 
is one-of the most injurious in Australia. 
This rodent bites the grass lower, and 
depreciates the pasture more, than does 
any other animal. Jt consumes the natu- 
ral herbage which is required by our sheep 
and, cattle, and tends to destroy the valu- 
able grasses, and it thus inflicts in- 
calculable injury upon our pastoralists. 
The rabbit is also one of the greatest 
enemies to our forests. In this connexion — 
I propose to quote from The Standard 
Cyclopedia of Modern Agriculture, -a 
work which has evidently been exhaus- 
tively studied by honorable members, be- 


cause I notice that every page of it has 


been cut. Under the heading of “ Rabbits cae 
—Damage to Woodlands,” I find the fol- _ : 


lowing :— 


In Britain rabbits are the most dangerous Ne 
enemies to forestry. The time when rabbits pas Stace 
are most likely to attack young trees is dur- 
ing frosty weather, and especially when the — 


| - Lamond, Hector — 


* 


a oa is covered with snow. 
-soft-barked kinds of trees; 
of treesyhave soft bark when young, none are 
safe where rabbits abound. In copsewoods the 
ash and hazel underwood suffers most, and in 
- many parts of England once valuable coppices 
have been decimated where rabbits are pre- 
served in the vicinity. 


Mr. Rizzy.—I beg to call attention to 


the state of the Committee. [Quorum 
formed. | 3 
Mr. JOWETT.—The article which I 


‘was quoting continues— 
During severe winters they also attack big 
Hold park and avenue trees, sometimes com- 
pletely ringing the bark and killing the trees. 
Almost. the only kinds of trees they do not 
attack are large, thick-barked oaks, although 
“the Corsican pine, among conifers, is compara- 

tively immune, and the common Rhododendron 
 ponticum among shrubs. Smearing with ill- 


smelling substances cannot be relied upon to. 


protect: young plants against this pest. 
Mr. Riney.—I beg again to call_atten- 


tion to the state of the Committee. 
LQuorum formed. | 
Mr. JOWETT.—I had intended to 


give the Committee some information of 
very great value; but, seeing that the 
Minister is evidently resolved that he will 
not be influenced by any argument, and 
that the majority of honorable members 
may be relied upon to support him .in the 
attitude which he has taken up, it is idle 
for me to continue to debate the amend- 
ment. 


Question—That the wande proposed to 


be added (Mr. Wrennotr’s amendment) 


be so added—put. The Committee 
divided. 
Ayes... a pee 
Noes .. yn Heys 
Majority we eke 
an a. AYER. 
‘Bell, G. J. Gregory, H. 
Bowden, E. K. Wienholt, A. ; 
' Cook, Robert . ; 
Fleming, W. M. Tellers: 
_ Foley, G. | Gibson, W. G.: 
_ Foster, Richard Jowett, E. .. 
i Nogs. . 
' Anstey, F. Mackay, G. H. 
Cameron, D. C. Maloney, Dr, 
Charlton, A. Biaee ‘Mathews, J. 
Cook, Sir Joseph . | Moloney, Parker 
Corser, FE. 3B. ©. | Riley, E. 
Cunningham, L. L. Rodgers, A. S. 
Fenton, J. E. Ryrie, Sir Granville 
Francis, F. H. Smith, Laird 
Gabbh. J. M, Watkins, D. 
. Greene, W. M. Watt, W. A. 
Groom, L. E. Wise. G. H. 
Hay, A. ' Tellers: 


| Burchell, R. J. 
wStory,: Wii Fhe 


% Lister, J. Hh) 


_ (REPRESENTATIVES. . 


They prefer ; 
but as all kinds 


_ [6.12].—I move— 


40 per cent.” 


small. 
£20,000 and £30,000 would equip 
the honorable member alluded ee 


. oudteans there beiad on no A dae 
‘ facture traps in Australia, - 


_ Tawi 


One ion so gtd in ‘the 
Amendment negatived, 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER Ae 


That the following words be added 
on and after 17th June, 1921, Bri 
per cent.; intermediate, 30 per cont. 


It seems to me incontrovertible 


traps. The Minister told the ak 
that he had received a ree f 


demand _ for traps | 
That must be true, peed th 
times oe vermin of all sorts 


ie babe se trap making is 
industry worth prog as 


name one ‘ industry.” One mac 
pretty well provide all the ti 
Australia needs. It is not eredi: 
the Minister and to his officers 3 
should have recommended a 
per cent. 

Mr. _Greene.—But that sy 


ment, ) 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER, : 
to take what we can get, and wh 
chiefly concerned about is getting 
duction of the duty on Britis 1 imp 
10 per cent. | 
Mr. GREENE (Richmond—h n 
Trade and Customs) [6.15].—Th 
able member for Wakefield has n 
to this matter the consideration 4 
might have given to it if he 
one machine could dey all 
that Australia uses. 
a rabbit’ trap goes Oey twe 
cesses in the course of its man 
Mr. Ricuarp Fosrur.—Possib 
if is a yoy simple: contrivance, 


making of these traps must ber 
Mr. GREE NE. ea Probably 


tory. What the correspondent to 


[16 Sunn, 1921.] 


Lariff. 9123 


_ only chance of ttade was when traps were 
not being imported 
shortage of them in the country. 

' --Mr. Grucory.—The Customs Depart- 
re ment has no record of the importations 
te of ‘aps. | 

a Mr, GREENE.—No; but we keep re- 
_ cords of the revenue under each item of 
ae _ the Tariff from which we can estimate 
Pe approximately the importations. 
> Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer.—In ordinary 
“times, nearly every trap imported has 
come ‘from the United Kingdom. 

' Mr. GREENE. — In 1918. 19 the re- 
venue collected on traps imported at the 
general rate of 10 per cent. was £1,500, 
which shows the value of the importa- 

oNe ‘tions to have been about £15,000. In 
that year, not many rabbit traps could 
_ have come from the United Kingdom. In 
- 1915-16 the revenue was £323. I have 
no pre-war figures immediately at 
hand. The reason for the 40 ‘per 
cent. duty in the general column 
_ is, as I have already explained, that the 

_ trade was passing from the United King- 
dom to other countries, and I wish to 
restore the balance; not that so high a 
_ rate is necessary for the protection of the 
local industry, which I think should be 
‘d protected with a duty of 20 per cent. The 
value of traps used in Australia an- 
nually would not be much under £50,000, 
and their manufacture at the present 
ie time employs quité a number of people. 
a4 Lane, a well and favorably known Eng- 
lish maker, has recently established a fac- 
“a 4 tory, here, mid I think we should see that 
; ‘men who,take a risk of this kind should 
Me "be reasonably dealt with. 

Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—How long has 
he been here? 

Mr. GREENE.—The factory has 
been working for about six months. 
i! am sorry that so much time should 
have been occupied in arguing this mat- 

; ‘ter. I feel that the people of Australia 
_ are agreed that our war experience should 
not be repeated, and that we must be self- 
M7 contained in the matter of providing 
means for dealing with this pest, so far 
as trapping can deal with it, although as 
a means of exterminating rabbits, I per- 
~ sonally do not think that the rabbit trap 
_ will play any conspicuous part. 

_ Mr. FLEMING (Robertson) [6.21].—I 
am sorry that I cannot allow the amend- 
ent to go to a vote without expressing 


and there was a 


‘the view that honorable members are not 


yet seized of the real importance of this — 
matter. .I say that, because IL have been” 
accused of making a most exaggerated 
statement when I said that the duty — 
is of real importance to Australia. 
It is important to this country as affect- 
ing the destruction of a pest which 
has cost Australia hundreds of millions 
in money, and the end of which 
no man can foresee. » There are hon- 
orable members of the Committee who 
think that-the rabbit is a source of pro- 
fit, but any profit derived from the rabbit 
is more than counter-balanced by the in- 
jury we suffer from the depredations of 
the pest. The rabbit is a parasite upon 
the greatest Australian industry, and we 
are dealing under this item with a para- 
sitical industry., When the Minister 
talks of establishing this industry at a 
cost of £30,000 

. Mr, Gumenw -—I said that would be suf- 
ficent to equip one industry. 

Mr. FLEMING.If we had ten fac- 
tories costing £30,000 each, the capital in- 
vested would not represent more than the 
price of one large, well-stocked station. 
It is too ridiculous to think of establish- 


‘ing an industry ofthis kind at the expense 


of what is unquestionably the greatest in- 
dustry in Australia. It cannot be too 
strongly insisted upon that we cannot 
afford to interfere with the balance of 
nature. Nature, if left uncontrolled, has ~ 
destructive methods of its own, and, in my 
opinion, the use of poison for ‘the destrue- 
tion of rabbits destroys the balance of | 
nature, and throws everything out of 
gear. It is not merely a question of the 
number of rabbits spoiled by the use of 
poison as compared with the use of traps, 
but a matter of very, much greater 
moment in the disturbance of the balance 
of nature, which is the only thing that 
keeps Australia such a remarkably 
healthy country for the rearing of stock. 
Those who are engaged in primary pro- 
duction know that there are fewer pests 
and diseases affecting primary production 
in Australia than in any other country. 

Mr. Grernzn.—The pests we have are 
pretty bad. 

Mr. FLEMING.—I would remind the 
honorable member that the worst of our 
pests are imported. I am myself Aus- 
tralian-born, whilst the Minister has 
come here from overseas, 


= Mr. 
quite wrong. The dingo is a native ae 
Australia, and is as me a “ian as ray 
af Orabbit. | . 
Er. FLEMING. — The ee a 
‘shows that the honorable gentleman does 
1of understand the position. 
- adm't that the dingo is a pest, the injury 
he does to Australia does not represent 
a hundredth part of the injury done by 
- the rabbit. The dingo is not nearly so 
bad a pest as even the prickly pear. I 
' say this although I know that many 
- people are to-day being driven off their 
holdings, and thousands of acres that used 
to be devoted to the rearing of sheep are 
_ now devoted to the rearing of cattle be- 
‘cause of the ravages of the dingo. If we 
~ Jeave things to natural law we shall be 
able to cope with the rabbit pest; but 
- when men bring along the poison cart. 
and so disturb the balance of nature, it 1s 
difficult, to say what will be the ultimate 
result. I am opposed to this duty be- 
cause, in my view, it may mean all the 
difference between the 
rabbits by trapping and their destruction 
_ by the use of poison, which is one of the 
“most dangerous means that could be 
adopted. . 


Question—That the words proposed to. 


be added be so added (Mr. RicHarp 


Fosrmr’s amendment)—put. The Com- 
© mittee divided. 
Ayes os. iy. ee A 
Noes .. ee Poona 
Caan Mes oe 
o eves Oi | 
Bowden, E. ey Jowett, EK. 
_ Cook, Robert | Wienholt, A. 
Flemime, W. M. — Heh 
Foley, G. - Tellers: 
Foster, Richard Bell, G. J. 
" oe: iy Gibson, W.. G. 
: _ Nogs. ieee 
: Oadetion, M. Maloney, Dr. 


Cook, Sir Joseph ©: | Mathews, J. 


Corser, is Be Moioney, Parker 
— Cunningham, si i. | Riley, HE. 
ee Fenton, OS ro | Rodgers, ‘AL &: 
Va A@abhy oJ.) MM | Smith, Laird 
- Greene, W. M. Wise. Ge 
G ms, Mel lenge ch os 
Lamond, ‘Hector DUPRE AR dy 
Veer aed ie EL. laa W. a 
CyAMra Olan | Pams, RUN Ue) Cs 
ak | Catts, J. ca ee 


Prose, J. . if eacsieain Db. i 


Go The hase member 
nea 


While = a 


destruction of. 


_ before the word | * French,” and a 


‘cent. ; 


| Question so pede an 
_ Amendment a 


‘That ‘thé rlowine dee ul 
on and after 17th June, 1921— 
‘Traps, viz.— a 
(A) Dog, ad val., British, 
diate, 5 per ‘een tt.) 
cent. oie 
(B) Rabbit, ad val., Brite 
intermediate, "85 per 
30 per cent. ae 


Item, as amended, agreed t 
seriiny suspended from 6. 30 1 


item 222 (Tubes, 
aereed to. 


DIVISION VII. —ors, PAT 
VARNISHES, 

Ttem 293 (Bronzing and 
ders) and item 224 (Graphi 
bago, black lead, eats po 
Item 225— 


French chalk and other prep 
British, 2 


steatite n.e.i., ad val., 
intermediate, 20 per ‘cent. ; “gen 
cent. : 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond 
for Trade and Customs) [8.3 
the Tariff was framed, an 
the manufacture of crayons 
has been started in Australi: 
own raw materials, and I prop 
it a slight increase in the d 
That the item be amended by 


lowing :—_ 

(B) Helis and raeubele 1 
lead pencils and sis 

oc ease 5 os. : 

On and after 17th une | ie 

British, 25 per cent.; interm 

general, 35 per ee ne 


eo. Busted per gallo | British, 6d.: in- 

< " termediate, 8d.; general, 8d.;. or 
ad val., British, 1z4 per cent.; in- 
termediate, 15 per cent.; general, 
20 per cent., whichever. rate re- 
_ turns the higher vey 


a a) Turkey red oil; commercial oleic 

Nona acid; tung and other vegetable 
paint oils n.e.i., per gallon, British, 
6d.; intermediate, 8d.; general, 8d. 


%y (2) Linseed and castor, per gallon, 
Ae British, 9d.; intermediate, 3 
-general, Is. 


‘The manufacturers of both linseed and 
stor oils are experiencing great difh- 
, lty in carrying on at present. The 
Osi tion of Iinsesd- oil manufacturers in 


coe fact that in England, Gatiich is the 
chief competitor, the product. is the cake 
d the by-product the oil, whereas in 
ustralia the oil is the product and the 
ake the by-product. In England, the 


Australia; and, as 3 tons of linseed 
roduces 2 tons of cake and 1 ton of 


et in connexion with the Sedu 
| Ras far as Le am able to Judge from 


y on Vie oil. JI think that 4d. 
e on the general Tariff, and 3d. more 
the British Tariff will give the local 
ufacturers a reasonable opportunity 
rrying on their business. The re- 
ngement of duty on ‘castor oil is 
cessary in order to put the manufac- 
s in a more satisfactory position. 


“Ae (Kalgoorlie) fs. 10]—1 


_ many ae of ease. and eas 
_ my; State, ‘manufacturers are obtaining 
| ie local Saag oils Meine are olga 


ake commands a much higher price than - 
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gaged in the manufaéture of eden. 
alcohol is obtaining a valuable oil vi 
product from the blackboy tree. | 

Amendment’ agreed to, 

Item, as amended, agreed to. 

Item 230 (Oils, including medicinal 
oils, except essential oils, not com- 
pounded) agreed to. : 


Item 231 (Paints and colours) conse- 
quentially amended and agreed to. 


item’ 232-— 


stains; 


(A) Varnishes; varnish and oil 
lacquers; Japans, Berlin, Brunswick 
and stoving blacks and substitutes 


therefor; liquid sizes; patent knotting; 
oil and wood finishes; petrifying 
liquids; lithographic varnish; printers’ 
ink reducer; terebine; liquid dryers; 


gold size; liquid stain for wood, per — 


gallon, British, 2s. 6d.; 
38.; general, 3s. 6d. 
(Bp) Damp wall compositions including ecom- — 
positions for waterproofing cement, ad 


ra Ses 


val., British, 25 per cent.; interme- 
diate, 30 per cent.; general, 35 per 
Te eenh. 


Mr, GREENE (Richmond—Minister for 
Trade and Customs) [8.13].—I move— 

That sub-item (4) be amended by adding the 
following:—“ And on and after 17th June, 
1921, per gallon, British, 2s. 6d.; intermediate, 
38s.; general, 3s. 6d.; or ad val., British, 25. per 
cent.; intermediate, 30 per cent.; general, 35 
per cent.; whichever rate returns the higher 
amount of duty.” 
When we were framing the Tariff it was 
our intention to insert the ad valorem 
duty to protect the higher grades of var- 
nishes. manufactured in_ this country. — 
The existing duty is sufficient for the 
lower grades, but it does not adequately 
protect the better class of varnishes, and 
we desire to encourage the higher just 
as much as the lower grade article. 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [8. Nabe 
Apparently these materials are required 
in the manufacture of certain goods. If 
a manufacturer applies to the Minister 
for these goods to be admitted free under — 
item 404, and his request is granted, will 


another person who wishes to use the — 


materials for other than manufacturing — 
purposes still have to pay the higher rate — 
of duty prescribed im this item # ) 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister fori 
Trade and Customs) [8.16].—That would | 


not. be done under any circumstances, ex- — 


cept in respect of a grade of material that — 
was not manufactured in this country: . 
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_For instance, if a special varnish re- 
quired for the wings of aeroplanes were 


not being manufactured in Australia, and. 


applications were made to the Depart- 
ment for its admission under item 404, 
it would probably be allowed in free of 
duty. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Item, as amended, agreed to. 


Item 233 (Liquid removers of paint 
and varnish) agreed to. 


DIVISION VIII.—EARTHENW ARE, CEMENT, 
CHINA, GLASS, AND STONE. 


Item 234 (Portland cement). 
Mr. CORSER (Wide Bay) [8.17]— 


Local manufacturers of cement have repre- 
sented that the duty provided in the 
‘schedule 1s not sufficient. I know that 


prior to the war cement was brought out 


practically as ballast at a freight of- £1 
per ton. If that was done then, when 
there was more cargo being sent to’ Aus- 
tralia than there is likely to be under this 
Tariff, there will be greater risk of it 
happening in the future, because vessels 
coming to the Commonwealth to lift our 
primary produce will probably carry 
cement cheaply as ballast. It has been 
pointed out to me that in other parts of 
the world the hours worked in the cement 
industry are sixty-six per week, as against 
forty-four in Australia, whilst in the 
local industry time and a half is 
paid for overtime, and double rates 
for Sundays. If we desire to make 
this industry secure, we must protect 
it against. the dumping of a product 
which has been produced at a considerably 
less cost than has the local-article. The 
freight from. overseas need not be taken 
into consideration, because it would prob- 
ably be not creater than the cost of send- 
ing cement from Victoria or New South 
Wales to the north of Queensland or 
Western Australia. 


Mr. Burcuery.—Western Australia 0 
its own cement works now. 


Mr. CORSER.—The rates of duty pro- 
vided in this schedule are the same as 
those in the 1914 Tariff, and I appeal to 
the Minister (Mr. Greene) to give in- 
creased protection to the loeal industry, 
especially in view of the danger of cement 
being used as ballast by vessels conan, to 
Australia. 
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Pari 


Mr. Gungoky. —If the ships ¢ a1 
abo what does the. honorable mi 
uggest that they should carry as ball 
Mr. Ricuarp Fostsr.—We shall \é 


duce if the ships cannot get car 
some sort. | 

Mr. CORSER.—At any rate, 7 : 
desire them to carry ballast that wil 
stroy industries which have been est: 
lished in New South Wales, Victor 
Western Australia, . and Queens! 
at very great cost. We expe 
the advantage of the local 
try during the war, when, if we 
been dependent on overseas suppl 
would not have been able to g 
cement. During the drought — 
South Wales one large ‘cement 
suffered severely because for a 
ber of months they had no wate 
manufacturing purposes, but I believ 
provision, has now been made for : Hi 
aid supply. 


ioonet I yeh there are wo 
the Newcastle district, and there is ¢ 
factory in my own electorate. ie 
1908 Tariff the duty was 9d. per ewt 


As th 


many other industries by affording 

additional protection, I should like 
to state why he has not increase 
duty on cement. 


could not get a ee of coment 
kind. 

Mr. BURCHELL.—I1 guaradie 
we shall be able to get plenty im fu 
We have adopted, in respect of ma 
other articles, a new principle, 
form of deferred duties. Will the M 
ister explain why he has not appli 
principle to this item? 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond Naa eae 
Trade and Customs) [8.26] _—Repres 
tatives of cement companies interview: 
me a little time ago, and their only 
quest was that the 1914 rate should 
be departed from. 2 

Mr. Cuartron.—Hear, hear! 
was not obtainable anywhere. 


Ce 


Me GREEN E. —That was the reason 
d ee I did not propose any increase in the 
; duty It was not asked for. | 

ky MER Corser. —I have letters 
- show | that an increase is desired. 


“Mr. GREENE am only stating 
ae happened at the interview between 
the manufacturers and myself. When 
re framing the Tariff, I made inquiries to 
fg peeentain whether ‘the oun would be 


which 


. ete manufacturers 1 were able to meet the 
demands. During the last few years 
there ‘have been enormous developments 
ime the plants manufacturing cement in 
this ‘country. The great 
cement during last year “was due, not so 
much to the inability of local plants to 
cope with the demand as to the fact that 
ecause of shipping strikes and industrial 
sturbances the cement Works could ae 


iy of over 350 000 tons per annum, 
7 were not. abl to. ‘produce more than 
000 tons. New companies have been 
ned in Queensland, Western Aus- 
ia, and Tasmaniag ‘a 1 d, in addition, 
il ost every one of te existing com- 
anies has taken steps to nearly double 
ts output. The prospects are that be- 
the end of 1921 the capacity of Aus- 


70 000. tons. This will be Prathisdd by 
ihe: y 100,000 tons in 1922 by the opera- 
AG of the Tasmanian Cement Com- 
us In all A Re the poring 


Mr. Say —There are Slants of 
countries near Australia to which the 


GREENE. a have no doubt that 
ee be a market for it. In view of 


‘ In 1916 ies were in “Japan. Peta com- 
panies manufacturing cement, employing an 
aggregate labour force o 6,444 persons, of 
hom 692 were females. The output of these 
mpanies increased from 4,772,579 barrels, 
ed at $9,957,798, in 1916, to 5,398,918 bar- 
alued at $15, 758, 401 in 19 Values of 
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shortage of. 
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cement exported in 1916, 1917, and: 1918, 
amounted to $1,355,514, $1,335,065, and 


$2,996,065 respectively. 


I am afraid that while Japan is increas- 

ing its output so rapidly, Australian com- 
panies may be very seriously handicapped 
by the dumping of Japanese cement here. 
They would. appreciate an assurance from 
the Minister (Mr. Greene) that if any 
such dumping be attempted he will apply 
the provisions of the anti- ~dumping legis- 
lation, which he informed the Committee 
will apply in regard to iron and steel — 
products. Local “manufacturers need the ~ 
Australian market to enable them to 
stabilize their industry. They say that 
there will be no attempt to raise the ~ 
price; and I have it on the best authority 
that when the industry is_ stabilized, 


which must first be done, there will be a. 2 


reduction in price. 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond— Minister for 


_ Trade and Customs) [8.32].—If condi- 


tions ariso- under which - cement is. heing | yrs 


dumped in Australia in an unfair way— 
that is to say, if it is sold in Australia 
at less than the home consumptiom price, 
the anti-dumping provisions will apply. 

Mr. Frnron.—The home consumption 
price in Japan may be very low. 

Mr. GREENE—I~ venture to say 
that the home consumption price is the 
world’s price at that particular period. 
If Japanese manufacturers are dumping 
eement into Australia at a price lower 
than the world’s price, or in any unfair . 
way, the anti-dumping provisions will 
apply. 

Item agreed to. 

Items 235 (Asphalt mastic), and 236 
(Scientific apparatus, porcelain), agreed 
to. 

Item 237— 


(A), China and parian ware, ad val., 
25 per cent.; intermediate, 30 per cent.; 
ral, 40 per cent. 

(Bp) Porcelain ware, ad val., British, 25 per 
cent.; ‘intermediate, 30 per cent.; general, 40 
per cent. 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [8.34].— 
Would the Minister (Mr. Greene) be pre- 
pared to consider an increase in the gene- 
ral rate to.45 per cent., and a reduction — 
in the British rate to 15 per cent. ? 


British, 
gene- 


reasonable margin. ve 
Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister for 
Trade and Customs) [8.35].—We have 


Thetis 
natural protection already affords a very 
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me clays here, and the manufacture of 
china and porcelain ware is a natural in- 
dustry which I am anxious to see de- 
veloped, because it may become very valu- 
able to the Commonwealth. In the eir- 
cumstances, I am not disposed to consent 
to any reduction in the duty. 


Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
[8.36].—During the war, in order to 
‘+ meet the demand for this class of ware, 
an attempt was made to produce it in 
Austral a, and met with a fair amount 
of success, particularly in respect to the 
manufacture of poreelain insulators to 
meet the requirements of the Postal De- 
partment. Previously Government offi- 
cials had been rather diffident about 
affording to the local manufacturers that 
assistance which would enable them to 
meet the requirements of the Depart- 
ment; but that diffidence has now been 
overcome. Of course, if I ask for an in- 


erease | am met ven the answer that the 
oy ~lgeal nranufaviurers have been produc ng 


these wares for some time past; but, as 
‘I have already shown in regard to 
other local products, although during the 
war, and until quite recently, sufficient 
patural protection was afforded to enable 
the local makers to continue their opera- 
tions, all the nations of the world which 
are now beginning to resuscitate their pre- 
war industries, may be in a position to 
flood our markets with their products if 
the local man is not afforded some further 
protection. When the Minister (Mr. 
Greene) was approached by the people 
associated with this trade, did he not 
recognise that the duties he has provided 
in the schedule were not likely to give 

any security to the local industry? Was 
it not shown to him that the inadequacy 
of the proposed rates would soon be 
proved when other nations revived their 
pre-war industries, and did he not con- 
‘sider the advisability of increasing the 
rate under the general division? 


Mr. Greenre.—I did take that matter 

into consideration, but I do not think I 

ought to give any higher duty except in 
regard to certain classes of insulators. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—If I can assure the 
Minister that he would be supported in 
any attempt to increase the general rate 
on this item by honorable members on 
this side of the Chamber, can he tell me 


the temper of honorable members sitting 


i 
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clays, 


| the Commonwealth — 


Tariff. 


behind him in respect to adding : 
10 per cent. to the duty? ua 
Mr. Fo.rry.—We cannot give 


Mr. MATHEWS Surely the 
able member will agree that it wou. 
be an additional charge upon the 
mining operations. The prima 
ducers cannot say that it woul 
impost particularly aimed at 
I have a good deal of informati 
me, and could elaborate extensive 
the excellent qualities of Aus 


Mr. Ricuarp Foster.-—In this 
you have a natural protection. — 
Mr. MATHEWS.—Natural pr 
does not exist in this instance 
the Japanese are our competitors, 
in a position to,ship their pro 
Australia at very low rates. 
Mr. Jowxzrt.—Is the honorable 


ber asking for an increase in the gen 
rate? y “Tove 


Mr. MATHEWS. i a 
courage the manufactu 
grades of clay pr 


eT | 


de from clays. 
an Bes that eould be suc 


I came from the south-western porti 
Britain, where china clay of a hi 

dard is produced, and am full ce} 
sant with the possibilities of this 

try. It would be a difficult ma 
enumerate the different uses t 

clay can be put. I trust the Mi 
will give careful consideration t 
guments I have adduced, and w 
sent to the general Tariff rate bei: 
creased by 10 per cent. The ma 
ture of porcelain ware should be € 
Is the Minister prepared to incre 
rate? 


' Mr. Grezene.—lI cannot do it | 
Mr. MATHEWS.—Will the © 
agree to an increase of 5 per cen 
Mr. Greunu.—No. pate 
Mr. MATHEWS ——Western 4 
is as rich in clay as hae on 


eS Bas ea oes — They are producing 
poe material there than in BOY other 
art of Australia. 

Mr. MATNHEWS.—I am glad to hear 
nd I hope to have the Ae at of the 
able member for mpier (Mr. 
y) in the proposal of am submit- 


te eitialied with the present duties. 

r. MATHEWS.—Surely the honor- 
aember will support me in this in- 
he cannot say that an increased 


sf ay do not think it is 
ded. The honorable member has not 
\ n it to be necessary. 


ane ida her for Dampier i is not in 
our of goods produced in cheap labour 
countries entering Australia to compete 
with those manufactured by our own 
eople. ‘During the war we were unpre- 

ed to meet our requirements of iron, 
, and timber, but we were in a hope- 


) : During the war period the 
ee of Australia found it.practically 
Meee purchase ae articles 
and this is 


ries so that we shall be in a position 
neet all demands. 


MATHEWS .—No, its production 
as been neglected to a serious extent, 
and the Acting Prime Minister (Sir 
Se Dane I am sure, realizes that 


ne Beatties, and iowa I appeaw to 
oy ff beating the air,” I again ask 


bere (Grampians) [8.53 |.— 
be the desire of the pean 


Soe fears of our requirements 
: abroad, ee not from Great 


ee ie Sunn, 1921] 


e 


Py ah ape sgy Nee Pee S ng es Aa wd 
aes SAN Oe ea es 


is fi ie 


Wins 
, Pa tt ant 
g ee 


eas 4 
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Britain. Here we have an opporent a 
of increasing the British preterence by — 
10 per cent., and I hope the Minister for 
Trade and Customs (Mr. Greene) wil : 
take that into consideration. ie fae 
Mr. Grsson.—So he has. a 


Mr. JOWETT.—I do not consider that 
the present rates show adequate prefer-_ 
ence to British commodities. The pre- 
ference to Great Britain should be at least . 
double what it is, and I shall support the 
honorable member for Melbourne Ports. 
in his proposal to increase the general 
Tariff to 50 per cent. 


Mr. FENTON( Maribyrnong) [8.55]|— 
Of course industries are stabbed at from 
abroad in a manner that at times does 
them injury. I have communications ~ 
before me showing the competition we 
are subjected to in Australia. One does 
not wish to speak in unfriendly terms 
concerning the activities of other nations ; 
but we have to remember that in some 
countries the workmen are paid low 
wages, and work long hours, and it is time 
this Parliament made a stand i in prevent- 
ing competition of this sort. Prior to the 
war Germany commanded practically the 
whole of this trade, and when she lost it 
Britain began to pay greater attention to 
the manufacture of china and porcelain | 
ware. When capital was invested in 
British industries, the Government sub- 
sidized them to such an extent that I be 
lieve they are now able to compete with 
the German product, that is, of course, if 
iz. 1s not “dumped.” In Australia we are. 
in close proximity to another country, 
whose shipbuilding operations have been 
on an extensive scale, and which owns a 
mercantile marine which is specially 
charged with the conveyance of goods 
manufactured in that country—lI refer, of 
course, to Japan. This makes her a very 
serious competitor. The advantage J japan 
receives in consequence of her proximity 
to Australia, and the conditions under 
which goods are shipped, places her in a 
fortunate position, quite apart from the 
benefits Japanese manufacturers derive 1 Ma ge 
consequence of cheaper production. If 


- white men working in civilized donditionay 


are to be properly protected, our local in- 
dustries will have to be considered. Quite _ 
recently local Hues hake in this ane 5 
dustry suffered - competition with — 

Japanese akaiachtiars Teuders were — 


= 


i Pang 


‘palled for the supply of insulators for the 


 eity of Maryborough, in Queensland, and 
when tenders were received there was 
some doubt as to whether the insulators to 


‘be supplied under the accepted tender 


’ were of Japanese manufacture, and on 
inquiries being made the tenderer said 


that such was the case. . 3 
Mr. Forry.—Who accepted the ten- 
der? 
Mr. FENTON.—I presume the civic 
authorities. Information has been re- 
eeived that Australian manufacturers of 
insulators—which come under this item— 
have had to compete with goods coming 


from J apan, and unless we stand behind 


- must go under. 


our Australian industries and _ protect 
them from this sort of competition they 
The Acting Prime Min- 


ister (Sir Joseph Cook), with his pre- 


vious Free Trade predilections, would, I 
believe, stand up—especially in view of 
our experience during the war period— 
and say that it is time we protected our 
Australian industries. 

Er, IENHOLT.—FProtect them from 


: whom? 


Mr. FENTON.—The Japanese. Surely 
the honorable member for Moreton is in 
favour of that. We. require insulators 
for our telephonic and telegraphic sys- 


tems, and for a long time we have had to 


fight in this House to get the officials in 


_the Postmaster-General’s Department to 
admit that those manufactured in Aus- 


tralia were good enough for the Postal 
Department. Now we have achieved that 


proud distinction, and to-day we are pro- 


ducing, not second or third-rate insulators, 
but an article that is not only equal, but 
in gome cases superior, to those manufac- 
tured in other parts of the world. 


: Si Josepn Coox.—lI do. not like the 


series of successful attempts with Austra- 


way this item is made up. I think china 
should be separated from the rest. 


Mr. FENTON.=I am referring more 


particularly to porcelain goods. 


Sir Joserm Coox.—wWe do not make 
china in Australia. 


Mr. FENTON.—We have made a 


- lian clays, and in different parts of the 


a quite equal to any found elsewhere. 


Commonwealth we have varying types 
The 


Yaw materials are at our feet, and other 


_ because we have shown such inactivity in =lumps; fireclay manufactures n.e.i., 


nations have been laughing at Australia 
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erecting factories and machinery 


to 


>: 


manufacture of goods which we ¢ 
and which are imported. In 2 


a man bearing a foreign name—he 
German—who has some knowledg 
manufacture uf china and porcela 
There was some trouble concernir 
man, but he was a peace-loving indi 
and left his country . because 
not believe in the conditions 
which he was working, and im 
manner in which he was g 
A company was formed and, at 
they have been turning out @ 
saucers and other lines of porcel 
equal to anything in the worl 
man has been instructing you 
lians, with every prospect of fi 
lishing one other phase of Aus 
dustry. But, against the ¢ 
under conditions ex sting to-di 
terprise cannot make a succes 
Cannot the Minister see his w 
agree to a greater measure of | 
Sir JosepH Coox.—Forty pe 
pretty substantial. a 
Mr. FENTON.—The war ta 
Great Britain that she must 
look to Germany to supply her - 
of this class. She has, decided to 
them for herself. | me 
Mr. GREENE (Richmond—M: 
Trade jand Customs) [9.2].— 
That the item be amended by ad 
lowing words:—‘“ And on and after 
1921— ; wee 
(A) China and parian ware, ad vs 
25 per cent.; intermedi 
eent.; general, 50 per cent. 
(B) Porcelain ware, ad val., Br 
cent.; intermediate, 30 pr 
general, 50 per cent.” — 
The acceptance of this amendm 
necéssitate a corresponding amendmer 
the item dealing with “ earthenw 
since there are certain classes 
manufactures. which approximat 
closely that, when they involve matt 
administration, we cannot tell o 
another, . ie 


i 


Amendment agreed to. , 
ttem, as amended, agreed to, - 
Item 238 (Roasting dishes, &e.) 


Te 239-—— 


Fire and glazed bricks; bricks m 


ATHEWS oe ay. 


an 


Gi 25, 35, ind 45 per cent. Paster: 
Mae) The manufacture of many of 
e erent, lines of glazed products is a 
and ny should we not Canine 


Hons are" very ere. 

osePH Coox.—This is s bulky stuff, 
1ere is a great deal of natural Pro: 
1 afforded thereby. 


a . MATHEWS. —There is OLnTae in 
2 ‘gument about natural protection. 

vn Josrrpx Coox.—It costs a lot to 
ne these bricks out from the Old 


our ‘ag However, the honorable mem- 
got 


to be satisfied, since the Minis- 
Beaticated: that he- will agree to an 
ase of 5 per cent. on the intermediate 
or eneral Tariffs. 


id Customs) [9.5].—As a matter 
I had not made any such pro- 
owever, | move—_ 

he item be amended by adding the fol- 
ords :— - ‘And on and after ith June, 


assured that the additional mea- 
‘of protection will not mean merely 
uch the more profit for the Austra- 

nufacturer by reason of his advanc- 


aus Beira. to be abused 
eedless raising of prices, or by 
cane an extra “cut.” 


increase _ of oF 


peg 


li a ee 


ee 
Earthenware, viz.:— =~ ed 
(a) Spurs, stilts, iad? thine? ad val... 
British, free; intermediate, 5-) per 
eent.; general, 10 per cent. 1a 


(B) Earthenware, brownware, and stone- 
ware, including glazed or enamelled 
fireclay manufactures, n.e.i., ad val, 
British, 25 per cent.; intermediate, | 
30 per ‘cent. ; general, 40 ue cent. 3 


v4 


Trade and porte [9.12 | hie move— — 


That sub-item (B) be amended by adding the ai 
following words:—‘‘ And on and after 17th 
~June, 1921— fae i 
s (B) Earthenware, -brownware, and stone 
ware, including glazed. or enamelled — a 
fireclay manufactures, n.e.i., and alee? 
kinds of porous insulating” blocks, ad 
val., British, 25. per cent, : eee f 
mediate, 30 per cent. ; general, 50 Pee Je 
cent.” i. 


I desire to include all kinds of porous 
insulating blocks. Really, my purpose is’ 
to get over a departmental difficulty ; but 
I also wish to increase the general Tariff — 
to 50 per cent., as I indicated would be 
necessary a few minutes ago. 


Amendment agreed to. 


Item, as amended, agreed to. 
ear 242 (Glass), aan item 243 (Glas, zi 
n.e.1.), agreed to. 


Item 244— 


Glass, viz.»— 
(A) Lenses, n.e.i.; locket, brooch, and wht 
classes, ad val., British, tree: inter- 
mediate, 5 per cent. ; general, 20 per 
cent. 
(ps) Lenses, edged, for spectacles, ad val., 
British, 20 per cent.; ete ae 
25 per cent.; general, 35. per cent. 


Mr. GREENE CHftiond “wae for 
Trade and Customs) [9.13].—I move— — . # 
That the item be amended by adding the Vi 
following words:—‘ And on and after 17th A 
June, 1921— yh 
(A) Lenses, n.e.i.; locket, brooch, and ate 
glasses, ad. val., Br itish, free; inter- 
mediate, 5 per cent. ; general, 10 per 
cent. a Me 
_(B) Blanks, fused, foe bifocal lenses; and 
bifocal lenses partly or wholly 
-finished, including such lenses im- 
: ported in frames, ‘ad val., British, —; 
30 per, cent.; intermediate, 35) per bys, 
cent. ; ; general, 40 per cent.” > cs 
(c) Lenses, edged, for spectacles, except bie 
focal. lenses, ad val., British, 20 per 
cent. ; intermediate, 25 per cent. 3 : 
general, 35 per cent. = | : 


The lenses, of course, are not made here at : C 
all. Therefore, I have proposed to reduce 
the gence rate, oy pupa cheste se is), 


‘ “sist a ks phos Os 


“to split up ‘the grouping of lenges: for 


~ spectacles, so as to separate the bifocal, 
’ which are made here, and to place upon 
them a higher rate of duty. ee 

‘Sir Josern Coox.—I object to this 
proposal. The lenses in ny glasses are 
: ens 
Mr. GREENE _—As a matter of fact, 
it was the Acting Prime Minister who 
brought this very matter under my notice. 
Amendment agreed to. 
- Item, as amended, agreed to. 

Item 245 (Glass, &c.), item 246 (Scien- 
_ tific apparatus, glass), item 247 (Screens, 
_ process engravers’), item 245 (Tubes and 
rods of resistant glass), agreed to. 

Item 249 (Mica). 
- Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [9.16].— 
It seems to me that the difference between 
the duties upon the raw material and the 
finished article, which amounts to only 10 
per cent., is scarcely suflic’ent. 

Mr. Greews.—lI think that it is quite 
sufficient. 


Dr. MALONEY. Aa well, 
_ Item agreed to. 


Ttem 250— 


Bottles, flasks, and jars over 5 drams fluid 

capacity, fancy, ground, or cut glass, empty or 
¢ontaining goods not subject to ad val. duty, 
“provided the bottles, flasks, and jars ground 
only in the neck for the purpose “f fitting the 
stopper shall not be deemed ground; glass stop- 
pers; glassware n.e.i.; thermometers, other than 
clinical, ad val., British, 25 per cent.; inter- 
mediate, 30 per cent.; general, 40 per cent. 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister for 
Trade and Customs) [9.17]“I move— 


That the item be amended by adding the fol- 
lowing words:—‘“ And on and after 17th June, 


1921—Bottles, flasks, and jars over 8 drams . 


‘fluid capacity, fancy, ground, or cut glass, empty 
_ or containing goods not subject to ad val. 
duty, provided that bottles, flasks, and jars 
sround only in the neck for the purpose or fit- 
ing the aan shall not be deemed ground; 
glassware n.e.i.; thermometers, other than 
¢linical, ad val., British, 25 per cent.; inter- 
“mediate, 30 per cent. ; general, 40 per cent.” 


The reason for the amendment is that the 
smaller bottle is not manufactured in Aus- 
- tralia. 


Mr. Miiiwe Ts that the Minister’s 
Dassen information ? 


Mr. GREEN E.—Yes. 
Mr. Maruzws.—I thought that arrange- 


~ ments had been made for the Tract ie 


of the smaller bottles. 
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‘per cent. ; 


1921—(a) Up to and including | 


the 1-02. bottle that we ‘shal ‘Ss 


but we wish to admit ate ‘of 

8 drams fluid capacity free. _ 
Amendment agreed to. 
Item, as amended, Bae te 
Item 251— | 
Bottle stoppers, n.e.i.; i alaee be 


ad val., British, free; intermediate, Y 
general, 15 per cent. 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond— 
Trade and Customs) [9.20]. 
item I desire to group all bot 
mei. 2 


made in Australia. [ therefore : 


That the item be amended by a 
lowing words:—*“ And on and after me 


all other bottle stoppers, including 
for re-sealing but not including 
marbles and goods classified unde 
ad val., British, 35 per cent.; 
general, 45 per cent. 
bottle marbles, ad val., British, 
mediate, 5 per cent.; general, 15 p 


I am proposing the omissi 
bottle marbles because I wish 
admitted free. The duty upol 
corks will be—British, 35 p 
termediate, 40 per cente; genera. 
cent. 
Amendment agreed £08 
Item, as amended, agrecd | 
Ttem 252— ‘ 
Bottles, flasks, jars, vials, and - 
of glass, earthenware, stoneware, « 
(A) Up to and including a capacit 
fluid drams, ad val. ribie 
intermediate, free; gene 
cent. fa) 
(ps) NEL, including ie c i] 
jars, ad val., British, 
intermediate, . 35 ea ( 
40 per cent. 
Mr. GREENE (Richsond-— ae 
Trade and Customs) [9. 22 | — — 


it harmonize with the aed de 
I moved in item 250, where 
mittee agreed to make the minim 
bottle which is to’ be admitted 
drams instead of 5 drams, — 
move-— h 


That the item be amended by ndaine b 1e 
lowing words:—“ And on and after 1 


8 fluid Cee oe val., ds ae 


— flasks, jars, _ and tubes, of glass, 
or china, containing 


ro to and including a capacity of 5 
- fluid drams, per dozen, British, free; 
i! peer diate, 2d; ee 3d. 


int the item be amended by adding the fol- 
lowing words:—“ And on and after lith June, 
-1921—(a) Up to and including a capacity ot 

8 fluid drams, per dozen, British, free; inter- 
‘ diate, 2d.; ere 3d.” 


hat hes item be amended by adding the 

following words:—“ And on and after 17th 
June, 1921, (B) Over 8 drams and not exceed- 
mg 10 oz. fluid capacity, per dozen, British, 
termediate, 3d.; general, 4d.” 


|, as amended, agreed to. 

item 954—. 

linea A) Shellac, Bava mastic, and other dry 
- gums, n€.i., ad val., British, free; in- 

ils termediate, free; general, 10 per cent. 

(B) Dextrine, ad val.. British, 15 per cent. ; 


intermediate, 20 per cent. ; general, 
25 per cent. 


‘REENE (Richmond—Minister for 
le and Customs) [9.25]—I move— 
at sub-item (A) be amended by adding 


following words:—‘‘And on and after 
it une, 1921, free.” 


ela 


ef those 


: None of those 
8, I repeat; cothe from Great Britain. 


| ses, and I think that they should 
be dmitted ee 


ple here comes into competi- 

th our gelatine. It is used in the 

acture of lollies. I think that the 

would do well to impose a duty 

y gums, which, [ am informed, 

ato” serious competition with our 
nant 


which 


are used in various manufacturing 


While I appreciate the fact that the next — 


ih rae | hl 


Mr. GREENE CRighinond —Minetes for ot 


Trade and Customs) [9,28]—My infor- 
mation is that dry gum does not come — 
into competition with anything that is be- — 


ing done in Australia to-day. In the A 


future, it is possible that some new pro- — 
cess may be developed and that this gum 
may then come into definite competition — 
with our own manufacturers. 
further examination, I find that it is © 
necessary to levy a duty upon dry gum, A 


will either recommit the item or makes ‘ 
arrangements for the matter to be raised 


later on. I feel certain that no injury — 
will be done to any local industry by the eb 
adoption of my amendment. Gras 


Mr. WATKINS (Neweastle) [9.29]— 


The manufacturers of gelatine ask that. 


gums which are used in the manufacture 
of confectionery, or as adhesives, shall be 
subject to the same duty as gelatine. 
That seems to me to be a fair “request. 
Dry gum is used to mix with gelatine for 
the manufacture of jubes. The importa- 
tion which I hold in my hand is deseribed 
as Soudan gum, from Arabia, and it 
comes into competition with ‘gelatine. 
According to the statement before me, 1t 
ig used in the manufacture of lollies and 
adhesives. i 


Sir Josrrpu Coox.—Do the manufac 
turers say so? 


Mr. WATKINS.—Yes, the statement 
before me comes from the manufacturers. 
There is im the electorate of Hunter a 
large factory engaged in the production 
of gelatine. . 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister for | 
Trade and Customs) [9.81].—I think the | 


honorable member for Newcastle (Mr. — 


Watkins) is confusing this with the next 
item, which deals with all prepared ad- 
hesives. The gums fei 
come into direct competition with gela- 
‘tine, but the gums included in this item, _ 
so far as my information goes, do not — 
come into competition with gelatine in — 
any shape or form. Oe 


Mr. Cuxartron.—lf the vonbughleae 
gentleman finds later on that ne do, . 
he will recommit the item? 


Mr. GREENE.—Yes, if I find I i 
wrong, I shall do so. a : 
Mr. FOLEY (Kalgoorlie) [9.34] — 


If, upon 


mentioned there ~ 


ry , 
2 
: 


Bile : 


9134 Tan va 

— item deals with the gums in which the 
honorable member for Newcastle (Mr. 
Watkins) is interested, I would point out 
_ to the Committee that the gums mentioned 
in this item enter into competition with a 
_ gum which is being produced in Western 
Australia from the blackboy tree, and is 
used in the manufacture. of spirit - var- 
-nishes and various lacquers. I have here 
a sample of that gum, which is produced 
in sufficient quantities in Western Aus- 
tralia to satisfy a big want there, and the 
industry, if encouraged, will be able to 
_ meet the requirements of the whole Com- 
monwealth. ‘The Minister (Mr. Greene) 
is making a mistake in making 
these dry gums free. He should at 
least provide for a duty of 10 per 
cent. in respect of imports from Great 
Britain, and 20 per cent. under the 
- general Tariff. I shall deal with the 
matter fully when we reach the item re- 
lating to methyl aleohol. I ask honor- 
able members to give some little en- 
- couragement to this industry in Western 
Australia. It is not denuding our 
forests, but is using up what is really a 
pest. 


Mr. Fenton. — Do not the Japanese 


alia that gum from. Western Aus- 


» tralia? 


Mr. FOLEY. en, this local idnodae: 
ture should take the place of a gum which 
is imported from Japan. 


Mr. Greenz, — I will look into the 
_ matter mentioned by the honorable mem- 
* ber, and, if necessary, will recom mit the 
item. 


Amendment agreed. to. 


_ Item, as amended, agreed ta 


Item 255— 6 
{4) Glue, in dry form, per 1|b., British, 
od; intermediate, 2d. s general, 3d. ; or ad 
Val., British, 20 per cent. ; intermediate, 2d 
“per. cent; general, 30 per cent.; whichever 
ae returns the ae duty, 
10 Cointiie of all Gide: per tb., British, 
1gd.; intermediate, 2d.; general, ods; 08. ad 
-val., British, 20 per cent. intermediate, 25 
eed: cont. ; general, 30 per cent. ; 


. fate. returns the higher. duty. 


Mr. WATKINS (Newcastle) [9. 37 |.— 


gelatine, and vice versa. HH 


whichever 


ee on 257 (Slate slabs) + 


- ing slates); 
ay ‘understand that the honorable member . 
for South Sydney (Mr. Riley) desires an 


_ amendment be this hem, nviich eylic ve ig ane arnt 3 


4 


owing ‘to. the compels on: of as 
product made from cheaper gum 
the Minister to grant a reasona 
crease on what appears to b 
moderate duty on gelatine of a 


Mr. Rirzry.—We should like 


to be increased to 45 per cent. 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond—M 
Trade and Customs) [9.39]—T. 
one thing that is necessary wh 
terfere with these duties. Wh 
we impose on glue, we must 


there are grades of glue and ge 
where they approximate so closely 
short of a chemical analysis, i 
sible to tell whether the article is g 
gelatine. I need hardly say that 
glue and gelatine are made fr 
pale Gelatine is made fror 


eertain extent. I move— 


That sub- item (A) be amend 
the following words:—‘ And on an 
June, 1921, per 1lb., British, 2d.; in 
3d.; general, 4d.; or ad val., Britis 
cent. ; intermediate, 30 per cent Sa 
per. cent.; whichever rate retiene 3 
duty. 22 bh 


T shall move a alan amendme 
item oc. 


‘ accept it. 


Amendment agreed to. 


Amendment (by Mr. Gree 
fone 


the following words:—‘* And on and 
June, 1921, per lb., British, 2d.; imte 
8d.; general, 4d.; or ad val., Brit 
cent.; intermediate, 30 per cent.; 
per cent.; whichever rate returns 
duty.”’ | ee: 


Item, as 


, ane Boe tO. 3 


(Wrought slate, nei.) 3 item 259 
item 260 (Bath 
item 261 (Emery, oil, and whetston 
item 262 (Stone and marble) 3 and 


. » 


t sub-item (0) be anion ay inserting 
e word ‘‘every’’ the word “extra”. 


as amended, agreed to. 
: aay (Acids) ; ; item 266 (Coal tar 
item 267 ia pitch) ; and 


sheep, cattle, and horse Sshod in liquid 
or “yee form, ad val., British, 20 per 
ee ; intermediate, 20 per cent. 5 ; gene- 
ral, “30 per cent. - 

Insecticides and disinfectants... Rie 


‘ black leaf forty” is used. It is 
e here, and I understand cannot 
ehere. It is made from an inferior 
E Sener leaf. | 


pate concerning sheep. dip. Any 
ested in primary production, and 
wy in-the production of wool, 
nal - chief product of Australia, 


ay be the actual experience 
0} rble members, 


lian dips are not up to. the best wandard, 


now, 


- Australian. 


_ very much, 


Ro produce the best wool. 
quite a number of people have in the past 


my ore as dipped their ed purely for the a a 


Mr. Jowxrr.—Steady! : 
Mr. Gresne.—You have epee cs here 


Mr. FLEMING. —Personally I do nob, 
care for Coopers’ dip. That is, of course, 
a matter of opinion, and | know that the 
honorable member for Grampians (Mr. — 
Jowett), who has had a great deal more — 
to do with the matter than ever I ‘had, 
believes that some of the local dips are 


Cat! 


good. I have had a fairly extensive ex- oe : 
perience with dips, and can say, withoua 
in any way wishing to injure the Austra- ; 


han product, because I believe in using 
Australian products whenever I can get — 
them of equal quality with the imported, _ 
that the Australian dip has never, in my | 
experience, met the full requirements off 
the market. It is very good in districts — 
where you simply wish to deal with pests, 
where you dip your sheep merely to kill in- 
sects, and possibly keep the fly off; but — 
where you are dipping, not only for those 
purposes, but also to improve the quality 
of the wool, then I think that most men 
who have had experience will agree that 
the imported dips have stood far and 
away above the Australian. 

Sir JosepuH Coox.—Does the honorable 
member say that they dip solely to im- 
prove the quality of the wool? 

Mr. FLEMING. — I did not say 

“solely,” although I have known it done 
solely for that purpose. But where ae 
dip chiefly for that reason, some of the 
imported dips have been far beyond the 
I have on quite a number 
of occasions seen sheep dipped, and have 
helped to dip thousands, purely for the 
purpose of improving the fleece. If you — 
use the right dip it has a very beneficial _ 
effect, and is a paying proposition. 

Sir Josnen Coox.—Is it like using brile : 
liantine? \: 


Mr. FLEMING. i at keeps the wale 
cleaner and improves the tip of the wool 
When. the sheep are out 
under natural conditions, .a certain 
amount of waste takes place on the tip — 
of the wool; but if the sheep are dipped 
at the right, time, a great deal of what is 
technically known as waste in the tip of 
the wool is eliminated. For that reason 


ee i. Peni 


a improving a ae butsin nearly. all 


eases dipping is resorted to for the two- 
eld. purpose of keeping the animals clean — 
aad improving the wool at the same time. 


T have not had much experience with 
“cattle dips, but have been told by quite 
a number who have used them that most 
of the Australian dips are too severe. 


Mr. Jowzrr.—I had fifteen bullocks 
_ killed the other day. I do not think it 
was an Australian dip that did that. I 
think it was an imported dip. 


Mr. FLEMING.—I am pretty sure, 
from what I have seen and heard, that 
ae the honorable member inquires closely 
into the case he will find that it was some 
erudely manufactured Australian dip. 
Some of our dips are very good, but they 
have not yet come up to the standard of 
- the best imported. 


The primary producer has quite 
enough burden to carry without having 
to pay more for his dips. We have 1m- 
posed upon him additional expense for all 
his improvements in the way of his fenc- 
ing wire, galvan'zed iron, and things of 
that kind. We have added to the cost 
of all his implements and increased to a 
remarkable degree the cost of his fencing. 
We have even this evening put an addi- 
tional charge on his rabbit traps and 
other appliances for keeping down pests. 
It seems to me that we have put quite 
enough, and far too much, upon the pri- 
mary production of this country. I do 
ask the Minister (Mr. Greene) to give the 
man on the land some consideration in 
connexion with dips. I know that one or 
two firms have been using the whole of 
their strength and influence in order to 
get their cay bolstered up. 


Mr. Marurws 


me yet. 


Mr. FLEMING.—I do not insinuate 
I know: 
_the honorable member is only joking; but 


Oi any one has been bribed. 


some people take up a remark of that sort 
_ seriously, So far as my experience has 
gone in connexion with the Tariff, the 


nace of scorn cannot be pointed at any 


‘one on either side of the House. I be- 


lieve this schedule is being put through 


eh absolutely clean hands. 
I urge the Minister not to jeopardize 


eaiey this tremendous wool-growing in- 
= dustry of ours. om ae pane of minor in- 


_ [REPRESENTATIVES a 


ievioe. 


of sheep used to cost over 1d. 
but nowadays it would pro 


85,000 sheep begins to conside 
_ sequences. i 
are dipped. ‘more 
eee 


Lari ae 


We have sie adde 
mously to the burden of t 
producer. Every man is aj 
with the charges imposed on 
grower even before the passa 
Tariff, it does not pay to grow 
present prices. That is rather a 
statement to make; but every 
terested in Meee wi 


mal not pay to grow On ag 
put that arrangement through th 


ter, Laie: no doubt, by peopl 
tically interested in wool-gr 


aa cas ihe but this a 
even further than that, because 


apt also to receive a chet 
afford to do anything which 
way lessen the value of ou 
clip. That is the one thin 
others for which Australia has 
name. | 

Mr. Grezwe— What do 
would cost per sheep? 

Mr. FLEMING.—I could n 
hand. : 

Mr. Grernn.—Does : 
member think it would at mor 
farthing? 

Mr, FLEMING.—-The actu 


nearer 3d. I do not know 
aS will amount to. oe 


the man who La to ae frei ¢ that J 


Nery: often 


dn fact, ‘the 


throughout the whole course 
_ more particularly to keep 
e flies If urge the Min- 
reconsider this matter and 
he duty to 10 per cent. British, 
ie the intermediate at 20 per cent., 
putting the general Tariff up, if he 
sy 40 per cent. or 50 per cent., be- 
e the only dips that really matter to 
the only ones which we consider com- 
outclass our own—are the British. 
. already urged on more than one 
nm, and will continue to urge, that 
hould give as much preference as pos- 


Aas 


the Old Country; but in this case 


ted everywhere, as the producers of 
satest quantity of first class wool 
he world handles. 


e to urge the Minister (Mr. 
») to increase the duty on 
em. Honorable members are 
s aware that during the war 
was brought to bear to in- 
ase the production of dips within Aus- 
alia, and encouragement was given to 
tain firms to expect protection if they 
)] d the quantity required for Aus- 
talian wool-growers, &¢. This promise 
rought William Cooper and nephews 
ingland to establish their industry 
Australia. | 


i 


Mr, Grecory.—Who gave that pro- 


CORSER.—TI do not say that it 
direct promise, because that could 
given only by this Parliament, but 
é was an understanding, as there was 
gard to a number of matters dur- 
rtime. The undertaking was that, 
s the Government were concerned, 
local manufacturers met the re- 
ement of the Commonwealth they 
d be encouraged. There are now in 
a no fewer than twelve manufac- 
of dips. I do not care what any 
ble member says to the contrary— 
known dips ever since the first 
tick was brought into Australia— 
) has. given more satisfaction for 
the Royal cattle dip. It is 
r adequate. Nothing better has 


‘perience I.am sure that this industry de- 


ced from overseas. I can 
het SRN, PS S Bh i shes ; 


Leggo’s cattle dip and sheep dip are 
equal to anything that has been imported. _ 

Mr. Fiemine.—No, they are not. 
_ Mr. CORSER.—Many people are by 
nature conservative. If they have had _ 
their clothes made by a certain tailor, — 
they think no other tailor can make them 
as well. That has been the case in con- 
nexion with dips. From practical ex- ~ 


serves to be encouraged in order that, no 
matter what happens, the best quality of 
dip may be produced here for the require- _ 
ments of this great continent. <A large — 
quantity of the material used in dip mak- _ 
ing is imported. We have increased the _ 
duties on that considerably, and if we — 
are to protect the industry at all we must ~ 
increase the duty on this item; other- — 


wise, the oversea manufacturer will be 


able to compete 


unfairly with us — 
th. ‘Australias (it 


ig not as if we. 


‘were at the mercy of one or two 


firms, because already twelve firms are, 
I believe, established in the Common- 
wealth who can meet, and are meeting, 
all our requirements. Many honorable 
members consider Thomas’ a good dip, 
and that article is manufactured here. 
Some time ago there was an outcry 
against the Ministry for preventing the 
importation of Cooper’s dip, but Coopers — 
have now established works here, and 
make a dip of the same quality as that — 
which they used te send here from over- 
seas. Jt must not be forgotten that the — 
bulk of the materials used for the manu- — 
facture of sheep dip are dutiable at high 
rates; and I hope the Minister will in- 
crease the protection on dip by at least — 
) per cent. to make up for that. nae 

Mr. Marurws.—He: should do so, or 
reduce the rates on the raw material. 

Mr. CORSER.—We have already — 
dealt with the duties on the raw material. _ 
I do not occupy time in this chamber un- — 
duly, but I consider it my duty, on 
ntatters of vital importance, such as this, 
to speak strongly. Doubtless the Min- 
ister has been approached by others in 
regard to this matter, and I hope that h 
will see his way to give adequate protee- 
tion, : Rae 

Progress reported. 

- House adjourned at 10.5 p.m. 
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PUBLIC Accounts (JOINT) noME Ba ibys Mr. Charlton, Me Fenton, Me, ie 
Fowler, Mr. Prowse,_ and Mr. West. ; : 


Pustic Works (Jormnt).—Mr. Atkinson® ‘ “ae Bandura, Mir Gregory, | 
Mackay, Mr. Mathews, and My. 1 Parker Moloney. 


SEA Cargiace SELECT Commxrrem.—Mr. Atkinson; Mr. Burchell, Mr. eo ‘Mr, 
Mahony, Mr. MeWilliams, and Mr. acme Final ke ne 20th 
1920. va 


* Resigned 12th May, vo21. BS Bay _Apnasutea oth. May 1921. 


re ki aS 


Printed and: eee ve the conan : 
: ALBERT i ‘MULIETT, Government. 


